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Limited intends to carry out operations in Kottathur and Naduvalur villages across the
following field numbers: 137/7, 348/1A, 1B, 1C1, 1C2, 1C3, 2B1, 3A, 4, 5, 6B, 7A, 8,
9, 11, 12, 13, and 390, covering 22.27.5 hectares. The combined total area for garnet
ore sand mining is 29.12.5 hectares.

On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and the Tiruchirappalli
District Administration, | extend a warm welcome to the Honourable Sub Collector and
Revenue Divisional Officer of Musiri, esteemed government officials, local residents,
volunteers, police personnel, journalists, and members of the media attending today’s
public consultation meeting regarding the proposed mining project.

As per the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification No. S.0O. 15633
dated 14.09.2006 issued by the Ministry of Environment and Forests, this project falls
under Schedule 1A and is categorized as Category B1. Therefore, a public
consultation meeting is a mandatory part of the environmental clearance process. The
two proposed projects will operate as a single mining complex over an area of 29.12.5
hectares. This meeting is convened to gather public input as part of the procedure to
obtain environmental clearance from the State Environmental Impact Assessment
Authority (SEIAA).

A public notice regarding this meeting was published 30 days in advance in The
New Indian Express (English) on 17.07.2025 and in Dinakaran (Tamil). Additionally,
the residents of Kottathur and Naduvalur villages were informed via pamphlets and
loudspeaker announcements. The project consultant will now present a detailed
explanation of the proposed projects. Following the presentation, members of the
public may express their views by stating their name, village, and address. All public
feedback will be audio and video recorded and forwarded to the SEIAA for review. |
now invite the environmental consultant to begin the presentation. | also respectfully
request the Honourable Sub-Collector and Revenue Divisional Officer to preside over
the proceedings.

Sub-Collector, Musiri Revenue Division:

Hello everyone. Please feel free to speak. If anyone is comfortable speaking in
English, you may do so as well. As you all know, the purpose of this public hearing is
to gather your opinions regarding the proposed project. If anyone has any objections,
concerns, or suggestions, you are encouraged to express them freely. Everything you

say will be officially recorded and sent to the appropriate government authorities for
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-consideration. So, please do not be afraid or hesitant this is your opportunity to share -
_ 'your honest v:ews Every opimon matters and wntl be property documented - |

. Env;ronmental Consultant Geo Exnioratlon & Mmmq Soluttons _ _

: | The pro;eot s Enwronmentat Consultant also explalned through a PowerPomt

_ ' '.presentatuon both the detalls of thzs prOJect as wett as the Envrronmentat '

':'ManagementPian PR ' '

.3_'_"'."_D|str|ct Env;ronmentat Engmeer, Perambaiur R ; _ _
The publfc |s requested to prov;de thelr name town and address and regzster

_thelr oplnlons R R

.':._}':'_'_1 Mr Ramaswam Lai ud

The envuronment is a s;gntfcant lmportance to me and I am keen to dlscuss |ts _:. RERSIE.

o ;mpact in reiatson to urban deve!opment | wﬁt examme the detaJIs of the proposed:_:._'-" '

' ."-.':"pI'OJeCI WhtCh ES expected to provrde substantlat beneﬁts to the Iocat poputatson__"

- _':.;Accordlng to the project consuttant this sn:ttatsve wnll create employment opportun;tles___?_ N Z:}'_
" - for- apprommateiy 300 to 400 mdtviduats thereby generatlng Iivehhood for- rnany_

:_"tamilies in the c;ty tn the present chatienglng econormc ollrnate st is noteworthy that_::f_ s

a company has come forward votuntanly to assure the comrnunjty for dtrect_'f-"
| '-_'emptoyment opportunrtres [ e | RIS

The estabﬂshmentof thls pro;ect;s expected to brmg benef ts suoh as nnproved_ . RS Rt
: road fnfrastructure enhanced hospatat facslltles and devetopment of educatlonat_.

i '_"'mstituttons in the surround;ng vnilages Add:ttonally, the government wrtt gatn revenue ARSI

from th:s project The comrnencement of mlnlng operatlons Wlll bnng a sense of pnde-:

arnong the goca| resmtents and sunultaneously enhance the househotd ;noomes The .

- 'pt‘OjeCt oonsultant has further empha31zed that fammes w;tt expenenoe an tmproved."'j : |
ﬁstandard of vamg,.as the pro;ect watl not involve biastmg operatlons thereby SR

' '.ellmrnatang the l'fSk of envu‘onmentat damage typically assocuated with exptoszons _
. An 3mportant aspect of the pro;ect is the pos:tlve contnbutlon to water resource' 3_. -
5 management The dredglng of lakes will strengthen water sources and oontrlbute ralse
. in the water levels in the river. After the mineral extraction, the excavated son will be - '_
¥ replenished into the lake, while non-native vegetation will be removed To remforce -
sustalnabltlty, approximately 10,000 native trees such as iluppai will be planted. The__se_ -
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measures will ensure the long-term availability of water resources and simultaneously
create additional employment opportunities.

In view of these benefits, the establishment of the mine will be advantageous
to the residents of the villages and surrounding areas. Therefore, it is recommended
that the people should welcome this project, recognizing its potential to improve
infrastructure, employment and enhance the overall socio-economic development of
the region.

2. Mr. Thirumoorthy, Former Panchayat President, Kottathur:

As sir stated, the company should not limit itself by giving verbal assurances
alone. It has been almost 20 years since our village had sufficient water. Due to the
excessive growth of trees, water is not available. According to the company, the
Seemai karuvela trees should be removed and the lake should be desilted. If this is
done, our lake will definitely receive a substantial amount of water, which will greatly
benefit the farmers.

Since we are unable to take soil from our village lake, we are forced to collect
soil from the lakes of surrounding villages for agricultural purposes. Therefore, the
company should provide the alluvial soil extracted from here, at free of cost to the
agricultural lands of our village and to our farmers. At present, much of the land in our
village is barren and cultivation has become impossible due to the lack of fertile soil.
For this reason, we rely on the soil from lakes in the surrounding areas, though we
ourselves are unable to access soil from our own lake. :

Furthermore, the company must ensure without exception, that employment
opportunities are given exclusively to the people of our village. Since you are
conducting business in our town, it is your responsibility to ensure that our local people
are provided with jobs. Finally, you should also contribute directly to the development
of our village. On behalf of the people, | sincerely request to fulfill these commitments.

3. Mr. N. Thyagalingam, Naduvalur:

For a long time, our village has faced the difficulty of not being able to remove
the seemai karuvela trees. If the company undertakes this work, it will be a great help
to everyone, especially if local people are given employment in the process. We

warmly welcome the company to come here, with a humble request that it assist in
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improving the environment by removmg the thorny seema: karuvela growth Our best _
_wrshes and congratutatrons _— P |

) ._4 ‘Mr. Palamsamv, Tamli Nadu Vazhvursmar Katchr. Generat Secretarv of

'Envrronmentai Consumer Protectron Assomatron and Thuralvur constttuencv _

. _Representatlve R

Satutatlons to all Tamrts and specra! respect to our Ieader Veimurugan who_

. ".'contmues to fight for the sorl of Tamn Nadu anct for the people of thrs state As the ) , :
"-General Secretary of the Naturai Resources and Envrronmental Protectlon L

: '; Assocrataon 1 wrsh to express my vrews to the people

SII’ as you stated does everyone domg what you cla;m to do’? Have you seen__ S N

' if the same happens rn every quarry’? Have trees been planted rn alt the quarnes

P across Tamli Nadu? Have you personaily seen this belng done? Do you know how"_-'_"__'_. o

_ | many peopie have beeh bramwashed |nto supportrng the estabhshment of quarnes .f AP
A “today? When sand is removed to a depth of 10 feet do you kncw how much soui is
- 3 'taken OUt" DO VOU kﬂOW hOW mUCh is permltted? Are the authont;es fuily aware of SR

