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MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR THE PROPOSED EXPANSION
OF RAMASAMY RAJA NAGAR CEMENT PLANT BY INCLUSION OF REVAMPED
OLD LINE-II OPERATIONS TO EXISTING LINES I & IIT (OPERATIONS OF ALL 3
EXISTING LINES, AS UPCRADED) & INCREASING THE OPERATIONAL DAYS
FROM 320 DAYS TO 345 DAYS — PRODUCTION ENHANCEMENT OF CLINKER
FROM 1.44 MTPA TO 2.76 MTPA & CEMENT FROM 2.70 MTPA TO 4.00 MTPA AT
TULUKKAPATTI, THAMMANAYAKKANPATTI & VACHCHAKARAPATTI
VILLAGES, VIRUDHUNAGAR TALUK, VIRUDHUNAGAR DISTRICT ON 11.03.2025,
11.00 AM AT M/S.HARI OM MAHAL, R.R NAGAR TO KANNISERI ROAD,
GANDHINAGAR BUS STOP, THAMMANAYAKKANPATTI VILLAGE,
VIRUDHUNAGAR TALUK, VIRUDHUNAGAR DISTRICT BY_ M/S.THE RAMCO
CEMENTS LIMITED:

Present:

Thiruvalargal:

1. R.Rajendran ¢ District Revenue Officer,
Virudhunagar.

2. J.Hamoneth Joesun : District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar.

3. M.Sivakumar :  Revenue Divisional Office,
Sattur,

4. G.Usha Rani ¢ Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar.

5. K.Keerthy Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar.

Public, Project proponent 122 Nos (List enclosed)

The public hearing under EIA Notifications, 2006 for the proposed Expansion of
Ramasamy Raja Nagar Cement Plant by inclusion of Revamped Old Line-IT operations to existing
Lines I & III (Operations of all 3 existing Lines, as upgraded) & Increasing the Operational Days
from 320 days to 345 days‘— Production Enhancément of Clinker from 1.44 MTPA to 2.76 MTPA
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& Cement from 2.70 MTPA to 4.00 MTPA at Tulukkapatti, Thammanayakkanpatti &
Vachchakarapatti Villages, Virudhunagér Taluk, Virudhunagar District by M/s.The Ramco
Cements Limited. The District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar welcomed the District Revenue Officer, Virudhunagar, other government
officials, ail general public and project proponents who have attended the public hearing. He
informed that the public notices informing the conduct of Public Hearing was published in
“Dinamalar” and “Times of India” on 01.02.2025. He also informed that wide publicity was
given about the conduct of public hearing by circulating pamphlets and public announcement
carriedout in autoriksha in the nearby villages on 10.03.2025 of the project site. Further, he
stated that the arrangements for the public hearing had been done as per the guidelines issued
under EIA Notification, 2006. Subsequently, the District Environmental Engineer stated that
the project proponent will make a detailed presentation on the proposed project and requested
the public to express their views after completion of the presentation. He added that the
written statements would also be received.

He also stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the public will be recorded
through videography and the same will be sent to the State Environment Impact Assessment
Authority, Tamilnadu.

The District Revenue Officer, Virudhunagar initiated the Public Hearing process.
After that, the District Environmental Engineer requested the project proponent to explain
about their proposed project.

Then, the Environmental consultant of the project has made detailed presentation on the
project of M/s.The Ramco Cements Limited to the public along with Environmental Management

Plan.

After that, the public has furnished their views with respect to the project as follows —



1. Mr. Balamurugan, R.R. Nagar (Member of the State Committee of the Communist Party
of India): ‘

Mr. Balamurugan said that work was carried out in various locations through the Corporate

Social Responsibility (CSR) fund and welcomed it. He stated that the rural people living around

the industrial area were living below the poverty line. He mentioned that 35 workers directly and
50 workers indirectly benefitted from this initiative and asked for a clarification on what was
meant by "indirect employment." He further said that a total of 85 workers, including the 35
direct and 50 indirect workers, had to be provided employment opportunities for the poor rural
people in the surrounding areas. He mentioned that employment had already been provided and
that it had to continue in the future. He stated that the company had a significant history and that
they only knew the Public Relations Officer of the company, while they did not know any other
officials. He mentioned that they wanted the company to grow further and that their goal was to
support domestic industries rather than foreign companies. He said that they had no opposition to
the foreign company in question. He mentioned that 149 shops were around R.R. Nagar and that
garbage was removed around those shops. He insisted that garbage had to be removed
permanéntly and suggested that each shop had to be provided with two dustbins for collecting

biodegradable and non-biodegradable waste.

