MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED
BLACK GRANITE QUARRY OF M/S TAMIL NADU MINERALS LIMITED
AT S.F.NO.896 OVER AN EXTENT OF 17.50.0 HA IN AJJANAHALLI
VILLAGE, PENNAGARAM TALUK, DHARMAPURI DISTRICT ON
08.04.2025 AT 11.00 A.M., IN M/S. R.N.MAHAL (RAMANAGAMMAL),
NEAR VASANTHAM THEATRE, ERIYUR VILLAGE, PENNAGARAM
TALUK, DHARMAPURI DISTRICT. ‘

PRESIDING OFFICERS:

1. Tmt.R.Gayathri . Revenue Divisional Officer,
Dharmapuri.

2. Thiru.K.Udayakumar : District Environmental Engineer,

TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,

Dharmapuri.

List of Project representatives and public participated is enclosed

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Dharmapuri:
At the outset, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu

Pollution Control Board, Dharmapuri welcomed the Revenue Divisional
Officer, Dharmapuri, the Project Proponents, the Consultant and the Public
who have attended the Public Hearing' conducted for obtaining
Environmental Clearance for the above said proposed project of the unit of
M/s. Tamil Nadu Minerals Limited at S.F.N0.896 over an extent of 17.50.0
ha in Ajjanahalli Village, Pennagaram Taluk, Dharmapuri District.

The wunit has submitted its application before State Level
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) and obtained Terms of
Reference (ToR). It was instructed to conduct Public Hearing and submit the
proceedings of the same.

Based on the above, public notice has been published in Daily
Newspaper Dinakaran (Tamil) and The New Indian Express (English) on
26.02.2025. The Executive Summary and Draft EIA report of the above said

projects are kept in the Government Offices premises for public reference
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and Pamphlets were issued to the public regarding the Public Hearing.
Presentation will be given by the Project Proponent after that the
public are requested to furnish their views / remarks regarding this project,
by mentioning their name and village. The public can also furnish their
views as written representation. The recorded video along with written
representations will be submitted to the Board and further submitted to
State Level Environmental Impact Assessment Authority for further

necessary action. The Consultant is requested to explain the project.

Technical Presentation by the Project Proponent Thiru.E.Ganesan,

Deputy Manager, Tamil Nadu Minerals Limited:

The Project Proponent has made a Technical Power Point Presentation
briefing the project of M/s. Tamil Nadu Minerals Limited at S.F.No.896 over
an extent of 17.50.0 ha in Ajjanahalli Village, Pennagaram Taluk,

Dharmapuri District.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Dharmapuri:

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Dharmapuri has requested the public to furnish their views /

remarks regarding this project by mentioning their name and their village.
1.Thiru.C.V.Maathu, Chinnavaththalapuram, Ajjanalli Panchayat.

He welcomed the officials who has come to attend this meeting. I
extend my initial greetings, noting that this project has been progressing
excellently for a long time. My own Panchayat has many numbers of black
granite quarries and at the same time, some quarries have been closed due

to no work.

That quarries also opéned and maintaining a good reputation. During
the M.G.R. period, we met along with members of the legislative assembly

regarding more quarries operating in Dharmapuri District. Thiru P.K.
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Muthusamy and Thiru.Appunugounder were met Thiru.Gopal IAS at
secretariat and addressed the same. He mentioned that he would send two
ministers to inaugurate the quarry. Similarly, he sent two Hon’ble ministers,
Thiru K.K. Krishnasamy and Thiru.Kuzhandhaivelu, belonging to All India
Dravida Munetra Kazhagam, for inauguration, resulting in many job
opportunities for people. Similarly in Sunchalnatham and other villages
there are granite deposits. We are currently requesting that all of this should
be taken into government and to proVide employment opportunities to the

public and also we welcomed this project.

2.Thiru.D.A. Mani, Kodihalli Panchayat, Former Chairman, Former

Councillor

He welcomed the ofﬁcials, public representatives and public who has
come to attend this public hearing meeting. There are 35 workers are
already being worked in this quarries. If the projects situated in this area, it
will be benefitted to 50 workers employed in various activities like vehicle

operation.

Earlier, many ‘workers were went to Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Kerala, Maharashtra, and Madhya Pradesh from here. As far as we know,
quarrying operation were commenced only in Ajjanahalli village. As a result,
many have gone abroad. Some people involved quarrying operation in
Andhra Pradesh most of the workers were learned quarrying business from

here but no one from Karnataka.

As a result, many people in our village will benefit. The royalty amount
of Rs.4000/- will be credited to the local panchayat. Similarly Rs.15 Lakhs
was given to Eriyur High school for construction of compound wall, water
facility, If quarrying activity was carried out for 100m we will be benefitted
with royalty amount of Rs.4.0 Lakhs which will be helpful to local panchayat
for schools and water supply. I thank you for getting opportunity to speak in

this publié hearing meeting. Thank you.



