'I‘i\t?'HNUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED
MARAVARPERUNGUDI LIME KANKAR QUARRY LEASE — III FOR QUARRYING
OF LIME KANKAR & CLAY (BLACK COTTON SOIL) OVER AN EXTENT OF
158.865 HA FOR PRODUCTION OF 28,00,000 TONNES LIME KANKAR (ROM) @
MAXIMUM 1.00 MTPA & 20,00,000 TONNES CLAY (BC SOIL) @ MAXIMUM 1.00
MTPA — UPTO 3.0M BGL — DURING PLAN PERIOD AT S.F.NO. PARTS OF 100, 101,
103, 109, 119 TO 132, 137 TO 141, 404, 407 TO 413, 415 TO 416, 418, 429, 431 TO 435,
437 TO 440 & 442 TO 457 OF MARAVARPERUNGUDI AND PARTS OF 468, 538 TO

544, 683 & 684 OF T.KOPPUCHITHAMPATTI VILLAGES IN ARUPPUKOTTAI
TALUK, VIRUDHUNAGAR DISTRICT, TAMILNADU BY M/S.THE RAMCO
CEMENTS LIMITED, VIRUDHUNAGAR DISTRICT ON 08.08.2025, 11.00 A.M AT
M/S.SATHYA MAHAL, 1/117A, ARUPPUKOTTAI — SAYALGUDI MAIN ROAD,

M.REDDIAPATTI, ARUPPUKOTTAI TALUK, VIRUDHUNAGAR DISTRICT.

Present:
Thiruvalargal:
1 Thiru.R.Rajendiran :  District Revenue Officer,
Virudhunagar District.
2 Er.J. Hamoneth Joesun : District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, -
Virudhunagar District.
3 Thiru.S.Senthivel : Tahsildar,
' Aruppukkottai,
Virudhunagar District.
4 Er.R.Chithradevi Assistant Engineer, :
' Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
_ Virudhunagar District.
5 Er. V. Kalaijothi , ‘ : Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar District.
As per Attendance Register : Government Officials, Public and

Project proponent 218 Nos
(List enclosed).
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1. Mr.Pothiraj, Krishnapuram Village

e
Mr. Pothiraj stated that he is a resident of the Krishnapuram area. Although this area is a small
village its total land area is about 1800 acres. Out of this, he personally owns 40 acres. In the past, due
to difficulties in meeting his sister’s wedding expenses through farm ing, he decided to sell his land. At
that time, hence land brokers offered only Rs. 2,000 per acre. However, as the Ramco Group offered
Rs. 4,000 per acre, he .sold the land to the Ramco Group. He said that, for the past 30 years, no stone
extraction activities h?i';}e been carried out on those 40 acres. Until about 10 years ago, Mr. Pothiraj
himself cultivated the land. Currently, the land has been leased to a family at Rs 2,000 per acre. The
Ramco Group has not raised any objections so far. This company has been providing many benefits.
They participate in vilfage events and have not imposed any restrictions on using specific routes. In
limestone extraction, no explosives are used; only vehicles such as JCBs and- Hitachi are used. As per
Environmental Regulations, machinery is to be operated only at a distance of 1 km from the village, but
they operate from 2-3 km away. Furthermore, in villages where the Ramco Group has purchased land,
they have provided ﬁlﬁ]Cial assistance for temple construction and for Constructing‘individual toilets.
He said that, during ;he COVID-19 period, they distributed groceries to man)g:people. Since cement
prodﬁction takes place ]Ocally, transportation costs are reduced, allowing local people to purchase it at a
lower price. This company has acted in a humanitarian manner, providing employment, Educational
facilities and particular] y providing Notebooks to students.