._”'_thrs? OfflCiats have remamed sntent 1 had already fted RTI to the Drstnct_?_'_- _
' Env:ronmentat Officer and the Ass:stant Dtrector of Mrnes for these rssues yet no

o _fprcper response has been g:ven

- Are government ofﬁma!s workmg tn the rnterest of the publlc or servrng the
_'.rnterests of weatthy cap:ta!rsts’? We, the public are berng decelved “For makmg PR

SRS money, sorl is excavated from thrs quarry, resuitmg m emrssrons that pose srgmt’ icant ol
. -.__heatth nsks Are you aware of thrs’? Stmrlarty, there i is.a crusher named MIT: operatlng o

| "nearJambunathapuram rn Musrri Most oftheiabourers workmg there are from Keraia B S

| "'The vritagers have srgned the documents ina casual manner Now they reported that S -

5 ".'water is not bemg sprayed to suppress dust durmg the movement of trucks So we _' B R

'the Tamr! Nadu Vazhuvurrmar Katchl strongty condemn thls proposed quarry

f, desptte the ob;echons attempts are made to operate the quarry, we wnlt o

[_escalate the matter to our. teader mob;hze the vrllagers and envrronmentat actrvrsts_:'
: '_'and orgamze a protest rn defense of naturai resources Therefore we strongly msrst_ .

- that this quarry must be ctosed tis not Just my oplnlon itis the cotlectrve vosce of the -
people Am I not, rlght’? When the sand ‘quarry was prevrously operated was there .

_'_suf_r_ icient water_ available? On the contrary, how many paim trees have dried up?
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The companies come here only to make money. They brainwash the people,
exploit the resources, and leave once their profits are secured. It is the local people
who are left to suffer the consequences. Therefore, on behalf of the Tamil Nadu
Livelihood Party and the Natural Resources Association, | strongly oppose the
establishment of this quarry.

5. Mr. Bhuvaneswaran, Nagalapuram:

As Sir mentioned earlier, quarrying is operating in Jambunathapuram, where
people from Kerala are employed. But here, we ourselves worked in Nagalapuram.
Now, | am left unemployed. The company has been closed for 12 years. You are now
saying that soil should not be taken from Kottathur lake. An amount of Rs. 5.7 crores
have been spent on the desilting of the Thuraiyur lake. By removing these karuvela
trees and planting native species such as neem and poovarasu, groundwater levels
will rise, agriculture will flourish and the livelihood of farmers will improve.

From what you are saying now, it seems as agriculture is being ruined. You are
stating that if this quarry operates, there will be no water and cultivation will not be
possible. But in reality, if these invasive trees are removed, the lake will retain water.
The company is also planting trees and when trees are planted, rainfall will increase.
With rainfall, the lakes will hold water. Yet you question why the soil is being taken?
This is directly affecting our livelihood; it does not affect yours.

In earlier times, we had over 30 employees working here. Now, we are forced
to travel to Ariyalur, Jayankondam and Perambalur for employment. The operation of
this company will be beneficial to our village. Agriculture will increase as more water
flows into the lake and with agriculture, livelihoods will also grow. This does not harm
anyone. The company is not carrying out deep mining, it is not like the quarry in
Kunnupatti, which is as deep as a well. Nobody spoke about that quarry, where even
outsiders were employed. But here, our own local people are working.

If this quarry is stopped, families like mine will be left with no income. | myself
worked here while attending college and with that income, | paid my college fees.
Today, my family has no source of livelihood, as the quarry has remained closed for
12 years. At this stage, we are simply asking for the opportunity to work and earn for
living. The company will generate revenue, and we too will sustain our families. There
is not much mining activity here, only sand is being excavated. However, in that quarry,

the mountain has been completely broken down. You may have income from various
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sources, but for us, our livelihood depends solely on thrs work. If you oppose it, we wil
be left with no choice but to protest. '

6. Mr. Malarmannan Thottiyam: : _
- They spoke about this project and mentioned that the karuve!a trees would be

removed. The government would take care of that matter. What is the real purpose of

the Stalin government? If we truly want to protect th;s Iand and lts people this quarry |

'.must not be allowed The reasons are women wntl face heaith issues and mferttllty,
fcancer may occur, dnnklng water will be depteted Emptoyment is a matter beyond

. _everythmg else You can W|tness these consequences in many otner piaces 1t takes Ry

s mathons of years for th;s ore sand to form but it has not been grven due conssderatlon :

lf thlS quarry beglns |ts operatlons rt erI bnng countless harmfut consequences '_ .

-'-Desplte th|s a publlc hearrng has been conducted in the Kottathur and Naduvalur. -

areas to permlt a pnvate company to mlne ore sand whlch wril ultlmateiy destroy both -
: -_'the iand and fts peopie ' ' ERR AT
Therefore we strongfy urge the Sub Collector and the Dtstnct EnwronrnentatE '
o -Eng;neer not to grant permrssron for the estabirshment of th:s quarry e

IR 7. Mrs Chitra. Thuralvur

| have been worktng zn a company |n Nagalapuram for 16 years At present | -

'am unernptoyed as the company is no tonger tunctlonrng It has become very dlff cult -

to manage even our dally meals. We have not been abfe to ﬁnd work anywhere nearby . o

' _From here, we travei by bus to Perambalur for da|ly wage work The bus fare a!one is - :

%50, whrte the dalfy wage we recerve is only %300 Wlth th;s small amount [ am trymg _ |

o fo support my famlly and chﬂdren he sa|d

o '8 . a Veluchamy. Kottathur S

My fathers name is Rajaimgam | have a doubt were you nct aware that
~ Kottathur exists in the Tiruchirappalli district and the.so_t! there is val_uable_? We have
been living in Kottathur village for 38 years, yet no one in our village was informed that
this consultation meeting is belng held Thrs meetmg could have been conducted in

our village itsetf

If it had been held in our village, people could have expressed their views on
plantation of trees and the employment opportunities and they might have expressed
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their consent. Instead, only 10 of us have come here from our village. That is why we
are asking, this meeting should have been conducted in our village? You are planning
to take soil from Kottathur, the land where we were born and raised. So, the people of
our village should have been consulted directly. Now, with only 10 of us present, we

may go back and speak to others, but the rest of the village will remain unaware.

Therefore, we request that you come to our village, consult the people about what
need to be done and then take the necessary actions accordingly.

9. Mr. Mugilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection Movement,

Karur:

On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection Movement, | would like
to express my grafitude to the Chairman of the Consultation Meeting for the
establishment of 7 garnet ore sand quarries in Kottathur and Naduvalur villages in an
area of 70 acres, the Honourable Sub-Collector, the District Environmental Engineer
who is leading and conducting this meeting, the various departmentat officials present
here, the local public, the various public welfare organizations, various environmental
parties, the leaders of parties concerned with the environment, the quarry owners who
can establish this quarry and those brought by them.

