MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED
BLACK GRANITE QUARRY OF M/S TAMIL NADU MINERALS LIMITED AT
S.F.NO.254 (PART) OVER AN EXTENT OF 29.00.23 HA IN PATHALAHALLI
VILLAGE, KARIMANGALAM TALUK, DHARMAPURI DISTRICT ON
09.04.2025 AT 11.00 A.M., IN M/S. K.P.M THIRUMANA MANDAPAM
KAMBAINALLUR VILLAGE, KARIMANGALAM TALUK, DHARMAPURI
DISTRICT.

PRESIDING OFFICERS:

1. Tmt.R.Kavitha : District Revenue Officer,
‘Dharmapuri.
2. Thiru.K.Udayakumar . District Environmental Engineer,

TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,

Dharmapuri.
List of Project representatives and public participated is enclosed

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Dharmapuri

At the outset, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board, Dharmapuri welcomed the District Revenue Officer,
Dharmapuri, the Project Proponents, the Consultant and the Public who have
attended the Public Hearing conducfed for obtaining Environmental Clearance
for the above said proposed project of the unit of M/s. Tamil Nadu Minerals
Limited at S.F.No.254 (Part) over an extent of 29.00.23 Ha, Pathalahalli Village,

Karimangalam Taluk, Dharmapuri District.

The unit has submitted its application before State Level Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) and obtained Terms of Reference (ToR). It
was instructed to conduct Public Hearing and submit the proceedings of the

same.

Based on the above, public notice has been published in Daily



Newspaper “Dinathanthi” (Tamil) and “The New Indian Express” (English) on
26.02.2025. The Executive Summary and Draft EIA report of the above said
projects are kept in the Government Offices premises for public reference and

Pamphlets were issued to the public regarding the Public Hearing.

Presentation will be given by the Project Proponent after that the v‘public
are requested to furnish their views / remarks regarding this project, by
mentioning their name and village. The public can also furnish their views as
written representation. The recorded video along with written representations
will be submitted to the Board and further submitted to State Level
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority for further necessary action. The

Consultant is requested to explain the project.

Technical Presentation by the Project Proponent Thiru.E.Ganesan, Deputy

Manager, Tamil Nadu Minerals Limited:

‘The Project Proponent has made a Technical Power Point Presentation
briefing the project of M/s. Tamil Nadu Minerals Limited at S.F.No.254 (Part)
over an extent of 29.00.23 Ha, Pathalahalli Village, Karimangalam Taluk,

Dharmapuri District.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Dharmapuri:

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Dharmapuri has requested the public to furnish their views / remarks

regarding this project by mentioning their name and their village.
1.Thiru.Tirumal Kumaran, Kathirnayakkanahalli

Nowadays, farming is really difficult. Agriculture is weakened. Usually, at
early morning 5.00 clock I went to field to drive away peacock from the field.
There’s no other work. Similarly, in the evening, from 4 to 7 o’clock, the same

is being continued. When conditions are like this, all the wild animals in the



forest get scared by the noise and will come to our farmland. Only I know how
hard we work to farm here. There’s no labour available to hire. Everyone leaves
to work elsewhere just to earn food. No one comes to work in farmlands. Even
if we struggle and keep farming under these circumstances, how much effort
do we have to put in just to protect the crops? On top of that, there are pest
problems on one side, lack of fertilizers on another, and water shortages. Amid

all these difficulties, the farmer suffers greatly.

I have worked in quarries for 10 years, so what problem would arise?
Even equipped with advanced machines, there will be noise and pollution.
Even if there is pollution, it’s not a problem for us. But where will the animals
living in the forest go? They’ll all come to the'agricultural land. So how can
farming be done? How can a farmer survive? Today, returning of investment
from farming is uncertain, if such a problem arises, which farmer would be
able to continue farming? With the growing population, many countries already
* face food shortages. You’re not unaware—there has been food scarcity in Sri
- Lanka and Pakistan. If food shortages occur in India, which country will be

able to provide food for such a large population?

You just say something and leave. There is no unity among the farmers.
We can’t even set the price for what we produce. Now, if you ask, they say
paddy is 20 rupees per kilo, but do you know how many thousands of
problems we are facing to harvest that one sack of paddy? The place where we
used to cultivate 20 sacks of paddy now only produces 10 sacks. If you
calculate for those 10 sacks—plowing, fertilizing, transplanting, weeding, and
then using machines during harvesting—after adding all those expenses, all
that’s left is just the grass. Farming is collapsing under these circumstances.
That’s why we don’t agree to these schemes that are done inside the forest.

This is my opinion.

