Minutes of the Public Hearing conducted at M/s. Jaithri Kalyana Mandapam,
located on Chithathur Main Road, Cholavaram Village, Vembakkam Taluk,
Tiruvannamalai District, on 17.07.2026 at 11.00 A.M., for the proposed

Tmt.T.Poornima Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry Project over an extent of
3.52.0 hectares in Survey Nos. 496/2, 98/1A, 98/1B, 98/1C, 98/1D1, 98/2A
& 98/2B of Palli Village, Cheyyar Taluk, Tiruvannamalai District, for

obtaining Environmental Clearance.

Participants:

1. Thiru. S.R.N. Mathuchezhiyan,
Deputy Collector,
Tiruvannamalai. » :
(Representative of the District Collector, Tiruvannamalai)

2. Thiru. V. Jayakumar,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruvannamalai.

3. General Public
As per enclosure.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruvannamalai

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Tiruvannamalai, in his. welcome address, extended a warm welcome to
the Deputy Collector, who had presided over the Public Hearing conducted in
connection with the proposal of Tmt. T. Poornima for obtaining Environmental
Clearance for the proposed Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry to be established
in Survey Nos. 496/2, 98/1A, 98/1B, 98/1C, 98/1D1, 98/2A and 98/2B of
Palli Village, Cheyyar Taluk, Tiruvannamalai District. He also welcomed the
villagers from the surrounding areas who had gathered in large numbers to
express their views, environmental activists, officials from various Government

Departments, members of the press, and police personnel.

He further stated that, as per the provisions of the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification, 2006, it is mandatory to conduct a

Public Hearing before granting Environmental Clearance for quarry projects of
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this nature. The objective of the Public Hearing is to inform the public about
the proposed project and to obtain the views, suggestions, and objections of
the people residing in the surrounding areas. Accordingly, the present Public
Hearing was being conducted in compliance with the said statutory

provisions.

. He further informed that the project proponent had submitted the
application for conducting the Public Hearing about one month in advance,
and with the approval of the District Collector, the venue and date for the
Public Hearing were finalised. In accordance with the prescribed procedure, a
public notice was published in both Tamil and English daily newspapers on
04.06.2026. Subsequently, details of the Public Hearing were also uploaded
on the official website of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board for the
information of the general public. As a result of these notifications, a large
number of people had assembled to participate in the Public Hearing.He
further stated that, two days prior to the Public Hearing, adequate awareness
had been created in all the villages surrounding the project site through the
distribution of pamphlets, display of posters, and announcements made using
vehicles fitted with public address systems. Consequently, the Public Hearing

was being conducted with the participatidn of the public.

He requested all the members of the public present at the meeting to
express their valuable views, suggestions, objections, or concerns regarding
the proposed Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry project clearly, briefly, and
without any hesitation. He informed that all the views expressed during the
Public Hearing would be duly recorded through audio and video recording as
well as in the proceedings of the meeting for consideration while deciding on

the grant of Environmental Clearance to the project.

Before commencing the Public Hearing, he requested the Deputy

Collector to address the gathering with a few introductory remarks.



Deputy Collector, Tiruvannamalai

The Deputy Collector, on behalf of the District Adminiétration, extended
a warm welcome to the members of the public, environmental activists,
representatives of the press, and Government officials who had assembled for
the Public Hearing. He informed the gathering that an opportunity would be
provided to each participant to express his or her views individually. He
therefore requested all the participants to present their views clearly and
concisely.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruvannamalai

It was informed that, prior to the commencement of the Public Hearing,
the Project Consultant would present the details of the proposed project
through a PowerPoint presentation. The participants were requested to
carefully watch the presentation, understand the salient features of the project,
including its likely benefits and environmental impacts, and thereafter express
their views, suggestions, or objections based on the information presented. The
Project Consultant was then invited to make the presentation on the proposed

Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry project.

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Consultant, Thiru. Bala

Subramani, Global Mining Solutions, Salem.

Thereafter, Thiru. Bala Subramani, Environmental Impact Assessment
Consultant for the Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry Project of M/s. Tmt. T.
Poornima Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, welcomed all those who had
attended the Public Hearing. He delivered a detailed presentation through an
audio-visual presentation, explaining the proposed Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry Project, its operational activities, and the Environmental Management

Plan (EMP) proposed to be implemented during the operation of the project.

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control

Board, Tiruvannamalaj

The District Environmental Engineer stated that members of the public,

representatives of  non-governmental organisations, environmental



enthusiasts, and environmental activists could come forward one by one to
express their views. He requested them to first state their name and the name
of their village clearly before presenting their views. He further stated that all
the views expressed during the Public Hearing would be recorded through
audio and video recording and incorporated in the proceedings, which would
be forwarded to the Government for consideration. He assured the gathering
that the proceedings would be conducted in a transparent manner and that
all the views expressed would be forwarded to the Government without any

omission or alteration. He then invited the participants to present their views.

Accordingly, the following members of the public expressed their views

and suggestions.

1. Mr. Prathap, Palli Mettu Nagar Village:

Mr. Prathap stated that he strongly denied the claim that adequate
publicity for the Public Hearing had been given through pamphlets and
announcements made using loudspeakers. He stated that no one had visited
his village to inform the residents about the Public Hearing. Addressing the
gathering, he asked the villagers whether anyone had come to their village to
make announcements through loudspeakers or distribute notices, and
asserted that no such announcements had been made and no pamphlets
had been distributed.

He further stated that there were already four quarries operating in
their village. He recalled that, whenever permission was granted for a quarry,
the authorities had insisted that tree saplings should be planted as part of
pollution control measures. However, he questioned whether the authorities
had ever verified whether tree plantations had actually been carried out in
any of the existing quarries. He further asked whether anyone had seen tree
saplings being planted in even a single quarry as promised for environmental
protection. He emphasised that their village was one of the worst affected
due to the existing quarries. He stated that the villagers were already facing
severe water scarcity because of the existing quarry operations and asked
the gathering whether they were struggling every day to obtain drinking
water. He further remarked that while people might be given Rs.1,000 for

attending the meeting and leave after a day, it was the villagers who
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treat the matter lightly and urged them to understand the seriousness of the’
issues involved. He then enquired whether any Panchayat representatives
were present at the meeting. He specifically asked whether the Maniyakarar
or any other Panchayat functionaries had attended the meeting and
requested those present 1o inform him whether the Panchayat

representatives Were inside or outside the venue.