He stated that when they went to Rajapalayam, all areas, including the bus stand, were kept
clean under the supervision of the head of the company. He said that whenever trade unions
conducted elections, AITUC (All India Trade Union Congress) won, but there was no such
election there. He mentioned that petitions had already been submitted to the Public Relations
Officer regarding that matter. He stated that under the Jal Jeevan scheme, pipelines had been
installed, but there was no water supply. He requested that a 30,000-liter capacity water tank be
constructed. He also mentioned that more than 100 people resided opposite the power plant and
urged the company to set up a water facility for the residents in that area by installing a 30,000-
liter water tank. He said that his house was located near the company's compound wall. He
mentioned that there was no dust pollution at that time, but earlier, when there was dust, it had
been controlled. He said that dust pollution might occur in the future. At the same time, he stated
that despite the company being the closest large employer in the area, there were no job
opportunities available for the local people. He mentioned that there was no other company along
the national highway. He also said that despite knowing the risks of working in firecracker
factories, people still chose to work there. He mentioned that they believed that working at Ramco

- Company would ensure their safety.



He requested that employment opportunities had to be provided for the people in the
surrounding areas. He mentioned that if someone failed to pass a college exam on their first
attempt, they were not given employment opportunities. He requested that even those who had
studied in Tamil medium and lacked English proficiency but had passed their exams after a couple
of attempts had to be given employment opportunities. He further mentioned that employment
opportunities had to be provided to the 85 local people residing in Sattiram, R.R. Nagar,
Ethilappanpatti, and Karuppannasaripatti. He said that the company was a good company and that
domestic industries had to be developed on par with foreign companies to protect local

employment.

2. Mr. M. Balamurugan, (Husband of the Vachchakkarapatti Panchayat President):

Mr. Balamurugan greeted everyone attending the discussion and said that a company could
grow well and progress only if it increased its production. He mentioned that many people in
Vachchakkarapatti village were living below the poverty line and humbly requested that the
company provide job opportunities for the local people. He said that four years ago, during the
COVID-19 pandemic, they faced a drinking water shortage, which was even reported in
newspapers. He mentioned that during the pandemic, Ramco Company provided oxygen and
saved many lives. He also stated that since the company was established in the area, businesses,
economic activities, and rental income had increased, with houses earning 6,000 to Z7,000 per
month. He expressed that the company should continue to grow. He mentioned that there was a
lot of garbage and requested that, through the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) fund, waste

should be separated into biodegradable and non-biodegradable categories for proper cleaning.

He said that a deep borewell was set up by the company to solve the drinking water problem
in their village. He also mentioned that in the R.R. Nagar area, a water purification station was
installed, providing clean drinking water at Z5 per pot, and that this amount was collected only for
maintenance. However, the company had offered to provide drinking water for free. He stated
that purified drinking water facilities were also set up in R.R. Nagar and Thadangam areas. In the
Adi Dravidar Colony, the company installed a deep borewell and provided a water tank for the
residents. He mentioned that the company had established training centers and toilet facilities for
women's self-help groups to support poor people. He said that under the Jal Jeevan scheme,
pipelines were installed. He mentioned that more than 100 people were living opposite the power
plant and requested a 30,000-liter overhead water tank for them. He also requested that a 60,000-

liter overhead water tank be installed in the R.R. Nagar area.
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3. Mr.U. Karuppaiah, Anaikkaraipatti (President of the 58 Village Relatives Association,
Sathur Region): '

Mr. Karuppaiah welcomed everyone to the discussion and said that people should understand
the benefits the factory had provided, what more needed to be done, and the differences in opinion
that existed. He said that these differences should be resolved, and everyone should support the
factory’s growth. He mentioned that if people approached the company in the right way,
assistance would be provided quickly. He said that when constructing buildings on behalf of their

58 Village Relatives Association, the Public Relations Officer had documented the process.

He requested that the Kolwarpatti kanmoi to Arjuna River area needs to be cleaned and trees
be planted on both sides to create greenery. He also asked the company to provide job
opportunities for graduate students from their villages and expressed his community’s support for
the company.

