Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting held on 26.06.2025 at 11.00 AM in
A.A.R Marriage Hall, Pudugai — Viralimalai Road, Kaaladipatti, lluppur Taluk,
Pudukkottai District to establish M/s. P. Sabapathi Rough Stone & Gravel
Quarry with an extent of 1.18.5 Ha at S.F.Nos. 153/2, 3, 4A, 4B, 4C & 5 of
Veerapatti Village, lluppur Taluk, Pudukkottai District.

Name of the Project:

M/s. P. Sabapathi Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry with an extent of 1.18.5 Ha
at S.F.Nos. 153/2, 3, 4A, 4B, 4C & 5 of Veerapatti Village, luppur Taluk,
Pudukkottai District.

List of Officials participated in the meeting:

1. Thiru. A. Akbar Ali,
Revenue Divisional Officer,

llluppur.

2. Thiru: K. Selvakumar,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District.

3. Thiru. K. Kamaraju,
Tahsildar,
lluppur.

4. Thiru. P.Saravanakumar,
Zonal Deputy Tahsildar,
lluppur.

5. Thiru. K. Chandrasekaran,
Inspector,
Annavasal Police Station,
Pudukkottai.



6. Thiru. M. Venkada Subramanian,
Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District.

List of Participants related to the project:

1. Thiru. Gobinath,
Senior Environmental Engineer,
Eco Tech Labs Private Limited,

Chennai

In the public hearing, 82 persons were participated, including Government Officers,

Project proponents and the general public. (Enclosed video Annexure-A).

Welcome note given District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu, Pollution Control Board,
Pudukkottai District has welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, llluppur who
presided over the function. He welcomed the Tahsildar, lluppur, other revenue
officials and other Government officials. He also welcomed the Proprietor of M/s. P.
Sabapathi Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry, Project Proponent, Press, NGOs and

general public who were attended the Public Hearing meeting.

He also informed that as per Ministry of Environment & Forest, New Delhi
vide EIA Notification dated 14.09.2006, certain type of projects, public opinion has
to be obtained before the issue of Environment Clearance. He added that the
public notice informing the conducting of public hearing was published in The
Dinamalar & The New Indian Express on 13.05.2025. This public hearing was
conducted for M/s. P. Sabapathi Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry with an extent of
1.18.5 Ha at S.F.Nos. 153/2, 3, 4A, 4B, 4C & 5 of Veerapatti Viliage, [luppur Taluk,
Pudukkottai District to obtain the views of public.

He also informed that the views of public would be recorded and it would
be forwarded to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority, Chennai
after getting approval from the District Collector, Pudukkottai.



District Environmental Engineer informed that M/s. P. Sabapathi Rough
Stone & Gravel Quarry project proponent would explain about the project after that

the public could give their opinion either verbally or in writing about the project.

Revenue Divisional Officer, llluppur:

He welcomed the gathering and informed that the Project Proponent would
explain about their proposed project outlay and Environmental Impact Assessment

study carried out through Power Point Presentation.

Power Point Presentation by the Project Proponent:

Thiru. Gobinath, Senior Environmental Engineer, Eco Tech Labs Private
Limited, Chennai of M/s. P. Sabapathi Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry has explained
about the details of the project outlay, Environmental Impact Assessment report and
Environmental Management Plan through Power Point Presentation. (Copy of the |

detail is enclosed in Annexure -B).

District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer requested the public to register their
views on this project either verbally or in writing by giving their name and village

details.

Followed by this, Public Hearing process started.

1. Thiru. A. Nagarajan, Sithannavasal

He introduced himself as A. Nagarajan from Sithanavasal. He stated that he is
a labour in a quarry. He greeted the Revenue Divisional Official. In Pudukkottai
district, lluppur Taluk, Veerapatti Village, Sabapathy has already operating a quarry
for five years. Ten to Twenty people from each surrounding villages were working in
his quarry. He says that he has given employment for 100 people. He added that he
was an owner who gives job to other people. Now for the past one year, he got credit
outside to establish the quarry and he can't repay the interest and also monthly
installments for vehicles. He also added that his owner given amount to meet out
their travel expenses and daily requirement. Also, the employees who worked for his
owner and now working at different places. The workers got loan amount of Rs. 3 to

