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register their views. He extended a warm welcome to all on behalf of the District

Administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Contrel Board.

The DEE emphasized that, as per the Environmental Impact Assessment
Notification 2006, issued by the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change
(MoEF&CC), Government of India, prior Environmental Clearance is required for eight
types of projects listed in the notification. Some of these projects must conduct public
hearing before receiving clearance. Accordingly, M/s. M. Saraswathi Rough Stone and
Gravel quarry located at SF No. 1284/2 Part, 1284/4, Sivanmalai Village, Kangeyam
Taluk, Tiruppur District over an extent of 2.13.00 hectare area has applied for prior
Environmental Clearance, to the State Level Environmental Impact Assessment
Authority (SEIAA), Chennai and this public hearing was convened in connection with

their applications.

The DEE, TNPCB, Tiruppur North, also stated that a public notice regarding
the conduct of this public hearing had already been published 30 days in advance, i.e.,
on 05.08.2025 in the daily newspapers “Dina Thanthi’ and “The Times of India”. In
addition, announcements regarding the public hearing were already made through

posters and distribution of pamphlets in Sivanmalai and surrounding areas.

He further informed that the project consultant would present the details of the
project and the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) through a PowerPoint
presentation on behalf of the proprietor of the M/s. M. Saraswathi Rough Stone &
Gravel Quarry. After the presentation, the public and environmental volunteers would be
allowed to express their views about the project either in writing or orally. The entire
proceedings of this public hearing will be audio and video recorded and submitted to the
State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority for further action. DEE, also,
requested that those registering their views orally shall mention their name, address and
than to register only comments related to this stone quarry. Following these remarks,
the DEE, TNPCB, Tiruppur North, requested the Revenue Divisional Officer,

Dharapuram to preside over this public hearing.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Dharapuram:

The RDO, Dharapuram greeted everyone who had gathered for the public
hearing of the proposed M/s. M. Saraswathi Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry located in
S.F. No. 1284/2 Part & 1284/4, Sivanmalai Village, Kangeyam Taluk, Tiruppur District
over an extent of 2.13.00 hectare area. He requested them to express their views only
about this stone quarry as stated by the District Environmental Engineer and then

inaugurated the public hearing.

Project Consultant, Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions, Salem, Tamil Nadu:

He welcomed the gathered for the public hearing meeting and explained the

details of the project as mentioned below
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F“o[iowrng thrs the Dlstrrct Envrronmental Englneer (DEE) Tamrl Nadu Pctlutron

- _'Control Board (TNPCB) Tlruppur North requested the publrc and envrronmentat'-f"_'_'-
_'actrvrsts to regrster therr wews on the establlshment of thrs quarry o

: _ 'Accordmgly, the pubhc expressed therr followmg vrews L S

o 1 Thrru Slvasamy, S:vanmalar

He stated that the Saraswathr quarry is: located rn close proxrmrty to"

:"_-'severai resrdentral properhes He specnr cally noted that wrthm a 300 meter radlus -

: “there are two houses fo' the west one house to the northwest and another house o _
-:'-__.-'_.__:-:srtuated wrth:n the quarrys own boundary He also mentroned that an approved -
o : house of Arshwarya Garden whrch secured a bank Ioan of 1.5 crore is also within ~

'. the same 300 meter range to the northwest Furthermore Mr Srvasamy hrghtrghted :

_"_'-that a power ilne runs wrthrn 50 meters of the quarrys western boundary He added R
o . that a panchayat well and 2 borewell servrce are srtuated in the southeastern part of e
L -the quarry, rarsrng concerns about therr safety and Water suppty

_ Mr Srvasamy expressed deep concern about the quarrys appllcatlon for |
' .'-;'_-permrssron to extract stone up toa depth of 136 feet He pornted out that the wells

: ~inthe nearby Srkkasampatayam and Ramapattrnam areas whrch are part of the
---f-"_Parambrkulam Aliyar PrOJect (PAP) |rrrgatron zone, are: typrcaily only around 80 feet o

B '_deep He questroned whether the welis in the area would run dry if the quarry were -

e tO operate at such a depth ‘and how farmers wouid then be able to sustarn therr' SR



livelihoods and raise livestock. He challenged the project consultant's claim that
water is being used to suppress dust on the quarry roads. He urged government
officials to personally drive on these roads to witness the conditions and understand
the extent of the residents’ suffering. He also stated that the heavy-laden quarry
trucks have severely damaged the local roads and pathways. Finally, he argued
against granting permission for the quarry, citing the presence of a permanent
bridge over the PAP irrigation canal, located to the southeast and east of the quarry,

which he believes is at risk from the quarry's operations.

2. Thiru. Natarajan, Uthukkuli
Mr. Natarajan stated that the quarry's operations are in violation of legal
regulations. He pointed out that within a 300-meter radius of the quarry, there are
houses [ocated in survey numbers 1280 and 1274, as well as one house within the
quarry premises itself, and another in Aishwarya Garden. Due to this proximity, he
argued that the quarry should not be permitted. He also noted the presence of two

permanent bridges, which he believes further justifies denying the quarry a permit.

Mr. Natarajan claimed that the quarry's operations are causing significant
water and soil pollution, negatively impacting agricultural lands. He accused the
quarry owners of failing to adhere to their own commitments, stating that they do not
use delay-detonators for blasting or spray water on the roads to control dust. He also
highlighted the issue of overioaded trucks. Despite a rule limiting vehicles to a
maximum of 10 tons on panchayat roads, trucks carrying 80 to 90 tons are a
common sight. This excessive weight, he said, causes roads built to last for eight
years at a cost of 1 crore per kilometer to deteriorate within just three months. This
road damage also creates traffic hazards. He concluded by stating that the quarry's
owners are not following the law and that the operation is harming agriculture, and

therefore, it should not be granted a permit.

3. Thiru. Somasundaram, Sedarpalayam, Uthukkuli
In his statement, Mr. Somasundaram, expressed his support for the
Saraswathi quarry. As a local businessman who owns four lorries and transports
stones from the quarry, he stated that he has a direct business relationship with the
operation. He conveyed his belief that the quarry owner will resolve all the issues
raised by the public and will follow safety protocols, especially regarding blasting.
Based on trust that the Saraswathi quarry owner will operate the business safely, he

expressed his support for the quarry's continued operation.