My name is Mugilan, the coordinator of the Tamil Nadu Environmental
Protection Movement and | am currently in Karur. This meeting is about an ore sand
guarry. A book about this called Mineral Sand Robbery was published in 2014 with the
foreword by the respected former Chief Secretary of Haryana, Devasahayam. it
explains what are the impacts, how the quarries here operated dishonestly and the
consequences. It is a 200-page book that was selected as the best book on that year
by various magazines. The project designer who spoke before me described the public
consultation meeting about the quarry, but the establishment of this quarry will cause
air pollution, water pollution, soil poliution and noise pollution. Not only humans, also
biodiversity, nature and everything else will be affected. This book tells us how the
socio-economic life of the people will be affected and how to address it. That is what
they have put up as a PowerPoint. This meeting is not about voting whether the quarry
should be permitted or not. A thousand people may say it should be allowed, while two
people may say it should not. The question is whether this is on legal grounds.
Kottathur in Musiri taluk and Naduvalur in Thuraiyur taluk have not seen this quarry as
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something new. The mineral that can be extracted in this quarry is garnet. The public
who spoke here said that this quarry was already operating here, not only here, but in
about 13 places in Musiri taluk In part;cular quarries were operating in Musiri at
Konappampatti, AnJaIam Srtrlaral Thumbalam Poolancheri, Valavanthi,

Paithamparai, Mawlllpattl Kottathur Appanallur in Thottiyam and Naduvalur rn o

Thuratyur taluk

| n 2011 2012 and 2013, all these quarries wereoperated -iliegaliy, no rules
were followed and countless damages were caused. Thls led to the then Tamil Nadu -
Government to order their closure in2013. A comm:ttee was formed headed by today $

| senlor IAS offcer Gagandeep Singh Bedi to rhspect aII the areas and on that basis, L

. the quarrles were stopped hecause they were. not functlonmg properly Due to this, the |

- government suffered a Eoss of bllllons of rupees ‘and varrous commlttees and__

| commlssmns ;ncludlng one headed by senior lAS ofﬂcer Satya Pratha Sahu was |
_ formed and is stlil functronrng it has been found that there have been fraud worth_ S

. mdllons of rupees in the extractlon of rare earth mlnerals and work is under progress S

"-_to recover it. lt is ln thlS context thlS consultatron meetrng is taking place Frrst ofall, :

i the only thrng i wantto ask thls quarry is a garnet quarry Apart from gamet are there_.' .

 any known atomlc mrnerals here such as llmenlte Rutrfe ercon sallrmanlte Monazrte _
:orThonum’? ': _ B ' B '

The project desrgner has sard there are.none and that the mlnerats extracted_ . |

here do not have radlatlon S0 th|s quarry can be operated Butour questron is whether .

: there is any study report from the Department of Atomic Energy confirming whether . -

- minerals like thorium or monazrte that can be used to make nuciear bombs, are :

' present here or not. If we ask there is no complete report. They have quoted enly one

| _' report from 1.B.M., but we examlned th;s in detall A study called. Mrneral Source
_ Natural Radloactrwty Leveis in the Soil and Human Rlsk Assessment in Trlchy District

was c_on_duc_ted in 20__15_ by t_he _th_en_fo cer-in- Charge of l_nd_rra_ Gandhi Atomic
Research Centre Sankaran .'Piilat, Saheel Hamidu and Mazhar Nassar Khan. In the .

study published in the Global Journal of Radio Analytical and Nuclear Chemistry
Volume 305, a 16-page report was given. They took soil 'sa.mples_ from 90 locations
and determined where radiation was present. Their findings confirm radiation exists.
When this sand is extracted, not only garnet but also uranium, which can be used in
nuclear reactors and thorium, which can be used to make nuclear bombs, were mixed
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in this sand, according to research. So, no individual can extract this sand, only the

Atomic Energy Department could extract.

Today, uranium is imported from Australia for the Kudankulam nuclear reactor
and once uranium is used there, it emits radiation for 48,000 years. That is why the
whole world is fighting against nuclear reactors. In 2013, they decided to set up 13
nuclear reactors in Modi's hometown, Mithi Virdi, but people opposed it and in 2014,
after Modi became Prime Minister, the plan was abandoned. When this sand is
extracted, uranium and thorium are present along with it. Therefore, this quarry cannot
be permitted according to law. What | am saying is based on government approved
documents. This is the first problem.

if this ore sand is extracted here, it will also cause cancer, kidney damage,
infertility and skin disease. | am not saying this to scare you. | was in Idinthakarai for
four years during the Kudankulam nuclear reactor protest, where there were 63 ore
sand quarries. Eighty percent of the people in that town lost their lives due to this. All
of their earnings were spent on treatment at the cancer hospital and on dialysis in
Neyyur. | have personally witnessed this devastation. This is not just about 70 acres,
there are 5,000 acres here, both private and government owned. They even
announced a public hearing for a government owned company, Indian Rare Earths in
Manavalakurichi to extract 5,000 acres of ore sand. People have continued their
struggle to this day, and the Government of Tamil Nadu has suspended the hearing in
response to the opposition. As there was public opposition, it was halted in
Kanyakumari district. Even today, the people there continue to protest. The fact

remains that this mineral sand is an extremely hazardous mineral.

A friend here said, garnet ore sand is being extracted, do you know how much
the soil from your village costs? One-ton costs Rs. 80,000. With 40 to 50 tons loaded
in a lorry, they say approximately 35 percent is recoverable through processing. Thus,
from 15 tons of garnet soil in a single lorry, the yield would be worth nearly Rs. 12
lakhs. Honestly, | am asking, of the seven quarries shown here, five are in government
lake lands and two are patta lands (two hectares and three hectares). The auction for
this was held in 2010, but no documents show how much was paid. The District
Collector handled the bidding and the one-year lease ranged from sixteen paise to two

rupees per acre. However, here the actual amount is unknown. In coastal districts like
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Kanyakumari, Tirunelveli and Thoothukudi, amount of Rs. 16 per acre per year for
| mineral s'and extraction-payabie to .the government 'By paying such iow tease

- amounts, they are lootlng tens of bililons of rupees i have come here to tell you about
L ';th|s fraud : ' : ' S .

Furthermore ln the Tamal Nadu Chref Mtnlsters electlon manlfesto under :

E :DMK’s Electlon Promrse No 200, itis stated the varrous mlneral resources of Tamil. -

5 'Nadu W|lt be protected, conserved and systematacaliy utlllzed lllegal mlnmg act:vitles L

'_"_'.w;lt be prevented Appropnate revenue wnll be. secured for the government wh:le new_' = '
. mlnerai resources and mlnes wnll be developed The Tamli Nadu Mlnerals lelted o
"'-.'(TAMtN) wnll be technologloally strengthened to engage in mlnlng of mznerals ttke':i s

-_'moiybdenum vermicullte garnet tltanlurn ore sand magnesnte gramte gypsum ;3- i

% :Ilmestone and tungsten with a new potlcy to increase the revenue. They clearly said

'_ 'garnet m;nlng woutd no Ionger be gtven to pnvate andnvnduals But does the Chaef'

) Mlntster know this mine was auctloned in 2010 and glven to pnvate fndlwduals'? Or |s i R
it happen:ng WtthUt hIS knowledge'? The Chlef Mlnister has often spoken agalnst sand_ Pl

o _:'lootlng and allegat quarnes

The Chief Mlmster travelled to every vullage and spoke drrectly wrth the people 'j' SN

.- 5 _l was ciose to the Chlef Mmrster when he was in the opposmon That is why, when he : R

'-:'._spoke in Karur he sald government quarries. were being looted by mlnlsters by =
' 'handlng overthe contracts to the:r relatrves Mugltan who expostng these lssues have SRR

o been lmpnsoned under many charges

Although nver sand mlnmg has heen prohlblted by court M Sand quames have."_'_' =

o been taken over by poltttcal teaders under the names of thelr relatlves The Chlef}.'f-_' - .
- .*.'Mlnrster in Karur sald that VrjaYabaskar is the one currently tootlng and threaten:ng_ E o

o those mvolved ln these operatrcns Our, questlon lS even leases are as. iow as two SURREIET)

' -_rupees per acre Itis reasonable when the peopte who spoke here to ask to grant

- _"_these teases to our.own. vnliagers and what new beneft you are gomg to bnng us.:.

| ._Prowde it to our seif»hetp group, we are the ones who should beneft from the lncome R

| - generated in our village. Yet the adverse |mpacts fall only upon us The nsk of |

'radaoacttve exposure falls upon us [Even during X-rays, they are instructed to. be keep
‘a distance from that location, but the resultlng impacts still faII upon us. Therefore ifit
is entrusted to our self-help group, it would be acceptable. . ' '
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For some to exploit and others to labor, land was purchased for one rupee or
two rupees per acre and the extracted resources were sold for several thousand crores
of rupees. But the price of one ton of garnet sand is around ¥80,000. Therefore, people
should be caution on this matter. The quarry company may have brought you here,
but why have they secured so many quarry licenses? The permitted quarry depth is
restricted to 2 meters on government land and 2.5 meters on patta land; however,

these measurements remain unclear.