All farmers should come forward a_nd voice their grievances. I am not

saying that this scheme is only for the government's revenue. But the farmers



must not be affected. If even one farmer suffers, what can be done? Today, 1
don’t even know if my son will continue farming in the future. The situation
has deteriorated to that extent. My son doesn’t even know how to cultivate, he
doesn’t understand farming. If this continues, farming will come to an end with
me. With the current population growth, how can we avoid food shortages?
Where else can we produce food? Only farmers can produce food. No matter
how much money you have, what can you do with money alone? Money can
only be spent, but food is what sustains us. Right now, milk is sold for 50 to 60
rupees per liter, but we are only able to buy it for 30 rupees. Yet, if you have
two cows, a woman spends the entire day caring for them. If you calculate their
daily wage as 200 rupees, even then, the money earned from selling the milk is

not enough. In every way, farmers are continuously losing out.

When you go to a fertilizer shop, the price is fixed by the seller; the same
goes for an iron shop or a cement shop. But do we get the same price for the
crops we produce? No, we don’t. The middlemen involved in the process only
benefitted, and many people exploit the farmers. Given this situation, farmers
are thinking of abandoning everything and running away. They are considering
taking up daily wage labour. Those at the lowest level are already taking up

wége labour. But how can a farmer at the middle level go for wage labour?

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Dharmapuri

Your comments are being recorded. Just talk about this project.
Person

I'm saying that all animals are living in the forest. If you work in the
forest, all the animals will come to the farm. Could it be farming? I get up at
5am and go home at 10.30 am. For speaking, 2 acres of land, once in the
morning and once again in the evening, I come home only at 7 pm. You can't

do anything else, you can't go. I was invited to this meeting many times.



—

I came to this meeting with no other option. This is not about harming the

- environment, it's about harming farmers. We don't need this project.

2. Thiru.Gnanaprakash, Irumathur

Let's look at this, towards our future, and what we will achieve is that

~we will have a 2000-year old history. Two thousand years of history. There is a

2000-year history that man lived in this place. But if this 2000 years of history
is there, then nobody has demolished this mountain, that mountain exists
there. We have lived for 2000 yeafs. If all these mountains are taken away,
what is the proof that we can live again for 2000 years. We are going to live

2000 years after taking this mountain. Our earth will be like this, there will be

- no flood, there will be no earthquake, is there any proof of that? This mountain

has a history. If this mountain is gone, there will be no trace of human life. The

proponent says, that he is going to take only the upper level and not the
‘underground. Sir, you know very well. The officials have studied everything
‘they know, geography. There are three layers of earth, one is solid rock and the

‘other is liquid.

The earth floats on top of the liquid. Do you understand that we are like
an egg shell, I mean if you take that egg shell all the volcanic slurry inside will

come up. So the volcanic slurry comes and becomes cool and that is the kind of

rock. what do I mean, what do you do to cut it out that is where an imbalance

will be formed in the earth that is the equilibrium will be lost, if the equilibrium
is lost then the volcanic slurry inside will be surrounded and it can come out at
any time. If you keep doing the same thing, if you see one day the weight of the
earth here will go to some other place, do you understand what I mean? It is
partly because of that weight that we are without an earthquake zone, we are

without an earthquake low area.

Do you understand or not? Today, if you look at Myanmar, Indonesia, all

these countries, the reason for earthquakes is that there is a lot of volcanic



lava on top. It explodes suddenly. What would happen if we cut it all down?
The same thing will happen to us tomorrow? Something's coming and going,
and it's all very simple. If you look at all the documents that sir explained will
help you start a granite company. You can have this kind of machine, you can
put this kind of hole, you can put this chemical, you can cut it, like this and so
you can make a granite industry like this. And that's what it will help. He
explained. But it doesn't help us in any way. Another what he says is, what is a
cubic meter? it is 1 meter height 1 meter length 1 meter width. It is sold at Rs
512 per cubic meter. After cutting wili they give for Rs. 5127? Is it worth Rs 512
per cubic meter? How much does a stone cost? Can you buy a Kadapa stone
for less than Rs.500, but if you think of a cubic meter, even if you cut a cubic
meter into an inch, you will get a hundred pieces. There will be so many
stones. But it costs only Rs 512. And where does the rest of the money go? To
whom it is going? The other thing is that in politics, in constitutional law, there
is a thing called accumulation of wealth in the hands of some people, which
should be banned. If we auction a piece of granite to the granite owner, what
he will do he will pay Rs.512 to government. He will sell that stone for a
minimum of fifty thousand rupees. Just think about the profit. But, it will not
help in any way for this geological cycle that is going to come in the future. So
what everyone want to do with this project? It must be opposed. And I'm
against that idea. This project should not happen. If it will be normal today.
Okay, in the future, if you do, it's will be totally gone. So people should oppose
this together. Another thing is that they are exporting these stones to foreign
countries. The foreignér keeps his country safe and buys granite stones from

here without cutting them.

