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TAMILNADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR
OBTAINING THE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM MINISTRY OF
ENVIRONMENT, FOREST & CLIMATE CHANGE BY M/s. P. VISWANATHAN
ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY FOR THE PROPOSED QUARRY
PROJECT OF 0.91.0 HECTARE LOCATED AT S.F. NO. 153/2A, VELAMPALAYAM
VILLAGE, PALLADAM TALUK, TIRUPPUR DISTRICT, HELD ON 17.09.2025 AT
11:00 AM IN M/s. SAMUDHAYA NALAKOODAM, S.F.NO. 88/1A, WEST ANNA
NAGAR, VELAMPALAYAM V’ILLAGE PALLADAM 'I‘ALUK, TIRUPPUR
_DISTRICT o : B I T T
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T he proposed pro_;ect draﬁ of Mfs. P V:swanathan Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry

con51st of S.F. Nos 153/2A Velampaiayam Vlllage, Pailadam Taluk Tlruppur Distrlct at an - .. ':

extent of 0 91 0 Ha
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el e | Tiruppur i
2 | Dr.S. Sathiyan =~ | District Environmental Engineer, .
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B Tiruppur South . o
3 | Thiru. S.Neelamegam .- = Ass:stant Enwronmental Engmeer, SRR
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| Tiruppur South -~ ..~ -0
4 | Tmt. S.Mathanakeerthi - - "= -1 Assistant Engineer, . .. ' '
R ..o} Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board o
: A - | Tiruppur South
5 | Tmt. R. Karthiga . - | Assistant Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board A
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6 | Tmt. Lijas Ahmad -~ . - ] Revenue Inspector =

[ DT : Samalapuram -

7 | ThiruP.Viswanathan =~ | Project Proponent.

8 { Dr. 8. Suriyakumar EIA Consuitant,
Aadhi Boom{ Mining & Enviro Tech (P) Ltd,
Salem.

9 | Public 107 Nos. (Annexure - I enclosed)




District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur
South

I offer my greetings to God. All praise is due to God. In Tiruppur District, Palladam
Taluk, Velampalayam Village, S.F No. 153/2A around 0.91.0 Hectare Area M/s. P.
Viswanathan Rough Stones and Gravel Quarry, I am welcoming the Revenue Divisional
Officer, Tiruppur who has come to preside over the public hearing meeting, the public who
have come to express their views in this public hearing meeting, environmental volunteers,
government officials, police officers, quarry owners implementing this project, on behalf of
the district administration, and as the District Environmental Engineer of the TamilNadu
Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur South Office. I welcome you all.

According to the Environmental Impact Assessment Report, 2006 under the Union
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, eight types of industries, i.e. factories,
are required to obtain environmental clearance before starting their projects.

Accordingly, on the application of M/s. P. Viswanathan Rough Stones and Gravel
Quarry, S.F.No. 153/2A, Velampalayam Village, Palladam Taluk, Tiruppur District, this
public hearing meeting is currently being held. Regarding these public comments, we have
already informed the public through Dinathanthi and Indian Express newspapers on
15.08.2025 and on our district website on 18.08.2025, in addition to this, we have informed
the public through a flex board in front of some government offices and through pamphlets.
The project consultant of this company will explain this project now and the environmental
impact assessment report through a video presentation (Power Point presentation). Following
that, the public can express their views in writing and orally. I kindly request the public
expressing their views orally to record their name, which village they belong to, and their
comments briefly and clearly, considering the time.

I would now like to kindly request our Revenue Divisional Officer to inaugurate this

public hearing meeting.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Tiruppur
Greetings to everyone. Today, a public hearing will be held regarding the quarry
license of this M/s. P, Viswanathan. First, he will explain through a video presentation. After

that, the public can express their opinions. Thank you, Let's begin.