He further alleged that many of the people attending the meeting were
unaware of its purpose and had attended only because they were paid
Rs.500 as daily wages. Addressing the women present, he questioned
whether they knew the purpose of the meeting and stated that they had
merely been informed that it was & meeting without being given any details

regarding the proposed project.

He further stated that the Panchayat was facing a severe drinking
water shortage and questioned whether the authorities were aware of the
hardships experienced by the villagers in obtaining even & pot of drinking
water. He alleged that 1o Panchayat representatives had attended the
meeting and stated that the Panchayat administration should have been
aware of and addressed the issues faced by the villagers. He further alleged
that the Panchayat administration and the Maniyakarar were responsible for
the prevailing situation. He questioned whether the authorities had verified
the presence of any Panchayat representatives at the meeting and stated
that it was the responsibility of the Panchayat to inform the public about the
purpose of the Public Hearing. He questioned why no representatives of the

Panchayat had attended the meeting.

Continuing his address, he reiterated that the people were unaware of
the purpose of the meeting and alleged that they had attended only for the
payment of Rs.500. He requested the authorities to keep the Panchayat staff,
including the Clerk and the Maniyakarar, under proper supervision. He
reiterated that the Panchayat was facing a severe drinking water crisis and
that the villagers were dependent entirely on canned drinking water. He
categorically stated that the proposed Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry was
not required and that the villagers were not willing to accept the project. He

further alleged that the people had not attended the meeting to support the



grant of permission for the quarry but only for the payment offered. He
stated that the villagers were facing numerous problems and were
continuously demanding the supply of river water, but no effective action
had been taken so far. He concluded by requesting the authorities to provide
river water to the village and to resolve the prevailing drinking water

problem.

3.Mr. Prakash, Palli Mettu Nagar Village:

Mr. Prakash stated that he asked the members of the public assembled
at the venue whether they had been informed that the meeting was being
conducted in connection with the proposed Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry
or whether they had merely been invited to attend a "meeting." He stated that
the people informed him that they had been invited only for a "meeting"
without being informed of the actual purpose. He further asked the gathering
whether they were in favour of the proposed quarry, to which several members
of the public responded that they were not. He then questioned why they had
attended the meeting if they opposed the project and whether they had come
only to express their opposition to the proposed quarry. He further questioned
why the actual purpose of the meeting had not been disclosed in advance and
alleged that the participants had been invited individually without being
informed about the proposed project. He also questioned why the Public
Hearing had not been conducted at a larger venue within the village when four

villages were likely to be affected by the project.

He further alleged that people had been invited individually and paid
money to attend the meeting. He stated that, in a similar manner, several
matters relating to the village were handled without the knowledge of the
general public and alleged that only a few individuals from the village were
involved in such matters and received the benefits, while nothing was done for
the welfare of the village. He emphasised that if the proposed quarry was
likely to affect the village, it was the responsibility of the villagers to oppose
the project. '



He further stated that whether the amount paid was Rs.500 or Rs.1,000,
it would only provide a temporary benefit for a single day, whereas the
villagers would continue to face severe drinking water scarcity in the future.
He alleged that the people were unaware that the proposed quarry would
further aggravate the existing water shortage. According to him, if the
proposed quarry commenced operations, even the limited quantity of water
presently available would no longer be available, and the situation would
become more serious. He stated that the villagers were already spending
about Rs.30 for a can of drinking water and asked the gathering whether they
agreed with such a situation and whether they supported the proposed
quarry. When he asked the gathering whether the village required the
proposed quarry, the members of the public responded that they did not want
the project. He then questioned why they had attended the meeting if they
opposed the proposal.

He further stated that the Government had prescribed several conditions
for quarry operations, including the planting of tree saplings, environmental
monitoring, verification of groundwater quality, assessment of pollution levels
in wells, and identification of other quarries located in the vicinity of the
proposed site. He questioned how many quarries were actually being
inspected by the authorities and whether the required inspections were being
carried out by the Government. He further questioned which Government
Department had conducted water quality analysis, including pH testing, in

the area.

At that stage, the District Environmental Engineer requested him to
confine his remarks to recording his views on the proposed project.
Thereafter, Mr. Prakash requested that the authorities conduct a detailed
assessment of the drinking water quality in their village. He stated that the
villagers themselves were unaware whether such studies had ever been
undertaken in their area. He alleged that the drinking water available in the
village was already contaminated and expressed apprehension that the quarry
operations would further affect the groundwater quality. He further stated
that while some people might attend the meeting for the monetary payment

offered, the long-term consequences of water pollution and air pollution would
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consequences.

4.Mr. P.K. Murugesan, Palli Village:



views on the proposed quarry, but had merely been informed that a meeting’
was being conducted. Addressing the gathering, he asked whether it was true
that they had attended only because they had been informed about a meeting
and in the expectation of receiving some monetary benefit, whereas the actual

purpose was to conduct a Public Hearing regarding the proposed quarry.

He further questioned whether any officials or representatives of the Palli
Panchayat, including the Panchayat functionaries, had attended the meeting.
He asked whether they had informed the villagers about the Public Hearing
and stated that many residents of the village were still unaware that such a
meeting was being conducted. He further stated that the villagers came to
know about the visit of the officials only on the morning of the meeting and
alleged that no prior information regarding the Public Hearing had been
communicated to the village. He also alleged that previous quarry projects had
similarly been initiated by inviting only a limited number of persons, providing

them with refreshments and a payment of Rs.500.

Continuing his address, he questioned whether any member of the
public could honestly state that they had willingly consented to the
establishment of a quarry in their village. He stated that several quarries were
already operating in the locality and questioned whether anyone would
voluntarily support the establishment of yet another quarty. He asserted that
no one had genuinely consented to such projects and stated that this had
been the prevailing practice for a long time. He further stated that the villagers
had hoped that the present Government would act in their interest, but
expressed concern that the same practices were continuing without the
knowledge of the public. He further explained that the existing quarries were
located in the upper reaches of the area, whereas his village was situated in
the lower terrain towards the south, through which the natural groundwater
flow occurred. He stated that water stored in the Palli Lake irrigated the
agricultural lands situated downstream and similarly supplied water to
villages such as Irumandhangal and Mottur. He explained that the
groundwater and surface water available in these areas ultimately originated
from the upstream water bodies. Under such circumstances, he stated that it
could not be said that the existing quarries had caused no adverse impact,

and alleged that the available drinking water had already become saline.
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He further stated that the quality of drinking water had deteriorated
considerably and that many people in the area were suffering from kidney-
related ailments. Although he stated that no conclusive evidence was available
to establish the exact cause of such ailments, he expressed apprehension that
the proposed quarry would further aggravate the existing situation. He
explained that the proposed quarry was situated in the downstream portion of
Palli Village and expressed the view that deep excavation at the site would
result in groundwater draining into the quarry pit, thereby reducing the
availability of groundwater in the surrounding villages. He questioned how the

villagers would receive drinking water if the groundwater accumulated in the
quarry pit.