. Mr. Murugan alias Gauthaman, Pandivanagar, Virudhunagar (Adhi Tamil Peravai):
‘Mr. Murugan greeted everyone on behalf of the Adhi Tamil Peravai and said that they had

been in.contact with Ramco Company for good causes in the past. He mentioned that many
speakers.before him had requested job opportunities and said that this request was made for self-
sufficiency. He said that there were no trees in his area, Pandiyanagar, but about three years ago,
when they informed the Public Relations O‘fﬁcer about the need for trees under the "Aalamaram"
initiative, it was supported as a good cause. As a result, Pandiyanagar had now become a green
area. He mentioned that even during the COVID-19 lockdown, when he contacted the Public
Relations Officer, medical services, emergency assistance, and essential supplies were provided to
all affected people. He stated that firecracker factories did not have enough safety measures. He
mentioned that when an accident happened in the firecracker factory located behind the company,
all emergency medical facilities were provided. He said that housing facilities and independent
work opportunities were given to differently-abled people. He expressed his support for Ramco

Company and requested that its great service continue.

. Mr. Arunachalam, Thammanayakkanpatti Panchayat, Ethilappanpatti Village:

Mr. Arunachalam said that the chairman of the company had done many good things for their
village. He mentioned hearing that production would increase by 40% and stated that they did not
have enough education to understand whether this would cause any negative impact. He
requested that more assistance be provided to their village and that the company should take the

initiative to provide purified drinking water and job opportunities for local people. He mentioned



that they still remembered the help provided by the company during the COVID-19 period. He
expressed that the company should not function like a large corporate entity but rather as a
humanitarian organization. He stated that only the company would know whether the expansion

would have any negative effects and requested that benefits be given to their village.

Ms. Reena (Government Higher Secondary School, Pattampudur):

Ms. Reena expressed heartfelt gratitude to Ramco Cement Factory. She mentioned that the
factory was located near our school and factory had been a strong supporter of school’s
development and student welfare. She stated that as part of its social responsibility, the company
had built a boundary wall for student safety and had implemented a drip irrigation system to
maintain a green environment. She added that the company had not only helped their school but
also provided necessary assistance to nearby villages. She emphasized that as the company
continued to grow, it would not only achieve individual success but also contribute to the overall
development of society. She sincerely appreciated the company’s kindness and generosity and

said they looked forward to continued support in the future.

. Mr. Murugan, Rajiv Gandhi Nagar:

Mr. Murugan said that he had pain in his right eye. He was already aware that a medical and
eye care camp was conducted on the second Sunday of every month. When he got his eyes
checked at the camp, the doctors diagnosed cataracts. They took him to Tirunelveli in their own
vehicle, provided accommodation for three days, performed the surgery, and later brought him
back home in their vehicle. He expressed great happiness and gratitude for this help. He
mentioned reading in the newspaper that Ramco Company planned to expand its factory and
humbly requested that they continue growing and providing more medical assistance to the public.
He also stated that there were no public buildings or facilities for children’s education in Rajiv
Gandhi Nagar and requested that the company complete such facilities, expressing his gratitude

and support for the project.

. Mr. L. Alagarsami, Sengamalapatti Village:

Greetings to the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. I was expressing heartfelt happiness to
everyone who was attending the public consultation meeting. This company was being started in
1961 and was being expanded for the second time in 2004. Now, we were coming for the third

time. 1 was thanking the district revenue officer, district environmental engineer, and sub-collector
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who were participating in this meeting. It was being stated earlier that this was the second largest
production company in Tamil Nadu and the sixth largest in India, and for that, I was feeling very
grateful. However, the PowerPoint presentation was being very clear and beautiful, and for that, .I
was expressing my thanks. Ramco Cement's working days were being increased from 320 to 345
days, which meant 25 more working days were being added. I was thinking that the remaining
days were being planned for factory maintenance. At this moment of production increase, I was
bowing with all my heart to Dharma Rakshakar and speaking. I was never meeting a person like
him before. When he was being in London, he was saying a word — “You must come to India and
see.” At that time, I was not able to meet him. Such a great man and his wisdom, as well as his
son, were needing to bring this sixth place to the second position. This company was needing to
grow more and more. Every word spoken here by each person was being accepted. Even during
the COVID period, the help provided here and the assistance given to me personally were being
remarkable. Whenever I was contacting the public relations officer, immediate action was being
taken without hesitation. I was always striving for water bodies and their protection. When I was
saying that the water bodies must be preserved, action was being taken immediately. Four teams
were being sent, but when they were saying it was not possible, further efforts were being made,
and the work was being completed. Because of that, I was feeling indebted. This company was
needing ‘to grow further. No matter how much I was saying, the people in this company were
working excellently, even during the COVID period. The work done during the pandemic, the
support given to hospitals, the service provided to the people, and the removal of encroachments

in the Arjuna River were being commendable.