District Environmental Engineer, TamilNadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur South
Now the public can express their views. First, priority is given to the public from 63-
Velampalayam. The public can come forward to express their views and then register their
names and village in this register. Priority is given to the public from 63-Velampalayam.
All would be recorded as video and will be sent to stete Environment. Impact
Assessment Authority (SEIAA). '

Accordingly, the public expressed their following views and suggestions o B

PUBLIC VIEWS:
1, Thlru Loganathan, 63 Veiamapa!ayam

- lam Loganathan a resident of 63- -Velampalayam. 1 own a own iorry and have been .
reiymg on the local stone crushers tor my livilihoo. When 1 first purchased the lorry, the
quarry owners supported me and smce then they have contmued to provided ongomg support..
Wlthout the operatlon of these stone crushes it would be extremely difficult for people. ixke
me to earn a lrvang Our livelihoods are close!y tied to the. functronmg of ihrs quarry. -
~ Therefore, I humbly request you to kindly grant a lrcense for this quarry, $o that we can
- continue to support our famzhes and sustam our. work Therefore 1 humbly request you to

'grant a hcense for thrs quarry

'2 Tiuru Eswaran, Mangalam SRR _ o
~Tam Eswaran, a resident of‘ Mangaiam 1 hve near the proposed quarry srte, and 1
would like to state that we have no objection to granting them a license. - : .
The reason is simple: having a quarry nearby aliows us to purchase sand and stone
_easﬂy for construetion purposes. Without such a facrhty, :t would be very dlfﬁcult and expen- -
sive for people Iake us.to bulld homes or undertake any construetlon work Therefore we

kmdly request you to grant thom the Ircense We fuily support thls mrtlatwe

3. Thlru Sub'tsh, 63 Velampalay'lm : _ _ . 3
My name is Subash and I am a resrdent of 63«Velampalayam 1 would like to state
that we are not affected by the quarry operations in our area. In fact, this quarry has been
beneficial to the local community, Because of it, even poor and simple people are able to
afford stone and sand to build houses. At a time when construction costs are rising, the
presence of this quarry allows people like us to purchase materials at a lower price. [ own an
auto-rickshaw and I can say that the quarry also supports the local auto-rickshaw business by
providing transport work and income opportunities. Moreover, the quarry management helps

poor students and local schools. They also contribute to public services and welfare activities




in the area. There are no opposing views in our community. Whenever there is any
environmental concern or damage, the quarry owners take immediate corrective actions.

Therefore, I express my full support for the operation of this quarry.

4, Thiru. Rajesh, 63 Velampalayam

I am a resident of Velampalayam. I have worked in this crusher for eight years.
However, I have been unemployed for the past two years. Which has severly affected our

livelihood. Therefore, I kindly request you to grant a license for this quarry.

5. Thiru. R. Kalisamy. 63 Velampalayam

I am a resident of 63-Velampalayam. I was employed as a driver at the Angalaman
Quarry. For the past two years, I have been without work and it has been extremely difficult
to manage my livelihood during this time. Therefore, I kindly request you to bring quarry
back into operation as soon as possible, so that people like me can return to work and support

our families.

6. Thiru, Bhupeskumar, 63, Velampalayam

Hello everyone. My name is Bhupeskumar. I worked as a supervisor in M/s.
Viswanathan Quarry for three years. For the past two years I have been employed and it has
been extremely difficult to manage my life and support my family during this time.
Therefore, I sincerely request you to kindly grant a license for the quarry so that people like

me can return to work and support our families.

7. Thiru, Natarajamoorthy, Mangalam

Hello, my name is Natarajamoorthy and I run supreme hollow block unit in
Mangalam. The operation of the nearby crusher would greatly benefit us. Having the crusher
close by gives us both convenience and cost saving as we do not have to travel far to
purchase jelly stones and other materials. This makes our production process smoother and
more efficient. Therefore, I kindly request you to support them by granting the necessary

license for the quarry.

8. Thiru.R. Sathish Kumar, TamilNadu Farmers Protection Association
Greetings to everyone. The Revenue Divisional Officer, the District Environmental

Engineer, quarry owners, farmers, and the general public who have gathered here for this



public consultation meeting regarding the proposed quarry. I am Sathish Kumar, representing
the Tamil Nadu Farmers” Association and the State Legal Awareness Team.”

