Minutes of Public Hearing conducted on 14/10/2025 at 11:00 A.M. in Alagu Mahal

Near to Sengulam Railway Station and Senqulam vilaku Bus stop, Trivandrum

Main Road, Sengulam, with respect to the Proposed Rough stone and Gravel

Quarry by the Project Proponent Thiru.K.Selvaraj over an extent of 4.45.20 Ha in

S.F. Nos. 824/2,825/2A,825/2B,826/1(P),826/2(P),842/2(P),843,845/1A and 845/2A(P)
of Tharuvai Village, Palayamkottai Taluk, Tirunelveli District ‘

Details of participants in this meeting.

1. Thiru.P.Valli Kannu ' - Revenue Divisional Officer (In-Charge),
Tirunelvelil
2. Er.D.M.Krishnababu.,M.E - District Environmental Engineer,

TNPC Board, Tirunelveli.

3. Tmt.Isaivani - Revenue Tahsildar,
Palayamkottai Taluk

4. Er.A.Jeba. M.E - Assistant Engineer,
O/o.District Environmental Engineer,
"TNPC Board, Tirunelveli.

Public and Government Officials — 430 Nos Copy of Attendence (Annexure-1)

The public hearing under EIA Notifications, 2006 for proposed Rough stone and
~Gravel Quarry by the Project Proponent Thiru.K.Selvaraj over an extent of 4.45.20 Ha
in  S.F. Nos. 824/2,825/2A,825/2B,826/1(P),826/2(P),842/2(P),843,845/1A and
845/2A(P) of Tharuvai Village, Palayamkottai Taluk, Tirunelveli District was conducted
on 14/10/2025 at 11.00 A.M in Alagu Mahal Near to Sengulam Railway station and
Sengulam Vilaku Bus stop, Trivandrum Main Road, Sengulam,

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution” Control Board,
Tirunelveli welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer (In-Charge), public, Government
officials and industry representatives who have attended thekpublic hearing. He
informed that the arrangements for the public hearing had been done as per the
guidelines issued under EIA Notifications, 2006. In this regard, public notices were
already published in “Dinathanthi” & “The New Indian Express” on 04/09/2025 and also

“announcement made to the public through vehicle announcement and distributing
pamphlets.

He also stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the public will be
recorded through videography and the same will be sent to the State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Tamil Nadu for taking necessary action.

Also, He asked the project proponent to explain about the project to the public,
and said that the public can express their opinions after the explanation.

Then, the Revenue Divisional Officer (In-Charge), Tirunelveli welcomed all the
public and requested them to briefly and clearly express their views regarding the

“proposed rough stone and gravel quarry at the pu'blic hearing meeting.



Then the Environmental consultant explained about the project of proposed
Rough stone and Gravel Quarry by the Project Proponent Thiru.K.Selvaraj to the public

through a Power Point Presentation.

The District Environmental Engineer has requested the public to express their
views one by one on the project orally or in writing and also informed that the public
views are recorded and will be sent to the SEIAA, TamilNadu for taking necessary

action.

Subsequently, the public has started expressing their views with respect to the
project as follows.

Mr. S.P.Muthuraman, Environmentalist, Tirunelveli :-

Mr. S.P. Muthuraman said that the project consultant had prepared a report on
behalf of the quarry owner and the project consultant only given the summary regarding
the project, and therefore, the project consultant should answer their questions

regarding the project.

Further, he stated that the Environmental Impact Assessment 'Report, was said
to be conducted between March 2024 to May 2024, and that there are 3 quarries
located within 500 m radius from the proposed site namely M/s. Sankaranarayanan
alias Shankar Quarry, M/s.D.Mercy Mary Quarry, and M/s.D.Mercy Mary Quarry are
‘currently operating, but he questioned whether these 3 quarries are currently

operational.

He further stated that the project consultants had provided fake information in the
Environmental Impact Assessment Report without conducting a proper inspection and
requested that appropriate action should be taken against the project consultants. They
said that the M/s. Sankaranarayanan quarry is in operation, the owner of the proposed
quarry, Mr. Selvaraj, has taken lease of Sankaranarayanan quarry without following the
rules and regulations for the operation of the mine. On May 14, 2622, a major accident
occurred in that quarry, 60 people from the fire department, including the District
Collector and the Secretary, Department of Geology and Mining were present at the
accident site. Finally out of the 6 persons trapped, only 2 were saved by the National
Disaster Management and Rescue Team from Arakkonam and remaining 4 were died.