When traveling from Vadiyoor to Kolwarpatti, efforts for removing the invasive thron bushes
in the Arjuna River were needing to be continued and a small check dam was needing to be built
through the company. If a small check dam was being constructed, the groundwater level was
rising, benefiting both the company and the farmers of Kolwarpatti. Because of the assistance
provided by the company, hundreds of acres of land were seeing an increase in groundwater
levels, and at the same time, the quality of groundwater was improving. Out of gratitude for this, I
was rushing from Chennai to attend this meeting. I was writing this in my monthly calendar and
reducing the count day by day with excitement to participate. Everything needed for participation
was being told to us by Dharma Rakshakar. This company, under the blessings of Ram
Subramania Rajan, was needing to grow further. This company, which was currently in the second
position, was needing to move to the first position. The company, which was in the sixth place,
was needing to move to the fifth place and then higher. When I was looking at his photograph, I
was feeling that this company was needing to expand even further. It was necessary for the sixth

position to advance to the fifth, and for the second position to rise to the first.



9. Mr. Manmathan from Periya Vadiyur village

10.

He was said that he had been visually impaired since birth and that his father had separated
from the family when he was very young. He was explaining that from then on, Ramco Company
had been like a father to him and had been responsible for his progress. He was mentioning that
the company had been the reason he had been working as a part-time teacher in a government
school. He was saying that he had heared his brother reading the newspaper article about the
expansion of the company. He was expressing that as the factory had been expanding, it had been
creating employment opportunities for many differently- abled individuals and underprivileged
people like him. He was wholeheartedly wishing for the success of this expansion and was

requesting the district administration to provide the necessary support for the project.

Mr. Dayalan Barnabas (C.S.L School for the Differently Abled, Sachiapuram)

He said that they had been providing numerous assistances to differently-abled individuals
since 1980. He was stating that the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) funds should have been
utilized for everyone, but Ramco Company had been helping differently-abled individuals even
before the introduction of CSR funds. He was mentioning that every year, on World Disability
Day, all differently-abled children had been gathered together, and sports competitions had been
conducted for them, with prizes and food being provided along with transportation facilities. He
was explaining that when their school had faced a necessity, they had approached the district
collector, who had sent the Public Relations Officer. He was stating that a paver block road had
been constructed for about 600 feet. He was adding that there had been students in their school
who had been unable to walk, and Ramco had constructed the paver block road for them. He was
mentioning that the road still needed further expansion and that they had been submitting a

petition for it while welcoming the project.

11. Mr. Peter (Velankanni Annai Church, R.R. Nagar Thulukkapatty)

He conveyed that he had seen the announcement in the Dinamalar newspaper on 01.02.2025
regarding the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board's plan to conduct a public consultation meeting
about the proposed expansion of the R.R. Nagar Cement Plant and the increase in operational days
from 320 to 345. He was mentioning that the production capacity had been increased from 1.44
metric tons to 2.76 metric tons for clinker and from 2.70 metric tons to 4.00 metric tons for
cement. He was stating that he had been serving as the parish priest of the Annai Velankanni

Matha Church, located near the Ramco Cement Factory, for three years. He was expressing his
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appreciation for the Ramco Cement Factory and its administration, which had been contributing

significantly to the socio-economic and environmentally friendly development of rural people.

He was saying that he had closely observed and experienced their selfless and humanitarian
services. He was explaining that one of their developmental projects had been the transformation
of an old mining site near Panthankudi into a beautiful environmental park, which had genuinely
surprised him. He was adding that the factory had recently installed a large water purification unit
at the R.R. Nagar junction to benefit the underprivileged. He was stating that they had been
distributing free saplings to those visiting the factory, encouraging greenery in public spaces and
institutions. He was explaining that the factory had also been consistently conducting medical
camps. He was mentioning that when the COVID-19 pandemic had started, the factory had set up

an oxygen plant, which had saved 600 lives.