3. Thiru. A. Palanisamy, former Panchayat Union Chairman, Eriyur

He welcomed the officials, public representatives and public who has
come to attend this public hearing meeting. They reported that school
development and drinking water facility will be provided for public. However,
an important issue is narrow road in this area. Heavy vehicles are frequently
passing through so we kindly request you to consider widening of these
narrow roads. We humbly request you to provide employment opportunities

for the people in this area. We welcomed this project. Thank you.
4. Thiru.Ra.sa. Ulaganathan, SanthaiPettai Village, Ajjanalli Panchayat

My respectful greetings to all including the District Environmental
Engineer and the Revenue Divisional Officer. Previously, there is a road on
south of this quarry that is used by the public which connects two villages.
We had previously visited this road and discussed with the TAMIN. This
road reduces the distance for transporting stones by 3 kilometers. It directly
leads to the main road. We request that this road be opened for public use.
Furthermore, we request that employment opportunities be given to the

local workers. Thank you.

5. Thiru.Anandan, Pathalalli, Naam Tamilar Katchi Pennaagaram
District Secretary

Black granite is rarely available in the world, especially found in the
Dharmapuri and Krishnagiri Districts. The government provides funding to
protect a species that is becoming eridangered. Laws have been enacted to
safeguard it. Rarely available granite is not available for our usage; for
example, we excavate 4truckloads of soil from lake for construction of
buildings. If unknown person informed the police or revenue department,
they will seize the vehicle. This is the current situation, our resources are
going to foreign countries, we don't have any benefit as far as I'm concerned.
They reported that funds have been allotted to the district for development

of local panchayat. We need to first compile a list of what livelihoods exist in
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our local area. There is a mahdatory to protect them. Now the government is
sayin;g that they will give all of this. I am a member of this party, and I have

been given an ID card.

The District Environmental Engineer has also put on his ID card. How‘
many government employees are there? A government has also issued order.
Even if ID cards and name badges are provided, no one wear ID card, so it is
difficult to identify between the general public and government employees. It
is the situation here. What impact will this granite quarry have on the
people? You are saying that the chemicals used for the process without
emanating noise, If that rock is cutting without any noiSe, will that chemical
really have no impact? It is possible to emanating smoke, mixing with the
air, Mixing with the soil, and with water, when it enters the earth, it will
definitely affect the livelihoods here. Now they say they will allow 30 meters,

but there is no guarantee that they will actually do 30 meters.

The Tamil Nadu government has yet to conduct elections for local
bodies as per the Tamil Nadu Panchayat Raj Act. Similarly, toll plazas on
highways must be stopped immediately once a validity of the period was

expired.

Both the central and state governments have not taken any action in
this regard. Here, all the people are unaware. Certainly, the quarry will
definitely affect the livelihoods and property of the people here. The public
has come together to express that they do not want this project, and around
16 or 17 people in the surrounding areas have signed in one petition. We
have one request letter and also we hope that you will receive it. We Naam
Tamizhar katchi and the Environment Wing opposed the project and

registered. Thank you.
6. Thiru. Sivakumar', Naam Tamilar Party, Ramakondanalli

My name is Sivakumar, and I haffe been a candidate of Naam Tamilar
Party since 2016. I know all the details about this area. I am from

Ramakondanalli village. We have come to express our opinions to you.
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However, They refuse to let us share our views. You are conducting public
hearing meetings, but there are only about 20 to 30 officials present. No

local people from that area.

They said that no noise will be generated while operating the
machineries. If you open the window you will see how worst the quarries are
being operated. They are ly;ing. To clarify the public opinions are needed
from those living near the quarry. No one here from around the quarry.
There are 10 members from the PMK party and 5 from the Naam Tamilar
Party present here. If the consultation is being continued we protest against
the proposed project in presence of Thiru.seeman. We stated that we will not

allow this quarry.

Furthermore, the quarry located at number 893, handed over to the
government. They said that they have implemented whatever the
government planned. Yesterday, we went to that site and observed black

stones in the site. No plants and vegetation were maintained.

Now, quarry situated in SF.No.896, covered with green vegetation if
your destroying the vegetation we don’t want that project. If you act against
this, our brother has expressed that he is ready to come to the field to

protest. Thank you for the opportunity.
7. Thiru. Ayyappan, Neruppur

There are three quarries are operating in Eriyur Panchayat.
Dharmapuri District is already a very drought-prone area. They are planning
to remove the green trees where the stone quarries are located. While
removing stones, they destroying the trees. They are planning to plant 2200
trees. However, it takes at least 3 years for those 2,200 trees to grow. Not
only that, but it is unlikely that all 2,200 trees will alive. They are saying
that at least 1,700 trees will definitely grow, but there is doubt as to whether

they will protect and nurture those 1,700 trees.



They are stating that the local people are being benefitted from this,
but they mentioned that only 30 workers are engaged. These 30 workers will
go out and work, while the others will stay here? Only these 30 people are
supposed to benefit. The extraction of mineral resources is impacting the

environment. Hence we oppose it.
8.Thiru. Gokulraj, Ajjanalli Panchayat, Moongil Maduvu

I completely oppose the establishment of this quarry. There is no
greenery in any locality. If we need to grow a single plant or mountain, it will
take many years. Who is granting permission to extract from this quarry

and everyone in the Ajjanahalli Panchayat oppose it.