He further stated that he was 25 years of age and that, to his knowledge,
the Irumandhangal Lake had never been desilted. He alleged that although a
project board indicating an expenditure of Rs.9.5 lakhs for improvement of the
lake bund had been erected, no actual desilting work had been carried out. He
questioned why greater importance was being given to quarry projects while
no effective measures had been taken by the Government to improve drinking
water facilities. He further questioned whether the elected representatives had
been chosen for such purposes and expressed disappointment that the
villagers continued to face hardship without receiving any meaningful
assistance. He stated that the people should have the opportunity to express
their views freely so that the decision regarding the proposed quarry could
truly reflect the wishes of the affected public. He further stated that if the
people unanimously opposed the project, it should not be permitted. However,
he expressed the view that the authorities had not clearly informed the public
that the project would be approved only if the people consented and would not
be permitted if they opposed it. He therefore questioned how the exercise

could truly be regarded as a Public Hearing.

After the District Environmental Engineer informed the gathering that all
the views expressed during the meeting would be recorded faithfully and
forwarded to the higher authorities without omission or alteration, Mr.
Jothilingam stated that the villagers were wunaware whether such

transparency had been followed in previous Public Hearings. He reiterated
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that the villages in the area were already facing severe drinking water
shortages and asked the gathering whether anyone could honestly say that
the drinking water problem had been resolved. He stated that, when the basic
necessity of drinking water itself remained unresolved, the villagers were not
in a position to accept further depletion of natural resources through
quarrying. He requested the Government to discontinue the proposed project,
ensure proper storage of water in the surrounding lakes, undertake desilting
works wherever necessary, and implement effective water conservation
measures. He further requested that the Government formulate and
communicate a comprehensive plan for improving water storage in the lakes,

stating that this was the primary requirement of the villagers.

Concluding his address, he alleged that whenever complaints regarding
drinking water shortages were submitted, the authorities closed the
complaints without conducting field inspections, whereas they responded
promptly for meetings relating to quarry projects. He further alleged that,
instead of inspecting the affected areas and water channels, photographs were
taken after deploying sanitation workers to create an impression that the
complaints had been addressed, following which the complaints were closed.
He reiterated that drinking water scarcity was the most serious issue faced by
the villagers and that no effective solution had been provided despite repeated
representations. He therefore expressed his complete opposition to the
proposed Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, stating that the project would

further aggravate the existing drinking water crisis in the area.

6. Tmt. Alamelu, Palli Mettu Nagar Village:

Tmt. Alamelu stated that she wished to raise one important issue. She
observed that all those present were expressing their concerns regarding the
proposed Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry. However, she pointed out that the
project proponent had already purchased the land and that the proposal had
reached the stage of Public Hearing only after obtaining the necessary
statutory approvals from the Government.

She further stated that Gram Sabha meetings were conducted in every
village and questioned whether the members of the public present had ever

participated in such meetings. She remarked that many of them had not
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attended the Gram Sabha meetings in the past. Referring to the statements
made by the participants, she observed that many had stated that they were
merely informed about a meeting and had attended on that basis. She also
pointed out that similar Public Hearings had been conducted earlier for other
quarry projects and that the public had also participated in those meetings.
She further remarked that if the participants had genuinely opposed the
proposed project, they could have left the meeting immediately after learning
its purpose. However, she noted that no one had done so and stated that each
person was aware of the reason for attending the meeting, though she did not
wish to elaborate further.

She emphasised that, instead of expressing their grievances only at the
Public Hearing, the villagers should also raise their concerns before the
appropriate Government authorities. In particular, she suggested that the
Block Development Officer (BDO), the Panchayat Secretary, and other
concerned officials should be questioned regarding the issues affecting the
village. She stated that, although the participants were expressing their
grievances through the microphone at the Public Hearing, the same concerns
should also be placed before the responsible authorities for appropriate
action.

Concluding her address, she stated that the village was facing a severe
drinking water shortage and that women were struggling every day in search
of drinking water. She explained that the women had to spend considerable
time and effort every day to obtain water for their households. She therefore
requested the authorities to take effective measures to permanently resolve
the drinking water problem in the village. She appealed to the Government to
ensure that the village received an adequate and reliable drinking water
supply and requested the authorities to provide river water to the village, if
feasible. She further stated that, as the resources of the village were being
utilised for developmental activities, the authorities should also ensure that
the basic needs of the villagers were addressed. She concluded by earnestly
requesting the authorities to take suitable action to resolve the drinking water

problem faced by the village.
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7. Thiru. Satheesh, Palli Village:
Mr. Satheesh stated that all the officials were seated there after having

three meals a day, whereas many of the people who had come to the meeting
might not even have two meals a day and might have attended the meeting
after having only one meal. Recalling the words of Mahakavi Bharathiyar,
"Every human being should have food to eat, and the world should be uplifted
by imparting manifold education," he stated that all the hard-earned income

of the people was meant only for the welfare of their children.

He further stated that only if the people stepped into the muddy fields
and worked hard would their children be able to have food to eat. Referring to
a historical incident relating to Bhagat Singh, who had devoted a major part of
his life to the Indian freedom struggle, he stated that Bhagat Singh was
awarded the death sentence for throwing a bomb in the Legislative Assembly
in the year 1928. He further stated that Bhagat Singh had requested that he
should not be hanged but instead be shot. Explaining the reason for the
same, he stated that Bhagat Singh had made such a request because he did
not want his feet to be away from the soil of Bharat Mata even for ten minutes
while being hanged. He further stated that death was the same, whether by
hanging or by being shot.

He pointed out that land, water and air were the three most important
basic necessities for every human being. He further stated that every one of
them was a farmer and that they were all living by depending upon
agriculture and that there was no one who was not dependent upon
agriculture. Addressing the members of the public, he emphasised that
agriculture was their livelihood. He further stated that if a crusher was
established today, it would mean that one generation would be lost, and
therefore requested everyone to think carefully before taking any decision. He
cautioned that all the officials present at the meeting would leave after
completing their official duties, whereas it would be only the future

generations of the local people who would suffer the consequences.