In Kanyakumari district, it is only one meter and 0.0 meters in the sea. From
half foot to one foot on one side, five quarries, approximately 29 hectares, in which 24
hectares, the sand will be excavated using shovel by hand. The soil removed by these
shovels should not be immediately loaded into the vehicle. By doing so, it releases
radioactivity. As per the law, the sand must be left for 2-3 hours before loading into
vehicles, allowing radiation levels to dissipate. That is said for the five quarries.
However, the other two quarries plan to extract soil mechanically using excavators
and load it directly into vehicles. There are many problems with this method of
extraction. Sand should be mined only in sunny weather, not during cloudy days or at
night, as the radiation affects everyone. If permission is granted for one meter, the

sand will be excavated up to 100 meters.

This is why hundreds of 500-foot-high sand dunes in coastal villages like
Perumanal, Manavalakurichi and Manapad have disappeared, leading to increased
risks like tsunamis. The adverse impacts have arisen because mineral sand was
extracted from the areas along the riverbank. The reason | am saying this is because

excessive sand extraction will lead to radioactive emissions.

How can five quarries extract sand manually, while two use machines? All
seven quarries are operated by the same company, or by companies owned by the
same person reputedly a retired officer from the Mineral Resources Department acting
as someone’s proxy. That is a separate issue that cannot be discussed here. What |
want to say is the injustice in this extraction method: manual mining at some sites and
mechanical at others. Ask yourselves, is this fair? If this continues, it's certain that
many local people will suffer from cancer, infertility, and kidney disease. This should
have been clearly addressed in the report. If there was truly no harm as claimed, then

why are lakhs of coastal residents protesting do intensely? Because many have lost
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loved ones to cancer and o_ther diseases linked to mining. Even respected former
- Union Minister Pon. Radhakrishnan admitted that his mother died of cancer, due to -

: exposure of thls His hometown is Manavalakunchr What we must understand is thrs S

o -quarry lssue 1sn 't samply a questron of rlght or wrong, lt isa technlcal faiture

_ My frlend said he came from Anbll Last week there was a sand mlnrng stnke % i |
' and I went there but | did not see hrrn 1do not know whether they care. about the_ Y

: " envrronment The problem |s that pecpie do not understand the ilkely |mpacts they : _
' 'say it wall not harm people but 1 will: explarn rn detaal Here there is uranrum and_ G

':thonum whrch can emrt radloactrve radratron These mlnerals are used 1n mak;ng B

| _ -nuclear weapons and are allegediy belng ;Iiegaity exported to forergn ccuntnes it |s__':_- _'
-':.-reported that uranium and thortum from Tamil Nadu have been used wrthout being

_' sent to. the Department of Atomrc Energy After examrntng the evrdence and the _ :
S -:nspectaon report 1 state that uranrum and thorrum have been rnrxed wrth comet at Lo

nlnety ptaces

The mlnerats must be transported by road but rurai roads should carry only wp o

“'--.to ten tonnes Supreme Court Order No. 136/2003 issued thrs nmlt and in 2023 the:'_‘_" S ;
| -‘-;matter was treated as contempt ot court and the order was re- emphas;sed for all_ f:- o

.-'_off icers.. Nevertheless transpcrters clarm to move twenty to. forty tonnes and a

: __'16-wheeted heavy vehacle can carry up to nlnety tonnes Road ccnstructron costs

| range wrdeiy approxrmatety ?50 takh for. locai roads and between ?5 crore and %250 - " o

$ crore for natronal hrghways and heavy mrnerat trafﬁc damages these roads There |s' : L

ﬁ _'_ewdence that roads carrylng cornet are berng destroyed for pnvate gaan whrle

B 5 : _taxpayers pay crores for therr reparr

Next;swater quatlty Ifthe rescurce is exhausted groundwaterwalt be depleted SIS

L iThe oornpanys report (page 9) records a TDS (total d:ssolved scitds) value of 930. :

" For: reference, potable water typrcatly has around 200 DS and water. for agnculture -

'_ about 500 TDS A TDS of 930 mdrcates sagntﬁcant pollution The TNPCB publrshed a L

5 book in 2020, and the Central Publrc Works Departrnent s report documents the state S

'ofwater resources: many areasmcludsng Thuratyur Kannanur and Koppampatt; have g
been overexploited by more than 100 percent. .Kattuputhur (Thottayam) and stretches
near the Thottiyam river are s;mrlarly cverdrawn and quarry areas such as Kcttathur
| .Thathaiyangarpet Thumbalam and Pulivalam show severe over-extractlon The
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Pollution Control Board’s report records these facts (see page 254) and this
information must be included in the project report.

We tested air quality at five locations using instruments. Air monitoring requires
electricity, yet the project report’s description contradicts this. The observation period
stated in the report was from October 1, 2024 to December 3, 2024, and
measurements were apparently taken once during that ninety-two-day window. To
validate such monitoring, an e-ticket or records showing the tests and power usage
should be available and issued at least three months prior to sampling. The project
design was prepared by Geo Exploration & Mining Solutions (GEMS), and Omega
Laboratories allegedly located opposite the Namakkal Collector's office was credited
with testing air, water, soil and noise for over 200 quarries. However, Omega’'s owner
is deceased and the laboratory no longer exists. Yet more than 200 reports cite that
lab.

We informed District Collector Prabhu Shankar and Namakkal Pollution Control
Board officials; they provided a written confirmation of this discrepancy. How can a
non-existent laboratory issue valid report? We are trying to study this ourselves but
lack full technical expertise: the listed institute claims to have twenty specialists an
expert for wind, an expert for sound, an expert for water and an expert for forests but
that does not replace transparent, verifiable testing. If the air tests were truly carried
out at five sites, provide the electricity bills and detailed test records showing where
and when instruments were operated.

We are from Perundurai. The district administration, district minister
Muthuswamy ji and the SP have held monthly meetings for three years and claim there
are no funds for an air-testing machine, yet five instruments were reportedly used.
Show the locations where electricity was supplied for these tests. The company
involved is alleged to be on criminal records and to have falsified studies before. Local
people asked that the public hearing be held in our villages Kottathur and Naduvallur
but instead people were transported from elsewhere. Last week, Mangammalpuram
sand quarrying occurred nearby; sixty acres were quarried in Viraagalur and local
residents were completely opposed. Consultation meetings must be held in the towns

where the directly affected communities can participate.
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= Many meetings have been scheduled, if the .affected_._comm_unt_ties -come
together and listen, they will better ‘understand the local impacts It is not onty two_

- Offi crals who should decide: pottutlon control engrneers and the deputy district coltector . |

| _ must ensure transparency because the State Envrronmental Impact Assessment B
-AUthO"tty (SEIAA) makes the final decrsron SEey i -

'. t.ast year totiowrng the arrest of M S Rahutnath ieaders and technrcsans

L -contacted us We are twenty five peopie wrth ten mtetlrgence off crats among us, and BRI

:' -we examrne vrolatrons carefulty before grantrng approvat We requested RT! B

o _.documents and. asked technlcat persons to conf irm whether Mugttans claims. are' FEENE

supported by evrdence OfF crais admrtted they had not read conventton proceedrngs R

vrdeos were taken but not shared We prepared documents over months wrth trmrted S

resources whtte iAS and tFS offrcers and experts frorn Anna Unrversrty, Annarnalar

" Unlversrty and tIT Nladras were mvolved yet the process still Iacks prcper verifi n‘"catron o '.