He was further adding that there had been no communication gap between the
administration and the workers. Even the lowest-ranked employees had been able to interact with
the management without hesitation or fear. He was emphasizing that the factory administration
had alwé{ys maintained a compassionate approach toward socially marginalized people livihg in
nearby V’illages, many of whom had been dependent on the factory for their livelihood. He was
stating that the factory had been creating numerous employment opportunities, ensuring equal
treatment for workers, and providing a satisfying work environment and wages. He was also
highlighting th’at the factory had been maintaining strong relationships with neighboring villages,
schools, and institutions, extending its support whenever needed. He was mentioning that their
church, along with St. Xavier’s Schools in T. Ammampatti and Kannicherypudur, had been
receiving continuous support from the factory. He was stating that every year, the factory had
been providing scholarships to ljnderprivileged students. He was explaining that when they had
been constructing a new school building in Kannicherypudur, the factory had generously donated
2000 cement bags free of cost. He was adding that recently, when students in their school had
been experiencing stomach issues due to borewell water, the factory had installed water
purification systems with water tanks for both schools. He was mentioning that every year in
September, during their church’s annual festival, the Ramco Cement Factory had been setting up
stages, providing drinking water, assisting with cleaning the premises, and arranging decorative
lighting for the Velankanni Matha tree. Additionally, he was stating that the factory had
immediately provided 600 cement bags free of charge to construct a community dining hall in the

church premises at R.R. Nagar. He was explaining that since the church was located near the
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national highway and the factory, people of different faiths and tourists had been visiting, and they
had been looking for a garden to rest. He was further adding that their church premises had
required a high-mast lighting tower and that the factory should fulfil this request. He was
mentioning that, above all, they had already discussed with some administrative officials the
urgent need for a school bus. Since their 98-year-old school had been facing closure due to the
lack of a spacious school bus to transport children from villages, he was once again appealing to
the factory administration to fulfill this essential need to save their school. He was finally stating
that he had wholeheartedly welcomed the expansion of the R.R. Nagar Ramco Cement Plant and

the increase in operational days while expressing his gratitude.

Mr. Muthupandi (Rajiv Gandhi Nagar)

He was expressing his support for the expansion undertaken by the Ramco company. He was
mentioning that he had been a first-year college student and that the company had been providing
him with all the necessary educational scholarships and notebooks for his studies. He was
requesting that similar support be extended to other students like him. He was further stating that
the Ramco company should continue to grow and carry out such initiatives, welcoming the

expansion project.

13 Mrs. Manjula (Government Adi Dravidar Primary School, Sorampatti)

She stated that two years ago, the Ramco Educational Institution provided Smart TVs to 14
Adi Dravidar schools and arranged training sessions for students through volunteers. This
initiative has helped improve the functioning of these schools. Additionally, Ramco has organized
competitions at the school, zonal, and district levels to enhance students' academic and
communication skills, awarding prizes and appreciation certificates. She welcomed this initiative

and requested continued support for Adi Dravidar schools in the future.

14 Mr. Muthuraj (Vachakkarappatti)

He was questioning how effectively the Pollution Control Board had been protecting nature
and to what extent environmental damage had been prevented. He was stating that common
people and low-level workers in the company had no means of knowing the impact of sulfur
dioxide and nitrogen sulfur dioxide in the air. He was emphasizing the need for factories to
educate laborers who relied on them for employment about the nature of acidic and alkaline

chemical substances used in the industry and their direct and indirect effects on air pollution and
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human health. He was adding that if such awareness measures were taken, he would acknowledge
them. He was recalling an incident from 2021 when coal was being transported into the factory
via a railway line passing through a tar road and how a security guard appointed by the factory
had failed to place a railway drop gate to regulate vehicle movement. He was mentioning that, as a
driver himself, while traveling in a four-wheeler near the factory entrance, another person was
approaching from the opposite direction, and due to dust obstructing his vision, neither he nor the
other person had been able to see each other. He was acknowledging that the mistake could have

been his or the other person's, but the real cause of the incident had been the dust in the area.