Rs. 4 lakh rupees from self-help groups. Now, they are facing financial struggles to



pay their children's educational fees. He requested that the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board to grant permission to Sabapathiy Rough Stone Quarry only, the
livelihood of the labours will be saved. Many people who works as stone brokers,
load labourers were depend on the stone quarry. He stated that many small quarries
were located nearby, but only 50 to 100 people can work there and there is no
possible to work large number of workers. But, there was a place in sithanavasal
where thousand people can work. But, there was a delay in the process and workers
from there to do work in this area. He concluded that there is no industry here, no
river here. Only quarry is available. He requested and instead of the workers that the
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board should give permission to establish stone quarry.

He registered his support opinion for the project.

2. Thiru. Ponnusamy, Punginipatti

He introduced himself as Ponnusamy, Ex-Village Panchayat President and he
is from Punginippatti. He thanked Revenue Divisional Officer, Tahsildar, Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board Officials and public for attending the public hearing meeting.
He informed that the quarry helps the people for their livelihood and added this area
is very under developed area and people are depends on the quarry for their
livelihood. He further told that the welfare of the people who works in quarry should
be duly considered. Previously in this area lots of people were working in artificial
diamond polishing and it present it was closed. Now, the pebple depend on the stone
quarry only. He said that there is enough this stone quarry to increase the livelihood
of the daily workers of this area. He requested to grant permission to operate the
stone quarry for without any restriction for considering the livelihood of the people.

He thanked for the opportunity and he registered his support opinion for the project.

3. Thiru. Sundaraj, Mettutheru, Annavasal

He introduced himself as Sundaraj from Mettutheru, Annavasal. He stated
that he was working in this stone quarry owner for the past twenty years. The quarry
was stopped and he was facing livelihood challenges. He added that even for buying
medicines, he was getting money from his owner as credit. They need money for
their livelihood. If our stone quarry owner stops his business, they wouldn’t give
money to them. He requested to consider the livelihood of the workers working in the

quarry to grant permission to the stone quarry. He registered his support opinion for



the project.

4. Tmt. Seethai, Annavasal

She introduced herself as Seethai from Annavasal. She informed that she
was working in the quarry for the past 10 to 20 years. She was facing difficulties
since there is no stone quarry. She requested that permission to be granted to the

stone quarry. She registered her support opinion for the project.

5. Thiru. Marimuthu, Cauvery nagar

He introduced himself as Marimuthu from Cauvery nagar, Annavasal. He
stated that as per the Annavasal & llluppur geo site area expect agriculture and
quarry, there is no Government and private industry located in and around nearby 20
Km radius for giving permanent jobs to the people. People doing agricultural
activities in rainy season. After rainy season, people will come to work in the quarry.
He added that naturally, many people and food chain depends on the quarry. Many
lorry drivers and workers in the_ surrounding area are depends on the quarfy. He
further said that for the past three years, they were not getting enough seasonal rain
from the monsoon and agriculture activity was reduced. The livelihood of the people
and workers in that areas were depends on the stone quarry. Also, the ground water
was declining at an alarming rate is an sad state affair. He concluded by saying that
considering the livelihood of the people and employment of the workers the Revenue
department and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board officials should grant

permission to the stone quarry. He registered his support opinion for the project.

6. Thiru. Arockiyasamy, lluppur _
He introduced himself as Arokiyasamy from lluppur. He said that a clear good

opinion saying by the person who spoke him before and that's what | recommended.
He added that many thousands of workers in Annavasal, lluppur area were worked
in the artificial diamond business and at present, the business was completely
vanished. Then their livelihood of the worker depends on the industries at Virélimalai
area. He further stated that in the Annavasal, Narthamalai and Veerappatti area
there is no other option than working in quarry for uneducated men. Almost
thousands of people depends on the quarry for their livelihood daily. He also said
that he was buying the stones here and selling it to the neighbonring districts. Many

elder people who own logistical vehicles depends on the mere profit rupees ten per



stone from their business. If the families of people working in the quarry has to do
well, then the officials should recommend the government to grant permission to who
ever asks permission to establish quarry and give a chance to increase the livelihood
of the workers in the area. He thanked the officials and he registered his support

opinion for the project.

