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TAMIL NADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting of M/s.Teru Murugan Blue Metal Rough Stone
and Gravel Quarry located at S.F.No. 1'34 & 135/1, Thennilai East Village, Pugalur
Taluk, Karur District over an Extent of 6.83.5 Hectares held on 06.05.2025 at 11.00
A.M in V.P. Kalyana Mahal, No. 762/2, Covai Road, Kaatumunnur, K.Paramathi Via,

Pugalur Taluk, Karur District.

Participants
1. Thiru. M. Kannan,

District Revenue Officer,
Karur District.

2. Er. V. Jayakumar,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Karur District.

3. Participants — As per List.

District Environmental Engineer:

The District Environmental Engineer in his welcome. address on behalf of the District
Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board welcomed all the participant to
attend the Public Hearing. Also, M/s.Teru Murugan Blue Metal Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry has applied to conduct a Public hearing regarding the quarrying. According to the
Environmental Impact Assessment Notification, 2006 order, Public Hearing meeting of
Public Hearing opinion for the above project has been made mandatory. So the Public
Hearing meeting is being held on today's date. In this regard, an advertisement has already
been made in Daily Thandhi on 25.03.2025 and The New Indian Express on 25.03.2025 in
Tamil and English Newspapers and the copies of the Environmental Impact Assessment
Report related to this project were placed for Public Hearing views at the District Collector's
Office, District Industrial Centre and Panchayat Union Office a month ago. He also
informed that the Public Hearing announcement about the meeting was made through
loudspeaker, leaflets and posters on 03.05.2025 in Thennilai and surrounding villages. He
also informed that the summary report in Tamil and English related to the said project has
also been uploaded on the website of Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board for Public
Hearing viewing. Then the District Revenue Officer asked him to preside over the meeting.

District Revenue Officer:

The District Revenue Officer who presided over the address, welcomed the
audience to the Public Hearing. He has informed that Public Hearing meeting for
M/s.Teru Murugan Blue Metal Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry is being conducted as per

government guidelines. He also said that the information related to the project has already
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been uploaded on the websites. He then asked the general Public Hearing to express their
views clearly and concisely without any hesitation. He informed that all the opinions of the
Public Hearing participating in this meeting will be sent to the government without any
discrimination. He also said that the project consultants of the company are currently going
to explain the information related to this project to you.

Project Proponent, Geo Technical Mining solutions:

He said that all Departmental Government officials including District Revenue
Officer and District Environmental Engineer, Press Friends, Environmentalists and Police
Officers are welcome to participate in this Public hearing meeting. He explained the détails
of the proposed project as foliows.
1. Details of Project Site
An introduction to Quarry Project
Accurate contact letter
Quarry plan diagram
500 meter radius satellite map
Details of proposed and existing quarries within 500 meters radius

Satellite of project site
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Photograph of project site

9. Total geological resources and total quarry reserves

10. Features surrounding the project site

11. Basic environmental monitoring

12. Land environment

13. Soil environment

14. Water envirdnment

15. Results of water quality survey

16. Weather

17. Results of air quality survey

18. Map of wind direction

19. Sound environment

20. Results Of Volume Study

21. Anticipated environmental impacts and preventive measures
22. Anticipated Water Environment Impacts and Mitigation Measures
23. Anticipated Climate Impacts and Mitigation Measures

24. Anticipated Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures
25. Water sprinkling on roads

26. Construction of green wall

27. Environmental Management Plan

28. Occupational Health and Safety

29. Benefits of the Scheme

30. Conclusion



District Environmental Engineer:

He asked the Public Hearing to register their name and address and give their views
on the project accordingly.

1. Mr. V. Karthikeyan, Kidaikaranpalayam:

Mr. A. Karthikeyan from Kidaikaranpalayam expressed his gratitude and extended
warm greetings to everyone who had come to the village for the public hearing regarding
the proposed quarry by M/s Teru Murugan Blue Metals. He stated that the company has
been serving the public effectively for the past 25 years. On behalf of the village, he
assured full cooperation in supporting the project, particularly in facilitating employment
opportunities for focal residents. He emphasized that the establishment of the quarry would
provide job opportunities for people in the surrounding areas. He concluded by saying we

will give full support for the company and its proposed project.

2. Mr. K. Rajkumar, Kidaikaranpalayam:
He stated that we extend our full support and cooperation to M/s Teru Murugan Blue
Metals.

3. Mr. Satheeskumar, Alampalayam:

He stated that M/s Teru Murugan Blue Metals has been very helpful to the local
community. The establishment of the quarry would provide employment opportunities to
everyone in the village, including educated individuals who will have the chance to work
locally. He further added that the village has no objections to the setting up of the quarry.

4. Mr. Sakthivel, Kattumunnur:

He stated that M/s Teru Murugan Blue Metals has brought several benefits to the
village through its quarry operations. He noted that the company has made positive
contributions to the temples and schools. He concluded his speech by expressing,we give
full support and cooperation to the quarry project.

5. Mr. K. Marivappan, Alampalayam:

He greeted the people and stated that M/s Teru Murugan Blue Metals has
undertaken tree plantation and greenery development within the quarry premises. He
concluded by saying that, based on these efforts, permission may be granted for the quarry
project. » '

6. Mr. S. Narendran, Rayagoundanputhur:

He greeted the participants and expressed his support for the project, stating that
permission may be granted to M/s Teru Murugan Blue Metals.

7. Mr. G. Vijay, Alampalayam:

He greeted the attendees and stated that employment opportunities will be created
through M/s Teru Murugan Blue Metals.
8. Mr. N. Jyothi, Alampalayam:

She expressed that she has no objections to the establishment of the quarry by

M/s.Teru Murugan Blue Metals.



9. Mr. S. Palanisamy, Kattumunnoor:

He greeted everyone and stated that he has no objection to the setting up of the
quarry by M/s Teru Murugan Blue Metals.

10.Mr. S. Subramaniam, Alampalayam:

He greeted everyone and stated that he has no objection to the operation of
M/s Teru Murugan Blue Metals. He mentioned that his garden is located near the quarry
and helping to the village people. He concluded by expressing his support for granting
permission for the quarry.

