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TAMILNADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED ROUGH STONE

AND GRAVEL QUARRY COVERING EXTENT OF 1.980 HA FOR

THIRU.V.SHANMUGAM ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY, S.F.NO. 238/1,

PACHAPALAYAM VILLAGE, SULUR TALUK, COIMBATORE DISTRICT AT M/S. SUYA

UTHAVI KUZHU KOOTTAMAIPPU BUILDING, PACHAPALAYAM PANCHAYAT,

PERIYAKUYILI, SULTHANPET PANCHAYAT UNION, SULUR TALUK, COIMBATORE

DISTRICT ON 29.04.2025 AT 10.00 A.M.

Present:

1. Tmt.K.Senthil Vadivu : Special District Revenue Officer,
' (Land Acquisition) State Highways,

Coimbatore District

2. Dr. R. Chandrasekaran : District Environmental Engineer
- Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Coimbatore South.

3. Thiru.S.Senthil Kumar : Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Coimbatore South.

4. Thiru.S.Prabhu : Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South.

5. Thiru.K.Vijayaragavan : EIA Consultant
M/s. Geo Technical Mining Solutions,

Dharmapuri

6. Public . : 75
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The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Coimbatore South has welcomed the Special District Revenue Officer Coimbatore,
Agriculturalists, Representatives of Local Body and all general public who are attending the
public hearing for the Proposed Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry covering the Extent of
1.98.0 ha for Thiru.V.Shanmugam Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, S.F.No. 238/1,

Pachapalayam Village, Sulur Taluk, Coimbatore District.

It is required to obtain Environmental Clearance (EC) mandatorily for 14 type of
industries from the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF & CC),
Government of India as per EIA Notification No. 533(E) dated:14/09/2006. Quarry activity is
also includeq in the above. As per the thification No0.2269(E) dated:01/07/2016,
Environmental clearance is necessary for cluster quarries. He added that the press release
informing the conducting of Public Hearing was published in “Dinamalar” and “Indian
Express” dated 22.03.2025 and also pointed out the EIA report and Executive Summary are
made available for public reference at selected Government Offices. Flex boards have been
placed at required places and handouts also been distributed to the public. He also inforrﬁed
that the project consultant on behalf of project proponent would make a presentation on the
proposed prqject, after which the Public can express their views. The District Environmental
Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Coimbétore South also stated that the views
and suggestions of the public about Quarry will be recorded through videography / Audio
and the same will be submitted to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority of

Tamilnadu.

The Special District Revenue Officer, Coimbatore District, has started the Public
Hearing process and invited the project consultant to explain about their proposed project
through power point presentation and asked the public to express their views. The main

purpose of this meeting was to register the public views related to Environment.
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The Project Consultant has explained various features of the project through power

point presentation. Thereafter, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board, Coimbatore South has invited the public to express their views and
comments about the proposed Project. The views and suggestion of the public’s are detailed

below:
1.Thiru. Gopalakrishnan, Sulur.

| am working on a mining contract in this quarry. There are twenty-five family's

dependent on me. If quarry comes, | will provide employment to those 25 people.
2. Thiru. Chaukath, Myleripalayam

I'am a drilling contractor in this quarry. If you give license to this quarry, it will give

employment to ten people.
3. Thiru. Senthilnathan, Bodipalayam

I'am doing construction work. It is very difficult to set construction material, If license

was issued to run quarry it would help 30 families.
4. Thiru. Ramesh Kumar, Madhukarai Market

I supply cdnstruction equipment and also do construction. In today's civil engineering
era, the prices of construction materials have increased and the availability of materials is
very difficult. Due to this, we have not been able to complete the work on time. Only if
crusher operates continuously, we can complete the work on time and bring it to the
people’s use. Today, food and shelter are essential to people. If that shelter is néeded, those
raw materials must also be available. This will directly and indirectly provide employment to

30 families depend on me. Therefore, | humbly request the government to grant permission

for this crusher and empower all those in the construction engineering field through this.

