MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING FOR OBTAINING
EVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM STATE ENVIRONMENT IMPACT
ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY (SEIAA) - TAMIL NADU FOR THE PROPOSED
ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY OF M/S. SRI GANESH BLUE
METALS - UNIT II OVER AN EXTENT OF 2.94.0 HECTARE LOCATED IN
S.F.NOS.123/13B2, 125/1A, 125/1B & 125/2 OF MENALLUR VILLAGE
AND S.F.NOS. 91/9C, 91/10B, 93/3A, 93/3B, 93/3C, 93/3D, 93/3E,
93/4A, 93/4B & 93/6 OF GIRIJAPURAM VILLAGE, VEMBAKKAM
TALUK, TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT, CONDUCTED ON 06.08.2025 AT
11.00 AM IN M/S. SRI LAKSHMI VIUAYACHANDRAN MARRIAGE HALL,
MATHUR VILLAGE, VEMBAKKAM TALUK & TIRUVANNAMALAI
DISTRICT.

Present:
1. | Thiru. S. Siva Revenue Divisional Officer(FAC),
Cheyyar,
Tiruvannamalai District.
2. | Tmt. T. Kalaiselvi District Environmental Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai District.

3. | Dr. S. Sugashini Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai District.

4. | Thiru. V. Kathirvelan Assistant Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai District.

5. | Thiru. M. Tamil Mani Tahsildar,

Vembakkam,
Tiruvannamalai District.
6. | Thiru. A. K. Arul Murugan Assistant Geologist,
Geology and Mining,
Tiruvannamalai District.
7. | Public and NGOs 75 persons (list enclosed).

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Tiruvannamalai, on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, Cheyyar who presided over the
public Hearing meeting, other Government officials, the public & the NGOs
and explained the need for the conduction of Public Hearing for obtaining
Environmental Clearance for the proposed Rough stone and gravel quarry as

follows:




“The public hearing meeting is being conducted for the proposed
project of M/s. Sri Ganesh Blue Metals — Unit II over an extent of 2.94.0
hectares in Menallur and Girijapuram Villages, Vembakkam Taluk,
Tiruvannamalai District for obtaining prior Environmental Clearance from
the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) as per the

Environmental Impact Assessment Notification 2006.”

“As per the EIA Notification 2006, the mining projects (Individual or
Cluster) having extent above 5 hectares require the conduction of public
hearing meeting for obtaining Environmental Clearance from the State
Environment Impact Assessment Authority. This public hearing meeting will
be recorded and submitted in the form of audio and video to the State
Environment Impact Assessment Authority. Accordingly, the public notices
for this public hearing were published in dailies of “The Times of India”
(English) & “Daily Thanthi” (Tamil) on 02.07.2025 with the approval of the
District Collector, Tiruvannamalai for the proposed Rough stone and gravel
quarry of M/s. Sri Ganesh Blue Metals — Unit II which is to be conducted at
M/s. Sri Lakshmi Vijayachandran Marriage Hall on 06.08.2025 @
11.00AM.”

The District Environmental Engineer further stated that “The project
proponent will explain the proposed quarry project and its Environmental
Impact Assessment Study report details through power point presentation.
Following the presentation, the general public and NGOs can express their
views, suggestions and comments on the said project one by one either in
oral or in written format during when the public should register their name
& village name. The opinions & suggestions of the public &
environmentalists will be recorded and submitted to the State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority. Thereafter, the authority will consider the
issue of Environmental Clearance to this proposed quarry. The Revenue
Divisional Officer, Tiruvannamalai will inaugurate the public hearing
meeting thereafter the project proponent will explain the Environmental

Impact Assessment Study report.”



- The Revenue Divisional Officer, Cheyyar requested the project
proponent to explain about the proposed rough stone and gravel quarry and
the Environmental Impact Assessment study conducted by them to the
public in detail and requested the general public to mention their name and
their village name while expressing their views, suggestions and comments

on the said project.

On behalf of the project proponent, Thiru. M. Sheik Nawas,
Coordinator, M/s. Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions, Salem (Consultant
for the proposed rough stone quarry of M/s. Sri Ganesh Blue Metals — Unit
II) explained the details of the project and the Environmental Impact

Assessment study conducted by them through power point presentation.

Subsequently, the Revenue Divisional Officer, Cheyyar requested the
public to express their views/suggestions/comments in oral or written

statement one by one.