11.Mr. S. Shankar, Alampalayam:

He stated that there is no objection to the operation of the M/s Teru Murugan Blue
Metals. He acknowledged that the company has been of great help to the local community
and affirmed that there are no hindrances to the project.

12.Mr. K. Mani, Kattumunnoor:

He stated that he has no objection to the establishment of the M/s Teru Murugan
Blue Metals Quarry.

13.Mr. K. Chidambaram, Kattumunnoor:

He expressed his support for granting permission to M/s Teru Murugan Blue Metals
Quarry.
14.Mr. M. Ekambaram, Thennilai:

He stated that the establishment of M/s Teru Murugan Blue Metals Quarry would

contribute to the development of the country’s economy. He further assured that the quafry
would not cause any hindrance to anyone.
15.Mr. P. Sampath, All India Forward Block Party:

Mr. P.Sampath greeted everyone and expressed his support for granting permission
to M/s Teru Murugan Blue Metals Quarry. He highlighted that the quarry provides
employment opportunities to the local community and supplies essential raw materials for
the construction industry. He emphasized the importance of the company’'s continued
growth in compliance with government guidelines. He concluded his remarks by extending
his thanks to the people.

16.Mr. S. Rahman, Karur:

Mr.S.Rahman from Karur requested that permission not be granted to M/sTeru
Murugan Blue Metals Quarry, proposed to be set up over approximately 17 acres in SF
Nos. 134 and 135/1 in Thennilai village, Pugalur Taluk, Karur district. He cited several
reasons for his objection. He stated that there are approved housing plots and permanent
structures near the proposed quarry site, some of which have been constructed in violation
of regulations. According to the law, a minimum distance of 300 meters must be
maintained between quarrying activities and residential areas, temples, government
complexes, and houses. In Thennilai village, numerous houses exist within 172 meters of
the quarry site, particularly in SF No. 136 to the south. This proximity is evident from
Google Maps. Although one such house has been damaged, the Minor Minerals Act of
1959 clearly stipulates that even damaged or dilapidated houses and house plots are to be

considered in the calculation of safe distances. Therefore, since houses are present within



the prohibited 300-meter radius, the quarry cannot legally operate at this location.
Furthermore, the Minor Minerals Act mandates a minimum distance of 50 meters from tar
roads and 10 meters from carriageways or footpaths, which must also be respected. Based
on these grounds, Mr. Rahman urged that permission for the quarry should be denied in
compliance with the law.

He further stated that the tar road located on the eastern side of the proposed
Thennilai quarry site is concealed, which violates government regulations. Consequently,
the quarry should not be permitted under the law. Although the carriageway is situated on
private land, it remains government property. The carriageway indicated on the map does
not maintain the legally required gap, and therefore, permission cannot be granted.
Moreover, numerous temporary housing plots exist within a 300-meter radius of the quarry
site, including approved permanent and temporary houses. Granting permission illegally
would pose risks to all living beings, including humans, as exemplified by the explosion
incident in Aariyur village, Virudhunagar district on 01.05.2024.

Google Maps reveals houses in both the southwest and northeast directions
surrounding the quarry area. According to the Minor Minerals Rules, a minimum buffer of
500 meters must be maintained around Water tanks, water supply systems, borewells,
irrigation wells, and other such installati'ons. There are overhead water tanks and a
government borewell within 500 meters of the quarry site, which are not reflected in the
project documents. Additionally, a high-voltage electricity tower and power lines are located
southwest of the quarry field, running approximately 250 meters from the boundary,
whereas the required safe distance is 300 meters.

He also pointed out that a public hearing should be conducted only after submission
of 45 required documents as per the State Environmental Impact Assessment norms. For
instance, in 2021, the Manikandan and Paramasivam quarries in Arasampalayam and
Pachampalayam, Sulur, Coimbatore district, provided all 45 documents before holding a
hearing, which were uploaded on the Pollution Control Board's website. However, for this
quarry, only 15 documents have been submitted, and crucial items such as the village map
are missing, rendering this consultation meeting legally invalid. He emphasized that the
project’s inspection reports dated October 1 and December 31, 2024, are also legally
invalid. If permission is granted, it will adversely impact air quality, water resources, noise
levels, and biodiversity in the area.

The weather conditions in Karur district, particularly in Paramathi, are extremely
harsh, with temperatures reaching as high as 104 to 108 degrees Celsius. The intense
heat and high sun exposure create a challenging living environment. The establishment of
the quarry in this area will exacerbate these conditions, making it increasingly difficult for
people to live there in the future.

In light of these concerns, | respectfully urge the government officials to recognize
that Paramathi in Karur experiences highest temperatures in Tamil Nadu and to consider
these factors seriously. Therefore, | request that permission for the quarry not be granted,

in accordance with the law.



17.Mr. K. M. Mani, Kidaikaranpalayam:

He stated that there is no objection to the establishment of the quarry.

18.Mr.R.S.Mukhilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection

Movement, Karur:

On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Environmental Protection Movement, | extend my
greetings to the Chairman of this Public Hearing Meeting }egarding the M/s. Teru Blue
Metals quarry project, proposed to be established over 17 acres encompassing S.F No.
134 and 135 (P) in Thennilai East Village, Pugalur Taluk, Karur District. | also respectfully
acknowledge the presence of the District Revenue Officer, the District Environmental
Engineer who is presiding over this meeting, various departmental officials, journalists,
concerned well-wishers, quarry owners and their representatives, as well as members of
the general public gathered here to share their views and opinions.

Many speakers have addressed the gathering before me. It is important to clarify
that this public hearing meeting is not merely about deciding whether the quarry is
necessary or not. The quarry owner and project designers have acknowledged that
operating this quarry will result in various forms of pollution air, noise, water, soil, and
biodiversity as well as affect socio-economic conditions. They have proposed mitigation
measures and submitted a comprehensive 300-page Environmental Impact Assessment
report. A summarized version of this assessment was included in the project presentation.
It is important to note that this quarry is not a new venture; it is an extension of the existing
operations of Thirumurugan Blue Metals. Before granting permission, we must verify that
the quarry is being established in accordance with the law. According to the Minor Mineral
Concession Rules, a quarry cannot be set up if there are houses within a 300-meter radius.
If this condition is not met, the quarry should not be approved.

