MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR QUARRYING PROPOSAL
OVER AN EXTENT OF 4.61.50 HA -M/s.P.K.SANKAR RAJ ROUGH STONE AND

GRAVEL QUARRY, S.F.NO. 244/l OF PAVALI VILLAGE. VIRUDHUNAGAR
TALUK, VIRUDHUNAGAR DISTRICT ON_17.06.2025, 11.00 A.M AT MJs.SRI
RENUGADEVI THIRUMANA MANDAPAM. DOOR _NO.1/161, MANGAMMAL
SALALSENGUNDRAPURAM __ PANCHAYAT, _ VIRUDHUNAGAR __ TALUK,
VIRUDHUNAGAR DISTRICT. |

Present:
Thiruvalargal:
1 M.Sivakumar :  Revenue Divisional Officer
Sattur,
Virudhunagar District.
2 Er. J. Hamoneth Joesun : District Environmental Engineer,
: Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar District.
3 Er. K. Keerthy :  Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar District.
As per Attendance Register : Public, Project proponent 74 Nos

(List enclosed)

The public hearing was held on 17.06.2025 at 11.00AM at M/s.Sri Renugadevi
Thirumana Mandapam, Door No.1/161, Mangammal Salai, Sengundrapuram Panchayat, '
Virudhunagar Taluk, Virudhunagar District under EIA Notifications, 2006 for the Quarry
proposal over an extent of 4.61.50Ha - M/s.P.K.Sankar Raj Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry,
S.F.No. 244/1 of Pavali Village, Virudhunagar Taluk, Virudhunagar District. The District °
Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Virudhunagar welcomed
the Revenue Divisional Officer, Sattur, other government officials, all géneral public and
project proponents who have attended the public hearing. He informed that the public
notices informing the conduct of Public Hearing was published in “Dinakaran” and “The
New Indian Express” on 07.05.2025.He also informed that wide publicity was given about
the conduct of public hearing by circulating pamphlets in the nearby villages of the project

site. Further, he stated that the arrangements for the public hearing had been done as per



the guidelines issued ~under EIA Notification, 2006. Subsequently, the District
Environmental Engineer stated that the project proponent will make a detailed presentation
on the proposed project and requested the public to express their views after completion of
the presentation. He added that the written statements would also be received.

_Further he stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the public will be
recorded through videograpﬁy and the same will be sent to the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority, Tamilnadu.

The Revenue Divisional Officer, Sattur initiated the Public Hearing process.
Subsequently, the District Environmental Engineer requested the project proponent to -
explain about their proposed project.

Then, the Environmental consultant of the project has made detailed presentation on the
project of M/s.P.K.Sankar Raj Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry to the public along with
Environmental Management Plan.

Further, the public has furnished their views with respect to the project as follows —

1. Mr. Munusamy, Chokkalingapuram

He stated that he had submitted a petition on behalf of the villagers. He mentioned that
the petition was handed over to the Revenue Divisional Officer and requested that the matter be
thoroughly considered before granting any approval.

2. Mr. Veluchamy, Seeniyapuram

He stated that the noise from blasting activities at the nearby quarries in Seeniyapuram is -
highly disturbing, particularly affecting the sleep of chil&ren in the village. He further
mentioned that the existing quarries are already causing significant adverse impacts. Therefore,
he expressed his strong objection to the establishment of the proposed quarry.

3. Mr. Ramar, Pavali

He stated that Mr. Sankarraj, who operates the stone quarry, has been providing benefits

to all the villagers and schools, and has also been assisting in the construction of roads. He
supplies materials such as stones and aggregates at a lower cost for new house construction.
Therefore, he expressed his support for the quarry.

4. Mr. Aadhavan Vadivel, Pavali

He stated that the villagers have no objection for granting permission for the proposed
new quarry, provided that all rules anFi regulations are strictly adhered to. He noted that in the
previous year, quarrying permissions were granted for survéy numbers 101, 954, 83/5, and
33/5. Due to operations in these areas, natural drainage channels and paths leading to streams

have been blocked, which has significantly affected the flow of water. As a result, water is not



reaching the canals as expected, particularly impacting the irrigation systems in Pavali village.
He further pointed out that embankments formed by filling soil into pits along the quarry roads
have also disrupted natural watercourses. He emphasized the need to restore these blocked '
streams and canals to their original state. He requested that authorities ensure proper
monitoring of existing quarries to verify their compliance with the prescribed regulations. He
also expressed concern over quarry trucks speeding near the Chatrapatti curve, leading to
frequent accidents involving two-wheelers. In addition, dust from uncovered sand in these
trucks is affecting public health. He therefore insisted that all sand loads must be properly
covered with tarpaulin sheets during transport. In conclusion, he reiterated that the villagers are
not opposed to the establishment of a new quarry, as long as it operates within the bounds of all
applicable regulations.

5. Mr. Azhagarsamy, Seeniyapuram

He noted that the process document only includes Pavali and Chokkalingapuram but
excludes Seeniyapuram, which is more affected. He said that farming and grazing have become -
difficult, and crops like cotton and maize are damaged due to dust. He also mentioned that
blasting disturbs sleep and damages houses.