%
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5.Thiru. Karthikeyan, OthakkalMandabam

I am doing construction business. | employ about 25 to 30 people. There is a
shortage of construction materials. | have no objection to issue license to this quarry. | am

confident that | will get construction materials where quarry is in operation.
6. Thiru. Senthil, Malumichampatti

| am distributing construction materials. If this quarry is approved, it will help the 15 to

20 families who work for me. Hence, | request to issue license to this quarry.
7. Thiru. Saravanaselvan, Malumichampatti

| am dbing road work as a Government Road Contractor in the name of Sri Kumaran
Construction. We are facing a shortage of road construction materials, which has led us
having purchase materials from neighboriﬁg Districts. The crushers here are facing a
shortage of materials. We can get more materials, if more quarries aré opened. Due to the
shortage of materials, | humbly request that permission shall be granted to this quarry as

soon as possible.
8. Thiru.Karthikeyan, Chettipalayam

| am doing transportation business. Initially, | was supplying construction materials
obtained from this quarry. So | didn't buy materials from anywhere else. Now as their
" licenses have been expired, | am unable to get the materials. Therefore, my transportation
business is not functioning properly. Therefore, | humbly request you to issue them licenses

as soon as possible.
9. M/s.Kamalam & co., Sulur

We are running R-square Construction. We are engineers. The cost of raw materials
is already increasing due to transportation problems. We are not able to construct any
buildings. Since we are in the Sulur area, if you issue license to this quarry in this area, we

will be able to get the materials at a lower price. Therefore, if the permission is granted
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quickly, the livelihood of the public and ours will increase. Therefore, | humbly request that

the permission may be granted quickly.
10. Thiru. Kavin Kumar.

We are runnving a crusher. We have to take more holidays because the stones are
not coming from the quarry, and there are more shortages. By granting the quarry license,
we will get raw material. We will be able to run the crusher. That is why | humbly request you

to grant the license.
11. Thiru.Kishore, Malumichampatti

I am supplying materials. under the name of Venkateswara Building Materials. If you
give a license to this quarry, there will not be in shortage of raw materials. | am telling you

that ten families will be benefitted from me.

12. Thiru.Ravi,

| am a crusher maintenance operation contractor. | have 40 workers. | am unable to
operate due to lack of raw materials. Please allow them. Then our livelihood will be better.

So | request you to please allow them.

13. Thiru.Suresh, Malumichampatti.

~ We have Ganapathi Construction. We -have Hollow Block manufacturing unit.

Therefore, | request you to grant permission to this quarry and help us to deIiVer services to

public.
14. Thiru.Brijesh. Chettipalayam

Thank you to the District Environmental Engineer, thank you to the DRO, thank you very
much for putting such a clear project report on the screen for us and raising awareness to
us. | am doing road development work in the Coimbatore Corporation area and pipeline

construction work for Indian Oil Corporation. Due to non availability of raw materials, it is
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very difficult to reorganize road development works in our business. Therefore, it is difficult
for the public to carry their daily life. This is causing a lot of traffic congestion in the
corporation area. We have set up a tar plant in the Chettipalayam area. If the raw materials
are available, our aim is to quickly complete the tar road renovation on time and hand over to

Government on time. Therefore, | request that permission be granted for this quarry.
15. Thiru. Jayakumar, Kalacherry

| have a crusher. Due to the lack of stone boulders, | have not been able to run the
crusher properly and could not supply material. Therefore, | would like to inform you that |

feel comfort if permission for this quarry is granted.
16. Thiru. Kathiravan, Kinathukadavu

I'have five lorries of my own. | cannot drive them due to lack of material. Material is

not available in abundance. So, if permission is given for this quarry, it will be easy.
17. Thiru. Praveen, Eechanari

I'am doing building construction and consulting. Due to non-availability of raw
materials, the product is not delivered on time. Therefore, the customers could not be paid
on time,work could not be allotted to labours. If the quarry increases, the availability of raw

material will increase. Therefore, | request you to open this quarry.
18. Thiru.Mugilan, Secretary, Tamil Nadu Farmers' Protection Association