How smart is he? We are selling continuously. Would you say you don't
want kidney if someone give? Let's say you have a kidney, you can have good
health, you can live well, but will you continue to do so? you can live with one

kidney, but-did you say no to another kidney if they give one? A foreigner with



money buys a kidney. These are the stones. The foreigner buys it. That's why
we don't need foreign exchange. Do you understand or not? What will you do
with foreign exchange, you will buy petrol, you will buy any other equipment,
you will buy weapons, you will need foreign exchange for this. We don’t need
petrol. All plans are available here to take biogas, if there is a transition to a
self-reliant economy. You didn't create anything. Man did not create this land,
this mountain. What right has man to destroy what he has not created? Where
is the right? If you want, you can cut a tree and use it for house. Are you
thinking like that? If we plant a neem tree today, it will help us tomorrow.
That's what we thought. Understand well, no one is going to cry anywhere that
there is no granite stone, understand or not. No one cries for these stones.
That's how we lived. That's why we have such a great history. It's a big
community. This is because there is such a large crowd of people. Undérstand
this, a capitalist will live and buy a good island and he will go away. Don't you
understand? Looking for a good place abroad. This will turn into a clean sweep.
It's okay to continue to destroy all the small mountains. It is said that t};e
ground water does not decrease, it rains on the mountain and water flows
slowly, it will percovlate into the ground. This will improve the groundwater

level.

If you lodk at the other one, everything is heavy stone, our roads are just
ordinary small roads. You know, those big trucks that drive on those roads
that are ‘only 15 feet. Sir says that all that cement powder will be gone, all that
cement powder will be washed off with water and they said that nothing will
comc; But they have done something like that anywhere? Today, when you
pass through an ordinary quarry, you see how much dust there is. Same
situation for the people surrounding there. Another one is they take all this
and say they will plant trees. I am giving a challenge. That after 20 years this
tender has been completed. They have started this company in 1970, how

many granite quarries would have been completed in 20 years from 1970 to



now? Let them show anyone in this video. This quarry ended at this place. We
have planted trees in that place. Show us in video where they recovered? They
won’t recover it. An employer bids and leaves after the work is done. You know
there will be a lot of people here to support poiitically, there will be a lot of
people who will come to shut their mouth. You can shut our mouths. This
failure is the failure of human community, the failure of our society as a whole.
It is a failure to the officers who are sitting here and the officers who are at the

top.

It is very simple, man should not destroy something that man cannot
create. A public hearing meeting to try to destroy such thing by man. This is
the wrong. Few take sources for our essential needs somewhere. How much
longer do you think you’ll cut? For another 50 years? Are you sayihg that I give
so much to the library, so much to the school around you? How many days will
you do that? It can't do everything. His boss will cut and sell, and you will be
sitting in the same place again. Your life will not be improved. Now, if it is a
normal political meeting, they print banner and doing everything. How many
people are came here. How many villages are there in the area? There are not
even two people from the village. So how much do you created awareness about
this?

Madam, a small request, have you educate people about geography?
Have you educate people what is a geography and ecology, what is a pararheter
in the environment? What they will say without knowing them. How to express
their opinion. It's going to happen anyway. What is karma? Know what it is. If
we create imbalance, definitely earthquake will come. Another thing, think

about it, there will be a small earthquake in our Tamil Nadu.

When Mettur Dam gets filled with water, there will be an earthquake.
There's a proof. I am not talking without any proof. The thing is that if the
pressure increases in one place on the earth, it will cause vibrations in another

place. If you remove stone, vibration will easily come to surface. How many



days will you apply the medicine after cutting the skin, you are just telling the
idea of cutting the skin and applying the medicine. When we cut the skin, we
will give you a painless injection and cut your skin beautifully. After cutting,
we stitch it and make it as if no one knows. He is explaining the same. Are you

going to allow your skin to be cut off? Decide what you want to do.

I am from Irumathur. I have nothing to do with it but it is for everyone.
This is everyone's opinion. So let's be clear and say we don’t need this. They
take stone for Rs.512 per square meter. A square meter is the same size of the
table. One meter long, one meter wide, one meter high such a big stone for just
Rs 512. This is the name of what will say it as an exploitation sector, how can
they sell for Rs 512 and that too to the local people? You won't sell. Now if you
go ahd ask for stones for house, will they give stones to you? Would they give
granite for home? For that rate? They won’t. That is, if you want to serve the
people, then Government shall cut without a tender. Just give people what they

need. If people want it, give it to them.