He was asserting that pollution in the vicinity was indeed a reality. He was pointing out that
the factory officials had not been treating the underprivileged with humanity and that, while 80%
of the needs had been addressed, 20% remained unfulfilled. He was questioning whether the water
treatment plant (RO Plant) opened for the public had been effectively monitored by the company
to ensure its benefits reached the people. He was alleging that power was being misused by local
authorities and that services were extended only to their close associates, ultimately tarnishing the
company's reputation. He was mentioning that, as a YouTuber, he had collected public opinions
about the factory and found that while 80-95% of people had expressed positive views, 5% had
raised concerns solely due to pollution. He was urging the company to take corrective measures to
gain the confidence of 100% of the people. He was suggesting that public consultation meetings
regarding the factory expansion should have been widely publicized through pamphlets and
loudspeaker announcements in all villages, but he had observed that such announcements had

been limited to areas close to the factory.

He was highlighting the lack of proper transportation and drinking water facilities in many
villages. He was referring to a 1987 survey that had recorded a groundwater level of 75 feet near
the Arjuna River, while a 2023 survey had indicated a drastic drop to 350-550 feet. He was
asserting that farmers dependent on the Arjuné River had been severely affected and that, despite
the government restricting borewell digging beyond 450 feet, the expansion of the cement factory
had led to further depletion of groundwater. He was recommending that the company should
acquire only non-agricultural land for expansion and that a mutual agreement should be signed
with landowners to ensure benefits for both farmers and the company. He was suggesting that
borewells should be set up in acquired land and that crops grown there should be purchased
directly by the company. He was urging that factory workers, both direct and indirect, should be
provided with benefits like ESI and PF.
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He was narrating an incident where, while working under a contract laborer during a night
shift, an accident had occurred due to a machinery malfunction, and the contract laborer had
immediately asked them to leave. He was emphasizing that when they had exited the premises, no
one had checked their documents or asked any questions, and he was insisting that such
approaches needed to change. He was mentioning that 300 people had been living in Sanarpatty
and that nearby villages such as Ramakuduvanpatty and Irulampatty had been facing
transportation issue. He was requested the authorities to improve transportation facilities and
ensure bus services for school children and elderly people in villages like Pattampudur and
Vachakkarappatti. He was suggesting that the number of migrant workers from North India
should be reduced and that more employment opportunities should be provided to local workers.
Finally, he insisted that assistance provided by the Ramco company should be distributed directly

to the people.

15. Mrs. Sangareswari (Kannicheripudur):
She shared that her son, a differently-abled person, had worked at the Ramco Muppandal plant

for a few days. Due to an accident in 2012, he is now unable to walk without crutches.
Additionally, his father is also differently-abled. She requested the Ramco company to provide her
son with a job opportunity. She expressed her prayers for the growth of the company and

welcomed this project.

16. Aarthi (South Indian Transgender Association, Thoothukudi):

She highlighted the societal neglect faced by transgender individuals and requested Ramco to
help construct houses for 23 transgender people. Ramco responded by donating 1,200 cement
bags free of cost and completing the construction, allowing them to move into their new homes.
Additionally, during the floods in Thoothukudi, Ramco immediately provided food and essential
supplies to affected transgender individuals. The company also arranged tailoring training for 15
transgender individuals living in Amutha Nagar, Thoothukudi, and announced plans to open a
tailoring shop for them soon. She expressed her hope that as Ramco continues to grow, the
assistance provided to the transgender community would double. She welcomed and supported the

project.
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17. Mr. Bharat (Teacher, Ramamurthy Government Higher Secondary School,

Naduvapatti):

He stated that the implementation of Ramco’s "5S" plan had reduced pollution at the plant. He

also acknowledged that the same plan had improved the infrastructure of his school, making it
better.  He suggested that the thorny Velikaruvel trees surrounding the quarry at
Melachinnayapuram and- Gokulampatti should be removed, and abandoned quarries should be
used to collect rainwater. He recommended that the government and Ramco should clear weeds
from the banks of the Arjuna River and plant palm trees and fruit-bearing trees. This, he said,
would provide employment opportunities to nearby villagers. Under the Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) scheme, Ramco had funded %12 lakh out of the %38 lakh required to build a
compound wall for the school. Additionally, Ramco had provided 32,36,000 to help construct an
auditorium. He urged the company to create more job opportunities for educated youth by
establishing new industries. He expressed his wishes for Ramco’s continued growth and extended

his support for the project.