2. Mr.Kannan, Nilaiyur Kambikudi Village

He said that, about his native place Mandri Oadai village, located in Kambikudi Panchayat,
Kariyapatti Union. ThaZf?area once had about 19-20 irrigation tanks, but a few years ago, it had become
barren land and four years ago on behalf of the farmers in the area he took the initiative to bring surplus
water from the Vaigai River into the tanks. When the canal restoration work began, a breach occurred
due to narrow width and high water flow. Some companies provided financial assistance. Later,
M/s.The Ramco Company directly supplied 600 bags cement at free of cost, and also provided the
required cement at 50% of the market price. Furthermore, with that help, the damaged lake was
restored three years ago, and we utilized the water that would otherwise have flowed into the sea. As a
result, the drinking wzﬁéf shortage in areas such as Aviyur, Arasakkulam, Purandi, and Mangulam
villages was resolved. :Fhe situation where people abandoned agriculture and.miigrated elsewhere for
work was also prevented. Now, the Government has taken up the project and allocated funds. Last
week, the District Revenue Inspector conducted an inspection and confirmed the establishment of a new
canal systein. He requested that this company, which has been supporting farmers, extend its assistance
to more such projects. He concluded his speech by thanking for the opportunity and given that
photographic evidence also.
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He expressed gratitude for the continuous support extended by M/s.Ramco Company in
Environmental-relate&‘éfw"fworks. As an example of Aalamaram’s contributions to Environmental
protection, he cited th; inauguration of an Environmental Park establishment on 70 acres at Pandulgudi
irrigation by the Hon’ble Chief Minister. He also appreciated the M/s.Ramco Company for
collaborating in the “Pollution-Free Rajapalayam” project and working successfully. He stated that
alohg with industrial growth, large companies like Ramco should continue to support Environment-
related organizations such as Aalamaram. Finally, he concluded his speech witi‘1 a request to provide
2,000 saplings with protective fencing every year to the Aalamaram Organization.
o X

6.Former President of Pandulgudi Town Panchayat

The former chairman of Pandulgudi stated that he had previously served as a District Councillor
and, before that, as the chairman of Pandulgudi for five years. He said that the Ramco company began
operations in his village 60 years ago. At that time, the population of Pandulgudi was only about 2,000
people. Today, it has grown to more than 7,000 households. There has bec_g: significant industrial
progress, especially with ample job opportunities provided to local people. As a result, residents did not
have to move elsewhenﬁ,} and people from other places even migrated here. Thl‘lS, Ramco’s contribution
to the village’s develoﬂnent has been substantial. He stated that it is impossible to listout everything
M/s.Ramco has done in flle last 60 years, so he highlighted only some major services from the past five
years&for example, when a request was made to desilt a 100 kanmois then District collector granted
permission for same M/s.The Ramco company has provided the bund at a cost of 228 lakhs. Similarly,
througﬁ the Water Supply Board, pipelines were laid in several villages to\gj‘ovide drinking water
facility. Every year, they distribute 100 to 120 saplings aslo. |

Furthermore, fgsg‘, Environmental protection in Pandulgudi, a park was established and walking
paths were constructed. In a village named Mettupatti, which had no Government land, land worth
Rupees 18 lakhs has been constructed and toilets have been established there. Through such services,
the company continues to support the local people. He mentioned that, all the local body
representatives present their requirements to the company and strive for the village’s development.
Since the M/s.The Ramco has been functioﬁing well for many years, he requestgé the District Collector

to grant permissions to the com pany.

T.Mr.G. Balamurugan,‘Maravarperungudi Village

He stated that, ;1'1; Ramco company has been quarrying stones in their area for the past 20-25
years, and during that time, it has implemented mény good initiatives such as providing drinkirig water
facilities and helping for school students. He also stated that the company continues to fulfill many
requests from the public as possible. He stated that, company during the Aadi Pongal season, when the
village road had been damaged. M/s.The Ramco company repaired it COln]).lE‘te]y within two days.
Serving as the Physical Education Teacher head for 15 years in the primary schbo], he said that Ramco‘
had consistently supported his initiatives, and that this assistance had continued for the past 18 years. In

0 . . . .
conclusion, he stated thaf'they have no objection to Ramco operating the kankar quarry in their area and



teacher but also as a farmer owning 160 acres of land, he pointed out the increasing challenges of
agriculture in the present times. He noted with pride t_hat‘the company, which converts barren land into
productive use, ranks second in South India and fifth in India in its field. He praised the company’s
CSR activities such é?ﬁmproving of schools, raising the quality of Education, and providing purified
drinking water facilities including 1,500-litre capacity of RO plants to higher:_ éecondary schools. He
also commended fand maintenance work, improvement of school premises, reﬁovation of the old post
office building, and initiating renovation works worth Rupees 8 lakh through CSR funds. He stated that
having an industry in the village brings only benefits, not harm. He also, state that, agriculture is
declining due to public disinterest in agriculture and change in nature unpredictalse of weather. When a
farmer calculates his earnings, often the returns do not even cover the costs. Therefore, both as a teacher
and as a farmer, he ex{)iéssed no objection to giving permission for the establishment of the factory. He
concluded by extendiné his best wishes for the company to rise from its current 53]1 place to 1st place in

the country and expressing his gratitude for the opportunity to speak, and ending with thanks,