If we examine the history of the area, there were houses present. Even if those
houses have collapsed, been damaged, or purchased by the quarry owner, such houses
must still be accounted for, as emphasized in multiple reports. Notably, there is a house
located in the southwest direction of the quarry site at SF No. 136, approximately 78
meters away. This is clearly visible on Google Maps. The project's plan diagram also
indicates the presence of this house, along with seven or eight other houses within SF No.
136 at a distance of 172 meters. Therefore, according to the law, permission cannot be
granted for this quarry. Furthermore, a road runs along the eastern side of the quarry field.
The project report states that a 10-meter buffer will be maintained for this road. However, if
the road is a public carriageway or footpath, the law clearly requires a minimum 50-meter
buffer, as stipulated under Section 36 of the Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959, which
has also been explained in the report.

They have stated that a public road refers to a road that is firmly laid out due to
frequent use. Two documents were submitted one for SF No. 134 and one for SF No. 135.
In the document for SF No. 134, it is mentioned that the road runs south on the eastern
side of the plot, but it does not specify that this is a carriageway. Similarly, the document
for SF.No. 135 mentions the road going south, without clarifying that it is a carriageway.

This is not an uninformed or careless statement; it is clearly documented on page 257 of



the submitted documents. Furthermore, this road can be clearly seen on Google Maps.
According to the law, a legal buffer distance of 50 meters must be maintained from a tar
road. However, in this quarry proposal, only a 10-meter buffer has been indicated. This
shows that the mining plan has been incorrectly prepared. While a technical mistake may
sometimes be minor and can be rectified; such an error in this case is significant and
cannot be overlooked.

This quarry is not a new entity it has been in operation for the past 20 to 25 years
and is engaged in commercial quarrying. However, when establishing a new quarry, it must
strictly adhere to the legal framework. In this case, the proposed quarry fails to comply with
a critical legal requirement: it does not maintain the mandatory 50-meter distance from a
public road. Due to this non-compliance, M/s. Teru Murugan Blue Metals is not legally
eligible to set up this quarry.

Furthermore, referring to documents submitted in support of this project, the Village
Administrative Officer issued a certificate dated 02.08.2024. In this certificate, it is stated
that there are no drinking water sources, approved housing plots, schools, temples,
churches, mosques, or other public amenities within a 300-meter radius of the specified
field number. It also claims that there are no settlements of Backward Classes, Scheduled
Castes (Adi Dravidiané), or Natham lands.

Additionally, the certificate asserts that there are no high-voltage towers, high-
tension electricity lines, or ancient monuments in the area. However, these declarations
appear to be inconsistent with both physical evidence and satellite imagery.

Issuing such a false certificate is a serious criminal offense. If legal action is
initiated, the concerned Village Administrative Officer could face prosecution and risk losing
their government employment. Contrary to the claims made in the certificate, there is a
high-voltage tower located just 287 meters to the south of the proposed quarry site, in
SF No. 287. This is in direct violation of the Indian Electricity Act, which mandates a safe
distance from high-voltage infrastructure. Despite this, the Village Administrative Officer
falsely stated that there are no high-voltage towers within a 300-meter radius. This false
declaration is a clear misrepresentation of facts. The evidence suggests that fraudulent
documents have been submitted to obtain approval for this quarry. Therefore, based on
legal grounds, permission for the operation of this quarry must be denied. Furthermore, as
per the regulations, no temporary or permanent residence should exist within a 300-meter
radius from the quarry site. This includes houses constructed from any material—be it
cardboard, asbestos, tin sheets, or concrete. The risk is not theoretical: in the event of a
quarry-related explosion, the impact can extend up to 3 kilometers. Tragically, this is not
just a concern for the future. A similar explosion that occurred on the 1st of last year
claimed the lives of six people. This precedent highlights the serious risk to human life
posed by operating a quarry in close proximity to residential areas.

A house located 2 kilometers away was impacted by a quarry explosion. In a similar
incident on May 1, 2023, in Karudaiyampalayam, a man named Palaniswami sustained
injuries when a stone from the quarry fell on his house during the Pongal festival. This

incident caused considerable distress to the local community. Why do | bring this here?



Because, by law, there should be no residential structures within a 300-meter radius of a
quarry site. However, there are numerous houses well within this restricted zone
surrounding the proposed quarry field. Therefore, granting permission for this quarry would
be a clear violation of legal norms, and such permission must not be granted under any
circumstance. Furthermore, regarding mapping, what should have been submitted is an
official village map, which correctly reflects jurisdiction an settlement patterns. The
proposed quarry field, although geographically situated in the southeast, is associated with
both the eastern and southern parts of Coonoor. By combining two villages into a single
project boundary on the map, the project authorities and inspectors have presented
misleading information, creating confusion about the actual location and administrative
boundaries of the project site.

This kind of fraud cannot be uncovered without a village map. What can we truly
understand from just a topo sheet? Can we identify the surrounding survey numbers? Can
we locate the streams running through the land? Can we see the electricity lines? Can we
confirm whether there are residential houses within the area? The answer is we cannot
determine any of this without the proper documents. We have been raising these concerns
repeatedly, yet nothing changes. We strongly request that officials from the Geology and
Mining Department be invited to future public hearings. Although they are responsible for
issuing permissions, they are not present at critical stages of the process. The District
Collector and the Geology and Mining Department must take responsibility. Unless we can
confirm with evidence that such features are absent, no regulation can be enforced
correctly. A mistake made once may be excusable, but repeating it after knowing the facts
becomes a crime. A company that hides or fails to submit a village map is not just being
negligent it is committing a crime. The absence of a village map is intentional
misinformation, deceiving both the public and the government. Today, officials have access
to modern tools that can easily verify land use and geographic data. What power do
common people like us have compared to that? If the project involves land from two
villages, then data must be obtained from the respective village administrative officers. For
example, in SF No. 133, there is a natural stream that flows through Munnur. However,
there is no clear record of where it runs. Even Google Maps does not show this clearly.
Only approperly certified village map can reveal the full picture and the presence of such
crucial geographical features.