Coimbatore District Administration in co-ordination with Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Coimbatbre South conducts this public hearing in Pachapalayam Village. The broject
is located at plot number 238/1, area 1.98 hectare, Sulur taluk, Coimbatore district. He
welcomed the District Revenue Officer, the Chairman of the Public Hearing. Meeting for
Shanmugam's Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry and District Environmental Engineer. He
also welcomed the officials from various departments who have participated here and to

those who have come from various organizations including Tamil Nadu farmers and the

“
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Tamil Nadu Environmental Movement on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection
Movement. | extend our greetings and best wishes to the quarry owners, the public who
supports this quarry, and everyone else. This public hearing meeting is not ébout what the
quarry is for. As the project consultant has already stated, if this quarry operates, it will
inevitably cause air, water, soil, and noise pollution, and affects socio-economic ve‘nvironment
and various environments. The project consultant submitted report of 400—page
envifonmental impact assessment regarding methods to rectify the above pollution and
changes, | have come to talk about whether this quarry will operate on that basis? Can it be

operated?

First, we have to look about siting criteria. The village administrative officer has
stated in his report that there are no houses or temples within a 300-meter radius of this
quarry.We also verified the documents to check the above certificate. In the survey number
238 there is a house. It is also confirmed in révenue records as 238/1. This was taken from
another quarry's report. The computer FMB also confirmed the above. It is aléo shown in
Village Map and A-Register. That house is located within the quarry field. But we visited the
field in person, we cannot find the house, because, it was demolished/diaplated Otherwise,
the quarrymen would have bought the house and demolished it. To verify above, we get
information under Right to Information Commission, from Assistant Director of the Survey,
Survey Department. He informed that if a house registered in the UDR and Natham Land
Survey Field Map has found demolished or collapsed, it shouid be recorded as house only.
Circular was also issued to all subordinates informing that if house is registered in UDR,
Natham records found demolished or diaplated should be taken as ber initial records only.
Distance,certificateé should be issued for house, house site, odai, road after checking
Village, FMB and A-Register. If house is notified in revenue records, it shall not be changed.
Separate orders should be issued. Since the house is shown in revenue records/permission
shall not be issued. In survey number adjacent to the site is 237 where two houses are

located at 120m.. This is the southeast part of the -quarry. There are three houses at 290
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meters in the southeast part. This is also mentioned in the revenue record. Not only that, the
eastern part of the quarry in survey number 242there is a house at 248 meters. There are
houses at 295 meters also. So, apart from that, if you look at the eastern side of the quarry,
there is the Karuppu Swami temple. The Karuppu Swami templé is located adjacent to the
Gomuki Quarry. . It's shown as Google Images. Thus, there is a hQuse at survey nleber
238, where quarry is proposed. There is approved house in the Eastern Direction, the house
in the southeast part of the quarry, the house in the east part of the quarry, and the Karuppu
Sami temple in the east part. If you built house even at the cost of Rs.50 Lakhs with road. it
will not be included as approved one. House should get panchayat approval. If you submit a
- plan and get the approval from Panchayat or DTCP, then the house is treated as approved.
If house is approved in the Revenue Department documents, it will also be taken as
approved. Thus, since all these houses are approved houses as per revenue department
documents, we are stating that permission cannot and should not be given to Shanmugam's
quarry on the basis of the law. A Tar Road is located at 50 m from the quarry site. The unit
has assumed to leave 50m if it is in tar road. The same was confirmed in their report. In
previous lease 2019 also, the unit informed the same. Bﬁt as per the PPT, they have mined
beyond their permitted level. They have not left 50m distance between quarry and the tar
road. This is incorrect information. In addition, workers' temporary or permanent residences
- should not be located within a 300 m radius of the quarry. During the same period last year,
on May 1, an explosion occurred in Aviyur, Virudhunagar district, killing six people. They
have clearly furnished in their documents that there is no temporary or permanent workers'
shed/house within 300 m of the quarry. The explosion affects upto 2km radius. When there
is a explosion in Vijayalakshmi Quarry last year, it affects Sulur Air base, which is 3 km
away. Hence, nobody should stay within 300m radius of quarry. There are many worker
settlements surrounding this quarry. Therefore, permission cannot be given to this quarry on

legal grounds.