:_;___'We also . met t—!on ble Senthrl Kumar IAS, . Secretary, Department of Geoiogy and_ 5_3:'._:';
- Ctrmate Change and discussed the matter in detail. The, avarlabte evrdence is !argely' RRREEE

'-';_protures and papers VAO certrf cates state everythmg rs t“ ine, but thatdoes not amount o

' .:ito proper assessment Thls process needs transparency and rlgorous venﬂcatron RIS

“1am not argumg that quarry permrssrons should be set by fxed fees %15 iakh

| ffor a smatt quarry, _?50 lakh for a granrte quarry, or ?5 crore for a Iarge company but_; RIRE

©the pattern of harm is. unmrstakab]e The quarry owner even gave an lntervrew on' [

o Assocratlon TV In Tamrt Nadu schoots close up to fi fteen days a year because of 3

o g extreme heat heavy ralns and shrftrng vveather these changes are reat and everyone _
_':"Present should understand the parn they cause lfcompanres tottow the taw actrvrsts":'-"' o
o ke Mugrlan or others will not. have to stop them But there are atlegatrons that IR

__payments are made to mrnrsters and offrcrals and that those who resrst can face : " :

'threats or worse How can anyone do thls comfortably or call it tegat’? We demand

i tawful and transparent operatrons

Forty frve types of reports are requlred tor a proper apprarsal Concerning

| . forests the forest department must certlfy whether reserved forests, tiger reserves or - g

' _sanctuanes lie within one kilometre ot the quarry, and quantrfy their extent Yetno -

- letters were provided from the forest department, PWD, electricity depa_r_tr_nent, VAO, =

-Rl, Tahsildar, RDO or AD Mines ofﬂces -_t_hat_ normally submi_t such cl_e_aran_c_es. How
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can the project proceed without these documents? The deputy collector should inform
SEIAA and the relevant departmental officers that all required documents must be
produced. Simply uploading a 1-2 MB file to the internet does not fulfil the requirement
there may be thousands of pages on the Pollution Control Board website, and proper

documentation must be attached.

Therefore, in the absence of these 45 essential documents, no one should be
allowed to speak or conduct any discussion at this hearing. Hence, we declare this
hearing illegal. The same company, GEMS, conducted a public hearing at Alambadi
in Guziliamparai taluk (Dindigul district), where the project designer also spoke. The
company'’s publicity raises further questions: a poster costs roughly 2,000, yet they
reportedly spend lakhs on newspaper ads and pay local papers small amounts to claim
wider publicity. If only 2,000 was spent on announcements, how could major papers
such as the Times of India have run notices in Trichy? Kottathur and Naduvalur do not

typically receive those papers, so the circulation claim is dubious.

Posters have been placed across Dindigul and Karur districts; if 2,000 could
cover one hundred posters, then everyone would be aware of the meeting. Public
consultation must be meaningful and democratic. The National Green Tribunal's 2018
order requires a consultation meeting even for quarrying of one hectare, and if the
area exceeds 25 hectares (about 62 acres) an opinion poll is required. These
procedures should be followed transparently, with the district accountable for
advertisement and outreach. The Pollution Control Board charges companies’ fees to
arrange the venue, video, publicity and other logistics; these expenditures must be

transparent so that public awareness is genuine.

Firstly, if the area exceeds 25 hectares (i.e., 62 acres), then an opinion poll
must be conducted. That is the rule. Therefore, you should establish a transparent
framework and inform the district accordingly. The government claims it does not have
the money, but the Pollution Control Board receives fees from the company for all
advertisements in halls and newspapers for conducting such seminars. Arrangements
for television, video, photography, and hall facilities are also handled by the Pollution
Control Board. If just Rs. 2,000 is spent on printing 100 posters, everyone will know
about it. Hence, | urge you to ensure proper publicity.
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Most importantly, the EIA report is available only in English on t_he website of
the Poliution Control Board. Yesterday's meeting in Ahmedabad had both a detailed
brief report in English and in Tamil. But here, no such detailed information is available
in Tamil. Even the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu may not know about itif itis
not in Tamil. Thrs is not a crime, because the problem is not wrth language |tself but.
with accessibility. Many people do not know Englrsh and that | is not wrong. We have _.
-'.been fighting for 15 years, and the detalled report in Englrsh was fi rst uploaded on -
 October 5, 2021 for Pathumuthur Cormbatore After repeated representatrons to the |

- Minister, the expansron reports of all quarrles were frnally brought out in Tamrl Only . .

_after ! speort” catly asked they allowed me to vrew rt

The report should be avallable onllne in Tarnrl Yesterdays proceedlngs were

: in Tamll but today s quarryrng detarls are not rn Tamri on the Pollutron Control Board s__ | _
_ websrte Why rs thls so m Tarnll Nadu’? An allocatron ot Rs. 110 crore is glven to the
3'-'Tam|I Development Department The governrnent rnmsts that admlnlstratlon should be '

Sin Tamrl and everythrng mtended for the people should be avallable in Tamrl Why . :_-
| ~then is the company not postrng the Tamll versron on the mtemet’? The truth IS belng LR

.ﬁ. hrdden from the people How can the publrc comment rf they do not know the facts’? 4

_ Further it has been stated that rf thts quarry rs establrshed greenhouses Wl|| be '_:
| K constructed For 70 acres, 200 trees per acre would mean 14 000 trees wrth natlve _ k.

' _specres such as ﬁg, neem poovarasu navai arld pungar But thls rs oniy on paper o E
How many trees have actually been ptanted in the vrllages’? Quarryrng has already

_ taken place in Kottathur and Naduvalur yet not a srngle tree has been planted It is
- also on record that in 2022, Hon ble Vrnrt il cancelled the lrcence of Kodangrpalayam
R Ramakrrshnan Stone quarry at Pailadam solely because of farlure to plant trees |

The govemment has the power but rt is not berng exercrsed

Each of the 12 OOO quarrres rn Tamrl Nadu has been leased out three or four -
'tlmes Each lease covers 10 acres. If even the promised trees had been planted Tamrl _
Nadu would have been covered_ with greenery by now._ln_stead, 17 percent_of tree
cover is being reduced to 35 percent loss. Meanwhile, the government spends_ public
funds on schemes claiming to plant 8 crore trees across paddy fields, pulses,
matchboxes, petrol, and cooking gas, while quarry owners take government land at
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throwaway prices (as little as Rs. 2 per acre) and earn Rs. 20,000 crores with no trees
to show for it.

It is the responsibility of the government and the Forest Department. Quarry
licences should be suspended if tree-planting norms are not complied with. On
national highways, the law requires that for every tree cut, ten must be planted. But
this is not followed, while toll charges keep increasing year after year. Who is listening?
People are being fooled.

Coming to this quarry: it should not be permitted legally, as the site contains
uranium and thorium in addition to garnet (a rare mineral sand). Quarrying in Kottathur
and Naduvalur will therefore pose a serious radiation hazard. This is scientifically
proven. At Manavalakurichi, quarrying across 2,000 acres is done by hand, not by
machines, But here, they propose mechanized quarrying to a depth of 2.5 meters,
which increases the risk. Moreover, under the Union Government's 2023 policy on
rare minerais, these are to be handled only by the Government of India, not private

individuals. How then was this exception granted?

The Tamil Nadu Government must take a clear policy decision. Already, in
Kuthiraimozhi (Thoothukudi district), a joint action plan was prepared with IREL for
sand quarrying, with reports submitted by the District Collector. If this is a matter for
the Government a!one,' why are private parties involved? The Tamil Nadu
Government's own 200th election manifesto point stated that sand mining would not
be privatized. Then why allow individuals to loot thousands of crores by leasing an

acre for mere paise?

Further, there is no scientific basis for the so-called 35% recovery in some
quarries and 10% in others, No lease documentation is available either. Transport of
extracted minerals on rural roads will damage public property. Already, local water
quality has deteriorated, as confirmed by water quality reports submitted to the
Pollution Control Board.