4. Thiru. Sathish, Environmental Protection Secretary
Mr. Sathish has requested the government to immediately address the
issues faced by the local community by "adopting” the village. He requested that
significant funding be provided without delay to ensure the area's sustainable
development. He also urged senior government officials to create employment

opportunities for the residents and provide them with permanent housing.
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o -are berng carned out |n a proper manner W|th dse approval Hence he requested that o

R Chenmmalar

En h:s statement he recommended plantmg trees around the quarry to :

- _'_'_:'-malnta;n the areas green and sustamabie envrronment usmg the slogan "Grow
"--‘trees ‘save the natlon " Desplte hrs focus on envrronmental protectron he urged for -

7 the immediate approval of the' envrronmental clearahce for the quarry wrthout SR
'--::_.‘rmposmg any restnctlons on the owners. S - -

".EI-Thlru Poovendran Thottlpakayam SREEEE L SR
_ | Mr Poovendran stated that he has been employed |n thrs crusher unrt"_' |
:.i-_lsmce 2021 and that grantrng permssron to thrs crusher _wouid facrlltate the -
development of local mfrastructure He further ment[oned that the quarry Operatlons' o

f-"-permrssron be granted for the operatron of thrs quarry

'- ._.Thlru Sekar Savadrpatayam

~Mr Sekar -a government contractor from Savadrpalayam noted a'

U 'srgnlf cant increase in the prrce of constructlon materrals ‘He stated that last year, M-
~sand w was avaalable for ?2 200 and crushed stone for Edl 600 However the current'-'__.' ' :

| ._'f'..}pnces have surged to %5 OOO for M sand and %4 000 for crushed stone He further i
' -'.'_'fpolnted out that srnce the quantrty of quarrylng has devrated based on quantrtles'-'_ o
.“_s'prescnbed in the mrnlng ;}Ian constructuon materrals are not read;ly available.
--:_Therefore he requested that a permrt be granted to th;s quarry to ensure a stable"-_..3' |

| "'-_-supply of constructron matenals whrch would facrhtate unmterrupted development o |
:'pmjects rn the area L : S 8 Sl

':"_".:'-Thrru Muhrian Co-ordrnator Tamrl Nadu Envrronmenta! Protectron Movement .

He welcomed the dlgnltaries and partrcrpahts of the publrc hearmg"' |

B -brganrzed Jomtly by the Tlruppur Drstnct Admzmstratron and the Tamll Nadu Pollutlon L -

. Control Board at Slvanmala; Vltlage Kangeyam Taluk tor the proposed stone quarry' .
S of Mrs. Saraswathr in Survey Nos. 1284/2 (part) and 1284/4 extendrng over an area
.' _' of 2. 13 0 hectares (approxrmately 5% acres) He extended greetlngs to the respected '
! Charrperson of the meetmg, the Hon ble Revenue Drvrsronal Ocher of Dharapuram ._
| '_"-the Presrdrng Drstrrct Envrronmental Engrneer of Tamrl Nadu Potlutron Control Boardi o
- :._Tlruppur North the esteemed Tahsrldar of Kangeyam ofﬁcrals trom varlous "
: _':departments members of the press the farmlng communrty who had gathered wrth e
} -’_'-'_.:the concern to protect the;r land and vrllage socrally concemed mdrvrduals R

_ -:’_representatlves of farmers assoolatrons quarry owners persons brought from' N
R Andhra F’radesh by the quarry owners and those mobrlrzed from the local area

He questroned whether the pubtlc hearlng rtself was: berng conducted in

".'__:'-.accordance wrth government reguEatlons He noted that the prOJect consultant had
i :'-'grven a powerpornt presentatron explalmng the potentra! impacts of the quarry on air,
| :sorf sound brodrverslty and the socro-economlc envrronment as well as how these

E |ssues would be mrtrgated He stated that hrs purpose for attend:ng was to determlne




if the quarry was operating legally. He clarified that this is not a new quarry but one
that was previously in operation, with its permit having expired in 2023. The owners

are now seeking a renewal.

Mr. Mugilan stated that his team had reviewed the documents to check if
the quarry complied with the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959. He
expressed shock at their findings, specifically rule 36, which explicitly states that a
quarry lease should not be granted within a 300-meter radius of a residential area.
He provided evidence from the draft EIA report provided by project consultant, where
the village map on page 76 of the annexure shows a house in survey number 1280 to
the west of the quarry. Revenue department documents also confirm this. Another
house is shown in survey number 1274 below that. He further added that while a
house in survey number 1260 to the northwest is not shown on the map, the
Tahsildar, Ms. Bhuvaneswari, had documented in her report dated April 20, 2023,
that there is a terrace house 240 meters to the north of the quarry. He questioned

whether that house was an authorized house or not.

Mr. Mugilan further presented documentation to support his claims
regarding the presence of authorized residences near the quarry. He stated that the
“terrace house" was not shown on the UDR (Updating of Divisional Records) village
map prepared between 1979 and 1985, indicating it was constructed after that
period. He pointed out that while no official had explicitly certified the house as
authorized, its legal status was clear from the encumbrance certificates. He further
informed that from the Tamil Nadu Mercantile Bank, Kangeyam Branch, a loan of
£1.5 crore had been availed against the house and agricultural land measuring 5.28
acres in Survey No. 1260/1. This is reflected in several documents, including
Document No. 2201/2023 and Document No. 5630/2022. He added that these
government records had been downloaded from the official portal the previous
evening. Therefore, he emphasized that since banks provide loans only for
authorized houses and properties, the house known as Aishwarya Garden is indeed

an approved residence.

He further stated that in the computer field map, a house is shown on the
south-western side of Survey No. 1284/2, where the quarry is proposed. He added
that even in the Revenue Department records, houses are indicated in Survey Nos.
1280, 1274, and 1284. Moreover, in the official records of the Registration
Department, the house shown in Aishwarya Garden is recognized as an approved
residence, on the basis of which the Federal Bank has sanctioned a loan. Thus, there
are several such approved houses in the vicinity. He further observed that the quarry
proponents may argue that these houses existed at the time the field map was issued
in 1979, but subsequently the lands were purchased by them and the houses
demolished, and therefore, if one visits the site at present, there may be no house.

He remarked that some may also contend, for the sake of argument, that objections



.'cannot be rarsed to the quarry on the ground of resrdentlat houses when such houses =
. '-_:.no [onger exrst ' - ' o '

Mr Mugllan stated that through a Rrght to Informatron (RTE) request to the' ’

o _ASS|stant Drrector of . ‘the Tamll Nadu ‘Land Survey Department m Erode and =
3_,Namakkat he obtalned an’ oft"cral response The response clarlfled that even if -
.'fzhouses recorded rn the UDR (Updat;ng of D:vrsronai Records) and Natham [and
: _survey maps are rn a driaprdated or demolashed state they must strl[ be documented e

~ as they were rnrt;aily The repcrt for quarry-related distance measurements must be -

- '_ _'venfred agarnst the vrllage map, survey map, and "A regrster" to conﬂrm the presence :
' :'-.:-of approved houses house plots streams and pathways o '

He argued that the Revenue D|V|sronal Offcer as the admlnrstratlve"' '

o authonty for [and classrf’ cat:on conf rrns th:s According to government records even
~ifan approved house or house plot is: m drsreparr it should stril be- cons;dered an
'_-'approved house or ptot Based on th:s he stated that the three houses in survey |
_'_numbers 1284 1280 and 1274 remarn deszgnated as approved resrdential ' 3
f:propertres even if they are in dlsrepalr or have been subdrwded into real estate plots.
_f'Thrs means they fall wrthzn the 300 meter restrlcted zone He reiterated that ahouse : o
| .'.'_m survey number 1260/1 whrch has a bank Ioan and rs approved by the Town and : o
| ”.-'i"'_Country Plannmg Department rs also wsthrn thls drstance | : |

Mr Mugllan then brought up a crrtrcal procedural error He noted that the

| _"_-vrilage admrnrstratwe oﬁ" icer and the Land Revenue Inspector of Kangeyam had--. B
: provrded a dccument (annexure page 76 A of the dratt prOJect report) where the -
; -_measurements were taken from the center of the quarry He argued that accordrng to -
| '.:”'the Tamil Nadu Minor Mrneral Concessron Rules dlstance must be measured from
.- the outer edge of the quarrys excavatron area not from center He expta;ned that
i _measurrng from the center of a 10 acre quarry would show that the requrred distance

 ends within the quarry rtsetf whrch rs a rn;srepresentatlon of the actual drstance to'
o _'.nearby structures - : - o _

He atleged that the E_and Revenue inspector and the Vrllage Admrnlstratrve. |

' :'Ofﬂcer (VAO) had. created fraudulent documents He stated that he had t" led a
o _complarnt regard:ng thrs srm:lar issue, and in response the VAO of Kuttapa!ayam
- _':.Ms Tamr!selvr had provrded a wrltten apoiogy, admrttlng she had rnade a mistake.