10.Mr.Satheesh, Environmental Activist

He expressed that he respects the local people's thoughts of preserving their customs, culture,

and traditions, and acknowledged as a fellow citizen the genuine issues they had raised. According to
him, the Government @hould respect the rights of the people and take steps to ensure sustainable
development. In pal“[i(‘:;Lllar, he emphasized that new Job opportunities should given immediately,
permanent housing should be provided to the affected peop’les and efforts ShOL‘l.lla be made to maintain
greenery and Ecological balance. He stated that more trees should be planted and that development
should proceed without causing Environmental pollution and highlighting the need for Environmental
protection and sustainable progress. He concluded his speech by stating that both senior Government
officials and the public should support thes proposed quarry.

11.Mrs.Murugalakshnii, Headmistress at Maravarperungudi School

She said she was pleased to learn from other’s speeches that Ramco C.‘gmpany, along with its
own growth, is also contributing to the livelihood improvement of the surrounding villages. She
mentioned that during the rainy season, when rainwater accumulated in the schéol premises making it
difficult for students to move around, thebompany promptly acted upon the school administration’s
request by laying gravel and leveling the ground with a JCB to solve the waterlogging problem.
Furthermore, she stated\;&:lgat the company has beeh consistently supporting the school by providing
notebooks, slates, prizes during annual day celebrations, repairing the school: compound wall, and
conducting eye check-up camps and general medical camps both in the school and the village to offer
medical assistance. On behalf of the school, she expressed her gratitude and best wishes for the

continued growth of the company’s social service activities. -
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limestene.

15.Mr.Inbasekaran, Arakkonam
He spoke on ;:§mall Works for Livelihood Improvement — This is the nature of M/s.Ramco
Company. He mentigned that Ramco Cement Company is the second-largest company in India, that

limestone is a Very rare resource, and that it is a matter of pride for this company to handle it. He
appealed to the Government to issue an unobstructed clearance certificate immediately to Ramco
company, which has been providing essential basic amenities to public including toilets, financia] help

to temples and Employment opportunities.

l6.Mr.Anandkumar,,Koppuchithampatti Village

He stated that, thr;Tlgh‘the tural development schelﬁe, 67 toilets had been constructed during last
year’s rainy season, when water stagnated in the village, more than ten workers immediately and helped
from M/s.Ramco Company to them. He further mentioned that in the current quarry operations, even
thoﬁgh stones are extracted only up to 3 m, the water level ranges from 10—15 m; however, at present,
the amount of good-quality water in the village has drastically reduced, and the salinity has increased.
Hen}ce,‘»‘ he requested that measures be taken to improve the water level. In addition, although people
from mény villages work in the company, there are very few employees from Koppuchithampatti.
Therefof‘e, he urged thig“’\company to take responsibility for providing job opportunities to Educated

youth from the village.

17.Mr.G0vindarai, Sivalarpatti Village
Mr.Govindaraj, a resident of Sivalarpatti in Vilathikulam Taluk, said that the Ramco company

has been providing various assistance to the four villages under the Sivdlarpatti Panchayat =
Sivalarpatti, Kambathupatti, Melapatti, and Suppulapuram. Recently, the company Provided the

cement Drying Yardrthéy?had requested, and also provided all the necessary items for the consecration

_ceremonies (I(mnbabishhel<aln) of temples in all four villages. Additionally,.by completely desilting and

cleaning the village pond, a place that previously did ot get water even with heavy rainfall now
receives water even with light rains. He stated that M/s.Ramco company, by continuing such
assistance, has been working together like a family enterprise for the welfare of the villages and has
been bringing significant benefits to them. He very humbly requested that all-hecessary approvals be
granted for the projects undertaken by this company.
B

18.Mr.Raja, Dharmapu;ri District

He is from Dharmapuri, works in the public service NGO “Bharathiyar Nagariga Sevai

Sangam.” He expressed his gratitude to the District Environmental Engineer (Virudhunagar), the

District Revenue Officer, and the District Collector for the opportunity to speak at this event. He stated

Lk
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24.

»
the six social groups kin the village, he stated that land can be made available, from the village and
requested the company’s assistance in constructing the hall. Similarly, he requested the installation of a
deep bore well for the public cemetery to ensure adequate water supply. F inally, he emphasized that the

company’s quarrying activities should be carried out in a way that does not cause any harm to the

village.