The following are the views/suggestions/comments represented by the

public:

1. Thiru. Kuppan, Former Village Council President, Menallur Village.

He stated that, "I extend my warm greetings to the Revenue Divisional
Officer, who has graciously taken the lead and is currently conducting the
public hearing for Sri Ganesh Blue Metals Unit II, located in Menalur
Girijjapuram villages, Vembakkam taluk, Tiruvannamalai district, for setting
up a rough stone & gravel quarry unit. [ also extend my greetings to the
District Environmental Engineer, Tahsildar - Vembakkam and other
government officials who are present and facilitating this process. We
wholeheartedly agree to the establishment of Sri Ganesh Blue Metals in our
village. They are following all the government rules and regulations as
specified by the officials for setting up the stone quarry. They are following
all the procedures given by the government. They have constructed
compound wall with sheets around the quarry to prevent dust from
spreading outside. Their blasting operations are being carried out without
causing significant vibrations or noise. They're also very cooperative with the

local public and work in harmony with the community. They are native sons
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of this land. They provide all the necessary basic amenities to the people.
They collaborate with the community and cater to the needs of temples,
schools, and similar establishments by providing all required amenities. The
establishment of this quarry has elevated Menallur Panchayat to a
prominent position in Tiruvannamalai District, and this is the moment to
prove it. When I was the former Panchayat President, we faced a significant
financial shortage. Now, we receive one or two crore rupees as funds every
year. If our Panchayat Presidents decide to repair a road, they can swiftly
execute it within a month, whether through cement, tar, or paver block.
When the quarry provides all the necessary facilities for drinking water
through the Mineral Resource Fund, our Panchayat emerges as a model
Panchayat. With facilities like high-mast lighting, Our Panchayat has risen
to become a superior and hygienic Panchayat, capable of providing such
facilities and opportunities. As per current government norms, when
creating such infrastructure, a contribution of ¥5 lakhs per individual is
required, and our school receives approximately ¥50 lakhs in funding. The
Mineral Resource Fund is useful for our school in constructing a chemistry
laboratory, which is essential for the students. In addition to that, the funds
are very useful for renovating the old lab and school office. I would like to
inform that Menallur School emergence as a model school is made possible
solely through the Mineral Resource Fund. We would like to inform that
Ganesh Blue Metals operates in accordance with government regulations,
and we give our full consent for Ganesh Blue Metals to function” and

concluded his speech by expressing his support for the proposed quarry.

2. Mr. Sathasivam, Menallur Village.

He stated that, “The Ganesh Blue Metals Unit-II quarry is being set up in a
location that will not cause any disturbance or harm to the local public. We
wholeheartedly welcome the establishment of this quarry. One of their
quarry is already under operation. The quarry has implemented various
safety measures as per government regulations and operates the quarry
responsibly by planting saplings and constructing protective fences around
it. They operate the quarry by implementing all government-prescribed

safety measures, planting saplings around it, and constructing protective
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fences. On that basis, I wholeheartedly welcome the establishment of this
quarry” and concluded his speech by expressing his support for the

establishment of the quarry.

3. Thiru. R. Perumal, Girijapuram Village.

He stated that, “Sri Ganesh Blue Metals Phase-2 has submitted
application for environmental clearance. Due to the establishment of
quarries, the land prices have been raised from %5,000 to ¥50,000. Everyone |
has got employment opportunities. There have been no issues with Sri
Ganesh Blue Metals. They work in harmony and provide assistance to the
village whenever needed. They have done a lot for educational development
in the locality. I have seen it from my experience. I wholeheartedly support
the setting up of this quarry” and concluded his speech by expressing his
support for the establishment of the quarry.

4. Thiru. M. C. Ravi, Menallur Village.

He stated that, “There are no objections to the establishment of this
quarry. But those who sold land to the quarry are now wandering around,
saying they have no way to let their goats & cattle for grazing. Did they buy
the land for grazing goats and cattle? They purchase land to extract the
investment. They're talking about all sorts of things. The crushers have
provided employment to over a thousand people in our village. We can
express our gratitude for that. In every village, there are about four festivals
celebrated annually. The village people approach them and request
donations for all the four festivals. They donate for all purposes and
construct temples. I express my gratitude for their generosity. I humbly
request that water be sprinkled on the roads around 8:30 am when small
children are heading to school which would be really helpful.” and
concluded his speech by expressing his support for the establishment of

the quarry.