6. Mr. Murugan, Kumaralingapuram

He stated that the establishment of the quarry does not cause any inconvenience to the
public. He noted that the quarry owner regularly contributes to temple festivals and public
events’in Pavali village and assists underprivileged families in building houses. Materials such
as gravel and soil for construction-and school infrastructure are being provided free of cost. He
mentioned that the quarry is located at a considerable distance from the village and does not
impact the residents. Operations are being carried out with proper government approval. He
emphasized thaf having a nearby quarry is highly beneficial, as it reduces the difficulty of
sourcing materials from distant locations. Trees have been planted around the site to minimize -
dust pollution. He expressed full support for the quarry, describing it as a 100% beneficial and
appropriate project, and requested that permission be granted for its continued operation.

7. Mr. Maniraj, Sengundrapuram

He raised concerns about whether the quarry operations are strictly adhering to
regulations. He stated that many quarry vehicle drivers often operate vehicles while speaking
on mobile phones, leading to accidents. The one-way road leading from Pavali to Virudhunagar
is not suitable for heavy vehicles, yet a large number of vehicles use the route, leads to frequent
road démage and excessive noise. This causes distress to children, the elderly, and new drivers.

He emphasized that rules must be strictly followed, and violations should be dealt with



appropriately.

8. Mr. Venkataraman, Sundaralingapuram

He stated that when he was serving as the Panchayat President, even during the rainy
seasons when the village roads were damaged and the people were facing financial difficulties,
the quarry owner helped by providing gravel for the village. He also donated books to schools.
Therefore, he stated that the quarry operations should be carried out in accordance with the
rules and regulations. '

9. Mr. Mareeswaran, Chokkaligapuram

Mr. Mareeswaran stated that due to the presence of the quafry and continuous blasting,
infants in cradles cry and are unable to sleep throughout the night. The houses tremble due to .
the blasting sounds. Blasting has been ongoing for the pas't six months, causing significant
distufbance. Therefore, he expressed that the quarry is causing great hardship, especially to the
residents living within half a kilometer from it.

10. Mrs. Koppammal, Seeniyapuram

She stated that due to the blasting, houses are shaking and people are unable to sleep
throughout the night. It has become difficult to stay within the village because of the
continuous blasting. Therefore, she requested that the issue be thoroughly considered before

ranting permission for the quarry.
5

11. Mr. Palanichamy, Seeniyvapuram

He statéd that the quarry is located near their village and that the noise from blasting
affects goats and cattle. Therefore, he expressed that there is no need for the quarry and .
requested that the matter be carefully reviewed before granting permission.

12. Mr. Chandran, Chokkaligapuram

He stated that the quarry is located near their village and requested that permission for
the quarry be granted in other survey numbers, not in the vicinity of their village.

13. Mr. Palpandi, Seenivapuram

He stated that the quarry is located less than 1.4 kilometers from their village and
expressed concern that Seehiyapuram was not included in the technical presentation. Therefore,
he opposed the establishment of the quarry.

14. Mr. Mariselvam, Seenivapuram

He stated that there are already several quarries operating in this area and soil has been
excavated for many years. As a result, water flow in the streams has been obstructed. He
emphasized that the existing quarries should be inspected first before granting permission for

any new quarry.



15. Mr. Kuttipandi, Seenivapuram

He stated that due to blasting near the quarry, there is excessive noise and significant
disturbances. Hence, he requested that the matter be thoroughly reviewed.

16. Mr. Kumaresan, Sundaralingapuram

He stated that the stone quarry has been beneficial and added that Mr. Sankarraj has been
providing financial assistance for children's educational expenses.

17. Mr. Sundaramurthy, Seenivapuram

He said the damage caused by existing quarries is unbearable and requested that new
quarry permission not be granted, warning that protests would follow otherwise.

18. Mr. Varadharaj, Seenivapuram

He stated that due to the negative impacts, the quarry should not be permitted. He said
that protests would definitely continue if permission is granted.

After that, since no one came forward to give view on the project, the Revenue
Divis:ional Officer, Sattur invited the public to offer their further more views if any. Even
after that, no one came forward to give any opinion. Finally, the District Environmental
Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Virudhunagar has narrated the proceedings of
the public hearing conducted and informed that the Minutes of the Meeting along with
Compact Disc consisting the entire videographed Public Hearing will be forwarded to the
SEIAA for further actions. He also thanked all and requested to furnish their views if any in

written of petitions.

Total number of written petitions received - 07
In Favour of the proposed quarry - 05
Against the proposed quarry - 02

With this, the meeting came to the end.

N

DistrictfEnvironmental Engineer, ivisional Ofﬁcer
Tamilnagu Pollution Control Board, Sattur,
Virudhunagar Virudhunagar District,

Enclosures:

1. Copy of Attendance Register (Total 8- pages, 74 persons)
2. Videograph of public hearing meeting (CD format)
3. Copy of Public Notices (Both Tamil & English).
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