He referred to a crusher located at Nazarathpettai near Thachur and

stated that, among the 136 families residing there, every family had been
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affected by ailments such as kidney failure and cancer. He further stated that
everyone would express their views and leave the meeting and that the
amount of Rs.500 or Rs.1,000 being given on that day was not important.
Continuing his speech, he stated that this was an issue affecting future
geﬁerations of the public. He warned that if they lost their land today, nothing
would remain for them in the future. Recalling the patriotic song of Namakkal
Kavignar, "India is my country; sing it every day," he stated that outsiders
would come, claim benefits and leave, whereas it would be only the Tamil
people who would continue to suffer in the years to come. He further stated
that this land belonged to the people. He stated that everyone would express
their views and leave, but it would be only the future generations of the local
people who would face destruction. He reminded the gathering that the
drinking water they consumed, the air they breathed and the food they ate it
all depended upon this land. He therefore requested everyone to think
carefully before making any decision. He concluded his speech by thanking
the gathering.

8. Thiru. Anand, Palli Mettu Nagar:

Thiru. Anand stated that borewells had been drilled at various locations
in their area during the past one and a half months. However, he stated that
both the borewells that had been installed had become defective and remained
under repair. He further stated that it was only after submitting
representations to all the concerned authorities, including the Block
Development Officer (BDO), and after staging a protest, that the motors were
replaced. He stated that, even after the motors were replaced, water was
supplied only for two days. He further stated that, even during those two days,
water was supplied only on one day. He stated that, at present, water was not
being supplied from either of the two motors and questioned what else the
villagers could do under such circumstances. He further stated that he could
afford to purchase drinking water by paying Rs.30 per day, but questioned
whether all the poor and economically weaker people in the village could afford
to spend Rs.30 every day for purchasing drinking water. He stated that it was
certainly not possible. He stated that the area was already facing severe
drinking water scarcity and warned that, if the proposed Crusher was

established, the groundwater level would further decline and the drinking water
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shortage would become even more Severe. He therefore categorically stated that’
they were expressing their strong opposition to the establishment of the

proposed Crusher.

He further alleged that none of the people who had assembled at the
meeting knew the real purpose of the meeting and that, till then, they were not
even aware of the reason for which they had been invited. Addressing the
gathering, he asked whether anyone present knew the purpose of the meeting
and asserted that none of them knew it. He therefore stated that the proposed
Crusher was not required in their area and that they did not want such a
project in their Panchayat. He concluded by stating that the authorities could
undertake any other development activity, but the proposed Crusher was not

required in their area.

9. Mr. Harikrishnan, Palli Village:

Mr. Harikrishnan stated that the points made a short while earlier by Tmt.
Alamelu was absolutely correct. He further stated that the question raised by
her as to why so many people had come all the way to the present venue, when
they were unable to attend a Gram Sabha meeting conducted just about ten
metres away, was a very valid and welcome question. He further stated that he
wished to raise a small doubt before the Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO)
present at the meeting. He questioned that, if the proposed quarry was to be
established in Palli Panchayat, why the name of Irumandhangal had come up
in connection with the meeting. He further stated that the people from
Irumandhangal had come all the way to the venue, but they themselves did not
even know the purpose for which they had come. He questioned whether

anyone among them would come forward to explain the same.

He then enquired whether his speech was audible to those present. He
further questioned why so many people had come from Irumandhangal and
Palli Mettu Nagar and for what purpose they had travelled such a long
distance. He further questioned whether there was no Community Hall
available at Palli itself for conducting the Public Hearing and asked whether the

meeting could not have been conducted there itself.
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He insisted that an explanation should be given as to why the people had
been called to a place located so far away. Referring once again to the point
raised by Tmt. Alamelu, he questioned the members of the public as to how
the people from Palli Mettu Nagar, who were unable to attend a Gram Sabha
meeting, had managed to come all the way to the present venue. He further
questioned why no one was speaking or opening their mouth in response to

the question.

He further stated that representatives from the Company's side had
attended the meeting, but questioned why the Village Administrative Officer
(VAO) and the village staff had not attended. He further questioned what their
problem was and whether they would not attend the meeting. He further
stated that, when Irumandhangal Village had faced a drinking water problem,
water had been transported by bullock cart. He questioned that, now that the
proposed quarry was coming up in the area, where the people would go for
water. He further pointed out that, in the past, water had been transported by
bullock cart to the people of Irumandhangal Village. He concluded his address
by stating that, due to the absence of groundwater, the borewell was not

functioning today.

10. Tmt. Jayanthi Rajiv Gandhi, Pallipettu Nagar Village:

Tmt. Jayanthi Rajiv Gandhi stated that the authorities should provide
the necessary drinking water facilities to their village. She further stated that,
apart from the above, the concerned authorities should strictly comply with all
the rules and specifications prescribed by the Government for the proposed
Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry project, including the quantity of explosives
to be used and the depth up to which quarrying should be carried out. She
further requested that proper drinking water facilities should be provided to

their village. She concluded her address by thanking the gathering.

11. Thiru. Thanthoni, Pallipattu N agar Village

While speaking, Thiru. Thanthoni stated that he had also participated in
many of these public hearing meetings earlier and had presented their

grievances on several occasions., Referring to the people who had come to
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attend this meeting, he said that many people keep asking, "Why have you '
come? Why have you come?" He pointed out that when one person came here,
another person followed him, and many others came thereafter. He stated that
the public had come here only to understand the matter, and therefore no one
should question them as to why they had come. He further stated that they

should only express the grievances that they have.

He stated that it would be good if the Government could provide a
borewell through the Panchayat. Since the crusher operators are going to earn
several crores of rupees as profit or income, he requested that they should
contribute a small portion of it by deepening the borewell for their drinking
water needs. He further mentioned that he had earlier attended public
hearings for three crusher units and spoken there as well. However, not even
a single crusher had been stopped so far, and all of them were functioning
automatically. He challenged anyone to name a single crusher that had been
stopped because of the requests made by the public during a public hearing.
He reiterated that not even one crusher had been stopped and that all of them

continued to function automatically.