5. Thiru. Kumarasamy, Girijapuram Village.

He stated, “I would like to extend heartfelt gratitude on behalf of our
Grijapuram village people to everyone who have come for this public hearing
meeting. Moreover, the companies that establish quarries here have been
consistently providing our schools with all the required equipment in an
outstanding manner. Not only that, but whenever we need funds for temple
construction or other community needs, we approach them and they
generously donate. Because of this, our village is prospering. Therefore, we
have no objections for the establishment of this quarry. "On behalf of our
village, I welcome this quarry” and concluded his speech by supporting the

establishment of the quarry.

6.Thiru. S. Prathap, Poonaithangal Village.

He stated, “Whether people are happy about the quarry getting established
or not, everyone gets employment opportunities. It would be good if the
trucks could avoid travelling during school hours, from 7:30 am to 10 am.
Similarly, it would be good if the trucks could avoid travelling during the
evening hours, from 4:30 pm to 6 pm. When company vehicles come, the
trucks don't give way. Please instruct them to give way. Even when riding a
two-wheeler and horning, the trucks are not responding. Please instruct the
drivers accordingly. They overload their vehicles. In Menallur, stones are
falling from the trucks. Despite being required to cover the load with gunny

bags, they fail to do so. Kindly instruct them” and concluded his speech.

7. Thiru. Muniyandi, Menallur Village.

He stated, "I don't want to elaborate much. The village panchayat
president, Kuppan, has already addressed everything. I'm just reiterating
what he said, that's all. Sri Ganesh Blue Metals helps all the poor people
and never says no’ to anyone when asked for assistance. They
wholeheartedly provide assistance to schools, villages, and festivals, always
helping without refusal. The crusher is functioning well. As he mentioned,
there are no materials going out from this crusher through Menallur. It's
actually from another crusher that materials are being transported through

Menallur. Materials from this proponent’s crusher won’t come through this
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route. I would like to clarify this very clearly. I hereby state that I have no
objections to the quarry obtaining permission” and concluded his speech by

saying thanks & supporting the establishment of the quarry.

8. Thiru. Venkatesan, Girijapuram Village.

He stated, "I welcome the establishment of Ganesh Blue Metals quarry
and have no objections” and concluded his speech by saying thanks &

supporting the establishment of the quarry.

9. Thiru. Duraimurugan, Menallur Village.

He welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer and the District
Environmental Engineer and stated as follows: “Sri Ganesh Blue Metals Unit
is operating safely and following the rules and regulations. This quarry has
provided our Menallur village with 15 high-tower lights so far. They have
provided road facilities, drinking water facilities, and also infrastructure
support to various schools, including Bagavandhapuram Primary School
and Menallur Higher Secondary School. Last time, Ganesh Blue Metals
donated 8 lakh rupees, and currently, we have 28 lakh rupees in our bank
account. Five individuals have collectively made this contribution. We plan
to utilize the 28 lakh rupees, with permission from the District Education
Officer, to construct a lab for the Higher Secondary School. As a result, the
schools have undergone significant development. Our former Panchayat
President, brother Kuppan, has already shared a lot of information about
this. This industry has brought numerous benefits to our village, including
road facilities, drinking water, and electricity to 90% of Menallur village
houses. We will lay cement roads in Yadav Street and Mudaliar Street within
a month, and that's the only two streets left. Our village has developed
significantly due to this industry. They are operating the industry safely.
Similarly, modern explosives have been introduced. They are operating this
quarry without causing any disturbance to the village. They are providing
significant funding to the temples. Ganesh Blue Metals provides assistance
to the schools whenever they are approached for help. Therefore, I welcome
the granting of a license to this quarry. I extend my support” and concluded

his speech by supporting the establishment of the quarry.
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10. Thiru. Venkatesh, NGO.

He stated, " Respected Sir. Good morning everyone. I really appreciate
the management of Ganesh Blue Metals. He is promoting rural employment.
This quarry proposal would generate around 38 job opportunities to the
local people. It is also conveyed to provide technical and non-technical
skilled employment opportunitiés to all the local people in Menallur and
Girijjapuram villages. Also, proposed to develop dense trees and other
plantations in and around the quarry. This will control the dust” and

concluded his speech by supporting the establishment of the quarry.