He asserted that the current VAO has also engaged in document forgery Based on

: '_proper measurements taken from the outer edge of the quarry, he cont" rmed the
presence: of a tegally approved house in survey number 1277 and another m survey :
T '_-'_:.'-number 1278 Therefore he ooncluded that a permrt for the quarry couid not be'.' :

o legally granted due to the presence of so many houses 1n the area




He said that within a 300-meter radius of a quarry, there should be no
temporary or permanent worker accommodations. He mentioned that the Mr.
Sasikumar, Deputy Director of Minerals for the district, has stated in many quarry
permits that not only approved houses but also unapproved temporary and
permanent worker accommodations should not be present within a 300-meter radius.
The reason, he explained, is that explosions can cause severe damage and lead to
loss of life. He cited the quarry blast incident on May 1, 2024, in Aaviyur, near
Kariapatti in Virudhunagar district, where the impact was felt up to 3 kilometers away,
resulting in more than six deaths. Therefore, he stated that the rule of having no
worker accommodations within a 300-meter radius is fundamental. He also pointed
out that there is a worker accommodation on the western side of the quarry plot at
the 88" meter, which is shown in the documents provided by them, based on latitude

and longitude coordinates.

He also mentioned that the former Tahsildar of the area, Mrs.
Bhuvaneswari, had stated that there is a terrace house at the distance of 240" meter
to the north of the quarry and another terrace house at the 275" meter to the south.
He noted that this information is on page 110-A of the annexure but does not specify
whether the houses are approved. He said that while they had provided document for
one of the houses, they could not produce the documents for the other house, which
is located in the nearby village of Vadachinnaripalayam. He stated that they would
submit the documents confirming whether the house is approved or not would be
submitted at a later date. He concluded that since there are so many houses,
temporary and permanent worker accommodations, and permanent residences

within the 300-meter radius, the quarry cannot be legaily permitted.

He added that a review of Google images based on the latitude and
longitude coordinates provided by them revealed several houses. A house was
shown to be at the 244 47" meter on the northern side of the quarry. Similarly,
Google images showed a terrace house at the 2539 meter on the northwestern side,
worker accommodations at the 280" meter on the western side, and buildings at the
214" meter on the northwestern side. A house was also shown at the 266t meter on
the southern side. Furthermore, he noted that the documents also showed a house at
the 143" meter on the eastern side. He stated that they had presented documents for
various types of residences, including houses, temporary houses, houses shown in
Google images, and DTCP-approved houses. Given that online Google images
reveal the presence of more than eight houses based on the provided latitude and
longitude coordinates, he concluded that the Saraswathi stone quarry cannot and

should not be legally permitted.

He stated that the mining operations must maintain a 10-meter buffer from
the pathway. According to a letter from the Deputy Director of Geology & Mines,

Tiruppur dated March 11, 2024, a 10-meter buffer must be maintained from the road



e in" Survey No 1884/3 Iocated m the southern part of the srte However upon '.

S revrewrng the f eld map, it was evrdent that the quarry was already operatrng wrthout o

_;'thrs 10 meter buffer Excavatron has extended to the very edge of the quarry plot,

e vro!atrng the: ru[e He further noted that the 10 meter buffer must be marntarned even ':' SRR
S _'-_"-rfthe Iand |saprrvate patta tand Eos SR : |

He crted the Publro lnformatron Offrcer and Assrstant Commrssroner of the

' _- Land Survey Department who stated that accordmg to Sectron 15 of Revenue"__'

::-._' Standrng Order No 26 geologrcal pathways and geologrcal canals even |f Iocated o

on patta Iand belong to the government The Tahsaldar has the authorrty to remove' L

| '-_any encroachment He argued that the quarry had encroached upon thrs pathway He o

. pointed out that whrte the authonty to remove encroachments was prevrously with the

B __'Tahsrldar it was transferred to the' Revenue Drvrsrona! Otf cer zn 2022 through'

e ':-'-:;'Government Order No 64 He presented ev;dence that the Saraswathr Quarry had' o

s .:encroached upon the southern pathway and requested that thrs encroachment be j. o

' cleared. He a[so demanded approprrate actron agarnst the zllegal extractron of""_'-_ : L

' '.mrnerals from that pathway He conciuded that the quarry vrolates regulatrons'-'_.:--:"
L regardrng both res;dentral houses and the 10*meter pathway buffer S

He hrghlrghted the presence of a Iow-voitage power trne and a transformer'

. _-_:::on the western srde of the quarry He noted that the Department of Mrnes report did

o B not ;nclude any condrtrons regardrng thrs However based on a prror Complalnt the"_ S

e Respected Tahsrtdar Bhuvaneswarr had clearly stated that the power line - and ESHa,

T '_transformer were located 68 meters to the west of the quarry He concurred that the B o

| "-:_-drstance from the northern edge of the quarry to the western part iS 1ndeed 68

B fmeters but he c[armed that the drstance from the southern edge of the quarry to the' Peeins

g -'--__.:western power Irne is: on[y 33 meters Thrs power trne runs to the east of the quarry SR

| __3'-'a coess road (rn Survey Nos 1281 and 1282) He stated that the authorrtres had_-'. '_ _. _
- -_:--.m;srepresented the drstance ot the power hne from the southern edge as 68 meters EE

| 'when rt rs actual[y 33 meterS _.

He further asserted that the drstance to the transformer and power Ime S _
'"'-near the temporary labor settlement was stated as 68 meters when it rs in- fact 33'.':-_' ERE

- _"."meters He also mentroned another Iooatron where the drstance |s 43 meters andhe

: _-:.was submrttrng evrdence 1o support these cla;ms He stated that the quarry should' o
j'_'not be tega[ly permrtted because a house a ternporary resrdence (as shown in
GOOQIG Earth rmages) fhe power Irne and the pathway are aIE present wrthout the :
requrred tO meter buffer as per government rutes ' b R

’ He referenced Rule 36 of the Mrnor Mrneral Concessron Rutes whrch" .
i _'__ctearly states that government borewelts and overhead water tanks should not exist

e _i_':_.w;thrn a 500 meter radios of a quarry He specrt"caliy ment:oned that no minor

m;nerais shouid be quarrred wrthrn a 300 meéter radius of any water supply system
- rncludrng those managed by local bodres Central _ S_tate __Government -




organizations, or the Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage Board. He explained
that blasting would damage borewells within the 300-meter radius, potentially causing
millions of rupees worth of damage and rendering them unusable. He also warned

that bridges or overhead tanks could develop cracks.

He stated that within the 300-meter radius of the quarry site, an open well
had been dug by local bodies in Survey No. 1287, in the southwestern part, at a cost
of 80 lakh rupees. He challenged anyone present to deny its existence. He confirmed
that a government borewell had also been installed on government poramboke land,
which is recorded as a pathway in revenue documents. The well in Survey No. 1287
had been plastered at a cost of millions of rupees, and a borewell had also been
installed with two electricity connections to draw water. He expressed concern that if
the quarry is established, the water sources for surrounding villages like

Ramapattinam would be destroyed and that these facts had been concealed.