How much will the people take? The owner will buy and stock the loads
of stones in the harbor and fix the price and sell at their own convenience. How
much the householder will buy? 1000 or 1500 square foot. That's what people
need. You can take stones from the earth only for the needs of the people. You
should not give our resources to foreigners. Let me give just one example. We
used to get sand from river normally to build our house. At present no sand is
available. We export our sand to foreign states and countries, for that purpose

big ships and harbors were built.

What is today's sand rate? They sell for Rs.30 to 40 thousand. Where is
the sand, if after ten years, will there be sand at least for Rs.30 thousand? For
a little while there will be no stone and no sand. How does the water will

stagnate? It is a matter of awareness, so everyone should learn and speak

against it. There's no need. There are 1008 ways to earn money. Do you know

that one crore rupees will come to the government by selling that mountain for



Rs 512? For that one crore rupees, Government will get one crore rupees by
planting sandalwood or redwood for 20 years around the mountain. There will
be no damage to the land and to the mountain above. It's not an environmental
issue. There are so many creatures living in it. It is wise to do so. Asking for

this opinion is for cutting stone is itself a wrong idea.

As said, it is wrong to cut the mountain and floating of tender is also
wrong. In tender they dig for 30m deep. Today we can measure from the top.

How you ensure the depth of stone once taken and no proof about it.

There is number of cases against mining department because of
exploitation of mineral resources. Talk against it. Madam this granite quarry

should not come. Thank you.
3. Thiru.Dilipan, Harur

No one should come to this meeting. But if you have gone beyond that,
then you have come with the intention of preventing this and thank to all for
attending the meeting. The government should not hold such a meeting.
Because the government should not take up anything that destroys nature. It
should be a government of the people. It should not be a government of
individuals. There should not be a government model of individual capitalism
and corporate companies. We have to protect people's interests. Agriculture
should be promoted and nature should be protected. All countries have
abandoned agriculture. This is history. All the countries which are destroying
agriculture are expecting need from the neighboring countries. Food shortages,
hunger, starvation, daily starvation killings. People need to understand all this.
People don't come out of their homes until he affected. This is people's

mentality. That's why they are so suppressed.

We don't leave our house until it's on fire. We are not here, we are 4
kilometers 5 kilometers away. We have an idea of what the problem is. Please

change this attitude. This isn't a normal thing. Dig a pit of 200 feet 300 feet,
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| the agricultural land there will be affected. All the ponds, rivers, ponds, wells
and wells have dried up. It will become unsuitable for farming. Then the people
there will have a miserable, a dangerous situation of traveling with family to
another state with no means of living, mineral mining is always going on. Why
only in Tamil Nadu? Go and buy in Kerala, go and see in Kerala, do you take
- mineral resources anywhere? Do you see the mountain? Are you stealing sand?
Kanyakumari District was also destroyed, and the whole mountain was
destroyed. Anything can happen in a few days. We don't know. You have to feel

that.

New to our district, let's stop this at the beginning. If we don't, we will
die. The next generation will no longer be able to live on this earth. I share this
view with those who oppose us. Please change this attitude. Politics is different,
nothing happens due to politics, everything happens due to people's revolutibn.
It is the people who have created politics, so you come and make people aware,

-inform everyone in your village. The Tamil Nadu government should withdraw
it. This should not be taken in hand, how many people will get employment due
to this and what will be the benefits. Ground water must be dried. There will be
no water in your wells, you can't farm, you can't eat. What are you going to eat
after destroying everything? The people of your area give space to granite, say
no, after taking everything away there will be no farming. What will you eat?

Your kids can eat all of it.

We must leave nature for future generations. We didn't create it. No man
can create it. This is nature's gift and we have to protect it. Write it down if you
want, if there is no agriculture, you are sure to go begging to the neighboring
country orheighboring state. Save it before you get there. That's your wisdom.
No, if you think we can look around and see what someone next to us is doing,
there's no one more stupid than us. So, the government should drop the plan.
People should protest against this. This is an unnecessary project. This scheme

is against the people, against Agriculture and against nature. It is of no benefit
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to anyone. There is a risk. 100 percent. There is no use. Therefore, we strongly
oppose it. We are all opposing it. This project should not be established on our

place, opposed by everyone without discrimination. Thanks, we are Tamils.
4. Farmer, Odasalpattiputhur.

Welcome to the District Revenue Officer and the District Environmental
Engineer. You know why this public hearing was convened, I am not educated
one. Is it good for people to excavate this mineral? Is it bad? Please tell me

answer. It is a question for you.
District Environmental Engineer, Dharmapuri

Sir, please only record your opinions about the project

Person

I am 37 years old, we live in the foothills, and we are small farmer and he
knows how much he suffers from the peacock. In today's situation, tomatoes
are being sold at Rs 20 per kg, but in Bengaluru, they are selling at Rs 80. Is
there anything for the farmer? There's nothing. In such a situation, there is
nothing to be gained from farming. There is no rice, no tomato, there are
monkeys on the mountain. If a man goes to work, he has to be paid 400 to 500
rupees to drive away monkeys. If spend 500 rupees per day per person means,
it will cost 15 thousand rupees per month. Do you have a monthly income of

Rs.15,0007? Are you getting it? Is anyone coming?