'He said that the Tamil Nadu Chief Mihister had given a compensation of Rs 15 lakh
each to those who died in the accident, which was the people's tax money, and that the
quarry lessee who was responsible for the accident should provide compensation. He
further said that the proponent who illegally mined and caused accidents, is now

seeking permission for a new quarry.

He also questioned whether the Department of Geology and Mining knew that
this quarry had applied for permission. The terms of reference for this project were
obtained in 2019, and then the file was shelved due to the accident, and they had now
applied for permission by misusing the Terms of Reference obtained earlier. He said
that the Assistant Director of the Geology and Mining Department was suspended for



illegally mining and causing a mining accident on that day, and that the quarry owners
Selvaraj and Kumar were arrested in Mangalore, and the District Collector had issued

“an order to close that mine. There was a commotion in the meeting as he spoke.

He continued by saying that the proposed quarry has sought permission adjacent
to the existing Sankaranarayanan quarry where the accident occurred, and he
questioned how mining leases can be granted near the survey number of the quarry
that caused the major accident. He said that minimum distance between to quarries
should be 200 m. When he tried to show the video footage related to the accident, there
was a lot of commotion in the crowd. Those in the crowd asked how they could speak if
he was the only one continuously speaking. Mr. Muthuraman was asked to express his
views on the project only, and to express them briefly and quickly. But he refused and

left without expressing his opinion further.

-Mr.M.S.Raja, Founder of the Groundwater Conservation Movement and
Pasumpon Blood Donor Association:-

Mr.M.S.Raja said that he was conducting various protests against groundwater
drawl and sand theft in Tamil Nadu, and that he is pursuing cases in the National Green
Tribunal and the Madurai Bench of Madras High Court in this regard, and that everyone
has the right to request and apply to ban environmental pollution if permission is not
properly given for quarrying or mining of natural resources. He said that he inspected
the site where the quarry is proposed and found no environmental violations have been
committed there, and the people of Tharuvai, Ponnakudi, Chengulam,
Adaimithippankulam and surrounding villages live below the poverty line, are backward

in education, economy and employment, and the quarry will provide employment to the
“villagers, the economy will improve, the government will get revenue, and the
infrastructure will also be improved.

He requested that the public hearing should only be allowed to express opinions

and should not be in the form of a question and answer session.

He further stated that there is no cattle grazing land or wildlife sanctuary located,
in the proposed site so there is no objection to grant permission for this quarry, and
expressed his opinion that permission for this quarry can be granted by following
government rules.

Mr.S.Karanthai Meerasha, Nellai Suburban District Vice President, SDPI Party :-

Mr. S. Karanthai Meerasha said that' Tamil Nadu is not recovered from the tragic
incident that took place in May 2022 and questioned why permission should be given to
these quarries again. He said that it is not only the people of this area who are affected
by this quarry, but also the environment. He expressed his opinion that a public hearing
should be held before preparing the Environmental Impact Assessment report, and that
the outcome of the accident that has already happened is still unknown, and said that

the Tamil Nadu government should not grant permission to quarries.



Mr. Shankar, Tirunelveli District:-

-

Mr. Shankar said that he belongs to the same village and that those who had
blocked the road during the 2022 quarky accident have now come here to support. He
said that his mother had cancer in 2024 and his agricultural lands located in survey
numbers 839, 840, 841, and 842 will get affected. He told that 21 people in this area
had died due to cancer from 2020 to the present, and further told that government
officials had to wear mask to cross the Venkateshwara crusher between 2 and 4 pm, to
avoid dust, and his land located in survey numbers 839,842/1 are adjacent to the
proposed quarry, which has possibility of stones falling from the quarry. Many people in
his village were suffering from respiratory problems. So he expressed his opinion that

permission should not be given to this quarry.

Mr. M. Kalyanasundaram, Nanguneri Zonal Secretary, Naam Tamilar Party

Mr. Kalyanasundaram, said that people had come here without knowing what

“kind of meeting was going on, and there had been an accident in quarry in this area and
questioned the need for setting up this quarry again in Adaimithippankulam. He said

that the people of this area will not get M-sand and stone from this quarry at low prices,

and that it is being send to other states. He expressed his opinion that this quarry is not

needed as it is destroying the livelihood of the people.