Let me make it clear at the outset, we are not here to support this quarry. I am here to
highlight the core issues involved. Permission is being considered for quarrying at Survey
No. 153/2A in Velampalayam for Mr. Viswanathan, However, it is important to note that
numerous quarrying operations are already active in this area, which falls under Palladam
Union and Palladam Taluk. There are nearly sixty quarries operating in this region alone. In
addition, there are many stone crushers, as well as M-sand and B-sand units functioning here.
Local residents have already raised their concerns, some have even posted videos online,

learly expressing the problems they are facing.". - ' ' ' e ' ap
o Itis not true that pollution levels are iow here. Inspections are. oniy conducted when
pollution is minimal, which allows these activities to continue unchecked, The Revenue Divi-
sional Officer needs to__und_e_rst_e_md some _-impo:_tant_ -féct_s. .Do they r;:a_llj__-lgnpw what is hap-
pening? Do we? When do they claim p.o_i_i_ution_ is low? When d_oés pa_rticuiét_e_ matter not fill
the air? They .tinqe their_,i_nspe_ciiom_écco_rdingl_y; Do _th_ey é\_ct_u.ai_ly inspect pr_operly,ro_r not?
‘We don’t even know. When was the last time an inspection was conducted? Where and when
did they check for clectricity usage? What régulations Were followed during these inspec- _
| 'tions? Even when we requested documents related to these mspecnons we were unable to

:_obtam them Many documents have -been submmed for this publac hearing meetmg, but are

all of them accessible to the pubilc? No, when we ask for them, we are denied access, The .

Village Administrative Officer, Revenue Inspector, Tahsllda_r, and oIh_ers _sh_ould_proyl(_ie full
details such as: ‘Can this quarry, _fecommended__.by.thc_ _dfﬁ_c_ia!s, operate at this location?’ - 3

‘Are there no houses within a 300-meter radius of the quarry?” *Are there no apartments or

permanent buildings nearby?’ 1f such basic questions are not answered transparently, it isnot '

just a public accusation but a proven fact that fals.e_ .inf:o_rmat_ior_l__is repeatedly being prov__ide_d.
We already have evidence demonstrating this palterh 4CrOSS various quarries, This is a serious
problem _ |

-‘When quarries operate within the law we do not raise any objecilons If they follow
the guidelines of the Environmental Impact Project and Environmental Impact Assessment,
and conduct their work in a way that is safe for nature, that is acceptable, However, in reality,
they do not follow what is promised in these projects. When public consultations or opinion
polls are called, most people are unaware of them and do not participate. They simply sit qui-
etly, even though these issues directly affect their lives. They watch helplessly as agriculture

declines and water resources diminish."




When permission was first granted, quarrying was allowed to a depth of thirty, forty,
fifty, or sixty meters. But now, permissions are being given for quarrying at depths of 200
feet, even 300 feet. The problem is that groundwater wells, which are usually between 40 to
80 feet deep, start to dry up automatically. No one has a clear answer for this. Even if they
mention anything about it in the project plan, they avoid explaining the impact. They also
claim that quarrying is done using the benching method, which means excavating in a
stepped or staircase manner. The Revenue Divisional Officer should carry out a thorough in-
spection and issue a detailed report on this matter."

There is a District Environmental Engineer to whom we have submitted many com-
plaints. The rules followed here are those of the Directorate General of Mines Safety. Regard-
ing the quarry, the benching method is important not only for worker safety but also for over-
all safety. It is a serious allegation that these safety measures are not being implemented, and
we have substantial evidence to support this claim. Are they establishing green belts as re-
quired? If so, they are not doing it properly. They claim to control pollution in this project
using water sprinklers and assure us there will be no problems, but the reality is different."

Based on the experience of the entire area, the damage here is already significant.
This is where the conflict arises. Whether it is chemical fumes or stone dust, both are highly
harmful to the people and the crops. The crops get covered in this dust and chemicals, which
reduces their yield. They claim that there are five to six thousand acres of agricultural land,
and fifteen thousand acres are barren. I don’t know what data they are using, but agriculture
is still significant here. There is more agricultural activity on the fertile lands than idle land.
Even if they say, as a slogan, to activate quarrying only in idle areas, the quarry that is al-
ready operating here does the stone, M-sand, or P-sand extracted from it benefit the local
people? The answer is no. These materials are mined in large quantities and transported to
Kerala and other states, not primarily used by the local community.