11.Thiru. T. Rathinam, Girijapuram Village.

He stated, "I wholeheartedly welcome the establishment of the Ganesh

Blue Metals quarry." With this statement, he concluded his speech,

expressing his support for the quarry's setup.

The following 27 nos. of the public have expressed their opinion
in writing on the proposal of this Rough stone & gravel quarry. All the

26 nos. have expressed their Support to the operation of this quarry.

S.No Named& Place Comment

1. | Thiru. D. Sampath, Expressed his opinion over the
Vembakkam, proposed quarry
Tiruvannamalai.

2. | Tmt. Avutta Mangamma, Expressed support in favour of
Telangana. the proposed quarry

3. | Tmt. Gundala Saidama, Expressed support in favour of
Telangana. the proposed quarry

4. | Thiru. K. Sarada, Expressed support in favour of
Andhra Pradesh. the proposed quarry

5. | Thiru. R. Venkatesh, Expressed support in favour of
Andhra Pradesh. the proposed quarry

6. | Thiru. J. Raja, Expressed support in favour of
Dharmapuri. the proposed quarry

7. | Thiru. T. Satti Reddy, Expressed support in favour of
Telangana. the proposed quarry

8. | Thiru. V. Manikandan, Expressed support in favour of
Villupuram. the proposed quarry

9. | Thiru. M. Sivanathan, Expressed support in favour of
Villupuram. the proposed quarry

10| Thiru. V. Suresh, Expressed support in favour of
Villupuram. the proposed quarry




11| Thiru. K. Saravana,

Expressed support in favour of

Kanchipuram. the proposed quarry
12| Thiru. U. Sankaraiah, Expressed support in favour of
Telangana. the proposed quarry

13
Andhra Pradesh.

Thiru. K. Sreenivasa Murthy,

Expressed support in favour of
the proposed quarry

14| Thiru. Ankaiah,

Andhra Pradesh.

Expressed support in favour of
the proposed quarry

15| Thiru. B. Balakrishna,

Andhra Pradesh.

Expressed support in favour of
the proposed quarry

16
Andhra Pradesh.

Thiru. U. Ramachandra,

Expressed support in favour of
the proposed quarry

17
Andhra Pradesh

Thiru. Kayapati Naresh,

Expressed support in favour of
the proposed quarry

18| Thiru. B. Sunna Rai,

Tirupati.

Expressed support in favour of
the proposed quarry

19| Thiru. Venkatesh boya,

Andhra Pradesh.

Expressed support in favour of
the proposed quarry

20
Andhra Pradesh.

Thiru. S. Narasimmahalu,

Expressed support in favour of
the proposed quarry

21| Tmt. S. Fathima,

Andhra Pradesh.

Expressed support in favour of
the proposed quarry

22
Andhra Pradesh.

Thiru. A. Subramanyam,

Expressed support in favour of
the proposed quarry

23| Thiru. T. Sudhakar,

Andhra Pradesh.

Expressed support in favour of
the proposed quarry

24
Andhra Pradesh.

Thiru. Venkata Subbaiya,

Expressed support in favour of
the proposed quarry

25| Thiru. Muthu Raja,

Expressed support in favour of

Ramnad. the proposed quarry

26| Tmt. Aakkalaiahh Doti, Expressed support in favour of
Telangana. the proposed quarry

27| Thiru. Palle Naveen Kumar, Expressed support in favour of

Telangana. the proposed quarry
As there were no views/comments raised further, District
Environmental - Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruvannamalai, with the approval of Revenue Divisional Officer, Cheyyar,

has announced that the meeting came to an end with the vote of thanks.




Enclosures:

1. Copy of press release (Public Notice published in the daily Newspaper
Tamil & English dated 02.07.2025 for notifying the public hearing
meeting)

2. The certificate issued by the Village Administrative Office for the Audio
announcement and issue of notices.

3. Attendance sheet at the public hearing (12 pages/75 persons).

4. Audio & Video (DVD - Disc 1) of the public hearing proceedings.

5. Photographs of the public hearing/Summary in English & Tamil,
submitted by the Project Proponent.

6. EIA Report & Executive summary (Tamil & English).

7. Petitions received through Public Hearing Meeting — 27 nos.

District Environmental Engineer, Revenue Divisf"’i‘ial Officer(FAC),
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, CL; /6) Cheyyar.
Tiruvannamalai.
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