Regarding workers: are they given PF, ES|, or insurance? The reality is no. One
of my co-workers has worked in a quarry for 13 years without insurance or medical
coverage. This industry claims to provide employment, but offers no social security.
Tamil Nadu is paying compensation only after workers die. At Karur, Kuppam, people

had to besiege the company and protest for relief. One worker fell into a quarry well—

Page 18 of 30



his family received Rs. 24 lakhs in compensation only after public outcry. Without ESI,
PF, orinsurance, the workers remain unprotected, while quarry owners loot thousands

of crores,

Therefore keeping all this in mind, this quarryzng prOJect must not be approved
If approvai |s granted it would be a gross v;oiatlon of iaw The off crais of the State
Env;ronmental Impact Assessment Authonty (SEIAA) have no authorrty to push thrs'
through under corporate pressure. Corruphon is rampant—-—already, one off:cer named_

Pandian has taken Rs. 500 crores, and even a suicide occurred due to such practices.

- We speak for the people, the land, and the resources. If this garnet is not mined, no |

- national production will stop Naduvatur ;s a resrdentrat vallagemtrradrated minerals

- _'_:'shoutd never be taken from such p!aces Hence ! request that posters be displayed '

"':across aII panchayats before the next meetlng, announcements be made through

_loudspeakers just as for polio drops or corona campalgns and the detalled report_ e

-along with all 45 linked documents be uploaded on the Poliution Control Board websrte__
) -m Tamll Most 1mportantly, garnet sand quarrymg on 70 acres Adn Kottathur and -
- Naduvaiur snouid not be perm;tted under any crrcumstance |

'10 Mr GODI Thurazvur |

Mugrlan sir spoke very well. I ama chemrcat englneer and have been worktng ERESEEN

' _in this company for 17 years. Sir has expialned everything very. clearly, thank you very
much. You repeatedly emphasized about a hundred tlmes that there JS radloacttwty_ -

¥ in this company. But| believe that you know that the tndian Government has d;rectly
snspected the srte and confrrmed that there is no radroactrvrty PR

The Atom;c Energy Department has ciearty documented that the radroactwrty N
' fevel is not even 0.01 percent Only after this confrrmatlon they tnformed our company :
'that the only mineral present is gamet Atso S|r said that they had advertased only in
Engirsh newspaper. i have seen it myself. On behaif of the government it is atso
advertrsed in Tamil newspaper, Dlnakaran You mentroned that 30 people worked in
this company and asked, if they recerved ESland PF. Siris evaluatrng ali companies
on the same scale. That is his own opinion. without any solid evidence, you should not

claim that we are operating illegally.

If you had visited the site personally, you would have a clearer understanding.

If you wish, you are welcome to come and inspect it directly. You will be aware of what

Page 19 of 30




we carried out and what we have not done in this company. If sir have time, we could

visit the site this afternoon.

11. Mrs. Malathi, Thuraiyur:

We also worked in this company for 10 years, but it is not operating now.
Because of this, life has become very difficult for us. We are wandering here and there
in search of work. Therefore, we Kindly request you to look into this matter and help to
resolve it.

12. Mrs. Gomathi, Thuraiyur:

Some participants here stated that the establishment of this sand quarry would
lead to cancer, However, such ilinesses can also result from other factors such as food
habits, tobacco use and untreated water. | have worked in this company and through
that employment, | was able to support my family and pay my children’s school and
college fees. Since the company ceased operations, we have been facing severe
financial difficulties. If this project is approved, 10 to 20 families like ours will be able
to sustain themselves comfortably and meet school and college expenses without

difficulty. Therefore, we request that this project be granted an opportunity.

13. Mrs. Thangammal, Thuraiyur:

We have worked in this company for nearly 15 years and because of this our
livelihoods improved. Around 30 to 40 families were worked here. But, since the
closure of this sand quarry, we have been facing significant difficulties. Therefore, we
request to provide us job opportunities.

14. Mrs. Dhanalakshmi, Thuraiyur:

It is not certain that diseases will arise solely because of this sand quarry. In
any workplace, health issues may or may not occur, depending on an individual's
condition. Therefore, we hope that this project will resume and provide us employment
opportunities. We hereby give our full consent to this project. Madam, heaith issues
can arise in any occupation, regardless of what is being said. Hence, we reguest to
provide job through this company.
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15. Mr. Kamalakannu, President, Cauvery Water Resources Conservation

: Association' :

N have been fighting for water rlghts for airnost 15 years For the past 5 years | B

have been fi ghtlng for the Thamlrabarana R;ver thrcugh court and have taken tegal

' 'actaon In2012, we saved the entire Cauvery Many people have Jomed me in this legal | 3 _'

- i ght Srm;tarty, in 2017 we fought and achreved many : successes “The Cauvery Water'."_. )

"Resources Assocratton has now grown extensrvely across Tamrl Nadu to protect water -~

S : _ bodres and many people have supported the assocratron Through thls we ere worklng : '_:: _ﬁ RETERE

to protectwaterresources s

S I vrsrted Kottathur almost a year ago Thrs |s a dry tand that depends only on' '

' rainfall. This pond f s up only when it rains. Itis a vast lake of about 90to 100 acres. :

s 'When my fnends and 1 came to check for ore sand in thrs Iake we found only in smatt-_ o |

- 'i‘quantrtres not in iarge amounts Today, apnvate company came to extract sand from_ IR

: here An area of approxrmatety 94 hectares has been surveyed Onty sf thrs Iake

o -_3 contrnues to exast people here wrll have access to drinktng water water for I|vestock '_ SEe

o | and water for agnculture

- Thls pnvate company may grve a thousand reasons to extract thss Iake But ;f .-:: S
_ o __the iake is. destroyed the people here w;ti Iose therrtlvelihood My dear brother Mugllan G

s not f ghtrng here for. personat reasons he 1s ﬁghting for the peopte He emphasszes ' |

g "that the people here should tlve well even a thousand years from now Whether people_' RN g

'_'choose to I|sten or not rt |s up to tnern buttlke hlrn Itoo am t'ghtmg for the people If k

B ‘we are to suoceed we must save thrs take For the people to tlve tne Iake must--

endure

As I ment;oned eartrer there is. onty a sma!l amount ofmrnerai sand in thls lake o

- "Thls tS a prrvate company engaged in sand manrng, and |n the pubtlc consu!tatlon they

o :_ will say whatever Is convenient They wrll ciaam that the sand wrlt be mlned respons;bly o

_Three months ago in Tnchy, at Mavadikkutam permrssron was granted to the Rarlway o

Department to mine ;ust one hectare of sort out of 125 acres We rarsed objectrons _

| -Yet ina srngte day, they removed the one hectare ofsand enttrety A hundred of us :

:went and complained, but no officials pa;d any attentron The Iocat peopte too sard
_ '-this is .our chorce We said, we have come here to fght for you we ask you to.
b understand but no one accepted our plea We then gathered the reoords and went
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to court. By the time, the court process took 15 to 20 days. But, 40 acres had already
been taken away. Permission was granted only for one hectare, but before the

enforcement of the court order, several acres were gone.

Here, in Kottathur, five sites have been identified. In all five, they claim that only
2 meters will be mined. But in reality, they may go for 20 feet or even 40 feet deep. In
such a way, they will extract more than 20 acres in these five places. This will cover
the entire lake. Once it begins, no one can stop it and officials will not be able to
properly inspect the area. No one will be able to protect the lake that the people here

grew up watching.

For the same company, permission has been given on leased land. At that time,
it is not certain, where they would mine with this permission. We cannot even enter
with a camera to check, because henchmen will surround the place. Some people
here, say that this is their livelihood. Those people are also to be pitied, because they
depend on agriculture and this land. What answer can we give them, when they lack

awareness and the details have not been properly explained to them?

As my brother said, let the government mine these valuable minerals, because
the government will use them for the country’s welfare. But if such resources are
handed to a private company, no one will be able to save the people. If this lake is
destroyed, the surrounding population will lose both livelihoods. Therefore, the
permission granted is wrong. With five sites approved, it appears that nearly 100 acres
could be destroyed. Therefore, | kindly request to cancel this permission, so that the

livelihood of the people here may be protected.