We have conducted many protests regarding this issue. The quarry and crusher own-
ers here are unwilling to offer materials to the people at affordable prices. Instead, they in-
crease the prices four times a year. As prices rise, ordinary people especially those from poor
families cannot even afford to build a house. There is a large working class population here,
but the wealthy quarry owners and others who have profited from this business live comfort-
ably. They have no problems and can spend Crores to build as big a house as they want. To-
day, prices have risen as if the common people have been completely abandoned. On the oth-
er hand, due to political corruption, bribes of several lakhs of rupees have to be paid to offi-
cials. If you don’t pay bribes and try to act honestly, you will face difficulties and be ig-

nored."



Now, who should take action on all of this? Who is responsible for doing what? If the
existing quarry laws are to be enforced, then explosives cannot be brought in and stored ille-
gally, causing damage through unauthorized blasting. But when action is needed, no action is
taken. When a waterway passes through the area, it is being cut and destroyed. Even irriga-
tion canals are being damaged and diverted to expand the quarry. They are openly violating
regulations to enlarge their operations. If evidence is needed, we are ready to provide it. De-
spite this, officials accuse us of changing our story or making false claims about pouring con-
crete and other issues related to cancelled quarries, In another village near the Prakash quarry,
are they following the rules? No, they are not complying with the regulations as instructed.” .

‘Now, who should be responsible for implementing all these rules? Who should take
action? According to the existing quarry laws, illegal explosives should not be brought in and
stored  yet they have done S0, and the resuitmg exploswns have caused mgmf‘ lcant damage
'When it comes to. takmg actzon, none is taken. When a waterway passes through the area, )
they cut it off When there i is an 1rngatlon canai they cut that off too, openly expandmg the_
quarry mto these areas. We are ready to provide proof if needed Meanwhile, they. clalm that
we are changmg the story, alleging that concrete is being poured and raising doubts. about an
. abandoned quarry. In another village near Prakash’s quarry, what is the Situatlon? Are they
-_ foliowmg the ruies? No, they are not. : ' S T "
| _ s thls what the report says? If so, they are hldmg the exnstence of a reszdence here a_ :
re51dence _]ust three hundred meters away. They are compietely concealing this fact, They are‘
also. hxdmg the presence of a government owned elevated water tank, Is all of thls within the
-rules of the law? No, it is cleariy outside the law. So, what acnon should be taken agamst the
1ofﬁc:1als who allow thzs ev1dence to be hidden? Immedlate action is necessary. It is normal
._for quarry operators to apply for licenses and seek permission based on the law. Whether it is
_.'t_he \_flll_age_Admlms_trauy_e Officer, Revenue Insp_ecto_r, _'_I‘ahs:idar, o_r any othe__r_ o_ff e_;al, ._t_hey
‘must _con_duc_t proper inspections and issue a__eeur_afe _repor_ts._ How-nieny_times have we been
told repeatedly that ‘there is nothing’ and permission has been granted based on false infor-
mation? We have be_en_ fighting against such ﬁlisinforma_tion f;om_rﬁu_it_ip!e_ si_des. O_fﬁoiais
simply approve the permission and move.on._ Once, pen_n_iss_i._on_ is g_f_a_nted, even if it means the
destruction of a house, household garden, or expansion of an existing home, it becomes im-.

possible to stop.”

Here, Thiru Nataraj is present. The existing house is recorded in old revenue docu-
ments dating back to 1970. Despite this, the quarry owner is going to court, filing a case, and

arguing for the demolition of the house. All the necessary documents, including tax pay-




ments, are already with the revenue department. Even with all these records, the quarry own-
er is filing a case claiming that no one should build within three hundred meters of the quarry
and demanding that everything be demolished. How is this justified? Unfortunately, this is
happening repeatedly. As a result, farmers are severely affected by these quarry activities.
Crop growth has been completely stunted, and the farmers’ income opportunities have been
destroyed. This is the core problem. If there truly are no residential areas within 300 meters
of the quarry, then there would be no issue for the public living nearby."