He added that the LBP lined canal runs on the northern and southern
sides of the quarry. He noted that when the Minor Mineral Concession Rules were
introduced, the canal in Survey No. 1257 was not lined. Subsequently, a rule was
established that a quarry should not be set up if government structures are present
within a 300-meter radius. He argued that since the canal is now lined, blasting from
the quarry would damage the lining, destroying the irrigation system that supplies
hundreds of acres of agricultural land. Therefore, he requested that permission not

be granted.

He also pointed out that to cross the LBP canal, a bridge is located in
Survey No. 1286, to the north of Survey No. 1257. This means one bridge is in the
northeastern part and another in the southeastern part, both within a 300-meter
radius. He stated that even with the 150-meter buffer obscured, there are two bridges
within the 300-meter radius, and therefore, the government should not grant legal

permission for this quarry.

Mr. Mugilan stated that despite the quarry owner and their associates
claiming that the quarry had always operated legally and would continue to do so, he
believes otherwise. He noted that this quarry had operated until April 2023. To
support his claims, he referred to an official report dated March 9, 2023, by Mr.
Kumaresan, the then RDO of Dharapuram. The report states that the Saraswathi
quarry had government permits and was engaged in the business of quarrying stones
based on a contract. Mr. Mugilan highlighted this as evidence that the quarry owner
had leased the quarry to a third party, rather than operating it themselves, a point
confirmed by the report from the RDO. He questioned why the owner was seeking a
new license when they couldn't operate the quarry themseives and had instead
leased it out. He warned that once leased, the owner loses control over the

operation, and the lessee might engage in unsafe practices, such as improper
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e,

B _;”meter buffer on ‘the northern eastern and western srdes and a 10- meter buffer cn_ e

---btastrng He concluded by rerteratrng that s;nce the quarry was prevrously operated L
e -'_'_"under a Eease lts permrt should not be granted S ' |

He noted that the quarry owners had promrsed to marntam a 10 meter'

”".-._-'buffer on the southern srde and a 7.5:meter. buﬁer on the northern western and"'_

._'_._-_:_:eastern srdes However he asked the audrence to Iook at the survey map,'f

o questioning if they had ma:ntalned any buffer He. stated that he had frted multrple e |
':complarnts regardrng thlS rssue He clarmed that government rules mandated a7.5- '

' the southern srde He concluded by sayrng that the quarry had over—extracted S |
--'_'mrnerais rn the northern eastern and southern parts wrth the exceptron of the

He stated that Accordrng to the provrded mrnrng plan the quarry was

fperm:tted to excavate up to 172 meters in length ‘97 meters rn width, and 17 meters
" in depth. However, based on an analysrs using’ latrtude and 1ong|tude coordrnates i
o ':.-'-whrle the length was correct the quarry had excavated 148 meters in wrdth instead of * - |
‘the p permztted 97 meters A cornplarnt was i led allegrng that the quarry had operated__-'_:' i
:.-'.'.rllegatly in: February 2023 then RDO Mr Kumaresan responded to the complarnt PR
' (reference no Na Ka No 52/2023) statrng that he had rnformed “the Mrnes-- A
L '.-Department to measure the quarry and submrt a report on’ the over—excavat;on
-_'-However as of now after 30 months no report has been provrded Srmrlarly, when' e
| Mr i\/layrlsamy was the Tahsrfdar a complarnt about the quarrys excessrve Iength ' - o
T __ ;wrdth and depth was f'led by iVlr Mugrlan and lVlr Srvasamy at a Drstnct Collectors o
_ .'ﬁpubtrc grlevance meetrng On October 3, 2023 the Tahsrldar responded (reference"-j |
. :-.i."__no Mu.Mu. 2605/2023) by statrng that a report had been requested However, no-';_"" S
B . :such report has been recerved to date The speaker atso mentzoned that they have' _ ;_' - :-_
e provrded evrdence that thrs Tahsrtdar was mvolved rn vanous corrupt actrvrtres The" s
_ :__speaker oonc]uded by expressrng drsapporntment that desprte prov;drng documented i |
:'_"-r'evrdence of 1Ilega| over-excavatron authorrtres have farled to take actlon for over _'
| -:_ .': jthfee years even though they clarm they wrll act wrthzn 30 days The speaker brought | - o
o _’fthrs lssue to the attentron of the present RDO and Tahsrldar h;ghlrghtrng the drre laok |
5_ _-'_'_'lof actron SRR . _ -

He also mentsoned that a complarnt was t“ led regardrng thrs matter at the :

| "':]'.:__Agnculturat Gnevance Day meetrng on Juty 25, 2025 However the Tahsrldar has not'. o
:_:[yet provrded a response He stated that whrle responses were rece;ved for two
o -'-_'_._quarnes in Keeranur none have been recerved for the others He concluded by
L requestrng that approprrate actron be taken for the over»excavatron notrng that the"_-_'
_ --___petrtron was- sent not only to the Tahsrldar but also to the Revenue Drvzsronai Oft“ icer
and the Department of Mrnes | Rt : |




He responded to a friend who stated that M-sand is avaiia'ble at a low price
due to the operation of these quarries. He cited a Facebook post by the Respected
M.K. Stalin, the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, from November 22, 2017. In the post,
which was made when he was the Leader of the Opposition, Mr. Stalin questioned in
both English and Tamil why the "horse-trading Edappadi government” was refusing
to permit the sale of imported sand tc prevent the loss of natural resources. He
added that between December 2017 and July 2022 (when the DMK government took
office), the Tamil Nadu government issued five government orders from the Public
Works and Water Resources Departments to import 5 lakh metric tons of natural river
sand per month. However, the government never implemented the orders. He agreed
that the request of the lorry owners for their livelihood was fair. He pointed out that
everyone knows the quality of the sand currently available is poor, as there are no
laboratories in the area to test its quality. He questioned how the quality could be

determined without a laboratory.

He stated that an M-sand owner in Chennimalai told him that he mixes
. 30% waste into the sand, while another nearby owner mixes 50%. He emphasized

that this adulterated sand is being used in everything from houses for the poor to

~.~government buildings. He mentioned that M-sand and quarry owners have been

asked to install weighing machines. He suggested that since there are many private
- laboratories for blood testing, the government should establish a laboratory to test M-
sand quality. He added that the association of civil engineers had protested two
months ago, demanding that the government to takeover all quarries, as the quality
of the manufactured stone and sand is not up to standard. He said that the houses
- that public build should last for 80 years, but now if they last for more than 30 years, it
is a blessing of God. He admitted that he did not have much faith in God, but that it

- was a blessing nonetheless.

He stated that, R.P.P. Blue Metals is producing manufactured sand (M-
sand) using saline water with a Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) of 20,000. Similarly,

-~ Andavar Blue Metals, a government contractor, manufactures M-sand using Noyyal

River water at Sarkar Kathanganni, near Kodumanal. Mugilan suggests an alternative
to these practices: importing natural river sand. He states that numerous companies
are ready to import sand from earthquake-prone Southeast Asian countries, making it
available for a cost of Rs. 1,000 per ton at the Ennore, Kamarajar, and V.O.C. ports.
He urges the government to pursue this option. He supports his argument by
highlighting the seismic instability of the region. Citing government records, he points
out that the Sivanmalai area has experienced four earthquakes in the past three
years. Additionally, a land tremor was felt last year, extending from Nallur to
Aravakurichi. He stresses that these incidents classify the area as a hazardous zone.
Mugilan's concern is not merely about the present but also the future, questioning the

impact on future generations. He concludes by appealing to the district administration
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L to deny permlssron for quarrymg rn thrs selsmlcaliy aotive regron to prevent an

iy -'-unrnhabltable env1ronment

He stated that accordzng to the cornb;ned map prov;ded by the quarry' .