7. Thiru. Manikandan, Kamarajapuram, Pudukkottai

He introduced himself as Manikandan from Kamarajapuram, Pudukkottai. He
stated that he was saying his opinion about the proposed Sabapathy Rough Stone
and Gravel Quarry in Veerappatti Village, S.F. No. 153/2,3,4A,4B,4C & 5 with an
area of 1.18.5 hectares. In the EIA report it was mentioned about the approved
habitations and permanent structures. He said that as per Tamil Nadu Minor
Minerals Concession Rules 1959 section 36(1) it was clearly mentioned that no
quarrying activity shall be allowed within 300m distance from the approved
habitations as per Revenue records and approved plots by Panchayat and DTCP,
Village natham, Permanent structures like temples, Govt Thoguppu houses,
Pasumai veedugal and approved houses built through bank loan. But in Veerappatti
village, there is a habitation named Therkukalam located at a distance of 211m from
the outer boundary of the quarry and there are many houses and buildings are
located. But in the EIA report it is mentioned as 300m and it is wrong. The rules
clearly mentioned that it should be measured from the outer boundary site of the
quarry. The EIA consultant prepafing the report has measured from the center of the
site instead of the outer boundary, falsely claiming compliance with the 330 m
distance. This is a violation, as the correct measurement from the outer boundary is
only 211 meters. We must act an rule what it says and to do the work. But does not
follow the rule. Since, many houses and structures exist within 300 m distance, as
shown in the revenue records of village map and computerized survey records and
this violates the rule. He stated that the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
report, on page 337, includes a certificate from the Village Administrative Officer
(VAQ) stating that no residential plots or temples exist within the specified distance. |
request the respected officials present here to investigate how this certificate was
issued. Additionally, the revehue records falsely claims that any houses within the
area are damaged or uninhabited and hiding the fact. But, not like that. As per Tamil

Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959 and UDR revenue records even if a



house is damaged, it is still considered as a residential structure and it will be rebuilt
at any period and the rule applies. The rule clearly specified that the quarry should
not legally established within 300 meters of village natham, residential plots, or
houses. But the houses are located in village natham. Hence, the stone quarry
cannot be legally operated and permission should not be granted. Further he stated
that government land should be left 10-meter gap and Government poramboke,
private patta land should be left 7.5-meter gap from the quarry as per the Tamil Nadu
Minor Mineral Concession Rules 1959 Rules said. He added that in Veerapatti
Village, S.F.No 153/2, 3, 4A, 4B, 4C & 5, survey number 155, a government
poramboke rock is located western side of the proposed quarry site. A letter dated
14.02.2023 (Ref. No. 694/2022/Mines) from the Assistant Director of Mines to that
quarry owner clearly states that a 10-meter safety distance must be maintained, but
the project report's map shows that there is no such distance. This violates the
Government and Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules 1959 and the
instructions in the Assistant Director, Department of Geology and Mines letter, which
have been disregarded. Hence, a permission should not be granted to the quarry.
Further he stated that similarly, for private patta lands surrounding survey numbers
153/2, 3, 4A, 4B, 4C, and 5, a 7.5-meter safety distance must be maintained, as
stated in the same letter. However, the project map shows that no such distance is
maintained which is violating the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules 1959
Rules. And also bring to your attention that these violations have not been rectified
despite the Assistant Director’s instructions. Moreover, as per Government Order
No. 26, Section 15, issued by the Chennai Commissioner of Land Administration,
streams, and pathways on private patta land are considered government property.
The pathway on private land taken as government land as per rules. Thus, the failure
to maintain the required distance from government poramboke and patta lands as
shown in the map makes this quarry ineligible for legal permission and should not be
granted permission to the stone quarry. He added that additionally, within a 300 m
radius distance of the quarry, there are several permanent temporary houses, which,
even if unapproved, cannot be within this distance from a blasting quarry, as per
various government rules. Granting permission illegally could lead to incidents like
the explosion in Aaviyur village, Virudhunagar district, on May 1, 2024, causing loss
of life and environmental damage to all creatures. Hence, government has fixed