18. Mr. Ramasamy (Thavil Vidwan, Virudhunagar):

He expressed his gratitude to Ramco for providing meals three times a day for the past 16 years

during the music festival held in Virudhunagar. He mentioned that his music school trains
underprivileged students and requested support from Ramco to provide thavil and nadaswaram

instruments for them. He wholeheartedly extended his support for the plant expansion.

19. Mr. Manimuthu (Aram Trust, Sattur):

He stated that his trust provides training for students preparing for government competitive
exams and has also offered free sewing machines for women undergoing tailoring training. He
requested Ramco to adopt the trust. He emphasized that a nation prospers only when domestic
production increases, and he firmly believed that the expansion of the plant would serve as a
beacon of hope for the underprivileged. He acknowledged that Ramco has been actively
implémenting various social welfare schemes, as mentioned by previous speakers, and expressed

his strong support for the expansion project.
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20. Mr. Kumaresan (Sigaram Youth Welfare Club, Anjampatti):

He mentioned that his village had faced drinking water issues, leading to kidney stone
problems among the residents. In response, Ramco had installed a water purification system worth
¥7 lakh, which resolved the issue. However, the system is currently non-functional, and he
requested Ramco to repair it. Additionally, he sought assistance in setting up a cremation facility

in their village. He conveyed his best wishes for the expansion project.

21.Mr.Arumugam(Thulukkapatti):

He pointed out the lack of basic amenities in nearby villages and the prevalence of kidney
stones and salt-related health issues among the people. He requested Ramco to organize medical
camps. He also raised concerns about dust pollution caused by industrial and public vehicles using
the service road opposite the plant, which affects hundreds of daily commuters. He urged the
company and pollution control authorities to take necessary measures. Furthermore, he
emphasized the need to prioritize local employment and ensure that local residents are informed
about job interviews. He stated that water scarcity is already an issue and might worsen with the
expansion. He concluded by urging Ramco to conduct public consultation meetings in all

surrounding villages.

22. Mr.Maheshwaran (District Secretary, Dharma Rakshana Samithi):

He reiterated that pollution levels from the plant remain within permissible limits, as stated
by previous speakers. He asserted that Ramco has not caused any harm to the people and that
some individuals are spreading misinformation. He emphasized that even those who oppose the
plant have benefited from it in some way. He highlighted the development in R.R. Nagar
following the establishment of the plant, including the arrival of a railway station, bus stand, and
post office. He acknowledged that Ramco provides equal job opportunities and suggested that
local residents enhance their skills and qualifications to match the company’s requirements. He
expressed support for the plant expansion and urged Ramco to further contribute to the welfare of

surrounding villages.

23.Mr.Satheespandi(Karuppannasaripatti):
A resident for over 30 years, he pointed out that many of the previous speakers were affiliated
with the plant or had benefited from it, which influenced their views. While he acknowledged the

positive contributions of Ramco, he emphasized that some people have been adversely affected as
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well. He noted that the meeting was held on a Tuesday when many affected residents were away
for work, limiting their participation. He urged the company to conduct consultations in all four
nearby villages to ensure comprehensive feedback. He raised concerns about water stagnation on
roads during the rainy season due to the lack of proper drainage systems. Additionally, he
mentioned that heavy vehicles parked on the roads after 6 PM obstruct public movement. He
believed that the company could address these issues and urged them to take necessary steps. He
also suggested conducting medical camps to examine respiratory and water-related health issues
among the locals. Given that the plant has been operating for 65 years, he stated that soil
“conditions might have changéd and recommended further consultations with the public on this

matter before proceeding with the expansion.

24.Mrs. Meenambal (Tailoring Training School):

.She shared that her training center has provided tailoring education to over 1,000 women over
the past 13 years. Every year, two batches of 30 women receive six months of training. Ramco has
been instrumental in supporting the center by offering free sewing machines to underprivileged
women and widows, helping them achieve financial independence. She welcomed the expansion

project.