S owners there are government -owned roads on all four sides" of the quarry -east,

 west, north and south These roads are now paved He cited a Supreme Court ru!rng '

' _-.-.-_._-_;(Wnt Pet:tron No ‘133/2003 and Contempt of Court Case No 2026) that mandates a- o

"-‘_."maxrmum vehzcle werght of 10 tons on these roads He added that the transport' A
| .:"_:department has' p]aced srgnboards statrng that a t' ne of 20 1000 rupees will be levied .

- '_for the frrst ton of overload and an addztronal 2 000 rupees for every subsequent ton Lo .

He explarned that accordlng to government rutes a maxrmum werght of 10 - '_ :

'tons IS permrtted on rural roads The quarry has stated that it wrll transport 18 ands _'

o _-of stone per day ‘With each 1oad berng 6 cublc meters He clarrt“ed that one Unitis 3

E '_:.cubrc meters, and 1 cubic meter of M-sand or gravel wetghs 3 tons. Thus, 1 unit 3 )
i CUbIC meters) of M-sand or gravei is9 tons and with the vehtcles weight of 1 ton, the -~ o B
jtotal werght is 10 tons He argued that onty tractor—srzed vehlcles carryrng 1 unlt can -

L be transported on the roads around the quarry !f more M~sand or gravel needs to be
o '-transported rt woutd have to- be done by azr as rt rs not possuble to transport |t by [and -

S since these are aIE Panohayat roads

o _ He stated that desplte a report and numerous protests SIgnboards haVe B
" '._been placed by the Block Devetopment Offrcers of Chenmmalal and Kangeyam o
'confrmlng the 10-ton trmlt He pornted out that whzle 31gnboards are present n -

Kuttappalayam and across from the Chennsmala[ bus stand no such rutes are
e 'followed in the Ramapattrnam area. He noted that: thrs is not the on!y quarry in the ™

' .:-__'area there are ‘also Subramanram Quarry Jayasakthr Quarry,_ Maruthachalam._'_

'-_Quarry and M sand ptants all of which transport loads of up to 60 to 70 tons. He -

o 'compared thrs to a cat piayrng ona fve-year—old chrld versus an elephant playlng on L

o them, sayrng that’ roads desrgned to last erght years are complete!y destroyed ‘within
three to so< months or at’ most two' years rn areas wrth quarrylng actrvrty He . g
o mentioned that thls iS true for Panchayat roads State nghways MDRs ODRs and E

T f-_NatzonaI Hrghways He questroned the Justtt" catron for destroyrng these roads, whrch-

-are built with pub]rc money for the benefrt of a smgle quarry owner He stated that' :

_-'whlle the prOJeot ¢onsultant olarmed the quarry would y|e|d 5 lakh' rupees as CERIn o
: 'fve years the cost of bu;ldrng a srngle krlometer of F’anohayat Road 1s between 50 -
: -iakh aod 1 crore rupees and Natrona] nghways cost between 5 and 250 crore
: '-'rupees al[ OfWthh is- pubtrc money ' e ' : ' |

_ He also czted a report from the Respected Reglonal Transport Oﬁ' cer of'
Kangeyam whrch stated that they had taken actron agarnst only one vehicle in a year -
of momtorrng He noted that there are four quarnes crushers “and M-sand plants,

| “with a minimum of 200 trrps per day He clarmed that in the past fve years only one -

o 'vehlcle has been caught Wthh he sard is a vrotatlon of the Supreme Court's verdict.




He stated that a Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP) was recently
arrested for disrespecting a Supreme Court judgment. A senior IAS officer was also
sentenced to one year in prison for contempt of court, and a fine was imposed on the
Coimbatore Commissioner. He noted that in cases of contempt of the Supreme
Court, not only fines but aiso sentences are imposed. He, therefore, stated that
action shouid be taken against the quarry owners in a public property damage case.
He cited Supreme Court Writ Petition No. 136 and Contempt of Court Case No. 2023,
which clearly state that if a truck transports excessive load, both the truck owner and
the driver should be arrested. The Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways
also confirmed this Supreme Court order, which was communicated by the Tamil
Nadu Transport Commissioner on July 24, 2023. He explained that action should be
taken against overloaded vehicles under Sections 113, 113-3, 114, and 194 of the
Central Motor Vehicles Act, and also under the Prevention of Damage of Public
Property Act of 1984, as per the Transport Commissioner's orders. He stated that no

action has been taken in accordance with these orders.

He addressed the officers responsible for Sivanmalai village, the
Tahsildar, Revenue Divisional Officer, Police, and Regional Transport Officer - stating
that they are all acting in violation of the Supreme Court's rulings. He asked them
what would happen if the matter went to court. He noted that on their trip sheet, it is
recorded that they are transporting 6 cubic meters, but in reality, the vehicles carry at
least 10 cubic meters, or a minimum of 20 tons. He stated that all these officials are
aiding and abetting the destruction of government property. He pointed out that even
a six-wheeled vehicle carries 20 tons and concluded by stating that he has evidence

to prove that the quarry owners are not operating legally.

He stated that the quarries should be using a NONEL explosive in serial
blasting method, which involves explosives with a delay of 28 seconds, similar to a
firecracker. However, he claimed that if one were to visit the Sivanmalai temple at 5
PM, they would see Lord Murugan (the deity of the temple) "shaking” one hundred
times a day due to the blasting. He specifically mentioned that the blasting from the
Subramaniam, Maruthachalam, and Jayasakthi stone quarries in Ramapattinam
causes Lord Murugan in Sivanmalai to "shake." He stated that he was present at the
location yesterday evening and that this was recorded on the government's CCTV
cameras. He claimed that they blast after 5 PM and use banned explosives instead of
the regulated ones, and that the authorities have evidence of this. He also cited a
field report by the Respected Tahsildar Bhuvaneswari on the same quarry, which
stated that when the Saraswathi Quarry was previously operating, it was blasting
between 5:30 PM and 6:30 PM, and she had provided similar reports on other

quarries as well.