norms to the quarry. But, Google Maps clearly shows houses and a village within



300 m distance which is against the rule. In the North Western side a house is
located at a distance of 21 m shown in the google map. Hence, permission should
not be granted to this stone quarry. The Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession
Rules,1959 also mandate a 500-meter distance should be left from overhead water
tanks, government bore wells, water supply systems, or pumping stations. The
village of Therkukulam, located 211 meters on North western side, and Koppampatti,
400 meters southern side which is noted on page 294 of the EIA report. These two
villages, fall within this radius, along with overhead water tank pond, pumping station
and bore well located in the village. He pointed out the project report omits these
details, which is a significant violation. As the public hearing meeting shall be
conducted with 45 required documents. But, the EIA report was submitted with only
15 documents mandated by the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority.
The remaining documents not enclosed. We found the faulit within the submitted
documents. The baseline monitoring period, conducted from July 1, 2023, to
September 30, 2023, was done seven months before the TOR approval letter dated
February 7, 2024. The SEIAA has given letter to the quarry vide. Lr.
No.SEIAA/TN/F/9990/SCSC/1A/TOR/1611/ 2024 to conduct base line study of Land,
Air, Water, Bio diversity and social economic development. This raises suspicions
about the validity of the data, as such studies cannot be conducted prior to approval.
It cannot have been done like that; if it had been done like that, it is a mistake. He
added that Pond, Lake, Enthel, Kanmmai and Oorani all these are places where
water stagnates; if there are such places, a 500-meter distance must be left, as per
various laws and court orders, all of which are many. But for the field where the
stone quarry is to be established, to the southern side, in the area, Sokkan Kulam is
at 120 meters, and the small pond in field number 172 exists; if both are considered
water bodies, they come within 500 meters. In this village map, in the computer field
map, it is clearly shown in their detailed EIA project report also, they have said so.
Thus, from water bodies like ponds, for the field where the stone quarry is to be
established, legally, a 500-meter distance must be left, but it being not so is a
violation. For the field where the stone quarry is to be established in the
S.F.No0.153/3, in the western, southern, and eastern sides, based on latitude and
longitude, outside the boundary stones planted, in S.F.N0.153/7A1B1, minerals have
already been excessively mined out only now they have asked for permission when

already mined, they have mined out more than the permitted quantity. This is clearly



shown in the Tamil summary report of the Environmental Impact Assessment, in the
project site and in satellite photographs. Therefore, since before starting quarry work,
in larger areas, mineral resources have been illegally cut and taken, for this quarry,
legally, permission cannot be given, should not be given. Further he stated that due
to illegal stone quarries, environmental, biodiversity, socio-economic impacts, by this
quarry, ground vibration, landslide, extreme heat, water around the quarry becoming
contaminated, due to reasons like blasting all these exist. Due to pollution Type 2
Diabetes, lung diseases like asthma, wheezing, cancer, various impacts happen to
everyone by the stone quarry. People’s peaceful life is affected, social unrest occurs,
as shown in studies conducted in various places. He said that in village roads,
legally, vehicles carrying more than 10 tons weight, due to heavy vehicles going,
roads that should stand 8 years get damaged in 3 years. In this area, many village
roads have become dilapidated and damaged. In the stone quarry, without using
permitted Nanal explosives and mutkul method without safely blasting for people,
they are illegally using explosives. If blasting is done, in many houses, vibration
occurs, cracks occur, splits occur; due to explosive stones flying from the quarry,
falling on houses, tiles break, agriculture is affected, agricultural land is affected,
livestock is affected and life is affected, all these occur. Therefore, without using
permitted nanal explosives and mutkul method without safely blasting and doing in a
forceful manner, they, without safely blasting, illegally using explosive materials, their
movement is a very great threat to the society and the law. Therefore, this must be
monitored and corrected. He added that for the quarries around this quarry, as per
Government Rules, 200 native trees per acre should be planted, but where
permission was obtained quarries, no tree planting has been done. Every time you
sign a contract, you say all this, but as said, trees are not planted. Thus, thousands
of native trees should have been planted by now, but not even one tree has been
planted and green buffer not being established, which can be clearly seen in their
environmental impact assessment report, in the mining project. Further he said that,
therefore, when they ask for permission, they say one thing, but when it happens in
practice, something else happens and this can be clearly seen. Therefore, existing
violations must be monitored, and a letter must be sent demanding correction, after
correcting them, as the next step, a new report like this must be obtained. Without
any violations, if the report is obtained and it complies with the rules, then only