Mrs.Libya, Adaimithippankulam:-

Mrs. Libya said that the people did not know why they had come, and that they
had brought people by giving money. Further, she said that there was no benefit from
this quarry. People had come seeking employment and questioned how many people
were working in the quarry. She also said that only 4-5 people were working in the
-quarry.

Further, she said that the quarry was affecting the groundwater, which available
at a depth of 150 m at present, was available in 40 m previously and all the water
coming to the pond stored in the quarry and no water reaches to the pond and thus
affecting the agriculture due to the lack of water, and more than 20 people have been
affected by cancer in the last 5 years due to air pollution in this village and therefore she

expressed her opinion that this quarry is not needed.

Mr. Sekar, Adaimithippankulam:- -

i

Mr. Sekar said that quarry is affecting their groundwater, which is a great danger.
He told that the groundwater that was available at 40 feet previously, is now available at
300 feet, because the quarries are bein'g dug upto a depth of 300 feet within a radius of
1 km. He also told that if it does not rain for a year, they will not get water and have to
fetch water from a distance of 4 km. He said that his 4.5 acres of land is not in a

condition for agriculture and more than 50 people in his village have died of cancer and



his village has turned into a desert. He finally expressed his opinion that permission
should not be given to this quarry.

Mr. Baskar, Social Activist, Nanguneri:-

Mr. Baskar said that natural disasters do not happen on a planned basis, and a
planes cannot be stopped because of a plane crashes, and similarly, the landslide in the
Aquarry was not planned, and all the safety equipment are in place. He said that his
relative who works in accident happened quarry, is currently struggling to feed himself
and due to the impact of the accident, more than 150 people from 36 families in
Nanguneri village have suffered losses. He said that accidents happen everywhere and
cannot be stopped, and that the owner of the quarry did not plan the accident, and the
establishment of this quarry will improve employment and livelihood, and permiséion
should be given to this quarry.

Mr. Joseph Suresh, Naam Tamil Party (Environment Camp):-

Mr. Joseph Suresh said that the government allows quarrying to a depth of 10
feet only, but the accident occurred because the quarry was dug upto a depth of 100

feet. He also questioned who's economy. will develop due to the quarry.

Furthermore, it is said that only 27 people will get jobs due to this quarry. But
lakhs of people are being unemployed, he said that only the economy of politicians and
capitalists will develop due to the quarry, and the economy of the people of this area will
not develop, and the politicians are taking advantage of the poverty and ignorance of
the people. He said that people have come here without knowing that the quarry will

cause damage to groundwater, cancer and respiratory diseases.

Furthermore, he expressed his opinion that the Vvillagers near the
Adaimithippankulam did not attend the public hearing meeting, that they could not carry
out agriculture in the area due to the lack of groundwater and they could not live their
homes due to air pollution, and that they were sUffering from respiratory problems and

cancer, and therefore, permission should not be granted for this quarry.

Mrs. Koilmani, Adaimithippankulam:-

Mrs. Koilmani said that she has been working in the quarry for 20 years and she
has not been affected in any way by the quarry and the accident happened was not a
planned one. She questioned why people have nof protest in the 4 previous quarry
public hearing meetings. She said that all those protesting here are those who have
studied because their parents were working in quarries. She said that the people of her
village have been working in the quarries for 40 years and have not been affected in

any way by this, so she requested that permission shall be given to this quarry.



Mrs. Jayajothi, Adaimithippankulam:-

Mrs. Jayajothi said that her husband has been working in the quarry for 30 years
and the quarry has not caused any harm. She told that she has been working in quarry
and educating her children and running her family and the quarry owner should take
care that the accident similar to previous should not happen again. She told that more
than 50 people like drivers are unemployed in their area and their family is suffering that

they need stone, gravel etc. to build houses, so permission should be given to this

quarry.
'Mr. M. Perumal, Adaimithippankulam:-

Mr. Perumal, while speaking, said that his father and himself are working in the
quarry and that it is natural for diseases to occur, and people living in the urban area
also get diseases, and they cannot oppose the quarries, and they cannot build houses
without stone, gravel and sand, and therefore requested that permission shall be

granted for this quarry.

Mr. Prakash, Adaimithippankulam:-

Mr. Prakash said that he is a graduate, currently working in a quarry, his
livelinood depends on this quarry, he will get employment from this quarry and his

livelihood will improve, so he requested permission for this quarry.