Therefore, this meeting should be held with such documents in order. There should
be 45 types of documents. But there are only 15 types of documents without even a village
map. Regularize everything. They are asking for this to be conducted by the Pollution
Control Board. You should inform to the SEIAA. They are also asking for 45 types of
documents. We fought continuously for ten years and they published it in English on
02.10.2021. They are also publishing it in Tamil by fighting continuously. What is the
problem in uploading in online? What is the problem in scanning, so you should inform the
SEIAA. Through the District Collector, you should inform the SEIAA that all the complete

documents and there are no confidential documents in it. Then a public hearing should be



held based on that. This is not the first demand. We are making it the hundredth demand.
We came after saying this even when we protested in the SEIAA last month.

We came after saying that we would protest last month and last year. But what if we
ask this and everything will be known, then if we go to court, then the authorities will have
an unnecessary problem. We are asking the authorities to do what is right and according to
the law. If they say that we will not act according to the law, where will we go? None of the
officials here are our enemies. The quarrymen are not égainst us. We do not even know
who this quarryman is. '

Legally, Mugilan cannot stop talking. As seen in the picture of Google, there are 7 to
8 houses in the southwest part of this quarry at 172 meters. In the southeast part of the
quarry, there is one house at 160 meters and one at 109 meters. Similarly, there is a house
at 241 meters on the northern side of the quarry. More than 10 houses are in the Google
Maps. Then they have attached it with many documents. With so many houses, it is not
legal for Thirumurugan Blue Metals to ask for permission to set up a quarry on an area of
14 acres. It cannot be given legally. Many "‘problems are already going towards the quarry.
A farmer named Jagannathan was murdered in the Kuppam area of the same Karur district
for filing a complaint that the quarries were not legal and to get them closed.

Last January, a tipper truck was loaded on a person named Jafar Ali in Pudukottai
for giving a document that a quarry scam had taken place worth 800 crore rupees. At that
time, there were so many mistakes here. So what we are saying is that it is our duty to
protect the community property. The officials are paid lakhs of rupees and this soil should
not be affected by the social concerns like us. Today, the temperature in Karur Paramathi
is 106 degrees. Last year, it was 119 degrees Fahrenheit. They calculated that it was 114
degrees Fahrenheit.

All these schools have been closed for 15 days. The earthquake of 3 Rictor has
already occurred. On August 26 last year, a major earthquake started from
Rakhiyapalayam in Tiruppur district and reached Aravakurichi in Karur district. It is in our
district itself, in its southern part. So, here is an area where earthquakes are frequent. The
officials who are watching, the officials should be a little more conscientious. It is an area
where earthquakes are likely to occur. The K. Paramathi area is the hottest area in Tamil
Nadu. It is in this area that they are asking for a new quarry of 17 acres.

He said, "Let me ask a question about this. You are all against the quarry, so what
should we do for the construction needs of this country? You said that river sand should
not be extracted. There is no sand in the river to extract. So what is the alternative to the
quarry? What is the alternative to M-Sand?" Many people may raise the question.
Thiru. M.K. Stalin, who is the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, has clearly stated this in a
message written on his Facebook page on November 22, 2017. This. Our Chief Minister
has posted on his Facebook page in Tamil and English that there is no answer to the
question of why the government is refusing to allow the sale of sand imported from abroad
in the name of our advice to prevent the depletion of natural resources in Tamil Nadu.
There are GO for importing sand such as G.O. No. 242, Dated 08.12.2017 , G.O. No. 55,



Dated 27.02.2018, G.O. No. 220, Dated 18.08.2020 G.O. No. 683, Dated 20.02.2021,
G.O. No. 201, Dated 18.10.2021

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the government has implemented specific orders
regarding stoppage of importing sand and quarry operations. However, after the
designated period ended, these measures were abandoned without proper follow-up.
Today, Tamil Nadu requires 21,000 loads of sand daily, translating to approximately 15
lakh metric tons per month. This demand must be addressed with responsibility and
transparency. In Southeast Asian countries such as Malaysia and Indonesia, where natural
disasters like earthquakes and tsunamis are common, river sand is allowed to be freely
transported for public use. However, in Tamil Nadu, sand is sold at a cost of 111,000 per
ton. Despite having access to major ports such as Ennore, Thoothukudi Port, and Kamaraj
Port, where over 100 companies are ready to import quality sand, we continue to rely
heavily on local sand and M-Sand, often without proper quality assurance.

For the past four years, we have been consistently requesting the establishment of
laboratory facilities to test M-Sand (manufactured sand) quality. To date, no such facilities
have been made available to the public. During field inspections, we frequently encounter
up to 50% waste material in the sand samples tested. As a result, even small constructions
like greenhouses costing 3 lakh are unsafe. Larger constructions homes worth 30 lakh or
even 3 crore are built with no guarantee of structural safety due to inconsistent sand
quality. As a qualified engineer, | would like to clarify that M-Sand is not inherently of poor
quality. In fact, it can be a reliable alternative to natural river sand if processed and tested
properly. But without access to certified laboratories, how can common people verify the
quality of the sand they purchase? For instance, if someone buys sand for 40,000 using a
loan, how can they afford to spend another 1,000 to test it especially when no testing
infrastructure exists. We are deeply concerned that a large number of buildings today are
constructed with substandard sand, which could result in serious safety hazards for the
future generations. It is the duty of the government and concerned departments to
immediately set up testing labs accessible to the public and ensures strict quality control on
M-Sand and imported sand alike.

We are witnessing a troubling situation in Tamilnadu’s construction sector. Buildings
are often constructed using substandard materials. A structure may appear intact one
moment, but fall into disrepair the next. In one such case, after legal scrutiny, the court
intervened ordering the entire structure to be dismantled and the area to be resurfaced
using sand, as though repairing an old mud wall. This incident reflects the deep flaws in our
current construction practices, especially concerning sand quality.