He countered the project consultant statement that blasting is done only

during lunch break (1 PM to 2 PM) using the specified explosives. He asked if this
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'_was a reatlty anywhere He questzoned the rule of law say;ng that everythsng is o
o written on paper but not foltowed m practrce He pornted out that when people like
'“'_-_.hsm report these issues; they are called terrorzsts extremrsts and Naxalrtes He
: _'stated that the’ Trruppur Revenue Drvrsronat Ofﬁcer had sent ham a summons for

| questronrng under the old Sectron ‘110 (now BNS 126) a case that carnes a one-year - .'
o - 'sentence for protestmg agarnst |llegal garbage dumpmg m a quarry p1t He asked if =~ _. '
i : any of the government offi crals present had done anythrng legally He accused them - -

| - of even orchestratrng the murder of people who telt the truth and educate the publrc

He stated that in 2022 a farmer named Jegannathan from Kuppam Karur :

. Wi was mardered for gettmg an lllegal quarry closed down: He clalmed that they arealso
" being attacked by hired thugs and urged those present to ensure such fncrdents do
B .”'inot happen He ment[oned that there are many such mcrdents crtrng an example' '
: -:-where a'man named Natara;an from Uthukuli was hit by a pzckup truck and survived. _' S
- 'He added that last year “the i\/lrnes Department Rl the Respected Srvasakthr was
-f.‘_:'threatened and a vehrcle he had seazed was taken from “hifn, but no- action was e
" ‘taken. He lamented that not even ofF crals are safe. He mentroned that last week in :
: '-:.-Vangai Karur a pollce ;nspector was hrt on the head wrth an rron rod for t"lrng a case.'. -
| agarnst 26 lornes He stated that it is actrvrsts like hrm who are fi ghtlng for the police |
mspector the Rl and the publlc He concluded by requestrng that such sstuatrons be -
b prevented S PR L ' -

_ He stated that alr potlutron from quarnes s a ma;or problern He R
::'_referenced a statement by the pro;ect consaltant frorn Geo Exptoratlon and Mrnrng' |
Solutions, who clasmed that they had- conducted arr qualrty momtorrng wrth five
o f.devrces for three months contrnuously and found no air pollutlon He noted that even
o in the 2 700—acre SIPCOT in Erode there is only one momtorrng devrce a fact that
" the District Ethronmental Englneer is well aware  of - He said that desprte a
contlnuous struggle by ‘l 000 pe0ple for many years they have not been able to get _
: even one more device mstalled yet thls company clarms to have used five devrces : :
_.::_He questzoned how they conducted the study, stattng that the devrces could not bej- o
o _'moved from place to place He asked for proof of the electrrcrty connectrons used for -~
B _'_the devrces whether from shops houses or motor connectlons statmg that rf they -
had used any, there would be a record of hrgh eectncrty consumptron He clalmed S
| there was no such reccrd and challenged anyone from the vrllage or the quarry
--_'.;:_'_owners to" state where the alr qual:ty was tested He accused the company of L
.provrdrng fraudutent documents wzthout conductmg the study o

He revealed that Geo Exploratron and M;nrng Soiutrons had provrded |

_'-_._:-_-frauduient documents for 200 quarnes clalmmg they ‘had conducted tests ‘at the
- Omega’ taboratory in Namakkal “which was non- operatlonat and ‘whose owner had

o _f"passed away. He said that this has become a major issue after he filed a complaint. - -
' "'_-._He asked the Pollutron Control Board to’ demand the detarls of where the air qualrty .



tests were conducted and where the electricity was sourced from. He emphasized
that air poliution is a significant issue that causes Type 2 diabetes. He expressed

concern that even children are getting diabetes.

He cited a report from the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE)
on May 15, 2025, which stated that children are getting diabetes and instructed all
schools to set up "Sugar Boards" to test children's sugar levels. He pointed out that
people enroll their children in CBSE schools thinking the central government is doing
good, and all CBSE schools now have Sugar Boards. He explained that Type 1

diabetes is caused by dietary changes, while Type 2 is caused by air pollution.

He stated that at Baby Hospital in Marappalam, Erode, 1,950 children
under the age of seventeen have been diagnosed with diabetes. He further said that
diabetes can lead to infertility. He concluded by stating that these quarry owners are
not just operating quarries; they are making children diabetic and infertile. He
requested that the government and the Pollution Control Board demand from the
company the details of where the air quality tests were conducted and where the
electricity was sourced, as they had provided a lab report with latitude and longitude
coordinates. He reiterated that air pollution is a major problem and that the company

must provide the details of the electricity source.

He stated that the quarry owners intend to establish a green belt on the
5.25-acre site by planting and nurturing 1,100 trees. He noted that the State
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA) had previously mentioned in its
2018 environmental clearance report that 1,100 trees would be planted. However, a
field report by Tahsildar Bhuvaneswari in 2023 indicated that only 30 trees had been
planted, and only after protests and issues were raised. He noted that these were still
small saplings and that the quarry should have planted 1,100 trees under its previous
license. He expressed concern that they are again claiming they will plant 1,100

trees.

He mentioned that when Mr. Vineeth was the District Collector, he revoked
the permit for the Ramakrishnan stone quarry in Kodangipalayam in September 2022
for the sole reason that it had not established a green belt. He brought this to the
attention of the Revenue Divisional Officer, stating that this quarry had also failed to
establish a complete green belt. He further stated that quarries must be operated
using the bench blasting method. He cited a case in Pallakottai where six people died
due to sliding of rocks because the bench method was not followed. He claimed that
this method is not being followed at the Saraswathi Quarry either. He explained that
the bench method involves excavating in 5-meter lengths, 5-meter widths, and 5-

meter heights, with a step-like formation, which prevents collapses.
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He pornted out that the PAP canals in the area are oniy two to three feet g

'-'_deep, but the quarry has created a 45 degree foot sIOpe and Irned rt He stated that . |
:._:-'_these. stone quarnes are permanent but are not fo!lowrng the bench method S

-'Therefore he demanded that action be taken agarnst quarnes that do not follow the
bench method -and’ that ‘the Saraswathl Stone Quarry shoutd not be granted
-'permlssron because rt does not Iegally operate wrth thrs method '

He hrghlrghted a ma;or fraud related to the A-1 notrce He stated that the j"

| 'quarry had advertlsed an A 1 notrce lVIr Slvasamy went and srgned it after recervrng -
a phone caII He sard that the A—t advertrsement grven by the Vrllage Admrnrstratrve
Officer on March 1, 2023 was srgned by a total of 19 peopte Thrs domment s
- _fattached as an appendrx to the draft Envrronmenta! lmpact Assessment report He L
_ ‘noted that a report from the Vrilage Admrnrstratrve Oﬁ‘rcer on the A-1 notrce stated
_;.-':_that 60 people had submltted a petrtron of objectlon to the Tahsrldar regardrng the = -
- 'grantrng ofa permrt forthe quarry on March 1 2023 He rnentroned that the Tahsrldar L
" had also* confrrmed that 60 peopie had objected He questroned whether ‘the

'-ob;ectron petrtron was aoceptable or rejectable as no report was glven on the matter .

- He noted that the quarry owners had stated that the publrc had given a BRI
" _ statement sayrng they had no objectron to the quarry He pornted out that the list of - _' i
o . _:_'_?people who gave thrs statement orrly contains therr names and no ‘addresses. This is -
o .;.': _attached to Appendrx 121—A He clarmed that between ‘lO and 16 people srgned thrs' i
e “list and that the Vrllage Admrnrstratrve Offcer also srgned rt on March 20 2023. He -

f'.sard that apart from Mr S|vasamy, everyone etse had srgned the publlc statement in -
: the A1 advertrsement He questroned who these people were and whether they were . _

S | ,quarry owners or local resrdents as no detarls were prov;ded

He rnade a humbte request to the Revenue D|V|sronal Offrcer regardrng the |

_. " Kandasamy stone quarry near Savadrpaiayarn rn Srvanmalar He stated that - nine
- peOpIe who own land around that quarry had sent regrstered letters to the Vrtlage B .
| ':'Admrnrstratrve Off‘ cer the Kangeyam Revenue lrrspector and the Tahsildar I_ .
"'-"'_'-_-'requestrng that they be notrfed if an A~‘l advertrsement was rssued for the
| | ".‘-'_Kandasamy Quarry However he ctarmed that no one was rnformed about the
| '.':_._pubtrcatron of the A—‘l advertrsernent He requested that the Revenue Drvrsronat :

- ':Oft" cer take approprrate actron and record the presence of people from the area who n '. . .