Now you see, they hide the existence of sites and houses within the 300 meters radius.
They conceal what is clearly recorded in the revenue department documents and shown on
the field maps. Even if an old house is demolished, when the owner tries to rebuild it, they
are prevented from doing so. They register the property as if nothing exists there. We raise
complaints and protest, but when inspections are finally carried out, everything is found to be
there. The same officers who initially told us that no one lived there later admit that there are
residents something that happened without our knowledge. Then, they try to calm everyone
down, and this cycle continues repeatedly."

Regarding the quarry, the people here can only live sustainably if the rules and laws
are strictly followed. The farmers in this area depend on this. Instead, they claim to be
providing education to the local people, exporting stone and soil to other states and regions,
and offering employment opportunities. But how many people do the quarry owners actually
employ locally? How many workers in the quarries have ESI and PF benefits? How many
have been provided with medical insurance? How many relevant documents have been sub-
mitted for this quarry? We have spoken to the workers and those employed in the quarry.
Very few of them have medical or health insurance, and only a limited number are properly
registered. What kinds of compliance documents have been submitted?"

Everything is happening without regulation and illegally whether it is this quarry or
the entire cluster of quarries here, We are conducting a public survey within a 500 meters
radius of the cluster, asking how many people in Palladam Union are properly paying GST
and income tax, The answer is that nothing is being done properly.

They are asking the court to impose a fine of one hundred and fifty crore rupees on a
single quarry. The fine requested ranges from seventy-eight crores to one hundred and fifty
crores because that quarry alone has illegally extracted two million cubic meters of material.
Is it necessary to fight for three years over this? Why do they file false cases against farmers
and create all these problems? We are only asking for justice. Quarry owners must act fairly
and within the law., However, the quarrymen and officials claim that we are doing illegal

work, breaking the rules, and operating without proper documentation. In the end, when we



protest, no one takes responsibility. If an accident happens, it will be the quarry owner who
bears the consequences. That is why a drone survey has been started today. There is also
Google satellite data available. All the documents exist. Many are illegally operating quar-
ries, thinking they can hide whatever they want. When questioned, they lie and deny it. We
have taken historical Google satellite maps and provided details about when various quarries
were operating. Although we don’t have every document we have submztted most of the
available ones." '

When did it operate? Did it have permission? We are providing details on whether
permission was granted or not, This is the situation with the entire area’s operations. Instead
of operating within the law and taking action on the complaints already submitted, no action
is being taken. I don’t know what the Assistant Director of Mines is working for. He does not
act on the complaints we have submitted, but he is trying to grant permission for a new qo_ar-
. _ _. | B _ . _
B _ Slmllarly, 4 company called SEIAA is decewmg the people and. mvestors by askmg

ihem to hold this public hearing, If perm:sSlon is granted only after paying several lakhs per -
acre, then they are charging that amount for each acre they approve. What concern _dQ_ they
-really have for the environment? 1 want to make this clear in this publie hearing' The Tamil
.Nadu State Enwronmemal lmpact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) contlnues to be corrupt. If
they keep deceiving the people, farmers, and everyone else by takmg bnbes and produemg
fake reports without conducting proper environmental lmpact__asses_sment_s, we will organize a
major protest in front of the Environmental Impact Assessment Commission in Chennai.
There is no o_ther option. It is the_duty of the Environmental Impact .Assessment Commission
to protect nature. But they say they don’t even watch the videos of meetmgs when we ap- o '
proach the Member Secretary and Chalrman of the Commzssnon ' ' :
~-Then why hold this meeting? If they do not even watch the video of the pubilc hear-
ing, why ask the people, the farmers, and others for their opinions whether in support opposi-
tion, or legal explanations about the impact? If the Tamil Nadu State Env:ronmental Impact
Assessment Authority (SEIAA) is not willing to listen to any of this, then why contmue to
fool and deceive the public? If permission is granted only when bribes or interest payments
are made, then who will put an end to all this?" BTN _ L

There is already extensive quarrying in these areas, with crushers aed o_t.her operations
running, The environmental impact is very high. Vehicles carrying excessive loads are driv-
ing on the tar and village roads in this region, which is in violation of Supreme Court orders.
The Ministry of Road Transport and the Tamil Nadu Transport Department have issued clear

guidelines specifying the maximum permissible vehicle weight to ensure road safety. If vehi-




cles adhere to these weight limits, the roads and infrastructure will be protected. The local
administration and quarry owners must also follow these regulations. Roads that are supposed
to last three to five years are being damaged within just three months. As a result, the public
and ordinary people are unable to use the roads safely, leading to accidents and frequent
deaths. Everyone must work together to prevent this."