Mr. Rajapandiyan — lﬁertll Koppuchithampatti Village.

He is from North* Koppuchithampatti village, extended his greetings and thanks to Government

officials as well as M/s. Ramco Company. He expressed pride that his village is the focus of this
project. According to him, Ramco has provided several basic facilities in the village. Many initiatives,
such as drinking water supply and additional toilet construction, have been effectively implemented.
Currently, most of houses have toilets, and drinking water facilities have been provided. However, he
noted that in some areas, drinking water is still required, and the company has acknowledged and
accepted this request. .?_Qwuring heavy rainfall last year, immediate actions were taken, saving several
houses from damages. ‘He also mentioned that employment opportunities are increasing and requested
that these should be expanded further. He noted that the company had fulfilled-the request made in the
previous public hearing meeting regarding a hospital and emphasized that such welfare initiatives

should continue. Finally, he expressed his support for the kankar extraction in their vi llage.

Mrs.Subbuthai — North Koppuchithampatti Village.

He stated that M/s. }_{%{nco Company has provided various toilet facilities may help in their village,
creating many amenities for women. These facilities are being used effective}y by everyone in an
Environmentally safe and pollution-free manner. However, due to limited drinking water supply, he

requested the installation of a Sintex tank in their street.

Mr. Muthu Raja — (Location not specified)

He quoting the great poet Bharathi, “We shall serve both agriculture and industry,” he emphasized
that these two sectors play a crucial role in a nation’s development. He noted that it js encouraging to
see industrial progress in;’a developing country like India, while also highlighting the need for some
small improvements. He mentioned that M/s. Ramco Cement has providec_t_,‘ many social welfare
contributions and he, as a social activist, has previously attended many public hearing meetings to
observe these efforts. As a request, he asked the company to increase tree planting, particularly through
forest creation projects. At present, in Ramanathapuram district, most trees are (Prosopis juliflora);
other types of trees are very few. Therefore, he suggested that company to carry seeds or other usefyl
saplings during travel time and plant them along the roadsides. He noted that planting one or two seeds
per month could result n?gt least 12 trees by the end of the year. Additionally, he requested that local

youth be given priority in Employment so they can contribute to the development of their own village.
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meet the public needs thhout upsetting them and maintain a good reputation. He expressed gratitude to

Ramco Company and the Central Government for utilizing CSR funds for welfare activities.

27.Mr. Chandrasekaran — Koppuchithampatti

He is from Koppuchithampatti, shared his experience as a common farmer during the public hearing
meeting. He stated that while most discussions are dominated by charitable oklgamzatlons he could
directly explain the difficulties faced by residents living near the quarry. He explained that quarry
operations have been ongomg for many years, and the land purchased for farming has trees along the
fences, which are bem% damaged by pigs. Therefore, he requested that all the existing karuvelam
(Prosopis) trees be removed and replaced with useful trees such as neem and tamarind trees, to provide

long-term benefits.

28. Mr. Aasirvadham Muthumari .

Aasirvadham Muthumari shared that his household had been without toilet facilities for 10 years. He
expressed that the recent plowsxon of a toilet by M/s. Ramco Cement has been extremely helpfui.
Furthermore, he mentloned that there are very few Employment opportunities for women in their
village, leaving many without work. He thanked M/s. Ramco Cement and requested that the company

continue to support them and provide job opportunities.

29. Mir. Sunandha Reddy, Environmental Activist.

Sumandha Reddy, a 69-year-old Environmental activist, described hlmself in his speech as

“the first Indian Environmentalist who supported industrial development.” He praised the M/s. Ramco
A

Cement management noting that they provide Employment to people across union territories and more

than 15 sma]lel states. Considering this, he expressed his support for granting permission to M/s.

Ramco Cements lime kankar quarry.

30.Mr.Balaji, Koppuchithampatti Village
Balaji, from Koppuchithampatti v1]]age mentioned that earlier a public hearing meeting was

held at the same mamage hall regarding apploval for kankar extraction in T. Koppuchithampatti
village. At that meetmgé The company came forward to provide all necessary services, committing
services worth at least Rs. 1020 lakh. Further, stated that within a year of the permission being
granted, the company constructed and provided about 67 toilets in the village. Priority was given to
households without toilet facilities, especially for women. Before this meeting! K. K. Raja from his

village had requested the installation of water purification plants for four streets and he is expressed his

full support for that request.

-
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