No official in Tamil Nadu today is willing to take the stand and mandate the use of
quality-tested M-Sand or ensure proper coating practices. Technical experts from agencies
such as IIC (Indian Institute of Construction) or private consultants are also not held
accountable for quality assurance. We therefore reiterate our long-standing demand: The
government order allowing the import of natural river sand from foreign countries originally
introduced under the ADMK government and expected to be continued by the current DMK

administration must be implemented without further delay. We respectfully urge the
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respected officials of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board (TNPCB), including the
Chairman, Member Secretary, to strongly recommend this policy to the State Government.
The District Administration must also formally endorse this recommendation in light of the
growing risks posed by poor-quality M-Sand. This is not just a technical issue it is a matter
of public safety and long-term structural integrity across Tamil Nadu. We owe it to our
future generations to ensure that quality materials whether sourced domestically or
imported are used in construction, backed by scientific testing and strict regulation.

It is the duty of the district administration to tell the government the right thing. It
should tell the right thing. What was the problem with the quarries? There was no problem
before 2018. When the sand quarry was stopped and stones were taken from the quarries
and the stones that were already used only for the foundation of the building and on the
roads were cut for artificial sand, the irregul‘érities started.

Apart from that, according to Minor Mineral Concession Rule 36, what they clearly
say is that if the water supply system of any local body, central or state government
department, Tamil Nadu Drinking Water and Drainage Board or any other body is within a
radius of 500 meters, no minor minerals should be mined. The reason is that if this system
within 500 meters is within a permanent structure, the borewells will be destroyed when it
explodes. If the stones fall due to damage, the borewell will be destroyed. This rule is kept
because the overhead tank that was built at a cost of 10 lakhs will collapse. But there is a
town called Kidaikaranpalayam within a radius of 500 metérs around this quarry. And
borewells are being installed at various places.

There is a borewell and an overhead tank on the side of the road in the north of this
quarry. Therefore, this quarry cannot be given permission as per law. If it is given like that, |
also point out that the officials who gave permission are guilty. Apart from that, if we look at
the Terms of Reference, the Village Administrative Officer gives the certificate on
22.08.2024. The Village Administrative Officer gives the certificate saying that all these do
not exist. The date given by the Village Administrative Officer in the Terms of Reference is
29.11.2024. But what they say is that air pollution, water pollution, soil pollution, noise
pollution and biodiversity study as well as the socio-economic environment should be
studied. 29.11.2024 but they have given it saying that it is the basic study period of the
quarry. The study should have been done from October 1 to December 31, 2024. They say
that we started the study 60 days before saying all these. How can they do that without
saying SEIAA They say that they have conducted the research in this manner and
submitted the documents. But if they have conducted the research two months ago, who is
this to deceive?

What is more, they say that they have conducted the research in 6, 8 places. But
three months of electricity is required for conducting the research. All the others do not
require electricity. They say that they are doing it in 6, 8 places. There are factories in the
largest city of Perundurai, Chipkot, in Tamil Nadu. The District Collector, Minister
Muthusamy, has been holding meetings every month. ‘Since we are continuously
struggling, we are continuously making a request in the meeting. You should install

monitoring instruments in all four directions. You have installed them in the north-west. The

11



wind does not blow from that direction. Therefore, the period during which the wind can be
present is completely the same as in Ooty.

We say that you should install them in all four directions. But they say that we do not
have the funds. They say that we have conducted the research with a big company. They
have conducted research in 6, 8 places. In the places they have conducted research, if you
continue to use electricity in the same place for three months; you will have incurred higher
electricity bills. It may be a factory, a house or some other place, and then please indicate
the place where you conducted the air test and we took this meter. If you look at the three
months before and three months after that, you can see that they really conducted the test.

Why do we keep saying that? Why do you refuse to do it? This news is a
problematic news. We are in a situation where | have to speak in a situation where | have
no life to testify. We are going to talk about the quarry. We do not know how long our lives
will last. We are in such a situation. But if you say do this, what is the duty and
responsibility to do it? What is the problem with the SEIAA officials who are watching this?If
you do all this, we will have to fight in front of your house. We have already fought in front
of the office. Will you, who are paid with the people's tax money, be loyal to the people? Or
will you be loyal to those who are illegal? If a simple news is read for three months, what
will come out like that? From which service number did we take it, what is the problem with
putting it. We are expressing our demand to do it through this consultation meeting. .

Not only that, They have said in the project description that there are no factories or
thermal power plants around the quarry. Industries, thermal power plants There is a
reserve forest 12 kilometers away. You say that Dadhampalayam forest is within a radius
of 10 kilometers from this quarry, there is a factory called TNPL, the largest in Tamil Nadu
where a large number of workers can work. Apart from that, there is a cement plant and a
thermal power plant. But | don't know how many of you have noticed what the project
designer says in the project diagram. You would not have noticed.

We would not have noticed that something he says is new. They say that the
thermal power plant and factories that were here have been closed down. They say that
there is no archaeological site recognized by the Central Archaeological Department and
the State Archaeological Department around. Here, within a radius of 10 kilometers of this
quarry, there is the Kodumudi Magudeswarar temple. It is an ancient place. Not only that,
there is not only a temple in Pugazhur Pugazhimalai. There are Jain temples. It is under
the control of the Archaeological Department. The question is, what kind of research is
being done to study such a thing? They say they have studied every treeand plant in the
area for ten kilometers. But they refuse to show even a single archaeological site, they
refuse to show the existence of a factory.

In 45 types of documents, documents should be obtained from the Archaeological
Department. Similarly, the Pollution Control Board itself holds hearings in many districts. It
is not held in our district. In districts like Madurai, they hold hearings on the list of factories.
But they have said so blatantly how far away it is. We are stating that permission should
not be given to this quarry by holding a hearing for this quarry. Next to this, all the people

present here said that this quarry has been operating for 25 years. | was expecting
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someone to say that this quarry is operating according to the law, starting at 7 am and
ending at 5 pm. Why can't you say that, you have put the law on paper.

If you write sugar on paper and hold it in your mouth, it will not taste good. Sugar will
only taste good if you give it to your hand. Then the quarry should operate only from 7 am
to 5 pm. Even stones should not be taken from the quarry after 5 pm. But everything is
illegal. If you complain about it, the police, the Pollution Control Board and the Minerals and
Geological Survey departments will not take action. This only costs our paperwork. What is
the obstacle to doing this?