Continuing his speech, he stated that even if all the people who had
come to this meeting collectively stood up and walked out, or even if they
remained inside, signed the attendance register and left, this crusher project
would definitely be implemented. He further remarked that even if someone
were to set himself on fire outside, this crusher would still come into
operation. Therefore, he said, they should think about what benefit this
project would bring to the village. He also stated that what the previous
speakers had said that the village had not received any water because of the
crusher was completely correct and that there was nothing wrong in saying
SO.

Therefore, he requested that, if possible, the crusher operators should
deepen one or two more wells or make arrangements to bring river water to
their village. Only after making such arrangements should they commence the
crusher operations. He further stated that the public should understand that,
whatever they did, this project was not going to be stopped. He remarked that
the time they had already spent sitting in the meeting itself was more than

enough.
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He advised the public that they should instead request the authorities to
provide essential facilities such as drinking water or streetlights, which their
Panchayat was unable to provide. He requested that they should not come
here merely to blame the staff or the landowner. He stated that those persons
had come here only because they were acting under the instructions of their
higher authorities, and that they could not directly say anything on their own.
He concluded his speech by stating that it would be reasonable to ask for
facilities such as streetlights, electric lights, and water in the wells to be
provided to their village. After that, no representation continued from the

public for providing comments.

12. Tmt. Nirmala, Pallippettu Nagar Village:

Tmt. Nirmala stated that it is the local people who would be affected if this
crusher is established, and therefore everyone should be a little more cautious. She
stated that basic amenities in their village are very inadequate and that clean
drinking water is not available. She pointed out that if the crusher starts operating
and excavation is carried out to greater depths, it is the general public who will be
severely affected by the resulting water scarcity. She further stated that even at
present, the situation is such that people have to go from house to house carrying
two pots of water. She respectfully requested that the explosives permitted by the
Government should be used strictly in accordance with the prescribed procedures

so that no harm would be caused to the village or its people.

She further stated that since all the men go out for work, only women and
children remain in the houses during the day. She explained that whenever
blasting is carried out in the quarries, the resulting vibrations cause the houses to
. shake, which frightens the children, forcing them to live in an atmosphere of fear
and insecurity. She stated that they are being told that the crusher is proposed to
be established ten kilometres away, yet its impacts are being experienced at such
close proximity. Therefore, she requested that it would be greatly appreciated if

assistance could be provided to locate the crusher a little farther away.

She further stated that the foremost problem faced by their village is the
shortage of drinking water. She expressed her concern that no one seems to

understand the fact that the more the land is excavated, the less likely it is that
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water will be available. She stated that even at present, the quality of the water is
poor, and when it is boiled, salt-like deposits accumulate on the surface. She
further stated that many children are suffering from health problems and
considerable hardship as a result of consuming such water. She pointed out that,
without giving thought to this issue, everyone had gathered and was sitting here as
a crowd. Finally, she requested that the drinking water problem be resolved and
that adequate drinking water facilities be provided for the benefit of all the people.
She concluded her speech by expressing her thanks.

13. Thiru. Jothilingam, Irumanthangal Village:

While once again presenting his views, Thiru. Jothilingam stated that some
of the points made by the speakers before him were indeed true. He stated that,
irrespective of what happens, this quarry would eventually be established, and that
this had been the pattern followed until now. Recalling the statement made by the
previous speaker that even if someone were to set himself on fire, this quarry would
still come into operation, he said that everyone should think about what their own

situation would be if they were all placed in such circumstances.

He further explained the suggestion made by the previous speaker that the
quarry may come, provided that all their wells were desilted, after which water
would become available. He requested everyone to understand the reality that if a
large pit is excavated in the middle of a small depression, not even a single drop of
water would remain in that smaller depression. He pointed out that the
groundwater and all the surrounding water would eventually accumulate only in
the large pit. He further stated that the water collected in that pit would also be
contaminated with explosive residues, and therefore it could never be used as
drinking water under any circumstances. Hence, he stated that it is absolutely
impossible to expect that water would become available in one pit merely by relying

on another smaller pit.

Referring to the statement made by the previous speaker that there was no
use in blaming senior officials, he alleged that none of the officials had informed
them in advance about the purpose for which this public hearing was being
conducted. He acknowledged that it was true that one person came to this meeting

first and many others followed, and admitted that all of them had come in the same
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manner. However, he questioned whether, after gathering here, they should not at
least understand the actual situation. He stated that, after coming to know that the
proposed quarry would have a severe impact on them, it was their responsibility to

express their opposition to the project.

Similarly, he stated that if, irrespective of what the public did, the quarry
would somehow be established, then the public should ask themselves whether it
was true or not that they had elected the present Chief Minister (CM) who is
heading the Government. He questioned whether they had not elected a leader and

entrusted authority to the officials with the hope that good would be done for them.

Continuing his speech, he stated that all the officials appointed by the Chief
Minister (CM) are today drawing their salaries from the taxes paid by the public. He
further pointed out that all the officials present there, including those attending the
meeting, are also paid from the people's money. He questioned for whom the
officials were working and stated that they ought to work for the welfare of the
people. He further stated that when the people are already facing a drinking water
problem, they believed that if the people said they did not want this project, the
authorities would not proceed with it. It was with that belief that they had elected

the present Chief Minister during this term.

He further stated that, in the past, many crusher units had been established
and commenced operations even without conducﬁng proper public hearing
meetings. Since the people were unable to do anything at that time, they had
brought about a change in the Government. He stated that if the same thing
continued to happen even after bringing about a change in the Government, the
public should think about how they could accept such a situation. He stated that it
was only to prevent such wrongs from happening that all of them had gathered

together and were requesting that this project should kindly not be implemented.

He further stated that they had already been facing severe drinking water
scarcity, and since this project would once again result in water-related problems,
they were requesting that this proposal should not be brought forward repeatedly.
He also requested that if any of the people present had differing opinions or
objections to his views, they should kindly excuse him. Further, he stated that if a

drinking water crisis were to arise in the future, the people gathered there today
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would themselves be among those standing alongside him in the struggle for
drinking water, and he wished to place this on official record. He reminded
everyone that this village had already experienced a period when people had to

climb down into wells and manually scoop water using small containers.

He further stated that, under the present circumstances, where it is being
said that rainfall may fail due to climate change phenomena such as El Nino, if
more stone quarries are established in the area, the same severe situation would
once again be repeated. He remarked that he might somehow be able to climb down
into the quarry and obtain water, but questioned what the elderly people gathered

there would do in such a situation.