16. Mr. Senthilkumar, Samaniya Makkal Nala Katchi:

| would like to extend my first greetings to the sons of this soil and to the
government officials, who have come here. The southern part of Trichy district is
prosperous due to the Cauvery and paddy is cultivated in all seasons. The northern
part of Trichy district, however, is a land that depends on the sky. A few people dig
wells using their own resources to irrigate their crops; otherwise, 90 percent of the

population relies only on rain-fed summer crops.

Sir, they are extracting soil here, specifically mineral sand. The groundwater
level has now dropped to 800, 900, and even 1000 feet, and water is available only
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with extreme effort. We must first consider that by extracting this mineral sand in the
: _"future even this water may not be ava:labte These factorres will create a situation
where even basro tlvelrhoods wrll be destroyed forc;ng people to mlgrate to cstses

The government off olals present here have come to serve us. We expect that o

' -when we. present our demands clearly and farmiy, _we will recelve pos;tlve results lf =

. you Iook around, you wrli see that thrs area has atready lost some of |ts mounta:ns R

"They have been broken down and turned into gravel end sand Unfortunately, some -

| _people mottvated onty by short term wages of Rs. 100 today or. Rs 500 tomorrow :

':_'are unaware that they .are endangerlng the llves of future generattons They may._ -5;'_5 o

| "_-_:'.accept work for |mmed1ate wages but tomorrow therr chzldren may have no place to: _: R

"llve

We are protestmg today because future generattons our chlldren_f'; s

"'."fgrandchndren and even our elders wrll one day ask why th|s was allowed Therefore T

| humbty request the Tamll Nadu government the offcrats present and the publlc to '_ o S

_:' '.take note and protect the basrc twehhoods of the people e

. ;17 tlltr Balamuruqan Artvalur

l would Iake to express my respect to the Sub Collector and the Dlstnct_ .

G Envrronmentat Engtneer who are. presadrng over the public consultatlon meetlng, as L

- -wetl as to the actwrsts from varlous potttlcat organlzattons and all members of the _

| _'._:pubitc Now tfyou conStder Bharathl there are many mineS in our Anyatur area They_: -

- say that they are only extracttng sorl to a depth of 2. 5 meters but in reatlty, they have_'
L extracted |t to a depth of about 20 to 30 meters : R

tf we provrde the Iand the company wall def nltely extract sand We should have L

: _-.conszdered thls in advance before glvmg the land Wth the establlshment of thts m;ne o

o ithls company wrll certalnty provrde some beneflts so that the people of thls area can SRR

| :'garn from it. We, the people can request these benet’ ts from the company Stnce thrs SR

3 .company is operatlng here the government wrlt also reoetve revenue from i, whach e

can be used to prov:de necessary lnfrastructure facalltles for the commun:ty | request_ _ _'

that thls company take steps to ensure that the people of thls area benef t Therefore
§ welcome the establrshrnent of thas mine here DRI SRR L
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18. Mr. Prabhakaran, social activist, Namakkal:

| come from Namakkal district and am also a social activist. | have attended
many public hearings like this and have been actively fighting for the people. My role
is to give voice to the community. | have spoken about many issues similar to this.
Many people from Kottathur, Naduvalur village have expressed their views and
expectations. One person mentioned that the soil here has fewer mineral resources.
They separate the minerals from the sand, refill the remaining soil, and plant more
trees. When | visited the villages here, | personally observed the conditions and
returned after understanding the situation.

If the government is providing these types of schemes to the people in these
villages, it is for the development and progress of the community. Not everyone in the
village is educated. How will villages develop if everyone leaves to work elsewhere?
How will the people here prosper? Not everyone can leave the village. Therefore, in
my view, this is a good scheme for the people, and this company should be allowed

to operate here. Some complaints were also raised, which | acknowledge.

| have observed many quarries and lakes where excavation reaches depths of
20, 30, 40, or even 50 feet, and the sites are not properly restored or replanted. Here,
they propose to dig only 2 to 2.5 meters. This is a beneficial project for the villagers,
and everyone should take advantage of it. This is a government-backed project and
should not be viewed personally. The government is providing this project for the
benefit of the people. Through this initiative, your village will develop, and the local
environment will improve. As stated, after mining, the sand will be refilled, and trees
will be planted. Trees that provide ample oxygen, such as lush navel, pungai, and
vengai trees, should be planted.

| tell the people of this village that this is a good plan. By refilling the sand, the
water retention capacity will increase. This will ensure that groundwater replenishes
the deep wells in the villages. Rainfall is not consistent throughout the year, so it is
only by storing rainwater during the rainy season that groundwater levels can rise. This
will increase water availability from deep wells, allowing for agriculture. Currently, the
land is covered mainly with thorn trees. | personally visited and observed the
condition—this land needs transformation.
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They mention mountains and rocks, but these alone cannot serve a purpose
unless removed and utilized for productive agriculture. Everyone must come forward.
This barren land must be converted into fertile agricultural land. Rooks and thorn trees

'need to be cleared. Some areas already have barbed w;re fences and are. berng |

' 'ptoughed effeottvely Th:s srtuatlon eXIStS due to the lack of water tf water !evets are_ _
'_to rmprove antervent:on is needed——wllagers alone cannot achleve thls Oniy through _ |

such pro;ects wnlt devetopment come.

As a soolai actlwst t aff irm that thls pro;eot should prooeed Jt ss a benefrmat '_ S

_3 pro;ect and the vrllages around Kottathur and Naduvaiur W|Il prosper from lt

Govemment we[fare projects are avalfable and the vrllagers shouid utlllze them :

o __:'leages need to become green prosperous and self—sufr CIent Development is not'_f*"_i_' '_ o '. o S

B : achleved sm’:piy by workrng e[sewhere we must also ensure tocal educatlon schoo!s e

'3-]ootieges and heatthcare facmtles L

t beireve that thns pro;ect w1|l serve as a foundattonat step toward the prosper:ty o o
'_ ofthese vullages and the;r people ItW|II be of great benef tto ali lwe}come thls pro;ect'f-_f S
: _on behaif of Kottathur Naduvatur and the sun‘oundmg wIEages and I request the R

o . -:vrliagers to take full advantage of thls opportumty for development

'_ '.'_"19 Mr Ramaohandran soma! actmst Musm

L He stated that 1f thrs ore sand quarry is establlshed here the town wnlt be .
SETA severely affected However some people portray the satuat:on differently As a somat 8

. :'_ Lz -actlvrst i have ﬁled around 100 to 150 RTts yet proper action has not been taken R

| Thls pro;ect is. be;ng fabncated and vanous measures are belng taken to grant SR
permlssron for |t i strongty condemn these aotions | wril approach the Madurar High . L
= "Court to seek a ban on thls ore sand quarry ' RN RS

h '_'-20 Mr Muqllan Coordmator-Tamll Nadu Enwronmental Protectlon Movement SR RS

._Karur e

He stated that the prob!em is not oniy the extractlon of ore sand but aiso the_ : |

: process mvolved init. In 2013 two films, Neer Paravat and Kadal were reteased If
one has observed the coastlme from Thoothukudt not only Kanyakumarl but also
N Kovalam, Manavalakurichi and Midalam, it is evident that the sea _ds_sp_iays ma_ny 3
“colors. These films were shot on Manapad beach, where the sea _appe_ars red, green,
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and yellow. This coloration indicates severe pollution caused by wastewater
discharged from factories. Observations show that until August 2013, the sea at

Tiruchendur was its natural blue, but now it appears red and green.

He emphasized that the damage caused by such activities cannot be undone;
one cannot observe or correct it after losing it. Having personally witnessed such
damage in places like Perundurai SIPCOT, he noted that currently, 3 out of 10 people
there are unable to have children. The same is observed along the beaches of
Tirunelveli and Thoothukudi. The natural balance of male and female fertility is being
affected, threatening the health and survival of future generations. He concluded that
the destruction of future generations would be a grave sin and stressed that his

statements are based on scientific observations.