The quarries themselves should follow the method of operating during legal hours.
The next person spoke. They say that the Thirumurugan quarry, which has been operating
for 25 years, is being blasted legally. Have you seen how we use a reed blast so that we
cannot hear the sound of the explosion outside? The continuous blasting method of "tup,
tup"” means that one blast can be exploded every 28 seconds. In this method, you have to
put the blaster,, sprinkle water on it, lay a sandbag on it, lay a tarpaulin on it, and lay a tire
on it, and explode it without even the slightest vibration. Which quarry is operating like
that? | also keep asking.

Someone died after falling into a lorry here. Jaganathan closed Annai Blue Metals
here, | have said that many quarries have been closed for 7 years. You have also closed
them. You have also imposed fines on many people. Hundreds of tons of explosives are
coming illegally to all these quarries. Where does this explosive come from? How do you
buy explosives, sir? The government's Aravankadu company is an explosives
manufacturing company. Otherwise, some private factories buy from them, one person
buys from them. They buy from them. Forget about the rest, you have imposed a fine. 220
crore illegal quarries are mining 220 crore minerals that cannot be dug by hand. They
cannot be mined with a pole line. They cannot be mined with a breaker. They can only be
mined with bomb blast. So if they have mined minerals worth 220 crore rupees, they need
a thousand tons of bomb blaster and a hundred trucks of explosives. Where did the
hundred trucks of explosiVes come from? The police inspector who is in that area has also
come. There is so much explosives. Who is monitorihg all that.

Somewhere on one side, they say that if an incident happens in Pahalgam, all the
explosives outside should be monitored immediately. They have kept so much explosives
in the locality. Please, for the quarries that you have fined, for the quarries that were
operating illegally, it may be NTC Muthusamy, it may be Annai Blue Metals quarry or
something. Don't just impose a fine on the minerals you mined, where did the illegal
explosives come from, but if not, find out where the explosives came from and file a case
for illegal explosives. What a big social scandal this is. This is an act against the country.
What actionwill be taken against it? It may even be the MLA's quarry. You have imposed a
fine of Rs. 23 crore on the Palaniyandi quarry. You should do the same to everyone as the
MLA of Srirangam constituency. Those who have illegal explosives are MLAs. Then who
will save this country? We will do whatever anyone wants. Please take action against him.
Reed blasting should also be monitored properly. We request that action be taken if a

complaint is received about it. Similarly, we will only use the permitted weight limits on rural
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roads. The road adjacent to the quarry is rural road SF No. 300, 301. The quarry is located
on the eastern side of the SF No. 314, 315. Whose money is it to spend from 50 lakhs to
one crore to lay a kilometer of rural road? The quarrymen do not have money. It is the
people's tax money.

They clearly say that the road will last for eight years. Regional Transport Officer
N.K.No. 04839-2024, Regional Development Officer Panchayat Area Roads Restrictions
will be imposed on vehicles that illegally carry more than ten tons of weight and damage
public property roads and fines will be imposed in case of violation. Appropriate action will
be taken. It has been implemented in Erode district. Whether you load stones or sand on
rural roads, the tractor weighs 10 tons. If you load it on 6-wheeled vehicles, it weighs 24
tons. This is carried by 16-wheeled trucks carrying 90 tons and coming on rural roads.
They have clearly stated on national highways. They have stated what weight should be
put on 3, 4, 5, 6 axle vehicles. But on rural roads, where 10 tons can go, a vehicle weighs
90 tons. A road that should last for eight years is being damaged in 3 years. It breaks in 3
months. The entire road breaks. All the places where the tires go are damaged. They
spend almost Rs. 5 crore to Rs. 210 crore on state roads.

There are 2 toll booths in Karur district. Aravakurichi and Mayanur. Any vehicle must
be weighed and sent to this toll gate. That is the rule given to them. Nothing is done.
Implement this. 6-wheeler 18 tons, 10-wheeler 28 tons, 12-wheeler 36 tons, 14-wheeler 42
tons, 16-wheeler 48 tons should not be weighed more than this. But all the weighing
machines here are 100 tons. Who are you fooling? It is okay if a cat climbs on a five-year-
old child. If an elephant climbs, the country's wealth is only 86 thousand crore rupees per
year. Whether it is a state highway, MDR, ODR road that can be laid through the highway
department, whether it is a panchayat road that can be laid through the panchayat union,
whether it is a village road or a national road that can be laid through the national union
government, the Tamil Nadu government allocates 86 crore rupees per year.

The Supreme Court has already given a verdict on this based on Writ Petition
136/2003 that the officials wearing khaki shirts here and all other officials do not implement
it. It has been ruled that it has not been implemented. The contempt of court case was filed
on 26.07.2023 by the Central Transport Commissioner, who urged the Union Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways to immediately implement it. Penalty should be imposed
under Sections 130, 130/3, 140, 184 of the Motor Vehicles Act. We asked Sukudi through
the Right to Information Act. They have imposed a fine of one vehicle per year. Public
property is being damaged. If you damage public property that may be here, the police
inspector will come and stand by the next minute.

All District Magistrates, Deputy Traffic Inspectors, and all Regional Transport
Officers have been given this. Please do this to the police and all of you. The youth of this
country are in the hands of officials like you. As long as you are there, we have protected
the social property, how is it being destroyed? The project designer said that if this quarry
runs for 5 years, the government will get an income of six crore rupees, but he will destroy
the local road for ten crore rupees. On the other hand, if he destroys one hundred crore

rupees, then who will fix this? On the one hand, destroying nature by paying six crores, on
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the other hand, destroying the biodiversity of the society. Tell me how destroying roads is
right. The quarry owners can speak. If they say so, we welcome them. We have everything
with video evidence. The problem is that everything is on paper here. Are we not giving
development to the country? Are we not giving jobs to 20 people? We should realize that
the quarry owners here are illegally destroying it with the tax money of the people after
giving jobs to 20 people. If you are right, wé will come and stand by you. We all have these
people We do not care who they are. We will support whoever acts according to the law.
We are the ones who fought for the honest officer, we fought for Mr. Sakhayam. We
supported Erode Anandakumar. Even if he acted honestly according to the law, he could
have been in the revenue department, the police, or when Mohan was transferred in the
public services, 2000 people fought. We have fought for many honest officers.