For many years, we have been demanding that permission for quarrying should not be
granted below forty feet. The reason is that the water in the wells here is drying up, making
agriculture impossible. Most farmers still rely on well irrigation. Therefore, based on this, we
firmly state that permission for quarrying below forty feet should not be granted. Regarding
explosives, it is the government's duty to control the movement of illegal explosives. First
and foremost, this must be regulated and controlled. CCTV cameras should be installed in all
quarries, and barbed wire fences should be erected to prevent accidents, as many people, in-
cluding the public and cattle, have fallen into quarry pits. This is a major problem that needs
immediate attention. Additionally, everyone should be aware that the government and corpo-
ration are committing a huge fraud by transporting garbage and dumping it in the quarry pits.
After permits are issued, the quarry exceeds the permitted limits, and crores of rupees are in-
volved in irregularities. Dumping garbage in the rock pits to cover this up is a serious fraud.

Sir, they are well aware of how much the environment has been affected and how
many people are impacted. Even today, there is a protest in front of the District Collector’s
office, and this must be stopped immediately. If we grant permission for a quarry, and gar-
bage is dumped in the rock pit as soon as the permission is given, then quarry permissions
should not be granted at all. When the quarry is already causing damage through illegal activ-
ities, permission should be denied. Now, to cover up these damages, various fraudulent activ-
ities are being carried out. If the corporation, administration, and government are also in-
volved in these irregularities, then what kind of fraudulent and illegal practices are these?
Therefore, permission for such quarries should not be granted."

This illegal dumping of garbage in quarries must be stopped immediately. quarries
should not be allowed to operate in violation of rules. I kindly request you to take action to

stop this. Thank you

9. Thiru. Natarajan, Uthukuli

My humble greetings to the District Environmental Engineer, Revenue Commission-
er, respected farmers, and quarry owners present here. My name is Natarajan, from Vengala-
palayam, Uthukuli. We have a question regarding the Viswanathan Quarry, located at Survey

Field No. 153/2: Is this quarry legal? If it were legal, we would not raise any objections or



even speak about it. But since it is not legal, we firmly believe that no legal permission
should be granted to this quarry.

That is, around this quarry, there are residential houses and permanent structures, all
of which fall within 300 meters of the quarry site. According to the law, if such structures
exist within 300 meters of a quarry, then permission should not be granted for quarry opera-
tions, Furthermore, on the eastern side of the quarry, in Survey Field No. 141, there is a house
located just 270 meters away. This is clearly documented in the revenue records, village map,
field map, and the computerized (GIS/radar) map. . | R

“On the southern side of the quarry field, there are houses located at distances of 152
meters and 295 meters, These structures are clearly marked in the Revenue Department rec-
ords, the field map, and the computerized map. In the southeastern part of the quarry field,
there is a recogmzed residential property known as Raghavendra Garden. Addrtlonaily, on the
southwestern side, in Sukampalayam village, Survey Field No. 4, there is a permanent struc-
ture a ;omb which is als_o documented in the Revenue Department records and the computer
map. Therefore, as per the law, since all these permanent structures lie within the.BOO_;neters
prohibited zone, permission should not be granted for the operation of this quarry. . s

Moreover the quarry proponents are falsely clatmmg that certam houses have col-

iapsed or are damaged, in an attempt to hide their exrstence. However, as per Rule 36 of the

Minor Mineral Concession Rule_s, 1959, any structure rdent_rﬂe_d_ as a house in the UDR (U_p_- o

dated Document of Records) of the Revenue Department is to be treated as a house, regard-
less of its current physical condition. Even if the structure is collapsed or damaged, it is still
legally recognized as a residential building, aS confirmed in the official records. We have also

attached an RTI response document that brings out this historical fact and supports our claim,

Additionaily, as per Section 83 of the Electrlc:ty Act 1956, if a hagh voltage tower and :ts o |