Therefore, he requested the public to understand that they would certainly
face drinking water problems if this stone quarry is established. He further stated
that merely desilting a small well or pond would not solve their water problem,
because the actual reality is that water from all the surrounding water bodies
would eventually drain and accumulate only in the quarry pit. He pointed out that
everyone present there was already aware of this fact. He concluded his speech by

expressing his thanks.

14. Thiru. Bhakkiyaraj, Palli Village:

While speaking, Thiru. Bhakkiyaraj stated that all the stone quarries
established earlier were located on one side, namely above Pallippettu Nagar.
However, he explained that the proposed new stone quarry is to be established in a
central location surrounded by villages on all sides, namely Irumanthangal Village

to the north, Palli Village to the west, and Pallimettu Nagar to the south.

He stated that the proposed new quarry would result in three major
impacts. Firstly, since the quarry is proposed to be located on the downstream side
of their lake, the groundwater table would be completely depleted. Secondly, he
stated that air pollution in their area would increase significantly as a result of the
quarry. Thirdly, he pointed out that Irumanthangal, Palli Village, Palli Colony, and
Pallimettu Nagar are all situated very close to the proposed quarry site, within a
radius of about 300 metres. Consequently, the noise and vibrations caused by
quarry blasting would be experienced every day, and there would be a very high

possibility of cracks developing in houses that were not constructed with adequate
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structural strength. For these reasons, he stated that the entire local community
was opposed to the establishment of the proposed new stone quarry in their area.
He clarified that all the members of the public who had participated in the public
hearing had expressed that the quarry should not be established and that not even

a single group had spoken in favour of the quarry.

Continuing his speech, he asked the members of the public present
whether anyone supported the establishment of the quarry. He pointed out that not
even a single individual or group had come forward during the public hearing to
record an opinion in favour of the quarry. He further stated that if the quarry were
still to be established despite such overwhelming public opposition, and despite the
authorities being fully aware of that opposition, then it could not be considered a
democratic country. He remarked that if the quarry were to be approved even after
so many people had expressed their opposition at such a large public hearing, then
it would not be a democratic country but a lifeless one, and that everyone would
have to accept that reality. He further stated that if anyone present at the \meeting
genuinely supported the quarry, they were free to raise their hands, and he was
prepared to respond to them. He stated that he wished to know where such

persons came from and how far they lived from the proposed quarry site.

Finally, he requested all those present who opposed the quarry to raise
their hands, and many members of the gathering raised their hands. He stated that
people tend to focus only on the Z500 or ¥1,000 being offered, whereas they would
eventually have to purchase drinking water at a cost of 230 per day. He pointed out
that this would amount to ¥300 for ten days and approximately ¥900 to ¥1,000 per
month solely for drinking water. He stated that protecting the village from the
proposed quarry was essential for safeguarding their livelihood, the future of their
descendants, and the welfare of their children. He further stated that sufficient
quarries had already been established within their Panchayat and that, if
additional quarries were allowed to come up, the future of their coming generations
would be severely affected. He concluded his speech by formally expressing his
opposition to the establishment of the proposed stone quarry.
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15. Thiru. Prakash, Pallimettu Nagar Village:

While speaking again, Thiru. Prakash stated that one section of the people
had expressed their opinion in favour of the proposed quarry, and since it was their
personal opinion, he was not saying that they were wrong. Similarly, he stated that
another section of the people had expressed that they did not want the quarry. He
questioned whether the quarry operators were properly complying with all the rules
and regulations prescribed by the Government. He further asked whether anyone
knew how many people in their village were currently suffering from kidney stone
problems. He stated that no one seemed to realize that these health issues were
arising because of the impacts caused by the stone quarries. He pointed out that,
apart from kidney stone problems, many people were also suffering from asthma
due to air pollution. He further questioned whether anyone knew how many cattle
had died in their village so far. He stated that when blasting is carried out in the
quarries, the dust generated settles on the grass, and cattle die after grazing on
such contaminated grass. Referring to the increasing salinity of the groundwater,
he questioned whether any officials were testing the pH level of the water. He stated
that if all these aspects were compulsorily examined, the actual situation would
become known, but no one was conducting such studies. Finally, he stated that no
matter how much the public protested, the authorities continued to bring these

stone quarries whenever they wished.

Continuing his speech, he questioned whether any stone quarry had ever
been completely stopped after the public had struggled against it. He stated that
the authorities somehow managed to bring every quarry into operation. He further
stated that not all the villagers who had come there had come collectively as a
village, but rather it appeared as though each person had been brought
individually. Under such circumstances, he questioned when and by whom a
solution to all these issues would be found. He requested that whatever was done
should be done collectively for the benefit of the entire village. He alleged that many
people, instead of acting on behalf of the village as a whole, approached the matter
individually, claiming that they would take care of it and obtain the village's
consent, and in the process secured certain personal benefits for themselves. He
emphasized that whatever was done should be done for the welfare of the village,
and that the benefits should reach everyone in the village. He pointed out that

when a temple is constructed, it is done for the benefit of the entire village, and
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similarly, even if any monetary assistance is provided, it should be given for the
common benefit of the village. He further stated that their village was presently
facing a severe shortage of water and that there was no water available at all. He
then questioned the officials as to what they were going to do to address the

village's drinking water requirements.

He further asked whether any of the quarry owners were present at the
meeting and requested that, if they were present, they should come forward. He
stated that the village should collectively discuss the matter with them and ask
them to provide an appropriate response. He questioned whether they should
approach the Government regarding the quarry owners or whether there were any
owners belonging to the village, and requested that such persons be asked to come
forward. He stated that no matter how much they tried to prevent them, stone
quarries continued to be established in the area. He further stated that they had
already conducted meetings and struggled against four stone quarry proposals, yet
the quarries had still been established. He acknowledged that many people in the
village had expressed support for the quarry and reiterated that he was not saying
that their opinion was wrong because it was their personal view. However, he
stated that he belonged to the group that opposed the quarry and that this opinion
should also be officially recorded.

He accepted the statement made by the District Environmental Engineer
that all the views expressed during the meeting would be properly recorded and
forwarded to the higher authorities. He nevertheless insisted that the names of the
owners of the proposed stone quarry should now be disclosed and that they should
be asked to come forward and stand before the gathering. He stated that the
villagers wished to discuss the matter collectively with the quarry owners and
deliberate on what measures could be taken to ensure that the village would not be

adversely affected.