No one is supporting this, is that clear? We have one request to the
authorities: this must be completely stopped, and we will resist it. If anyone

dares to challenge this, we are ready to oppose it. Thank you.
9.Thiru. Pandian

We have been involved in granite work since our grandfather's period.
Similarly, we need this buisness. If this business comes we will meet out our
daily livelihood. We have travelled many places like Madurai, Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha and Madhya Pradesh. We have no other work. We have
travelled from village to village for this work. We need this quarry. We are

always ready to work.

10. Thiru. Thamarai Selvan, Periyavaththalapuram

There is no proper invitation for the villagers around where this
quarry is establishing. Without an invitation, there is no way to know. My
land is next to that quarry. The villagers from Periyavaththalapuram,
Chinna Vaththalapuram, Chandappatti, and Kottathundu Kaadu have not
received proper information. Furthermore, if there had been a public
meeting held in Ajjanahalli Panchayat'about this quarry, it would have been

easier for everyone to come and go. Now, if I rush and start at 10 AM, I will



only learn about it at 11 AM and have to rush over. I am a landowner near

that quarry; I own a patta land there.

The government is un(iertaking this quarry operation, and while it's
good that the government is gi;ring it to a private party, we have no road
access around that quarry. There’s no way to carry out agriculture there.
Therefore, it would be good to establish pathways before starting, as we
currently have no routes. We have no access for farming or bringing
materials from the forest. The land around the quarry is just government

land.

After addressing the basic needs of the people, if the quarry operation
does not affect them, there will be no objection. The villagers surrounding
the area lack proper information. The residents near the quarry should be
aware of the survey number in their vicinity. It would have been good if

there had been a public meeting in the village to gather opinions.

Currently, the affected people are not informed, and as we said this,
we are outside. I am rushing over. You should consider how many people
live around here. In this case, no one from Periyavaththalapuram, Chinna
Vaththalapuram, or Chandai Pettai villages is present. There are a few
elders and C.V. Muthu, who has come here, but the affected people don’t
have any information. Only if they are informed can they express their
opinions. We have no access roads; if the quarry starts, there will be no
transportation route, and there will be no way to reach the forest or the
farmland. You can take steps as you want after arranging the pathways for
us. We won’t object to that. The paths to access our farmland lead to quarry
number 896, my numbers are 734/4C1, 4C2, and 734 /B where we reside.
We have farmland and a house there, and all the necessary facilities for
living will not be accessible if the quarries come. There are no paths for us
now; you should arrange transportation and conduct the quarry operations.
However, a public meeting needs to bé conducted properly otherwise, proper

information will not reach the villagers. Therefore, I request that to conduct



public hearing in Periyavaththalapuram, Chinna Vaththalapuram, Chandai
Pettai, and Kottathundu.

If action is taken properly after gathering the people's opinions, that
would be appreciated. I came here suddenly because I received information
unexpectedly. Such information should be made available to the village
people. If you had conveyed it to the villagers surrounding 896, that would
have been better. After providing proper pathways, you should conduct the
quarry without affecting their farmland. Yet, I again insist that the public
meeting must be conducted in our village. Not everyone in our village is
aware of this situation. There may be people who cannot reach this place,
and there are differently—abled individuals among them; how will they
arrive? I have indeed come here in a hurry. If you gather the opinions of all
the people, that would be good for those living in the 'é;gricultural land

surrounding the village. Thank you.
11. Thiru. Rajendran, Periyavaththalapuram

As Thiru, Thamarai Selvan mentioned, there is a problem with the
road arbund that quarry. This mining company has put up a fence, and if
permission is granted to leave a path through it, ‘that route will be
convenient for the areas of Chandapettai, Periyavaththalapuram, and
Chinna Vaththalapuram. I kindly request you to address this issue. If you
could arrange for this road to be provided, I humbly ask that you also
consider what indirect employment opportunities can be given to the people

of that village. Thank you.

12. Thiru. Mani

He welcomed the officials, public representatives and public who has
come to attend this public hearing meeting. The farmers surrounding this
quarry located at SF.No.896 are the one present inside. The representatives

Thiru.Seeman should not speak. This gathering consists of all our

Panchayat farmers, this is our Panchayat.



Revenue Divisional Officer, Dharmapuri

Please do not mention party matters. Talk about the quarry only.

Please express your opinion on this project only.
Thiru. Mani,

From our village, Chinnavaththalapuram, Periyavaththalapuram,
Chandabettai, and Kottathundu Forest, all the people are going to Andhra,
Karnataka, and Kerala for labour work. If quarry work starts there, 100
workers will get jobs. We have not expressed any opposition to this. We
humbly request you to complete this properly and thank you for giving us

the opportunity to speak.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Dharmapuri

On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, I would like to
express my gratitude to all those who have come to the public hearing

meeting.

Additionally, the attendance register of participants in the public
hearing, a short clip of audio and video recordings (Pendrive), the petition

received and photographs are attached herewith.

oo 0 %
. 2Sahe : . 2% |
District Environmental Engineer, Revenue Divisional Officer
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board, Dharmapuri
Dharmapuri
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