MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR QUARRYING PROPOSAL
OVER AN EXTENT OF 2.92.00 HA - M/S. S. SOUNDARARAJAN ROUGH STONE AND
GRAVEL QUARRY, S.F.NO. 922/2, 922/3, 922/4 OF NATHIKUDI VILLAGE,
VEMBAKOTTAI TALUK, VIRUDHUNAGAR DISTRICT ON 24.97.2025, 11.00 A.M AT
M/S.LORD _P.C_ARUNACHALANADAR AVUDAITHAYAMMAL THIRUMANA
MANDAPAM, DOOR NO. 1210, POOLAVURANI VILLAGE, SIVAKASI TO
VILAMPATTI ROAD, SIVAKASI TALUK, VIRUDHUNAGAR DISTRICT.

Present:
Thiruvalargal:
1 Thiru.S.K.Kanagaraj :  Revenue Divisional Officer
Sattur,
Virudhunagar District.
2 Er. J. Hamoneth Joesun : District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar District.
3 Er. V. Kalaiiothi : Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar District.
4 Tmt.N.Kalaivani : Tahsildar
- Vembakottai
As per Attendance Register :  Government Officials, Public and

Project proponent 49 Nos
(List enclosed).

The public hearing was held on 24.07.2025 at 11.00AM at M/s.Lord P.C
Arunachalanadar Avudaithayammal Thirumana Mandapam, Door No. 1210, Poolavurani
Village, Sivakasi To Vilampatti Road, Sivakasi Taluk, Virudhunagar District under EIA
Notifications, 2006 for the Quarry proposal over an extent of 2.92.00 Ha -
M/s.S.Soundararajan Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, S.F.No. 922/2, 922/3, 922/4 of Nathikudi
Village, Vembakottai Taluk, Virudhunagar District. The District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Virudhunagar welcomed the Revenue Divisional
Officer, Sattur, othér government officials, all general public and project proponents who
have attended the public hearing. He informed that the public notices ihforming the

conduct of Public Hearing was published in “Dinakaran” and “The New Indian Express” on



11.06.2025. He also informed that wide publicity was given about the conduct of public
hearing by circulating pamphlets in the nearby villages of the project site. Further, he stated
that the arrangements for the public hearing had been done as per the guidelines issued
under EIA Notification, 2006. Subsequently, the District Environmental Engineer stated
that the project proponent will make a detailed presentation on the proposed project and
requested the public to express their views after completion of the presentation. He added
that the written statements would also be received.

Further he stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the public will be
recordéd through videography and the same will be sent to the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority, Tamilnadu.

The Revenue \Divisional Officer, Sattur initiated the Public Hearing process.
Subsequently, the District Environmental Engineer requested the project proponent to
explain about their proposed project.

Then, the Environmental consultant of the project has made detailed presentation on the
project of M/s. S. Soundararajan Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry to the public along with
Environmental Management Plan.

Further, the public has furnished their views with respect to the project as follows —

. Mr. Muthusamy, Nathikudi Village (Formerly Ward Member)

He questioned that, during the previous Public hearing, you said that the Pu‘blic Hearing
will be conducted in Nathikudi village why now you are conducting this public hearing at
Sjvakasi? He further said that, the People did not hear anything that the officials said in this
meeting, how can the People listen to what [ said ? He said that, most of the People lived in
Nathikudi village, who could be affected by this proposed quarry, but fotally 50 members only
attended in this meeting, out of this 50 numbers, 25 members were favoured to the quarry. He
said that, the peoples living in the areas of Nathikudi, Subramaniapuram and
Thiruvengadapuram villages, which have already been affected due to operation of similar type
quarries but the officials not informed about this meeting to said affected village Peoples.
Therefore, he requested that, this meeting be conducted again in Nathikudi village. He further
stated that, this proposed project will affect the Agricultural land who rely on the Sengulam
Kammoi in Nathikudi village, as well as those who have own land in Nathikudi village and
those who have constructed houses there. However, he said none of the peoples from the nearest
villages attend to this meeting as they did not know about this public hearing . Therefore, he

requested that, this meeting be cancelled and again to be held in Nathikudi village.