The problem is that | request you to implement the opportunity given to you by law.
Please, from now on, you are holding a road safety meeting and road safety week in our
Karur district. You are inviting all school children for that. You should not go without a
hel.met. You are saying that those who go without a helmet will be fined Rs. 1,000/-, and
those who drive under the influence of alcohol will be fined Rs. 10,000/-, that is a good
thing, nothing wrong. What is the penalty for this? If you go over one ton, you should be
fined Rs. 20,000/-. For the next ton, you should be fined Rs. 2,000. If you go to the
transport department to get a license for a vehicle, to drive a vehicle, or to get a license for
a vehicle, they have put up a notice board in front. Rs. 20,000/- for the first ton and Rs.
2,000/- for the next ton, you should not just tie it up and take it away. You should drop it off
and go to the next one. Another vehicle should come and take it away. In Palladam
Sukampalayam alone, they have fined Rs. 1 3/4 crore. People have fought and caught the
vehicle and collected it. But here there is not even Rs. 1/-. If that is the case, who is the
government here? Is it the police who are like you who get paid with government tax
money and write the exam? Is it the revenue department? Is it the pollution control board?
Or is it others? If you point out a mistake, shouldn't it be changed? Should it be corrected?
Should it be prevented? We are standing. The temperature is 108, 106 degrees. Last year
it was 119 degrees.

The government figures show that the temperature is 114 degrees. How many
people are dying due to the heat wave? Who is going to stop this? Next, everyone here
has diabetes because of air pollution. We showed you how a 6-year-old child who came to
the consultation meeting in Anjagaundanpatti got diabetes. Diabetes came in the past
through food. But now Type 2 diabetes is completely due to air pollution. The smoke that
comes from quarry blasting for 3/4 hours, M-sand smoke, the smoke coming from
crushers, when people breathe all these, Type 2 diabetes comes. Last year, during a
survey in one hospital alone, according to the hospital report, 2000 children under the age
of 17 came to the diabetes center for examination. In this way, they have given everyone
diabetes. If you give sugar, it will be sweet, but if you give diabetes, how can all this come
because of air pollution. You have the power to stop this. If there is anything wrong in what
we say, take action against us. We have evidence for everything we say. We speak based

on that. Take action against those who are violating the law. Stop air pollution. Next, we will
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talk about wire fencing in quarries. Honorable Chief Secretary Sivadasmeena has given a
statement on 26.07.2023. Our District Magistrate has also released it. What she says in it
is that wire fencing should be installed in all the quarries that are operating, and for the
quarries that have finished operating, they should be instructed to inform their owners and
install wire fencing there too.

If they refuse to do so, then build a wire fence. That is, they have said that it should
be for abandoned quarries. They said that it should start on 26.07.2023 and be completed
by September, but nothing has happened so far. This does not apply only to stone
quarries. It also applies to sand quarries. Last week, two children were buried in a sand
quarry. The reason is that the government did not cut within the given limit and cut to a
depth of several meters. It takes 500 years for sand to form in that pit. Children bathing in
such places get stuck in the pit and die. In Tiruppur alone, 07 children have died this
month. Many such deaths are being completed without being counted. Wire fences should
be built for all quarries. If not, take appropriate action. The government clearly states this
by enacting a law. If there is a Village Administrative Officer here, he will know. He should
visit all the quarries in" the concerned area. The quarry should be inspected by the RI 75
percent, the Tahsildar 50 percent, the RDO 25 percent, the District Revenue Officer 10
percent, and the District Collector 5 percent. This has come in Government Order No. 19,
2022. If this Government Order is implemented, all the lives that are dying here, including
the lives of women, can be protected.

When quarry owners get permission, you say DMF (District Mining Fund) that they
are spending Rs. 300 per meter and erecting a wire fence. But in practice, many quarries
are not implementing it. Therefore, action should be taken on it. You are earning income by
making promises. Due to this, not only creating a crisis for the government, but also
creating a crisis for the authorities and creating a way for people to die. We request you not
to do that. Similarly, the Green Wall. They say that if this quarry is operational, it will be
spread over 17 acres at a rate of 200 trees per acre. This quarry will be planted with 3400
trees. Fortunately, this quarry is not starting now. The same company has been operating
nearby for 25 years. They last obtained permission in 2023. The quarry is located on 10
acres. How many trees have they planted there? It is not known what kind of trees they
are. What the government is saying is that it is asking them to plant and grow native trees
like neem, ale, aras, and pungai. But the 338 quarries in Karur have also obtained
permission at least three times. If they had trees as mentioned above, the condition and
color of this district would be different. But the green area of this district is only 4 percent.
Let the quarry owners speak with conscience. Let the quarry licensees here deny that what
Mugilan is saying is wrong. Come and see the quarry and let them say that we are planting
and growing native trees like ale and neem. No sir. Everything is only on paper. The people
here do not know anything. Who is telling all that? Who is creating awareness? What is the
reason for the increase in temperature? It is 119 degrees. If there were so many trees,
there would have been groups and groups around the quarries. They would earn income
but you are taking the people's tax money and saying that we are planting 2 crore, 6 crore,

8 crore trees.
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Our Deputy Chief Minister recently planted 40,000 trees in the Pichampatti area, but
today, not a single tree is visible. These trees were planted using public tax money, and
this is the unfortunate truth. On the other hand, in the same Pichampatti area, daily-wage
workers and forest laborers have planted and are nurturing 30,000 trees with dedication
and care. However, in Pichampatti, where there are 15 granite quarries, the quarry
operators have not planted a single tree. The same situation exists in the Paramathi area.
It is time to act with conscience and responsibility. Quarry operators must take
accountability, plant trees, and compensate for the environmental damage they have
caused. We must reduce the rising temperatures and fulfill our responsibility to monitor,
enforce, and protect the environment. The honest and upright Governor, Mr. Vinith,
revoked the permission for Ramakrishnan Quarry in Palladam Sholingapalayam solely
because trees were not planted as mandated. This decision was made strictly due to the
failure to fulfill environmental responsibilities. We urge you to exercise your authority—not
against the public, but against those who act against nature. When nature is being
destroyed, the question must be asked: How many trees have we planted to protect it?
Have those trees actually been planted and maintained?! respectfully request that you
monitor and enforce the tree-planting requirements in all quarry operations. All existing and
future quarries should be held accountable for affore station. If native trees are not planted
as required, then no quarry should be granted permission. Additionally, during the renewal
of any previous permits, this requirement must be reviewed and action should be taken
accordingly.