650 Volts line are located .W1t_h_m 300 meters from the boundary of the proposed quarr Y site,
permission for quarrying should not be granted, In this case, 'a high-voitage tower is located
within 300 meters of the quarry field. Furthermore, a 1ow voltage power line ers within 50
meters of the site. Therefore as per the law, penmssron for thls quarry cannot and shouid not
be granted. - e e
Similarly, if a road or stream is located within 50 meters of the quarry fi field, permis-
sion should not be granted to operate the quarry, This is because, accordmg to government
documents, the stream, tar road and footpath are government property. When these features
fall within 50 meters, a buffer zone of at least 10 meters must be maintained, but in this case,

no such distance has been left,




Furthermore, a minimum clearance of 175 feet must be maintained from low-voltage
electricity lines. Additionally, an electricity tower and its lines are located within 300 meters
on the eastern side of the quarry field. According to the Minor Mineral Concession Rules,
1959, if there is a ditch or water body nearby, a minimum distance of 50 meters must be
maintained. There is a ditch near Survey Field No. 153, where the Velampalayam quarry is
proposed, Since this stream is less than 50 meters away from the quarry field, this constitutes
a violation of government regulations and the Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959. There-
fore, as per the law, permission should not be granted to this quarry. Because the stream
shown on the field map does not allow for the legally required buffer zone, this quarry cannot
be legally permitted.

Apart from this, there are many permanent and temporary settlements within a radius
of 300 meters around the proposed quarry site. Various government regulations clearly state
that approved permanent and temporary houses should not be located within 300 meters of a
quarry. Therefore, permission for the quarry should not be granted as per the law. Moreover,
Google satellite images also show houses on the eastern side, located in Survey Field Nos.
103, 121, 178, and 212 meters from the quarry site. According to Rule 19 of the Minor Min-
eral Concession Rules, 1959, if there are overhead water tanks, water supply arrangements,
government bore wells, water lifting stations, or bore wells within 500 meters of the quarry
site, a buffer zone of 500 meters must be maintained. In this case, there are approved houses,
water bodies, overhead tanks, and government bore wells within 500 meters of the quarry
site. Therefore, permission for this quarry cannot be granted under the existing law. |

According to the law, reeds should be blasted in quarries. However, in reality, no one
blasts reeds in these quarries. This negligence causes significant damage to the nearby agri-
cultural lands. Therefore, permission should not be granted to this quarry. Furthermore, the
existing well in the area is only forty feet deep, yet permission is being given for quarrying up
to 150 feet deep. If this permission is granted, all the water in the well will drain into the
quarry pit, making farming impossible after some time. The dust, soil pollution, and air pollu-
tion caused by the quarry severely affect the local environment,

Goats and cows cannot graze safely, and children living nearby are suffering from
health issues, including an increased incidence of B-2 diabetes. Additionally, regulations state
that vehicles weighing more than ten tons should not be allowed on rural roads. However, the
trucks transporting M-Sand or jelly are loaded with 80 to 90 Tons, far exceeding the limit. As
a result, roads that should last 8 years are being damaged and rendered unusable in just three
months, causing significant financial loss to the government. Considering all these factors, I

earnestly request that permission not be granted to this quarry.



10. Thiru. 10. K.S. Thirugnana Sampanthan, Chief Coordinator of the TamilNadu
Noyyal Agricultural Protection Association.

Hello everyone, My name is K.S. Thirugnana Sampanthan, Chief Coordinator of the
Tamil Nadu Noyyal Agricultural Protection Association. Today, we are honored by the pres-
ence of the respected Revenue Divisional Officer, who has come to attend this public hearing
meeting, On behalf of everyone, 1 extend our warm greetings to him. I also extend my re-
spectful greetings to the District Revenue Officer, who is presiding over this meeting; the
District Environmental Engineer; the distinguished agricultural experts present here; the es-

teemed farmers; and the government officials who have registered their opinions to support

our cause, Additionally, we welcome those who have come seeking licenses, as well as the

members affiliated with the quarrymen and crushers’ industrial organizations. -

_ Farst of all, the quarry owners should not be hostlle or confrontatronal toward those
expressing their opinions at thls pubhc hearmg It is true that ‘you need to conduct your busi-
ness for your own development but at the same trme you must smcerely consader the con-
cerns of the affected people. Everyone here is aware that we are all farmers; no one is new to
this reailty We must aoknowledge thls fact and share a common v1sron to protect and pre- '