21. Mr. Prabhakaran, social activist, Namakkal:

He stated that he would like to share another point. We are here in Thuraiyur,
Kottathur, Naduvalur, and our discussion should focus on the needs of our village and
our people. While it is possible to talk about Thoothukudi or Kanyakumari, where there
may be significant mineral resources in the sea soil and where extraction could lead
to problems such as cancer or infertility, the situation here is different. What is present
in Thuraiyur, Kottathur, Naduvalur? What benefits or harms will the local people face
from extraction here? In his opinion, there is no reason to halt these projects simply

because issues are occurring elsewhere.

22. Mr. Sekar, Nagalapuram:

| don't know anything about that," he said. "However, in my opinion, this quarry
should not be used as a means to provide a better life for people.

23. Mr. Bhuvaneswaran, Nagalapuram, Thuraiyur:

| have come from Thuraiyur. Now, as you said, | am asking a question—not
only to you but to everyone: is cancer caused only by this, or can it occur for other
reasons? Is this the only cause? Now, they are saying that if this scheme is
implemented, it will harm the country. But is the country only good now? The country
is already facing problems.
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Here, explosives are being set off in the Kunnupatti quarry. At that time, no one
raised objections. Even when the quarry came to Sorathur, no one questioned it. In a
town that used to prosper in Thuraiyur, sewage was brought into the Chinna Air. At
that time, when people protested no one came to ltsten Now, when somethmg good
|s berng planned for the town and the country, people try to stop rt '

When you go. out in the sun breathe smoke consume aicohol or eat B

adulterated food don't you risk gettrng cancer‘? If you observe carefuliy, you wrll see |

that explosrves are berng set off in the nearby quarry Stop by the side road and more
- than ten trucks pass within ten minutes. Even then, dust and em;ssaons m;x with the_ Sl

- '_arr won't that also contrrbute to cancer’? There is a weil near the road and rf chrldren o :
- .Iose thelr balance and fall in, dontyou see the potentral danger? AT o

Ef you, argue that thrs prorect causes oniy mrnrmal 1mpact then the same applres: SENY -

| :' to the quarry. If you stop this pro;ect you should stop quarrylng as well They sa|d they o

: ' '._would brmg a garbage dump on Vinayagar Street in Thura;yur recycle rt and send it |
_'_"__to the .big iake to supply drrnk;ng water to the people _When that prOJect was. S

: '__rmplemented no one asked Why do people only questron this pro;ect when somethrng |
' -_posrtrve is being done and notwhen harmful actrons occur’? S

_ You clarm cancer arrses only from thls but people get shrngles measles
'allergres and other. drseases from sun exposure and envrronmental factors How can.

it be sard that rt comes oniy from thrs’? Th;s IS not reasonable Mrnrng in the quarry TS
| contrnues all nrght and [ cannot sleep lfmrnrng is prevented here durrng the day, frst_. S

N prevent rt at nrght there lf mmrng contrnues there lt should contrnue here as well

lf thrs pro;ect does not affect the Irvehhood of the people then |t should be .

'-supponted not opposed If this prorect is stopped then the quarry should also stop.
_ 'Conversely, n‘ the quarry ;s allowed to operate this prorect should aiso be permrtted l

: respectfuily request the Sub Collector to grant permrssron for thrs projeot Thank you N
| and greetrngs ' ' ' L

24. Mr Thrrumurthv. Former Panchayatl President Kottathur'

Amma everyone spoke weII Soil is being removed from many iakes across
Tamil Nadu. However, in our village, the soil has not been removed; the lake is not
deep, and the area is very hilly. When it rains, water flows from all the lakes in this
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vicinity, but our village lake does not retain water—it is shallow, and even if water
comes, it does not remain in the hilly areas.

GEMS has stated that they can remove soil up to two meters. However, even
this two-meter depth does not match the depth of our village lake. Similarly, they
mentioned that they carried out this work in the Naduvalur lake near our village. The
difference between that lake and our viliage lake is only about 100 meters. They also
claimed that there is radiation in it and that it causes cancer. | personally went and
asked the people of Naduvalur, and they said there was no harm because the soil had
been removed safely in their lake.

There are more than 2,000 youth in our village. We firmly state that we will not
hesitate to condemn any illegal work done in the lake. Therefore, you may grant
permission for this project in accordance with government rules. Any illegal work will
be opposed by us. Everyone expressed their opinions in this consultation meeting. if
‘a project in our village goes against the interests of our people, we will not hesitate to
stop it through legal means. You may freely grant permission, but if anything, illegal
occurs, we are ready to fight, he said.

25. Mrs. Maheshwari, Naduvalur:

We have come to this consultation. So far, many government officials have
spoken, but has anyone addressed what needs to be done in a hamlet? These
companies have come to our village with a well-prepared plan. They claim that the air
and water are polluted. However, this company came to my house in this hamlet and
used an air pollution detection device, which confirmed that there is no air poltution in
Naduvalur village.

Despite numerous governments coming and going, little attention has been
paid to the people of any hamiet. These companies have also verified and proven that
there is no air pollution in Kunnupatti village near our village. Moreover, they are not
merely acquiring fand for profit; they have arranged to plant trees such as neem,
pungai and poovarasu, which help provide clean air. By planting trees, we can also
enhance rainfall. We are fully confident that they will grow trees and help sustain life
in this dry land where rainfall is scarce.
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This project is wholeheartedly welcomed not only by our people but also by all
the surrounding villagers. Therefore, | humbly request the authorities present here to

kindly cooperate with this project. Thank you for the opportunity, he said.

26. Mr. Sigith Kumar, Ariyal_ur:

Hello everyone, my name is Sigith Kumar, and | come from Ariyalur. | attended
this consultation meeting after reading about it in the daily newspaper, to observe how .
the proceedings are being conducted. Many people have spoken about the pros and .
cons of the project. From what | have observed, it seems that many people in the area
areunempfoyed,_ Coe D S S
o It was mentioned that the two companies will joinﬂy_imp_iemént this pr_ojef_:t and -
that it will providé employment opportunities for approximately 150 to 300 people. They
also stated that the soil will be extracted to a depth of 2 to 2.5 meters. Some, however,

have expréssed concerns th_ét more soil might be extracted. | believe the local villagers - - -

themselves can prevent any excessive extraction while the work is ongoing. =

B Th_e_ companies assured that the work will be conducted in compliance with the .
rules, that e_mplo_ymenf will be provided, and that when the lake is drained, water will .
stagnate du_ring_the r_a.iny season, preventing water. shortages in the surrounding
villages and helping__to increase_grqundwater _leivells. _i_ also come _fror_n_a_ village that B

faced similar dry conditions. -

~According to the plan, after extracting the soil and separating the minerals, the
remaining soil will be returned to the same lake, which will improve soil quality. During
the rainy season, water wili stagnate, allowing groundwater to percotate and thereby
increasing the groundwater level. Ten years ago, water was available at a depth of
about 10 feet, but now borewells are being drilled 1,00(_) to 1,500 feet deep due to

declining water levels.

When | visited the area, | also observed the prevalence of cak trees and the
decline of agricuiture. Therefore, | welcome this project as it is intended for the benefit

of the local people, he said.
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District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Perambalur:

All comments recorded in this consultation meeting will be submitted to the
State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority in both audio and video formats.
On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and the public, we express our
gratitude to the Honourable Sub Collector for presiding over and conducting this

meeting. With this, the meeting is hereby concluded.
The following particulars are enclosed herewith:

1. Public Notice on Public hearing meeting — Tamil & English

2. Copy of the attendance Register.

3. Video recording of Public hearing meeting in pen drive.

4. Environmental Impact Assessment Report and project summary (Tamil &
English)

5. Petitions received during public hearing meeting — 11 nos.
4~

~ LTKE
District Er(lvjldom:tztm&ﬁ‘eer, Sub- Collector\

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Musiri Revenue Division,
Perambalur Tiruchirappalli District.
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