We don't ask for anything from the government, we don't want anything
for free, let Aus live, we do farming, let us Alive for that, we digged 9 bore wells.
I have completed my education and working in Bangalore. I digged a bore well
up to 1300 feet. Before this in that place, during the time of our grandfather,
30 feet, even 16 feet, we definitely did a lot of farming. Why don't have water? If
- the rain falls on the mountain, the soil on the top and the stones are taken

away, then where will the rain water stop. You say I planted a tree, it's been 20
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years, have you been able to save a plant before? Can you grow only one tree?

Could you plant a tree? tell me. It is not possible to grow a tree in that place,

Draw water, cutting of granite, grow a tree, do not affect the environment.

‘There are 10 villages around the mountain, if you want to check on Google, if

you take a photo of the mountain, you will see the agricultural land there, and

‘you will know that people live there. You said I will cut that mountain, how will

you take it? Before this, all the stones had fallen on the house during

explosion. All the big stones have fallen. In Harur, the government is running a
cracker factory by giving permission, but the cracker factory exploded and
people died, 3  people died, can the government guarantee the same? Do you
guarantee it? Can you guarantee that no life will be lost tomorrow, no matter

who it is, a sheep, a cow or a human being? We don't want this.

I tell you, we are leaving agriculture and going abroad to earn for our
livelihood. Now we have a father and a mother, borrowed something, digged
9 bore wells and could not do anything, and left for work in Bangalore. We can
still educate to our children, and we can at least get something to eat.
Everything is pollution similarly noise disturbance to school students. If you
take, monkeys and all creatures will come down and then all the surrounding

villages will suffer.
DEE, TNPCB,Dharmapuri

Sir, please only record your opinions about the project
Person |

Let it be sir then only people will know, you know about this place ok.
They do not know about this place, so we do not need this mineral company.
We don't want any free. There are thousands of acres of forest there. As my
brother said, our land can only be harvested by the government for the needs
of the people. Please do ask. This is our livelihood, we can't live in this place,

we have gone in search of a neighbouring state. So, he beats if there is any
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problem, so we can live here, the necessary food, clothing, shelter, these are
the essentials for man to live. We don't need a big bungalow, we don't want to
buy a car, we want to live on a small farm, let us live, of course we don't need
this, we don't need any concession from the government on this income. Allow

us to live.
5. Thiru.Murugan, D. Puliyampatti Village

Good morning, have you given permission for quarrying in the vicinity of
the same Pathalahalli, Puliyampatti village? If there is agricultural land, how

many meters away can be mined?

DEE, TNPCB,Dharmapuri

Sir, piease only record your opinioné about the project

Person

What I am asking is, how many meters do they have to work apart, so
what is the impact on the farmers who are on the other side, how many
petition have given, Has any officer investigated. Have you seen the farmers? Is
it agriculture? Are they on the spot? How much do you cut? Why didn't you
come? Why didn't you ask for too much? I am an agricultural citizen, where my
father did not earn property, but earned people, but I am a farmer, I wanted to

buy an acre of land and cultivate for food.

You can't do anything in that place,-you come live, not too far from here,
just 4 kilometers, come for us. How much we are suffering, how much they are
problem us in that place, we are outside, so they are doing something in our
land when we are not there. We can't go and listen, the authorities speak, they
speak obscene words, what will happen if I speak in that place. You tell
yourself. If I did the same thing, there would be an accident or something else.

It is being misused because it is in power.
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; My family is destroyed, my agriculture is destroyed, I am suffering and

my land is being destroyed. I am attending this meeting because they destroyed

my land, otherwise I do not need to come to this meeting. Tamil Nadu should

- not cut black stone and cut a mountain and give it to the people of Tamil Nadu.

Destroying that natural image and making another image is not a big

" achievement. That image is the divine image, the image of God, the image of

" nature. Why do you want to destroy that image? This is all artificial. There is

no problem if it is destroyed. They said, I drove the peacock in the morning,
where will the peacock go? If you have hands, if you have knowledge, if you
have learning, if you have reason, if you do not have this town, you can go to
the next town and beg. Where the animal goes, where it begs. Tell that. All the
people here. Does the monkey have the ability to go and beg. Tell that. If you
give a fruit, it will come and sit on the road. Would you like to drive such a
beloved animal out of the forest? Do you also want to get ﬁd of the national
animal? You cut down the small mountain around you. Go and take a look at
the Siruvani hills of Coimbatore. It is also the Government'mountain, go there
and cut the tender. Karnataka property, go and see the teak trees are there,

every pillar is there, go and see.