m
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. We verified the google maps furnished with google images as per latitude and
longitude. But we have come to speak based on the documents released by the government
and the documents that the government c’an accept. As far as they are concerned, , tvhere
are houses at 143 m in the North East Direction. On the east side, there is the Karuppu
Swamy Temple at 220 m, houses at 243 m, and at 288 m. There are also houses at 290 m
and 269 m on South Eastern Direction as shown in Google images. Similarly, there are
houses at 145 m, 260 m, 173 m, ‘i77 m and 178m on Southern side. On Western side

houses at 297, 108, 77, 57, 88 & 154 m. On the southwest, there are houses at 203 m,

261m. In the northwest, there is one house at 167 m. | couldn't take a printout of all that right
now because of shortage of time. We have taken all this from Google images. | will give you
a report. All these houses have been shown on Google. Next, regarding this quan;y, they
had already mined too much in the Northern part of the site even before cdmmissioning,.
This fs illegal mining. We have seen many quarries being fined for simply mining minerals.
But the question is whether the explosives used is legally obtained? Therefore, we request
that action shall be faken under the Explosives Act against theunit for excessive mining.
Similarly, there should be no surface water reservoir or borehole within 500 m of the quarry
area. But, there is a village within 500 m. There are also overhead tanks and water sources.
Therefore, permission shall not be granted as per Minor Mineral Rules. The quarry owner
déclaréd that 98 trees will be planted to create greenbelt. They have already taken lease of
this quarry twice. But they have not developed any green belt in the earlier lease periods.
Therefore, we request you to do plantation. Similarly,as per rules, nonel exp'losives should
be used in mudful method. But, in practice, this is not the case. Appropriate action should be
taken against it. Specifically, if illegal’ explosives are used, we request that action shall be

taken according to the Explosives Act.

The Chief Secretary to Government has already issued a circular on 23-7-2019
instructing all the closed and operating quarries shall erect fencing at the cost of Rupees

300 per meter. Most of the quarries do not have barbed wire fences. This year alone, 70
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people have died. Four people have died in Tiruppur. Therefore, if there is no money to erect
a wire fence, the Chief Secretary has ordered on 23-7-2019 to install the same with District
Mining Fund (DMF) within September. Even after two years, no action has been taken. But

the deaths are still happening. | request that appropriate action shall be taken on this.

Similarly, many people complained about shortage of material. The current Chief
Minister of Tamil Nédu, when he was the Leader of the Opposition questioned on November
22, 2017, why sand shall not be imported to meet our‘ demand to avoid depletion of natufal
sources... .PMK Party also endorses the same. Five government orders have been issued
in this regard in Témil Nadu. Government should bring imported river sand from South East
Asian countries as per Government Orders. There will be no problem in providing the
material for the road or foundation stone from the quarry. Smuggling of M-Sand to
neighboring states, is a big problem. Therefore, no river sand, no artificial stone sand for us.
Foreign natural river sand should be imported based on the five Government Orders already
issued by the Tamil Nadu government. We request the Tamil Nadu government to take a
policy decision in this regard. Not only that. This quarry owner informed that there is no
house within 300m.and no schools within 500 m. As per the guidelines issued by TNPCB in
their handbook (TNPCB & YOU ) of Page No.168 & 169, the applicant‘shall declare that the
data and inforfnation furnished by me is true and if found faise his proposal shall be rejected
and shall get back with my own cost even though permission is granted. License is invalid in
case it is issued based on false records and other baéis. We inform this to respected
Pollution Control Board engineer, who gave permission based on the decision of State's
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority. No license is given by District Revenue Officer
or Pollution Control Board. They had given permission after discussion in public hearing
meeting at Pachapalayam. We discussed in the SEIAA meeting where Chairman, Member
Secretary, Experts from various departments, various members from Anna University, IIT
Chennai. They said, they have not seen any video of the hearing and not read any hearing