2. Mr. Azhakumalai, Subramaniapuram Village (Former Union Councilor)

He said that, villages will develop only if Industrial prosperity increase, and the period
0f 2024-2025 an income of Rs. 93 lakhs has been generated from the District Mineral Fund, out
of which Rs. 31 lakhs will be utilize to construct facilities like Marriage halls and Schools. He

said that, such type of quarrying projects should be supported for the development of villages.

3. Mr. S. Rajendran, Social Activist

He said that, there is no benefit to the Public or Government, by opposing such a project
and it is not our intention to prevent this project. He further said that, he supports this project,
but nevertheless requested that this quarry be operated without any harm to the Peoples. He
further said that. during Schobl hours from 07.50 to 09.00 AM , there is trafﬁc congestion due to
movement of heavy vehicles from this quarry, and there are five Numbers of schools are
located in these areas, there is traffic congestion due to heavy vehicles moving at high speed in
the morning hours. Considering the above he requested the drivers to avoid operating the heavy
vehicles in peak hours. He said that, there are many numbers of quarries are operated in
Nathikudi village, he r_équested the quarry owners to improve road facilities in the Nathikudi
villagé. He stated that, such projects cause a lot of harm to the public, so he would support this
project if the above-mentioned defects were rectified. He also said that, due to movement of
heavy vehicles, the trees on the roadside are being cut down and he will welcome this project if

the operation of this quarries will help to the Public without destroying the nature.

4. Mr, Mayilvahanam, Subramaniapuram Village

He said that , the establishment of this quarry will benefit everyone, for example many

accident are happening frequently in firecracker factory, even though Peoples still working in
that fire crackers unit .Similarly, he said that in the past years , employment opportunities were
provided to the public for manually stone crushing in quarries, and now, when operating a
quarry, there is a need for public to operéte vehicles like JCB & tipper lorries, so the peoples
are geiting employment opportunities. Therefore, he said that by allowing such type of projects
without encroaching on the streams coming to the agricultural land, the village panchayat will

get income, and it would provide necessary basic facilities to the public. Therefore, he

welcomed this project.



5. Mr. Bhagat Singh, Ammapatti Village

He said that, mineral resources are needs to be protected, but we are conducting this

" meeting to destroy it. Further he said that, It is true the construction activities will happened
because of the establishment of such quarries, but the conflict is caused by the damages to
Public. He said that about Ten years ago, the wells located in Nathikudi and the surrounding
villages of Subramaniapuram, Duraisamipuram and Oorampatti villages met the water demands
of the Public .

He further said that, if we look the pH value in that wells, there is a huge changes before
ten years ago and now. Dﬁe to this, the public afe suffering from diseases like infections. The
people of Nathikudi and its surrounding areas are relying on Kanmoi for their agriculture and
now all those Kanmoi have been converted . into patta fand. He said that agricultural land is
being affected by the operation of many numbers of quarries in Mamsapuram- Paraipatti arca
and this also cause more traffic congestion . He requested that, compensation be provided for
the damage caused by the establishment of such quarries.

6.Mr.X.R Pandi, Nathikudi Village

He said that, there is no Environmental impact for operation of this quarry, and that last
month, Rs. 93,80,000 was provided from the District Mineral Fund to implement basic needs to
the Public and same is under process. He said that every year required fund for development of
villages and same is being provided from the Mineral Resources Fund. Therefore, such projects
are necessary to provide basic facilities such as Health, School Education, Water supply etc., to
the Public. He also said that we can request the quarry owners to operate without noise due to
blasting in the quarries. He said that last year approximately 700.17 hectares of land was
cultivated. Therefore, the agriculture is prosperous and there is no impact from this quarry.
Therefore, he expressed his opinion that Environmental clearance should be given to this project.

7. Mr'. Subramanian, Nathikudi Village

He said that, it is true, if licenses issued to these quarries it will provide employment
opportunities to the Public , but the operation of this quarry should not affect another business .
He also said that, due to operation of many quarries around Sengulam Kanmoi streams are
being encroached and water flow is being blocked.