You can take this small mountain and make it into a product. You can
only sleep for four hours. They start working at 3.00 clock, 4.00 clock in the
morning, and again stop it at 11.00 PM at night only. It affects our health.

" I can't stay there. Do not sign, that is also a natural figure, sir you are
there, if you cut the plants around your house, will you be watching? Would
you agree if you cut a plant that was like a compound? That's what they're
doing here. A lot of waste has been dumped on my land. They break down the

entire route. That's why I'm here to complain.

Please don't cut this stone. Don't change natural shape. It's a shame to
change a natural image. Don't do that. Leave it as it is. Even if it is-a hill, it will

tell a name, it will tell the history of Tamil Nadu. I don't know if the people who
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are doing this know, but I am here because I have suffered in such a case. You
come and correct it. They shouldn't be doing that.
No one can live in that area if they dig that deep. Why you won’t tell that how

many meters should be given to do work.
District Revenue Officer

Sir, they will only take it from the place where the government has given

permission
Person
It is not like that
District Revenue Officer
Sir, If it's not taken in that manner, the government will take action.
Person | -

Waste stones have been dumped on my land. Today, I need to go to
Coimbatore. I have two girl children, and I need to work. My girl children need
underwear to cover their modesty. To buy that, I need to go to Tirupur to earn
money. If they were boys, I could have even tied a loincloth on them. My

situation is that bad
District Revenue Officer

Sir, please talk in proper manner in open forum. What is the impact on
you due to the quarry? Do you think the quarry should come, or should it not
come? Please share your opinions only on this. Please refrain from raising

unrelated questions or expressing irrelevant opinions

The reason for conducting this public hearing is to record the problems
faced by the public due to this project and whether the quarry is needed or not.
Therefore, clearly record your opinions regarding this quarry. We are going to

send this record for the government's consideration.
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Therefore, clearly record your opinions regarding this quarry. We are going to

send this record for the government's consideration.
Person

I'm sorry if I'm wrong, because I'm human too. At the same time, I'm

“affected. That's why I was so angry and upset. People are drinking

contaminated water.
District Revenue Officer

Sir, this meeting is for the purpose of determining whether this quarry is
needed or not. As the public, you know everything better than us. We are at the
office. You are the ones living near that quarry. You would have experienced all
its benefits and drawbacks each time. This meeting is being held to understand

the practical difficulties and hardships associated with it.

Now, you say that wildlife is being affected. We will inform the forest
department and form a committee to assess the extent of the impact, and we
will proceed only after that. We will not do anything without asking, and we will

not do anything that violates government rules or goes against the government.

Therefore, what I am saying is, please record whether I need a quarry for this
reason or I don't need a quarry for this reason. We think we will be affected, so

please record whether we need it or not.

Person

Okay madam, we are suffering like this, we have to protect the place, we

are bound by what they are saying.
District Reirenue Officer

Sir, you have shared your opinion. We will form a team to investigate it.
If there are any violations, action will be taken to shut it down. Therefore,

please tell us what your opinion is.
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Person
All right madam, we are against cutting hills like this.
6.Thiru.Satyamurthy, D.Puliyampatti

Good morning to everyone, I am glad that the government and the
Pollution Control Board are holding such a meeting, because I do not know if
this has happened before. I congratulate the government for this. What they
are saying is that now they are asking for the opinion for this quarry. Let me
tell you Whét is the impact of the quarry that has already came. A privately
owned quarry is functioning in the same D. Puliyampatti village and I am
directly experiencing the impact of that quarry. About 30 acres of stones are
being cut by taking permission for 3 acres. They're still cutting today. No action
has been taken by the government authorities so far. We have filed more than
30, 35 petitions to the Chief Minister and VAO. No action has taken so far. So
far, no action has been taken on it, except for a temporary ban. All those who
have spoken before have talked about what are the impacts in general, that is if

a quarry is coming up, what the impacts are in general.

But let me tell you what will be the effect if quarrying comes in that
particular place. All the surrounding land is agricultural land, and secondly, all
the villagers here are engaged in farming and growing livestock. That's their
livelihood. Already Dharmapuri district is the most backward district and all
the people are daily wage earners. They are poor in economy. Farming can be
done only during the rainy season, that too for six months in a year, while the
rest of the time the people here are just without farming. This will affect the
ground water level and farmers income. Due to the dust coming out of the
quarry, the dust will spread in the agricultural fields and the entire crop will-
definitely be spoiled. Agriculture alone is not enough. The government higher

secondary school is located at a distance of 1.0 Km from the quarry. There are

18



e

more than 700 students in the school. The noise coming from the quarry will

affect their studies.