Recently, the lease period for quarries exceeding 10 acres has been extended from
10 years to 30 years. While that may be a separate discussion for another time and place,
it's important to note that a Public Hearing meeting must be held every five years. During
the approval process for a quarry, the Pollution Control Board has the authority to mandate
tree planting as a condition for granting permission. Why hesitate to enforce this? We
strongly urge that this be implemented, and we formally present this demand in this
meeting. Additionally, there was an earthquake measuring 3.5 on the Richter scale in this
region last August. In such a geologically sensitive and potentially hazardous area,
permission should not be granted for any new quarry, and licenses for quarries whose
approvals have expired should not be renewed. If we ignore these risks, we could face
widespread destruction across the district. ‘

Today, even voicing concerns about illegal quarry operations can put one's life in
danger. People have been threatened and harmed run over by trucks for demanding that
quarries operate legally. We urge you to take strict legal action against such threats and
violations. This particular quarry is proposed to be dug to a depth of 50 meters
(approximately 175 feet). There are no wells in the surrounding area that reach this depth.
Excavating to such a depth will draw groundwater away from nearby wells. Furthermore,
the Noyyal River is just 4 kilometers from the site, and there's a real danger that its waters
could be diverted toward the quarry, affecting groundwater levels and borewells in the
vicinity. The consequences would be disastrous. It is evident that fraudulent documents are

being used to secure quarry approvals. Immediate and appropriate legal action must be
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taken against such malpractice. As stated on page 247 of the TNPCB&YOU report, the
area has already reached a state of groundwater over-extraction more than 100%
depletion has been reported. If quarrying continues in such areas, the land itself will begin
to fracture. Nature will inevitably react. We've seen warnings ignored in the past. The late
ISRO scientist Dr. Kasturirangan warned that Wayanad would suffer from severe
geological instability, and 15 years later, we are witnessing the tragic consequences of the
147 locations in India identified as high-risk for landslides, six are in Tamil Nadu, and Karur
district is among them.

The current Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, the former Chief Minister, the leader of the
Pattali Makkal Katchi, and representatives of the Bharatiya Janata Party have all promised
in their respective election manifestos to import high-quality sand from foreign countries.
However, none of them have implemented this policy. Quality river sand can be imported
for just 1,000 per ton and sold for 10,000, yielding a profit of 9,000 per ton for the
government. Yet, this initiative remains unexecuted. The primary reason is the undue
influence of those in power—many individuals in both the current and former governments
have direct or indirect links to quarry operations. This represents a clear conflict of interest.
We urge the authorities to act within the legal framework and prioritize environmental
protection.

Additionally, there is an issue concerning the 500-meter radial distance required
between quarry sites. Within a 500-meter radius, there are at least four quarries, including
Thirumurugan Quarry, P.K. Subramani Quarry, and Ramasamy Quarry each occupying 10
acres. The mining plan even includes a map showing the 500-meter radius around the
quarry. These misrepresentations are not minor errors they are deliberate acts of fraud.
Moreover, the false affidavit submitted in support of this project is known to the District
Revenue Officer and the police officers present. We urge immediate investigation and
appropriate legal action. The affidavit submitted in support of a project must be completely
truthful, and any false or misleading statements are subject to legal penalties. In this case,
the owner of the quarry has submitted an affidavit to both the SEIAA and the Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board (TNPCB).In the affidavit, the owner claims that there are no
borewells within a 500-meter radius, and no houses, residential plots, overhead water
tanks, or electrical tower lines within a 300-meter radius of the quarry site. He further
declares that if any of this information is found to be false, action may be taken against
him. This affidavit has been signed and submitted to the Pollution Control Board.

Thirumurugan Blue Metals has misled both the government and the public by
submitting false documents. Similar violations have been identified in the already operating
Subramaniam and Thirumurugan quarries. We respectfully request a thorough
investigation and appropriate action against these violations. The complaint | am submitting
here specifically concerns the Village Administrative Officer (VAO) who issued the
fraudulent documents. Criminal proceedings should be initiated against the VAO for
preparing and submitting false documentation. Notably, a First Information Report (FIR)
was previously filed at Chintamanipatti Police Station under the direction of the former

District Collector, Hon'ble Mr. Prabhushankar, for a similar offence. Additionally, the officer
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falsely claimed that a high-voltage tower located at 257 meters does not exist. This too
must be investigated, and a new FIR should be registered. We also intend to initiate legal
proceedings in court regarding this matter. it is important to note that no Village
Administrative Officer in Namakkal district currently submits fraudulent documents, as two
VAOs have already been suspended in connédion with similar cases. A separate legal
case is ongoing against another VAQ in Tiruchengode Court.

We are not generalizing or blaming all VAOs. We are simply stating that legal action
must be taken when the law is violated. In this case, Thirumurugan Blue Metals Quarry has
clearly violated the Minor Mineral Concession Rules, relevant government regulations, and
the Indian Electricity Act. The presence of residential houses, temporary sheiters, high-
voltage towers within 300 meters, and overhead tanks and borewells within 500 meters of
the quarry location make it ineligible for approval. in addition, the data submitted by the
applicant appears inaccurate and misleading. Therefore, the Chairman and Member
Secretary of the SEIAA should not have granted clearance. It is worth noting that you had
already acknowledged an error in a prior decision dated 19.09.2024, and extended an
apology, which is why no legal action was taken at that time. However, if any future
permissions are granted based on falsified documents or for personal gain, those involved
may face criminal prosecution and imprisonment.

The district environmental engineer mentioned that the views of the . public
expressed at this meeting will be recorded in video and written form and sent to the State
Environmental impact Assessment Authority.

District Epvironmental Engin

Finally, in his speech of thanks, he expressed his gratitude on behalf of the District
Administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board to the government officials
including the revenue commissioner, the police, journalists and the public who presided
over this public opinion meeting. Finally the national anthem was played. Also, the public
hearing meeting was comgleted.

District (E\\ronmental Engineer, District Revegue Officer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Karur District.
Karur District.
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