In response, the District Environmental Engineer explained that the purpose
of the meeting was to record the views expressed by the public regarding the
proposed stone quarry, that all such views would be forwarded to the higher
authorities, and that the requests made by the public would be taken into

consideration while granting approval for the project.
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Following this, Thiru. Prakash stated that he wished to place a request
before the quarry owners. He stated that, since the quarry operators continued
with the project despite the repeated efforts of the public to stop it, studies should
be conducted on the groundwater level and salinity in the areas surrounding the
quarry. He further requested that studies should also be carried out to determine
whether any adverse impacts were being caused by the use of explosives for
blasting, and whether air pollution was being generated. He stated that it would be
sufficient if all the prescribed rules and regulations were strictly followed. He added
that kidney stones and kidney failure were occurring because of these activities,
but people were unaware of the actual reasons behind these health problems.
Finally, he reiterated that whatever was done should be done for the common

benefit of the entire village and concluded his speech.

16. Mr. Kannadasan, Palli Mettu Nagar Village:

Mr. Kannadasan stated that, at present, everyone in the village was
speaking about the drinking water problem. However, he pointed out that this
Crusher project was not coming to their area for the first time. He further
pointed out that this was the fourth Crusher project to come to their village.
He recalled that, whenever quarries had come to the village in the past,
around twenty people from the village used to go together as a group to the
quarry seeking donations, stating that it was for the celebration of Dr.
Ambedkar's birthday, or requesting house pattas, or seeking employment for a
member of their family, and that they used to visit the quarry as a group for
such purposes. He questioned that, whenever a few persons had approached
the quarry management individually with such self-interested motives, what
the large gathering of people, who were now speaking so much, had been
doing at that time. He further stated that all the members of the public had
been receiving various benefits required for their day-to-day lives and that the
concerned person had never paid money individually to anyone. He stated
that, whenever any problem ai‘ose in the village, they themselves were unable
to resolve it. He further pointed out that, whenever they personally faced any
problem, they themselves approached the same quarry management seeking a
solution. He therefore stated that, under such circumstances, he was
compelled to ask why all the members of the public attending the Public

Hearing had come there and were seated at the meeting.

26



Continuing his speech, he stated that, when the quarry project was
proposed for the first time, they might not have been aware of the problems
that could arise because of it. However, he stated that the situation was now
different and that, after listening to the opinions expressed by all the villagers,
the members of the public had become confused as to whether they should
support one side or the other, and therefore they were raising their hands one
way at one moment and another way at another moment. He further stated
that, if the money presently being given to them was stopped, none of them

would even get up from their seats.

He further stated that if the doors of the hall were opened, they could
see whether anyone would stand up and leave saying, "I do not want money;
my village is more important to me," and suggested that they see whether
even a single person would do so. He remarked that everyone had come there
only to meet their day-to-day livelihood needs. He further advised the public
that, if the village faced a drinking water problem or if any damage was
caused to their houses due to the operation of the crusher, they should boldly

approach the concerned persons and raise the issue.

He further stated that, if they faced such problems, they should obtain
the appropriate remedy from the owner. He stated that they should boldly
approach the owner and say, "If my house is affected, I will question you." He
further stated that the drinking water problem should also be taken up
directly with the owner. He stated that, instead of doing so, four persons alone
should not decide that this was not a problem or that was not a problem. He
further stated that, when there were four thousand people living in the village,
it was not proper for only four persons to take decisions on behalf of all the

four thousand people.

He stated that he would raise his hand only for what he personally
required. He further stated that, since he was an auto driver by profession, if
any problem arose to his house, there was nothing that he himself could do.
He therefore stated that, whoever was responsible for causing such a problem,
he would approach that person directly and obtain a solution for himself. He
further stated that there was nothing wrong in doing so. He requested the

members of the public to approach the appropriate person from whom a
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solution to their particular problem could be obtained and secure the '
necessary remedy. He stated that there was nothing wrong in doing so and

concluded his address by thanking the gathering.

17. Tmt. Selvi, Palli Mettu Nagar Village:

Tmt. Selvi stated that everyone present was saying that the Crusher should
be stopped. However, she stated that, till date, not even a single Crusher had ever
been stopped. She further stated that Public Hearings like the present one would
be conducted, that the people would be given Rs.500 or Rs.1,000 and that the

people would receive the money and leave.

She further stated that, merely because so many people had assembled and
were requesting that the project be stopped, the proposed Crusher would not be
stopped. She pointed out that, in any event, the quarry operators were going to
operate the quarry. She therefore stated that, if they were going to operate the
quarry, they might as well do so, but requested that the authorities should
necessarily provide the required drinking water facilities in such a manner that

neither their livelihood nor the livelihood of their children would be affected.

She further requested that necessary measures should be taken to ensure
that their children were not affected and that their houses did not develop cracks
due to the use of excessive explosives. She stated that even those engaged in
blasting would carry out blasting only to earn their livelihood and that, just as
they were earning their livelihood, she and her children should also be able to

earn their livelihood in the years to come.

She further emphasised that the quarry operators should use only such
quantity of explosives as permitted by the Government and that the project should
be carried out in a proper manner so that their houses did not suffer any damage.
She stated that this was the only point she wished to place before the gathering
and that she had nothing further to say. She concluded her address by thanking
the gathering.
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18. Thiru. Prathap, Pallimettu Nagar Village:

Thiru. Prathap, while continuing his speech, referred to the statement made
by some people that compensation would be paid for damaged houses. He stated
that members of the public construct their houses by spending %10 lakhs or %15
lakhs. He questioned whether, if such houses were damaged due to quarry
blasting, they could be properly repaired with the 330,000 or 50,000 offered as
compensation. He asked the public whether they build houses merely for their
own lifetime or with the intention that the houses should remain for generations
to come. He pointed out that everyone builds houses for the benefit of future

generations.

He further stated that, after constructing a house through years of hardship,

if the establishment of the crusher results in the house developing cracks,
suffering structural damage, or collapsing, would the compensation of 320,000 or
¥30,000 be sufficient to restore it? He further questioned whether the public
expected that, after the present generation, no one should remain in the village
and that all their children should leave the village. He emphasized that the houses
were built to serve generations of their families and that the 310,000 or 320,000

offered by the quarry operators would not compensate for such losses.