- Education will be affected by the noise coming from this quarry machine.

‘There is a main road and there is a major main road connecting Kambainallur

and Odasalpatty. About 15 to 20 villagers and schoolchildren travel on the

main road. If this happens, the children will definitely be affected. The noise
will be heard in the school itself, which will definitely distract the children, so
that the education of the school children will be affected. Nearer to the quarry
site, there is a 6ne temple. A large number of people offer prayers on the
occasion of Amavasya. They come here every day. This is real. Next, there is a
high-voltage tower belonging to the Tamil Nadu Electricity Board at the place
where the quarry is said to be located, and electricity is being transferred from

one place to another through that tower.

If there are so many effects, then the government should definitely review
it and definitely reject it. Another, if you look at the quarries that are already
following this. Because of this, people came to the news paper after the protest
and then came to the TV, it put the big news and now it is closed temporarily,
all this should not come. Next is the population density in this place is very
high and if you look at the surrounding villages on that side, there is a lot of
population density. out of this plan. Actually the name of the Kanima Vala
Department should have been Kanima Surendal department. This project is
not going anywhere. Definitely don't come to this place. Because the density of

people is very high; there will definitely be a lot of opposition.
DEE,TNPCB,Dharmapuri

A kind request to all. please speak concisely and clearly express your

opinions.

7.Thiru.Senthil Velan, D.Puliyampatti
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He Welcomed the officials who has come to attend this meeting. We are
also doing temple worship, we are doing padayatra through River Water
Conservation Trust, we are constantly conducting padayatra on how to be safe
and aware of river water, how to control pollution. In our area, D. Puliyampatti
village, the government has given permission for a quarry, the permission to
conduct quarrying in that place, for which no such opinion meeting was held,
no opinion meeting was held to condlict quarrying. Direct permission has been
granted for mining. We don't know how it happened, but I'm sorry. But if there
is such a meeting. We were not allowed to start quarry. We would not have

allowed it. But they didn't listen to our views. Stones were also excavated.

In today's scenario, if a well is 45 feet level, how much surface our well is
taking, let us take a 45 feet, 50 feet, at 50 feet the water level is normal, then
the soil taken from 3 % acres area will be dumped same acres area itself, but
it take in 5 acres suppose if the permission depth is 90 feet, If water level will
be 90 feet not reacted to 45 feet.

How can we see agriculture when 90 feet of water goes there? This is an
important one. Now 3 % acre area, how much is the perimeter. How much is
the depth. Earlier we used to take how much depth for the well we used to take
ten feet by ten feet, otherwise we take 20 feet by 20 feet that is all, now for that
3 Y% acre area what is the depth, what is the permission for 90 feet depth
almost 2000 acres of land is under cultivation. We can't do agriculture if we

don't have water. What about people who live on 2,000 acres of land?

The government is there to serve the people. Where do we go when we are
‘affected, how is it fair that the agriculture and livelihood of the entire
population is affected for the survival of an individual? We need to understand
that. The government has to cooperate with us, and the next important thing is
that the person, who is an adjoining next to the place where the cutting cén be
done, spoke. He spoke in anger, and the stones in his field were cut, and the

earth itself was cut. They not only cut the soil, but also cut the stones in his
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field when he goes abroad. We need to pay attention to that. Approximately 15
feet deep. There are problems like that. All the petitions have been given in this
regard and the quarry has been temporarily stopped. However, they taken
stones illegally. The quarry has been temporarily closed. There is no permanent
solution. Sir, for a moment, if you tell me one thing that is affected in your

area, do you not know what will happen here next?

We gave a petition, they said stop the quarrying, our livelihood will be
affected and officials came for investigation. They did not ask for the opinion of
the people, they came directly, they saw the person concerned, they saw the
place, they did not call us, they did not call the press, they came, they did not

take any action.

We have filed petitions that they digged 90 m depth. But they were
reported that only 20 m depth. I have a report. Please come to the place and
look at-how much depth they have taken. When you give to a private person,
the report they give, and there are some officials who help them with that. I
don't want to name. If some officials give fake reports, will it affect our
livelihood or not? Are you giving the correct report? Send the correct answer.
Again, give proper answer from the environmental office. As per the rules and
regulations of the quarry they said that we will not give permission even if there
are layouts or residence located at 300 meters. There is a house within 10
meters and before permitting to operate the quarry. How did you give
permission. So you have given the permission to run the quarry in the name of
your power and what do the reports say, we have already given the permission.

Fake report. That's why I applied.