'.serve our area,,

Unttl now, there has been no sagmﬁcant impact from the quarry operat:ons When o

there are no problems, people do not raise objections. If any 1mpact oceurs, the farmers and
the community will speak up, This industry has been operating in this area for up,to fifty
years, and until now, thes_e issues have not arisen, nor have objections been officially record-
ed. However, with the evolving circumstances, s_tricter rules and regulations, and increased
fawareness,_conﬂicts with nearby farmers have emerged? causing various difficulties. The
practice of conducting business, earning profits, and compensating the government for any -
damages _should no longer continue un_check__ed_ in the future, because the Sit_u_ation has
changed. Technology has advanced signiﬂcantly. Today, using tools like Google Earth, any-
one can easily check details such as what lies within ten meters, how deep the quarry is, and
how much stone has been extracted, all from wherever they are. _ '
Therefore, 1 kindly request the respected quarry owners: please stop viewing those
who raise these concerns with hostility or animosity. We are all part of the same community.
We share relationships and friendships, and I urge you to consider this, Look around at the
people living and working near you, and approach them with kindness and respect. Only by
doing so can these problems are resolved. Instead of focusing solely on business growth from

one perspective, you should consider the broader impact on the community.




This kind of conflict will not go on forever because we have taken steps to address it
in various ways. You may try to block us through personal relationships or friendships, but
despite all that, someone will raise their voice. Complaints will be made; problems will be
brought to light. Officials and ministers will be informed, and large sums of money may be
spent to resolve these issues. Is this business right if it harms the farmers and people here
from the very beginning? Is it operating within the law and following the Quarry Act? Is it
respecting the natural environment? Will the business harm the people of this village, the
farmers, the water sources, or the streams? Will it negatively affect the environment and all

“living beings here? If such harm is possible, the respected administrative and revenue officers
of this village should carefully examine all these factors first and take necessary action to
stop the quarry operations.

If permission is granted, it may be done under pressure or some form of influence.
However, what will be the consequence of granting permission in violation of the law? They

:-com‘c.he.re'wanting to do business, and if permission is given unlawfully, they will apply,
complete the process, and Begin operations. But only when problems arise will the full impact
become clear.

Therefore, the Revenue Department must act with great caution, as this is where the
fundamental issue lies. Please be vigilant, The situation is not the same as before; monitoring
is happening from multiple angles and in various ways. I respectfully request the Revenue
Divisional Officer and the District Environmental Engineer present here to carefully docu-
ment the concerns raised by Mr, Viswanathan regarding this quarry. They should prepare a
thorough report using engineering technology to verify whether the quarry complies with the
legal framework and the applicable regulations. If the quarry is found to be within the legal
framework, then a license may be granted. However, the decision must be based strictly on
" the evidence and documentation presented here.

If anything is done in violation of the law anywhere, problems will arise for everyone
later. Differences of opinion will lead to hostility and ongoing conflicts. Therefore, I urge the
respected Revenue Divisional Officer and the District Environmental Engineer to carefully
review all the documents provided, thoroughly examine whether the quarry operations com-
ply with the law, and assess their impact on the natural environment. Everything must be
done properly and transparently. If the project is found to be against the law, permission must
not be granted. We have made this clear, as Brother Sathish and Natarajan have already stat-

ed.



I believe that after a long time, a public hearing is finally being held in 63-
Velampalayam, Given the current situation, it is important that we all do our duty responsibly

because the entire environment here has changed.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur

South

All comments received from the public, both via video and in writing, will be submit-
ted to the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) on CD and in written
form, with the approval of the District Collector. Additionally, the CDs containing the op-
tions expressed by the public during this public hearing meeting have been kept in our office
and are available for purchase by anyone interested. With that, the public hearing meeting has

now concluded.

W o L

District Environmental Engineer Revenue Divisional Officer
TNPC Board, Tiruppur South Tiruppur
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