RO have come to object to the Kandasarny Quarry

He questroned what cou]d be done rf the Vr[tage Admrnrstratlve Ofﬁcer is o o

_ 80 neglrgent He stated that the Tahsrldar shoutd take action and that the Tahsrldar”'

“had: frnalrzed the process wrthout the Vrilage Admrnrstratrve Oft” cer even rssurng the
"'."-_'A-‘t advertrsernent He questroned ‘the Justrce of thls srtuatlon He noted that a' j_
"""-.comptarnt had already been fi led wrth the Revenue lnspector regardlng the A1

".-'_-advertrsement for the Kandasamy quarry near Savadrpalayam which was not given

.'.__"’to anyone He crted an lnstance where a Vrtlage Admrnrstratrve Oﬂ"cer named o




Tamilselvi had to give a letter of apology and another one in Namakkal who had a
case filed against him and was now facing legal proceedings. He clarified that their
intention is not to seek revenge against officials but to urge them to act legally. He
questioned the ethics of officials who have worked hard to get a government job
through TNPSC exams but then fall for the money offered by quarry owners and ruin

their lives.

He questioned what should be done regarding the A-1 advertisement. He
stated that at the very least, the surrounding landowners should have been informed.
He noted that the old proclamation practice of using a dandora had been removed by
the Respected chief secretary Mr. lraianbu. He asked what the problem was with
announcing through the Panchayat council using a loudspeaker that new quarries are
being established or that licenses are being renewed and that those with objections
should come forward. He compared this to the polio vaccination campaigns and
Ungaludan Stalin’s campaigns, where they use announcements. He noted that these
quarries operate for thirty years and affect the area, so it is not right to keep the
process secret. He requested that the A-1 advertisement report for the Kandasamy
Quarry should not be finalized and that the people who have objections should be
allowed to submit a petition. He requested that t_his objection be considered and

incfuded in the report.

He demanded that the Tahsildar, Revenue Divisional Officer, and Mineral
Resources officials should conduct a direct field inspection and not be held
responsible for the mistakes of the Revenue Inspector and Village Administrative
Officer. He mentioned that a former Tahsildar in Kuttapalayam had already faced
action and was under investigation for giving a fraudulent report on the R.P.P. stone
quarry. He made it clear that they do not have any personal animosity towards
anyone and urged the officials to do their work legally. He asked them to reject his
statements if they are wrong and even file a case against him for providing false
information, which he would accept. However, he insisted that they must take action

when the truth is being told.

He concluded by stating that the Saraswathi stone quarry is to be
established in Survey No. 1284/2 "part" and 1284/4. He requested that the term
"part” be removed. He noted that even for a license renewal, they can get permission
for only a "part” based on latitude and longitude. He explained that it is easy to
subdivide even a single cent of land, and that this is being done in Ungaludan Stalin
campaigns. He alleged that the quarry owners are going to make crores of rupees
and are using the term "part” to hide information. He stated that with the easy
availability of online tools, anyone can now use their mobile phone to see the quarry's
location. He alleged that they are using the term "part" to prevent people from

checking the website and learning what is around the quarry.
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He made a humbie request to the 'I'ahsr!dar and the Revenue D|v1S|onal. L

: _.-Off'cer He sard that if people come to them with a quarry applrcatron and a fee of

. 1,500 rupees they should ciearly rnstruct them to frrst get the “part“ subdivided. He

. said that thrs is not like the' past when rn;ustrces could be done freety He stated that E

o _-"people like Jegannathan and Jagubar Air and rnany honest officers, are nskrng their

-.'Ilves o create awareness Not everyone acts lilegally ‘He clarmed that 'even IAS and SR
- IPS officers of the SEIAA have drrectly adm!tted to them that they made a mistake. .

RS :He alieged they had dlrectly sald that. they took money to grant permlssron for the e

Ll _Maruthachalam and Jalsakthr quarnes and that he was saylng thrs wrth evrdence

He stated that the era of glvmg money to mznrsters and oﬁ"crals Is over and =

that they should act legalty He sald that they have made not ;ust mlstakes “but

: . _' : -'crrmes and they should not commrt them anymore He demanded that appropnate '
'-.:_-.__actron be taken on the comp!arnts filed agarnst those who have commrtted these e
B “crimes.. He said that as per Section 36- 1/1A of the Minor Mrneral Concessron Rules, =~
'3_1959 the’ Saraswathr quarry canrrot be granted perm:ssron because there ‘are - o

._ _approved houses approved house piots houses approved by the Department of _'
o Town and Country Plannrng, and houses shown m govemment documents wrthzn a' :‘ -
300 meter radrus ol L

He also stated that permrssron cannot be granted because there rs no 10-- .

g “;_ meter buffer from the road in Survey No 1284/‘1 rn the southwestern part Srmllar[y g
o he sard that permrssron cannot be granted because there rs only a 33- meter buffer -
.|nstead of the requrred 50 meters from the power Elne rn Survey Nos 1281 and 1282 '

o __.'on the western srde Addrtlonally,. he noted that perm;sslon cannot be granted .

‘because there are permanent govemment structures ilke brrdges in Survey Nos ¥
" -_ 1287 and 1288 rn the eastern part a!l wrthrn a 300 meter radrus Furthermore he .
" stated that permrssron cannot be granted because there are borewells in Survey No _
o '_ '_.'1287 a water purnprng statron and a WeEI burtt by the government at a cost of nearly' R

B "one orore rupees wrth a surroundmg wall |n the southeastern part

He pornted out that since the mrnrng ptan rtself states that they wrll use 6 _. |

o cubrc meter trucks the roads wril be’ damaged $0 permrssron cannot be granted He
B :addressed the peopte of Slvanmalal tetlmg them to- rmmedlately stop any vehicle
: ‘other than a tractor that carries a Ioad from the quarry. He told them to mform the .
_-_'__:'Tahsrldar Revenue Drvrslona[ Offrcer Vrllage Admrnrstratrve Offrcer Revenue L
- ’_Enspector polrce oﬁ" icers, or- Biock Development OfF cers and that the vehlcle would i
e be fned Iakhs of rupees - - : e o

_ He addressed the quarry owners teilrng them that therr 6-whee1ed'_ .. R
S 'vehlcles should no ionger use those roads. He warned that 1f they do it is rtlegai and -
: _-they should not be surprtsed when actlon zs taken He stated that thrs work would o
_'begrn 1mmedratety, and if they transport lllegatly, they will be fined over ‘one ‘lakh

S -_rupees He added that a case should aIso be fled under the F’ublrc F’roperty Damage




Act. He said that the practice of giving money to get away with three years of
violations should not be allowed, and that it is every citizen's duty to protect

government property.

He stated that Article 51-A of the Indian Constitution clearly tells citizens
not to just demand their rights but to alsc perform their duties. He said that whether
officials do their duty or not, the public can. He said that if an inspector catches a
vehicle, their only duty is to measure the weight and file a case under the Tamil Nadu
Public Property Damage and Prevention Act (TNPPDL). He urged the quarry and
crusher owners to conduct their business legally, and they would not be bothered.