Please madam, please don't give such a false report. Our application is
that in a situation where our area is affected by that quarry, and similarly
when our people are together, when these sample petitions are given, we are
affected like this. As brothers and sisters, we ask you to pray that all natural

resources are not harmed again, so that our own lives are not harmed. Please
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do not exploit the mineral resources in our area. Allow nature to exist. Please

we strongly urge you not to allow this.
Thiru.Sathyamoorthy, D.Puliyampatti

Once the quarry comes, there are rules and regulations in the mineral
resources department and as per those rules and regulations the
approximation is not known. Once that quarry comes, you cannot get approval
for any house within a radius of 1 kilometer. No approval was granted for the

house site since quarry is located within % Km. It’s an important information.
Thiru.Senthilvelan, D.Puliyampatti

The petition was sent to thej district environment officer and 35
departments. Do you know what this person is doing?. He gave them 5
complaints signed by 5 of us, just like I gave them a petition. He had forged his
signature and filed a petition in his hahdwriting that there should be a problem
between two people personally has done. As, I given petition regarding pollution
they given petition on us. He put our signature without our permission. There
are so many problems that have to be faced when a mineral is allowed to be

extracted. There's so many problems. They are temporarily suspended.

We need a permanent solution. So far in that place, No one has
investigated that, how much depth has taken and how much perimeter in the
presence of public. You say there are 32 rules and regulations. Not even a
single rule is followed. You say there are no conditions. Come and see it in
person. Are there stones/fence there? There is no section. There's nothing. I've
filed many petitions to you, madam. You have seen too. But there is no
permanent solution for it. There should be no quarry in this area. We don't

agree with land for mineral extraction. I want to register it.

I reqﬁ.est all the people present heré, I request the people of this area, I
request the government officials. Please let nature live in nature, without

touching these mineral resources.
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8.Thiru.Kumar, Karimangalam

Vanakkam to all, whatever happens here, water is the importance for us,
without water the world does not exist. Without water, there can be no
agriculture. We're only talking about humans. Similarly, all these politicians,
all those who are in power, are fighting for the individual’s development. I we
look at how water comes to us, the heat from sunlight evaporates into water
clouds, and then the high mountains obstructs those clouds and cause rain. It
pours as rain, flows as a small stream, then becomes a large stream, and then
flows as a river, when it comes, the ground water comes up. Not only human
beings but all living beings lives rich. Water is essential. Now we have cut down
all these high mountains. Who will stop the clouds which make rain? Are these
politicians? Are they government servants? or the environment list, but people
like good engineers who stop and make it rain, so it is the high mountains that

stop the rain.

After the mountains are cut, there is no rain. Without water there cannot
be life. There are no dogs, cats, rats, rabbits, mice, rats. When it is said that
nothing lives, man cannot live with éertainty. I mean, a lot of pedple here say
that only local people, should speak, but look here, the Amazon forest
contributes to 40 percent of the world's environment. That's 40%. Where is the
Amazon, it is in the American continent, where are we in the Asian continent,
wheh, we are at such a distance, when we have 40% use for ourselves, then you
have to take into account how much the mountain here will be used. Well, all
government officials know this, but they can't do anything, because they are
like a postman. They deliver what we say. That is their job, it is not our job to

blame them, that is, by cutting this mountain everything will be destroyed.

If a honey bee dies, the human community will be extinct in four or five
years. Because bees are the pollinators. If there is no mountain, there will be
no rain, our brother said, we do not have right to destroy something that we

can'’t create. That is, all animals live in these mountains and trees. In the same
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way, these trees and plant lives, even if there is no human, but if there is no
tree and plant, man cannot live. We need all life. He said that we can cut
granite in various ways so what is the use for us. This technique is required for
the trainees who can cut this granite, and required for granite owners. Because
whatever type of technique it is required for the workers who are working on it,

we the public do not need.

I don't understand whether people are foolish. Please register my

opinion. So what I am saying is that Valluvar stated that about the government
that “Muraiseithu Kappatrum Mannan Makkatku Irraiyendru Vaikkappadum”.

Do you know what that means? Who can do good things for people becomes
god. The dam constructed by Karikalan Peruvalathan before 2000 years is still
beneficial er us. He still lives in people's minds. Today's politicians have come
up with such a great scheme and make it so that their name will remain for
2000, 3000 years and we welcome it. Let me conclude by saying that I register
my opinion that we will become very poor if we cut down all these mountains

and give it foreign countries.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Dharmapuri

On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, I would like to

express my gratitude to all those who have come to the public hearing meeting.

Additionally, the attendance register of participants in the public

hearing, a short clip of audio and video recordings (Pendrive), petitions received

v

and photographs are attached herewith.

District Environmental Engineer, District Revenue Officer
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board, ‘ Dharmapuri
Dharmapuri
(ZA
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