He stated that if all the people united and strongly opposed the proposed
crusher project, it could be prevented from being established. He further stated
that all such proposals had originated during the previous Government and that
no approvals had been granted during the present Government. He then cited an
example by asking whether, if a person entered someone's house and stole %10,
that person would agree if the house owner said, "You have entered my house, so
instead of stealing %10, take only %2." He remarked that, similarly, once the quarry
is established, the public would only be in a position to request the operators to
reduce the quantity of explosives used for blasting. However, he questioned
whether anyone had ever personally verified whether the quarry operators would
actually comply with such requests. He stated that once the concerned persons
gained entry and commenced operations, the public would thereafter be unable to

do anything against them.

Continuing his speech, he further stated that if a thief was allowed into one's

house and was told to take only ¥10 out of the 1,000 available and leave the
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remaining 3990 behind, no thief would ever agree to do so. He urged the public to
understand this reality. He questioned why these people had come there to take
away their livelihood and means of survival. He alleged that the concerned
persons were now attempting to deprive the people of their rights. He stated that,
in reality, they should have come to meet the public, whereas it was the public
who had travelled all the way to meet them, which itself was a mistake. He stated
that arrangements for conducting the public hearing could have been made in the
school located in their own village and that the meeting could have been held
there itself. However, as soon as the authorities announced that the meeting
would be conducted elsewhere, the public had travelled about two kilometres from
their homes to attend it, and he remarked that this was their mistake. He further
stated that if the people had remained in their village instead of travelling such a

distance, the officials themselves would have come to meet them.

He stated that whether the public accepted ¥1,000 or refused it was entirely
their own choice, but that even such money could have been distributed in their
own village. He questioned why the public should travel to meet the concerned
persons for that purpose. He further questioned why they should become
subservient to those who had come to exploit their land and village, and stated
that those persons ought to come to the village instead. He questioned the officials
as to whether this public hearing could not have been conducted in the village
itself and whether all the necessary arrangements could not have been made
there. He pointed out that, although there was a large playground in the village
school, the public had been made to gather at the present venue where there was
not even sufficient space for everyone to sit, forcing many people to remain
standing. He further questioned whether even a single drop of drinking water had
been provided to the members of the public attending the meeting and asked
whether they had at least been given one pot of drinking water. He concluded his
speech by stating that what should be done thereafter was entirely for the public

to decide.

19. Thiru. Thanthoni, Pallippettu Nagar Village:

Thiru. Thanthoni, while once again presenting his views, stated that all the
officials present at the meeting had repeatedly been saying that the views
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expressed by the public would be forwarded to the higher authorities. He pointed
out that some of the people present at the meeting knew very well who those
higher authorities were, whereas none of the members of the general public

gathered there knew who they were.

He requested the officials to kindly inform them as to who those higher
authorities were, stating that they themselves would directly go and meet them to
present their views. He insisted that the officials should disclose who the higher
authorities were. He further stated that educated youngsters might have some
knowledge about these matters, but none of the people gathered there clearly
knew who the higher authorities were. He concluded his speech by stating that, if
the officials identified those higher authorities, they would travel there by bus or
lorry, to the best of their ability, and meet them in person to present their

concerns.

20. Thiru. S. James, Pallimettu Nagar Village:

While speaking, Thiru. S. James stated that all the members of the public
gathered at the meeting had expressed their views. He pointed out that nearly half
of them were in favour of the proposed quarry, while the remaining half opposed
it. Referring to the proposed stone quarry that is to be established in their area, he
stated that the people were aware under whose permission it was being
established, which Government was currently in power, and that reports would be
forwarded by the Department of Geology and Mining to the higher authorities. He
further stated that everyone present already knew who those higher authorities
were. He remarked that there was no need for him to separately explain to the
people about the Government that was presently in office. He further stated, as
mentioned by the previous speakers, that the drinking water problem was the

most important issue affecting their area.

He pointed out that their Panchayat comprises nearly eight villages, out of
which two or three villages are facing severe drinking water scarcity. He stated
that Pallimettu Nagar Village would be the village most severely affected by this
water shortage. Therefore, he requested the officials to ensure that adequate
treated drinking water facilities are compulsorily provided so that the village would

not face any shortage of drinking water.
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Continuing his speech, he stated that the Perumal Temple in their village
was in a highly dilapidated condition and requested that it should be renovated
and restored. He further stated that the public had requested the construction of
a new Pillaiyar Temple in the village, and accordingly requested, on behalf of the
villagers, that such a temple be constructed. He also stated that there were many
poor and economically weaker people in their village, including people who had
been abandoned because of debt. He therefore requested that the quarry
proponents should compulsorily extend whatever monthly assistance they could

to those suffering people.

He further stated that, apart from these few requests, he had no objection
whatsoever to the establishment of the proposed new stone quarry in their area.
Continuing his speech, he stated that the concerns and needs of the people of the
area could be fulfilled through this project. He pointed out that merely because a
few individuals in society opposed the project, it would not be stopped. Therefore,
he advised the public that, once the project came to their area, they should make
the best possible use of it to their advantage. He stated that the villagers should
request the quarry proponents to provide all the basic amenities required by the
local community, obtain the consent of everyone concerned, and secure the
facilities needed by the village. Finally, he stated that, apart from the requests
already made, he had no problem whatsoever with the establishment of the

proposed stone quarry in their area and concluded his speech.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruvannamalai

Thereafter, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board, Tiruvannamalai, stated that if any other member of the public
wished to express his/her views, they might come forward and do so. He further
stated that those who wished to submit their views directly through written

representations might submit their petitions before the officials present in the hall.

After the members of the public had submitted their petitions, the District
Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruvannamalai,
expressed his sincere thanks, on behalf of the District Administration and the
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, to all the members of the public who had
participated in the Public Hearing and expressed their views both orally and

32



through written petitions, as well as to all the other Government officials, members

of the press and police personnel who had attended the event.

He further informed that all the views recorded during the Public Hearing,
together with the audio and video recordings of the proceedings and the Tamil and
English transcripts of the minutes of the meeting, would be submitted to the
Environmental Impact Assessment Authority of the Government of Tamil Nadu,
with the approval of the District Collector, for the purpose of granting
Environmental Clearance. He further informed that all the views expressed by the
public would be placed before the Authority and would be taken into consideration

while granting Environmental Clearance, wherever applicable.

Thereafter, he declared that the proceedings of the Public Hearing stood

concluded and thanked everyone for their participation.

w“&w“w

District Environmental Engineer, Deputy Collector,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruvannamalai.
Tiruvannamalai.
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