permission should be granted or otherwise, the current system is entirely against the



rules and permission should not be granted, he informed. As an alternative for sand
the artificial stone sand, M-sand, all this, without this, from 2017 to 2022, various
government orders have been issued by the Tamil Nadu government, but they have
not been implemented. He stated that what is it, today, for one month, needed 21
loads of sand, 15 lakh metric tons, from foreign countries, natural river sand, from
Southeast Asian countries, natural river sand can be imported and brought here and
if brought, the problems here will be solved; the natural pollution here will not
happen. Further he informed that they giving various wrong statistics, giving
fraudulent documents, hiding many things, for this stone quarry and he requested
permission should not be given to the stone quarry we request furthermore, these
stone quarry owners have now filed a case in the Honorable High Court for Thiru. S.
Ramachandran from our Pudukkottai district has threatening and asks money from
all of them. If the money has to be paid to the government is 100 rupees but, they
have to pay them 1,000 rupees, 10 times they have to pay, pointing this out, with
documents, a case has been filed before the Hon'ble High Court, and the case is
under trail. He stated that, a huge loss is happening to the government. Because of
such quarrying activities, mountains existing for thousands of lakhs of years are
broken and mined out in a very short span of five years, ten years, causing a huge
loss to the government. He added that three years ago, this same S. Ramachandran
was arrested in Chennai, and when investigated, the revenue coming to the
 government was only 12,000 crore rupees through this. But he said, in his statement,
the revenue income is 98,000 crore rupees. Many times more than the revenue that
should come to the government, this Pudukkottai’s S. Ramachandran and his family
members, were deceiving people, saying they are giving some job opportunities to
people, like throwing a bone piece to a small dog, deceiving, enabling private
individuals to loot massively, these quarries exist for that convenience. Therefore, all
this must be fully monitored and conducted only within proper legal rules. He
informed that full revenue must come only to the government and private looting
should not be allowed. The people in this area are in great distress and 75 years
have passed since this country gained independence, and even after this, the
situation where these people have to suffer distress is painful continuously. The
Dravidian parties from those continuously win in power here and to them also. He
appealed that to give good job opportunity and to establish an industry that does not

cause environmental damage or environmental pollution for these people. He
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registered his opposite opinion against the project.

District Environmental Engineer

After that no one has expressed their opinions about the project. Then, the
District Environmental Engineer addressed the public, that this public hearing
meeting was being held specifically to register their opinions. Therefore, the District
Environmental Engineer requested the public to register their views. Even after this,
no one came forward to express their opinions. Then he said that the public hearing

meeting was closed as no one from the public came forwarded to say their opinion.

Vote of Thanks:

The District Environmental Engineer has informed that the public could
submit their comments in writing at the office of the District Collector or the Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board, Pudukkottai office. The District Environmental
Engineer thanked the Revenue Divisional Officer, llluppur for presiding over the
Public hearing meeting and the other Government Officials for attending the
meeting and also he thanked the Proprietors of the stone quarries, Workers,
Project Proponent, NGOs, Press reporters, Police officials, social activists and

general public who were participated in the Public Hearing Meeting.
The meeting came to an end

Encl.:

1. Attendance sheet of the participants(A)

2. Project Proponent's power point presentation(B)

3. Video(CD) of the Public Hearing (C)

4. Draft of Environmental Impact Assessment Report and Executive Summary in
Tamil and English (D)

5. Written Petition (E) - 04 Nos.

oA g bl>s )
District Environmental Engineer, Revenue DivisionakOfficer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, luppur.

Pudukkottai.
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