minutes. There were about 10 intelligence officers. Everything is on record. You are also
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responsibe for the déstruction of Tamil Nadu. Quarry Owners Association complained to The
Hon’ble Chief Minister, Tamil Nadu regarding spending of 15 lakh to 250 lakh to get license
of quarry. They assured that the mistakes will not be repeated when issue was discussed in
Television. Let me explain. We will show you all these documents. | would also like to point
out that if you receive a bribe from someone iIIegalIy or in any other way, you will have to go
to jail. Thank you. Similarly, as far as this quarry is concerned, as far as th'e roads are
concerned, you have said that only the permitted weight should be carried on the roads. The
DRO is there. Road safety meetings are held every month. They hold a road safety month
- every year. In terms of roads, a six-wheeled vehicle with 2 axles carry 18 tons of material. A
10-wheeled vehicle With 3 axles carry 28 tons. A 12-wheeler with 4 axles can carry 36 tons.
A i4-wheeler with 5 axles can carry 48 tons. A 16-wheeler with 6 axles can carry only 48
tons. Vehicle like tractor should only carry 10 tons on normal village roads,. If we loaded in
lorry; ‘it will be 26 tons, In last year, 96,000 crore rupees were Spent in Tamil Nadu for roads.
The Central Government, the Tamil Nadu Government, the Panchayat Union, all of this
96,000 crore rupees. But roads are not even been in good condition for three 'months. Life
span of road with 8 years will be damaged in three years. Public money is wasted. As per
orde‘rs of Supreme Court in Contempt petition of 2023,Fine of Rs.20000 for overloading and

Rs.2000 per addition of every tonne overloaded. Fine should be imposed on sections 113,

113(3), 114, 194, 199 of the Motor Vehicles Act. Not only that,criminal action should be

taken on overloading vehicle based on Public Property Damage Act and also criminal case
shall be filed. None was happened. Nothing was also done. So, the authorities should
protect the people's property and use the people's tax money properly. If there was a
miétake, then appropriate action should be taken againsf it. Not only that, but most
importantly, everybne should take note: This quarry is allowed to extract stones at a depth of
35 meters. When you say 35 meters, it is 120 feet deep. No well is 120 feet depth. So, when
this quarry’s depth is 120 feet, then water in all the wells will dry up. Agriculture will be
destroyed. This area is a fertile agricultural area. Water is naturally available in the projects.
But this quarry starfed operations, all the wells will dry up. Not only that, in the book

= ___ ___ ___ ___ ______ _______________ "]
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published by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board (TNPCB & YOU),all the villages in
Sulur Taluk is overexploited as per CPWD Report in 2020 (page no.244). This reveals that -
100% water was drawn and no groundwater is available. The Public Works Department
(PWD) classified areas as semi-critical, critical, overexploited. They have reported that this
area is converted into an overexploited area. The government should revitalize this area, not
to drive away the people who live here. Not only that, this Shar’imugam quarry cannot be
legally permitted as there are houses, plots, approved houses, and temples within a three
hundred meter radius. Honorable officials, we inform you that legal action will be taken if
license is issued. He submit a request to the District Revenue Officer, that Village
Administrative Officer, who is working under District Revenue Officer, has given a false
report for this quarry. False report stated that there were no houses within a 300-meter
radius. Appropfiate action should be taken. V.A.O .of many villages gave false report
because of their ignorance. We are not interested to dismiss any one from services. But if
they are wrong, action should be taken against them. In Thiruchengode, they have filed a
case agaiﬁst a VAO. In Karur District, District Collector ordered to file a case against VAO
and FIR was filed. If we handle the cheque, which bounces without money, then it will be
considered as fraud. Then if the VAO gives a fraudulent report, then VAO has committed
fraud with document. We request through this meeting that action be taken against him.
There are houses, plots, approved houses, temples within a radius of 300 meters around
this quarry field and overhead tanks and water storage facility, borewells are located within a
radius of 500 meters. Since no proper legal rules are followed here, the Shanmugam quarry
should not be given legal permission. | would like to thank the authorities for the opportunity,