Mr. Vetrivel, Adaimithippankulam:-

Mr. Vetrivel said that there is a lot of damage due to the quarry, and he has
submitted a petition to the District Collector, and the District Collector said that
permission will not be given to this quarry. He also said that 6 people had died in an
accident at the quarry at Survey No. 844, 848, 849/2, that the quarry was banned by the
government, and this quarry will be established nearby. He said that there was a
" shortage of drinking water in their area due to the quarry, and 11 people had died of
cancer in this area, so permission should not be given to this quarry, and if permission

is granted, they will mobilize the people of this area and will protest.

Mrs. Janaki, Adaimithippankulam:-
Mrs. Janaki said that she had worked in this quarry for 28 years and had

educated and married her 4 children, and requested that to give permission to this

quarry as it would provide employment to her villagers.

Mrs. Jebathai, Adaimithippankulam:-

Mrs. Jebathai said that the people of this village had worked in the quarry since
the age of 10 and had made their children study, and an unexpected accident had
occurred in this quarry, but the quarry owner had provided all possible assistance to the
victims. She said that stone, gravel and soil were needed to build houses, and that all
the people of Adaimithippankulam had worked in this quarry and no one had come for




money. She requested that permission shall be granted to this quarry to provide
| employment to the people of his village.

Mr. Murugaraja, Adaimithippankulam:-

Mr. Murugaraja said that his mother had worked in the quarry and made him
study, that he worked as a tailor previously but because of not enough income, he
started working in the quarry, and this quarry‘was the only source of income for them,
and that more than 100 people were working in the quarry. The protesters are asking for
1 lakh 2 lakhs and our people do not know any other work, so they requested that to
give permission to quarry.

Mr.Thangababu, Adaimithippankulam:-

Mr. Thangababu said that those who spoke previously in the meeting said that
there is water scarcity. But he said that the quarry owners have made arrangements for
water availability throughout the day. He said that it is not correct to say that land near
to Kandithankulam are looks like desert, however it can seen that they are looks green.
He said that his family, had suffered previously, is now in a good condition after started
working in stone crusher and they can work for less time in the quarry, and get good
wages. But if they work in other jobs, the working hours are longer and the wages are
less. He said that the land of the protesters is located near to the quarry site so they are
trying to sell the land at a higher price, and the protesters are also demanding money
for not objecting the project. Continuing his speech, he said that there is no possibility
for groundwater level decreasing, that earlier the water level was at 150 feet, but now

“the water level is only at 90 feet, and water is supplied to the village through 3 mini
tanks, so there is no water scarcity. He also said that people are reporting that they are
affected by dust, but he questioned Whether dust pollution does not cause diseases in
urban areas. He said that it is normal for humans to get sick, and permission can be
given to the quarry without affecting the people, and, he requested to give permission to
this quarry for the livelihood of the people.

Mr. Maharajan, Adaimithippankulam:-

Mr. Maharajan said that there are more than 150 trucks in his village, and that
there are thousands of people who depend on it. He said that due to the shortage of
quarries, stone and sand were purchased in Karaseri and Thalaiyuthu areas at prices

| ranging from Rs. 8,000 to 9,000, and since there are quarries in this area, the price of

~stone and sand is less, therefore, and permission should be given for this quarry.

Mrs. Selvarani, Adamithippankulam:-

Mrs. Selvarani said that they want quarry and that all those who spoke here have
worked in this quarry. She said that all those who objected here are in good condition.
She said that after working in the quarry only she was able to send her children to study

| and requested that permission shall be given for the quarry.



P

As no other public were come forward to record their. views, the District
Environmental Engineer told to submit written petition if any. After that, 331 numbers of
written petitions were received in the public hearing meeting.

Finally, The District Environmental Engineer told that all the views informed will
be recorded and will be submitted along with videography to State Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority to take necessary action and thanked all the public

attended the meeting.

The meeting came to the end.

éw wl()p’)/ . m
District Environm&htal Engineer, Revepue Di\)is? Officer (In-Charge),

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, k_;'ﬁ/runelveli District
Tirunelveli :

Annexure:

1. Copy of Atfendence ( Total - 50 Pages, 430 Participants)

2. Pendrive consisting of the Recorded Video of the entire public hearing.
3. Press release Notice (Tamil & English)
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. Written Petition received from th_é public for this proposed Project-331 Nos

-
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