25. Shivagnanapuram Transgender Community:

They expressed gratitude to Ramco for providing 900 cement bags to help construct six green
homes for their community. They also requested continued support for their welfare and extended

their best wishes for the plant expansion

26. Mr. A. Marimuthu (Ettilappanpatti Village, President, Adhiparasakthi Weekly Worship
Center): ‘

Welcoming all attendees, he introduced himself as the leader of 800 people in the area and a
district secretary of the BJP’s spiritual wing. He stated that the prosperity of Ramco has paralleled
the growth of their village. He noted that for four generations, villagers have been employed at the
company. He countered claims of pollution by highlighting that people continue to buy land near
the factory, construct homes, and set up borewells, which he said is proof of a livable
environment. He emphasized that Ramco provides job opportunities for locals and that most
nearby villagers work at the plant. He shared that on the birthday of the plant's founder, villagers

visit his statue to pay respects, receive free meals, and benefit from donations such as free sewing
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machines. He mentioned that their village land had been given for the factory’s establishmeit, and
they continue to support it, believing that the factory’s growth will lead to their own progress. He
stated that they had submitted written petitions requesting drinking water, toilet facilities, and
employment opportunities. Ramco has assured them of assistance. Additionally, he requested the
company to clean the nearby pond, build sanitation facilities, provide construction aid, and offer
job opportunities to educated youth. He expressed concern over a government-run liquor shop
located along the road leading to the village, where school and college students face harassment
from alcohol consumers. He requested to renovate the alternate the sand road for students' safe
passage to avoid the liquor shop. Finally, he reaffirmed his support for the company, referring to

it as "our factory," and expressed his hopes for its continued growth.

27. Mr. Ganesan (President, Water Users Association, Periya Vadiyur Village):

He expressed gratitude to the company for providing tree saplings along with protective nets and
soil. He mentioned that four years ago, a petition was submitted to build a check dam near the
company in the Arjuna River, and it is currently under review. He requested the Revenue
Department to expedite the process to resolve the drinking water issue. He also pointed out that
the check dam areas near Vadiyur and Kannicheri have overgrown with invasive trees, which
should be removed. He suggested developing a playground in that space for public benefit. He

extended his support for the expansion, believing it would help resolve local water issues.

28. Mr. K. Manimuthu (Founder & President, Aram Trust);

He shared that his trust, headquartered in Sattuf, runs free residential training camps in
Alangulam. Over 25 students have secured government jobs, and more than 20 are currently
undergoing training. He acknowledged Ramco’s contribution, including 10 free sewing machines
and support for tailoring classes that benefited over 30 women. He requested additional assistance
in the form of computers and printing equipment for administrative purposes. He emphasized the
trust’s contributions in education, economic empowerment, social development, spirituality, and
environmental initiatives. Additionally, he highlighted support for temple renovation projects,

including the Sri Andal Temple at Srivilliputhur. He mentioned that school children have received

uniforms, books, and other aid. Stating that both the company and the community should grow

together, he welcomed the expansion project.
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29. Former Panchayat President, Thulakkapatti:

Funding the annual festival and renovation at Sri Kaliamman Tempie in Karuppannasari Village

Constructing a 200-meter-long, 3-meter-wide paver block road

Installing a 100-foot-high electric tower light

Digging a 400-foot, 4.5-inch borewell

Supporting temple renovations and borewell construction in Anjampatti and Thulakkapatti

South Street :
Installing 100-foot-high tower fights in Rajiv Gandhi Nagar and other locations

District Environmental Engineer:

He acknowledged public participation in the hearing and summarized the key concerns raised.
He noted that while Ramco has contributed to social development, people have also voiced the

need for:

@

More local employment opportunities

Advanced pollution controi measures to prevent air pollution
Efforts to mitigate groundwater depletion

Sanitation improvements in surrounding villages

He assured that written petitions and verbal statements were recorded in audio-visual format
and would be submitted to the Tamil Nadu Poliution Control Board via the District Revenue
Officer, Virudhunagar. Since no further participants came forward 1o speak. he concluded the

public hearing.

Following this, the District Revenue Officer of Virudhunagar asked if there were any further
comments regarding the project. As no additional opinions were expressed by the public, the
District Environmental Engineer summarized the proceedings and thanked ali participants for
their involvement.

District E
Tamilnadu

The meeting came to the end.

s s

7 1 bl -

District Revenue Officer,
Virudhunagar District.

vironmental Engineer,
ollution Control Board,
irudhunagar

Enclosures:

1.

v

Copy of press release (Public Notice published in Tamil & English ) for notifying the
Public Hearing meeting.

Copy of attendance sheet of the Public Hearing (Toatal pages 14 & 122 persons)

Copy of public hearing proceedings in pendrive {Audio & Video) is attached.

Written petitions submitted by the public.
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