informing them that if you try anything else, you will face a reaction. Greetings. .
19. Thiru.Solaiappan

Hello everyone. My name is Solaiyappan. | am from this same village. There is a
farm house located at 300m from quarry. Quarry is not functioning last six months. We

cannot sleep due to vibration created by the operation of quarry. If they blast, there will be
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dust pollution for 10 minutes. My house is at 100m from this quarry. Already there are crakes
in houses. Whenever, there is blasting, vibration will be felt. | bring this to your notice. Thank

you for the opportunity.
20. Thiru. llakiya Ravindran, Sulur.

| am llakhiya Ravindran, from Sulur. | have already expressed my opinion.sir, You
will take action as per rules if required. But previous speaker threatened you, if permission is
given in dther ways , you will face consequences. This is a wrong method of expression. We
éondemn this words. If he tells that protest will carried out if any thing goes wrong; you are in
the position to deliver justice. We condemn thét you are accepting bribe. | request you to

take legal action against threatening mode of speech. .
21.Thiru.Satish, Periyakuyili.

My name is Satish from Periyakuili Village. Please tell me why this public hearing is

conducted and which sector of people affected by this quarry.
District Environmental Engineer:

Express your opinions, don't ask questions.
Mr. Satish, Periyakuyili.

There are a few things that are not known to me.
District Environmental Engineer:

This is not question answer session.
Mr. Satish, Periyakuyili.

Where is the question-and-answer session? We don't know some things. Tell me

when notice board and awareness for public shall be done, before public hearing meeting.

#
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District Environmental Engineer:

As per rules, Advertisement should be given. We have made this. It is enough with

advertisement in Newspapers.
Mr. Satish, Periyakuyili:

You're giving the advertisement. We came to the public hearing after getting
information through handout you have given. They gave it to me two days ago. Inform places
where handouts handed over. Information has not been reached to Periyakuili people.
People from other villages than Periyakuili has expressed their views. Only one or two
peoplevspoke. The people of Periyakuili are the most affected by this. You should hear

opinions of the people of Periyakuyili 100 percent
District Environmental Engineer:

We will come and hold a meeting in Pachapalayam. We had advertised for you
before holding the meeting, who can stop you from express your views? We have advertised
for the public to express their opinions. Anyone can express their views. Nobody was
stopped from attending meeting. You are from Periyakuili, express your opinions, then who
will prevent from attending meeting. 70 to 90% of people read daily newspaper. According to
the law, advertisement should be given in daily newspaper. Hence we made advertisemt in
two daily newspapers. To create additional awareness handouts are being distributed. In

addition flex board have also been placed.
Mr. Satish, Periyakuyili.

| am asking how many days before flex boards will be placed.

m
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District Environmental Engineer:

| told you that it is not legal requirement. But, to create awareness among the

public, we distribute notices to public. We put up flex boards.

At the end of the meeting, the District Environmental Engineer thanked the District
Revenue Officer for chairing the Public hearing, the general public, representatives of
agricultural associations, and environmental activists who registered their views on behalf of

the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and the District Administration. ‘He thanked

everyone.

List of public attended the public hearing meeting along with photographs and

CD/Pen drive recorded with the entire proceedings of public hearing are enclosed herewith.

No. of Petitions received : 2

@WIZ’E‘ r o % ,
District Environrfiental Engineer, ‘ Special District{Revenue O;;i er,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, (Land acquisition) State Highways

Coimbatore South. Coimbatore District

R
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