But if they act illegally, everyone has the right to question them.

He also addressed the truck drivers, stating that the Supreme Court has
ruled that if their truck is caught, a case will be filed against both the driver and the
owner. He told them not to transport more than 10 tons. He noted that the
government has issued an order for all M-sand and crusher plants to install weighing

machines based on the understanding that 1 cubic meter is 2.75 tons.

He concluded by listing all the violations for which the quarry should not be
granted permission: the presence of permanent structures, power lines, houses, and
borewells within 300 meters; the lack of buffer from the road; the illegal leasing of the
quarry; and excessive excavation. He stated that given all these violations,

permission should not be granted.

He also addressed the officials of the State Environmental Impact
Assessment Authority, saying that the quarry owners' association has admitted to
giving bribes ranging from 15 to 50 lakh rupees for permits. He warned them that if
they grant permission, they will all go to jail. He mentioned that 500 crores of rupees
were seized from an officer named Pandian, and the head of the Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board, Venkatachalam, committed suicide. He urged them not to
allow the destruction of this area for their greed. He mentioned that the area has
already experienced four tremors. He said that they should not assume that they can
pay 50 lakhs to a minister and get officials to grant permission, and that they must act
legally. He recalled a protest on September 19 last year when they were invited to
the SEIAA office, where five intelligence officers were present, and they all admitted
that they had made a mistake. He warned that if they grant permission, legal action

will be taken against them.

He concluded by stating that the district administration or the Pollution
Control Board does not have the authority to grant a license to this quarry. He
mentioned that last month, the SEIAA, which had issued environmental clearance for
20 ONGC wells against the Tamil Nadu government's policy, is the authority.
However, even if they grant permission, the District Administration and the District

Environmental Engineer should not issue the Consent to Operate (CTO) because the
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.'::.' He cited a- ietter grven by a prewous Dlstrlct Envrronmental Engrneer Respected o

Tdocuments provrded are proven to be fraudulent since 2022 He requested that they o o
"ot rely on the certrf’ cates prov1ded by the Vlllage Admrnrstratrve Oﬁ" cer, Tahsrldar -

) :and Revenue Dlvrsronal Offi cer but rnstead conduct an rnvestrgatlon and take action.

'- '_: --'-'Selvakumar to Kuttapalayam and requested that a srmllar letter be grven

He concluded by saymg that they should act iegatly He recalled how they" S

o :brought 2000 peOple to Slvanmalal to stop a granrte quarry ‘and protect ‘the

mountain.. He stated that no matter who runs an: rilegal quarry, even tf they are run :

o _'_'over krtled by thugs or hrred goons they wrll speak the truth loudly and ‘work for o

rustrce He stated that the Saraswathl stone quarry rs completely illegal and that'.'_
permrssron should not be granted : ' e : -

o - Upon the conclusron of Mrs Saraswathrsstatement Mr Mugrlan rnterrupted and
o -'_provrded the foh’owrng addrtronal pomts | : e o
_ S He stated that lnd;vrduals from nearby farmlands were present He' s '
-_.:_referred to the Tamrl Nadu Pollutron Control Board S (TNPCB) 2020 publlcatron TNPCB ' '_
2020, on page 255, whrch rnd;cates that accordmg to a study by the central government DR
“the area and the entrre regron where the quarry rs to be establrshed are classrf ed as"
over-explorted" in terms of groundwater l—le noted that the quarry, whrch was' )
: '_prevrousty permrtted to excavate to a ‘depth of 17 meters is now seekmg permlssron for -
R '42 meters. He stated that the TNPCBs 2020 document based on a central government i : :
report shows that the groundwater rn the area is- already comp[etely depleted T )
. '__:_-_exceedrng 100% and rs on the verge of betng infi ltrated by seawater Therefore he :
.'argued that permlssron should not be granted for thrs quarry e ERE

He further stated that on page 181 of the TNPCBs document "The' S

'__'-Entrepreneur and’ You "t is mentroned that if a quarry owner conceals true data or - o
- provides false’ or erroneous data reports conclusrons or recommendatrons the ‘entire

E project may be rejected He noted that it also states y am welt aware that any approval
already granted to a quarry based on false data will be canceled at our own expense "
- He stated that this is not just a document submltted to the Pollutron Control Board but is S

o 'also therr sworn affrdavat prowded to the State Envrronmenta] lmpact Assessment S

l—le argued that even ;f permrssron had already been obtamed based on _ |

E fa]se rnformatron it should be canceled accordmg to the sworn' statement He ‘stated S
B that all the detarls provzded for thrs quarry—regardrng houses power lines, authorized
-houses borewells and the road--—-are not based on legal requrrements He presented _
__evrdence that whrle they stated the wrdth was 97 meters they had excavated 140

: meters. He concluded that appropnate action should be taken agamst the Saraswathr
E stone quarry and permrssron should not be grahted ' '




8. Tmt. Saraswathy, Tiruppur

Mrs. Saraswathi from Tiruppur stated that the land to the south of the
stone quarry belongs to her, but she was never informed about the quarry. She argued
that the proper procedure for assessing a quarry's advantages and disadvantages is to
gather feedback from neighboring residents, not from the quarry owner's relatives and

friends.

She claimed that the quarry's waste material has been dumped ten feet
high on her property, encroaching on her land. She also said that her borewell, which
she uses for farming, has been negatively affected. She noted that the surrounding
environment is no longer suitable for raising livestock and that the roads around the

quarry are unsafe.

She stated that the quarry owners had circulated a copied notice and
collected signatures from everyone, which she believes is an unjust process. She
explained that all residents within a certain radius should have been asked whether they
viewed the quarry as beneficial or harmful and should have been invited to the public
hearing. Instead, she said, the owners informed only those favorable to them and
bbtained written and verbal consent from them. She questioned the fairness of this
procedure, noting that one can easily see how unsafe the quarry is just by looking at the

amount of gravel that has fallen onto nearby land.

She reiterated that she and other neighboring landowners were never
informed. She stated that she does not want the stone quarry to be established and
does not consider the current meeting to be a proper public hearing. She concluded by
asking the officials to inspect the petitions in people's hands, stating that they are all

copies with signatures that are biased in favor of the quarry owners.

CONCLUSION:
Finally, the District Environmental Engineer from the Tamil Nadu

Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur North, extended his gratitude on behalf of both the
District Administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board to all the individuals
who participated in the public hearing, registered their opinions, and submitted petitions.

and the public hearing meeting was thereby declared concluded.

A total of 13 petitions were received from the public during the hearing
concerning the proposed quarrying of M/s. M. Saraswathi Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry, over an extend of 2.13.00 hectares in SF Nos. 1284/2 Part & 1284/4 in
Sivanmalai village, Kangeyam Taluk, Tiruppur District, which are enclosed herewith vide

Annexure -l
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Additionally, the list of participants of the aforementioned public hearing
meeting, along with a video CD recording of the proceedings, and a pendrive containing

the video, audio, and photographs, are also enclosed herewith vide Annexure -IV.

1

Vg Revwﬂ’ﬁm Officer

District Environmental Engineer, Dharapuram.
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North.

Enclosures:

1. Attendance register of those who participated in the public hearing meeting.
2. Copy of the power point presentation.

3. Petitions received from public — 13 Nos

4

. The Video CDs recording of the proceedings during the public hearing.
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