He said that due to the encroachment of oodai, a scarcity for water prevails in this area
and only those who had their own wells were able to farm last year. He also said that the
harvesting has been reduced to once in a year due to operation of this quarries and encroachment
in the kanmois. He added that, if the some situation prevails, this may lead to starvation in this
area. He also said that the blasting of quarries is causing excessive Noise pollution and causing

vibrations in nearby houses.



8. Farmer, Nathikudi Village

He said that, it was regrettable that this meeting was being conducted here instead of in

‘Nathikudi village. He said that, many villages like Dtlraisamipuram Thiruvenkadapuram
Manipatti and Ammapatti ..etc will get water supply only if the water flow increases in the
Kammoi in Nadikudi village. He also said that , all the houses in Nathikkudi Village are
constructed many years ago and the houses are cracking due to excessive blasting of quarries .
Therefore, he requested that license should not be issued to his quarry.

9. Mr. Muthuramalingam, Nathikudi Village

He asked why the Public hearing for this proposed quarry conducted in Sivakasi even
after repeated requests to conduct it in Nathikudi village. He said that, the location of this quarry
is near to Kammoi and that the water quality is changing and causing many diseases to Public,
so he asked not to issue license to this quarry.

10. Mr. Muthusamy , Nathikudi Village (He has already spoken as the first person)

He said thét, agticulture was already prevalent in Nathikudi village, but now it
decreased due to lack of yield. Further he said that, such projects will only create to water
scarcity in the future. He also said that, due to quarrying of sand in the hilly areas, rainwater is
not béing stored and agriculture is also being affected. He said that, already a Public Hearing
was conducted previous month for a quarry proposed by M/s.Sai Ram Industry in an area of five
acres. If the quarry commences operation, pits will be formed. Subsequently, rainwater starts
stagnating in the quarry pits. If the quarry managelﬁent spares that water for agricultured
purpose, it will help in farming for about five years. He also said that, there are more numbers of
quarries operéted under Nathikudi Panchayat and if we give the water stored in these quarries ,
we will do agriculture for many years.

He said that this meeting is being held to destroy agriculture. He also said that ,due to
the establishment of such quarries, the quality of water has changed . Therefore, he said that
license should not be given for such projects in Nathikudi village.

11. Mr.Bhagat Singh: Ammapatti Village (He has already spoken as the Sth person)

He said that, if the water stored in existing quarries pits is released  into the canals,
agriculture will automatically increase and therefore, such projects are necessary but they should
not destroy human resources. Therefore, he requested that quarry operation be carried out to
protect the Nature. He also asked that, the areas around Mamsapuram to Paaripatti villages be

analysed to determine fit for human living.



12. Mr. Subramanian Nathikudi Village (He has already spolken as the seventh person)

He said that, he had not attended earlier conducted public hearing in same Marriage hall
, and that he had submitted a written complaint regarding the quarry, but no response had been
received. He also said that, there was no water flow in the Kanmoi because the water supply
streams had been occupied due to quarrying operation. Therefore, he requested that priority be
given to agriculture and the water level in the wells has decreased due to the excessive depth of
the quarrying operation. Therefore, do not give permission to this proposed quarry.

After that, since no one came forward to give view on the project, the Revenue Divisional
Officer, Sattur invited the public to offer their furthermore views if any. Even afler that, no one
came forward to give any opinion. Finally, the District Environmental Engineet, Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board, Virudhunagar has narrated the proceedings of the public hearing
conducted and informed that the Minutes of the Meeting along with Compact Disc consisting the
entire videographed Public Hearing will be forwarded to the SEIAA for further actions. He also

thanked all and requested to furnish their views if any in written of petitions.

Total number of written petitions received - 15

With this, the meeting came to the end.

N~ S
Districf Bhvironmental Engineer, Revenue Div snonak(ﬁﬁé/
Tamilngdu Pollution Control Board, Satyur,
Virudhunagar. Virudhunagar District.

Enclosures:
1. Copy of Attendance Register (Total 4 — pages, 49 persons).
2. Videograph of public hearing meeting (CD format).
3. Copy of Public Notices (Both Tamil & English).
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