. /AINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FCR QUARRYING PROPOSAL
"OVER AN _EXTENT OF 4.99.¢" HA -M/S.G.KUMARAPPAN ROUGH STONE AND
GRAVEL QUARRY, S.F.NO. 699/4, 700/3 (Part), 700/4 (Part), 701/1, 701/2, 712/1A,
712/1B1 _AND_712/1B2 OF ETHIRKOTTAI VILLAGE, VEMBAKOTTAI TALUK,
VIRUDHUNAGAR DISTRICT ON 28.10.2025, 11.00 A.M AT M/S.THEVAR
URAVINMURAI THIRUMANA MAHAL, T.KOTTAIYUR, THAYILPATTI,
VIRUDHUNAGAR DISTRICT.

Present:

Thiruvalargal:

1 Thiru.S.K.Kanagaraj : Revenue Divisional Officer,
: Sattur,
Virudhunagar District.

2 Er. J. Hamoneth Joesun : District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar District.

3 TmtN.Kalaivani : Tahsildar
Vembakottai
4 Er. V.Kalaijothi : Assistant Engineer, .
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar District.
As per Attendance Register : Government Officials, Public and

Project proponent 228 Nos
(List enclosed).

The public F=aring was held on 28.10.2025 at 11.00 AM at M/s.Thevar Uravinmurai
Thirumana Mabhal, T.Kottaiyur, Thayilpatti, Virudhunagar Districtunder EIA Notifications,
2006 for the Quarry proposal over an extent of 4.99.00 Ha - M/s. G.Kumargppan Rough
Stone and Gravel Quarry, S.F.N0s.699/4, 700/3 (Part), 700/4 (Part), 701/1, 701/2, 712/1A,
712/1B1 and 712/1B2 of Ethirkottai Village, Vembakottai Taluk, Virudhunagar District. .The
District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Virudhunagar
welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, Sattur, other Government officials, all general
public and project proponents who have attended the public hearing. He informed that the
public notices informing the conduct of Public Hearing was published in “Dinathanthi’ and

“The Times of India” on 17.09.2025.He also informed that wide publicity wasgiven about
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the conduct of public hearing by circulating pamphlets in the nearby villages of the proje-t.
site. Further, he stated thatthe arrangements for the public hearing had been done as per
theguidelines issued under EIA Notification, 2006. Subsequently, the District
Environmental Engineer stated thatthe project proponent will make a detailed presentation
on the proposed prqject and requested the public to express their views after completion of
the presentation. He added that the written statements would also be received.

Further he stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the public will be
recorded through videography and the same will be sent to the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority, Tamilnadu to Consider the issue of Envirohmental Clearance to the
proposed project.

The Revenue Divisional Officer, Satlur initiated the Public Hearing process.
Subsequently, the District Environmental Engineer requested the project proponent to
explain about their proposed project. ‘

Then, the Environmental consultant of the project has made detailed presentation on the
project of M/s. G.Kumarappan Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry to the public along with
Environmental Management Plan.

Further, the public has furnished their views with respect to the project as follows —

1. Mr. U. Nethaji, Usilampatti (Tamil Nadu Farmers Protection Association State Deputy
General Secretary:

Mr. U. Nethaji said that, the 45 sets of documents required to be uploaded
regarding the establishment of the quarry but have not been uploaded on the Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board website, previously the Tiruppur District Administration has
cancelled a public hearing meeting stating that the public hearing could not be conducted
without these 45 types of documents and further, it would be helpful to read the documents
only on the website, there is a odai at the place where the quarry will be set up, there is a
clectric tower, and further, as per the Act 1956-83(2), the quarry should be located 300 m
away from the High Electric power transmission line tower, but there is electric line passing
near this quarry site and that can generate 1000 KW of electricity, therefore, as per the
lawpermission cannot be given to this quarry and there is a odai passing inside this quarry.
He said that details of odai located near this quarry site was obscured in the document.
He also said that there are two numbers of High Electric Power transmission line passed
adjacent to this quarry ie.651 KW & 1000 KW. As per law quarry site shall be located
300m away from the High Transmission line. He said that six numbers of people died in the

quarries located at Aaviyur village, Virudhunagar district due to inproper blasting in the
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quarries and no quarries practices NONEL technologies for blasting operations. He also said
that there is no permanent road for transportation in this quarry site and the unit proposed to
transport its materials through a odai belonging to the Public Works Department, this affects
nearby water bodies, so a separate route should be created for the transport of the quarried
materials to avoid the ill effects to the property of the public worth billions of rupees.
Furthermore, a fire works manufacturing company is located at 300 meters away and

permission should not be granted for this quarry near that fire works unit.

2.Mr. Kalirajan, Uppuppatti Village

Mr. Kaliraj said that the quarry will not affect us in any way and that it will help our
family and livelihood, and requested that approval be given to the quarry.

3. Social Activists

Social Activists said that if permission is granted for this quarry, basic livelihoods will
improve, all needs including road facilities have been provided and employment will be
generated due to this quarry and requested that permission be granted for this quarry.

4. Mrs. Subbulakshmi, Ethirkottai Village

Mrs. Subbulakshmi said that 25 families live within a radius of one kilometer from
the proposed quarry site and the houses nearby this quarry will be affected by the vibration
due to the blasting in the quarry.

S. Mr. Mukhilan (Coordinator of Tamil Nadu Environment Protection department)

Mr. Mukhilan said that the establishment of this quarry will pollute the Air, Water and
Soil and that people will not be able to live. As per the Minor Mineral Concession Act -
1959 there is no legal document for the establishment of the quarry , and that permission can
be given to the quarry only if the rules and regulations are followed as per the law, that the
latitude and longitude have been forged for this proposed quarry, and that 45 numbers of
mandatory documents including village maps and field maps have not been uploaded in the
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board website. Further, as per law the low voltage electric
tower should be 50 m away and the high voltage electric tower should be 300 m away.

Further, he said that an electric tower line passes on the West side of the quarry site and an
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electric tower line passes on the South and West directions, this line does not have a distauge
of 300 m, so permission cannot be given to this quarry as per the Indian Electricity Act
1956-83(11) and also said that an odai ﬂoWs from RS No:699 and 701 to the quarry. Further,
he said that the Village Administrative Officer has certified that there is no house, temple,
well and ancient monument located within 300 meters distance, but after inspection, it was
found that there is an Ayyanar temple 200 meters away in the North-Eastern direction of the
quarry, and further, since there is a fire cracker factory 294 meters away in the North-
Western direction of the quarry, so permission cannot be given to this quarry as per the law.
He further stated that there are houses 248 meters away in the Southwest, 228 meters away
in the Western side , 195 meters away in the NorthEast, 96 meters away in the North West
and 169 meters away in the South direction of the quarry. He further stated that if this quarry
is established, 12,500 trees should be planted in 12 acres of area at the rate of five trees per
hectare, but no trees have been planted. He further stated that native trees such as Banyan,
Fig, Portia and Neem should be planted, but some foreign trees are developed in this quarry.
He further stated that a fencing should be erected around the quarry boundaries, but only one
side of quarry boundary has been erected with fencing and he denoted that the District
Collector has said that fencing should be erected for the quarries that are in operation and
those that have been completed. He further stated that the working hours of the quarry is
from 7 AM to 5 PM, including blasting, but this quarries not followed it. Further, he said
that according to the 2023 Honorable Supreme Court order, raw materials like rough stones
taken from the quarry should be transported only by tractors weighing 10 tons on rural roads,
and rough stones weighing 48 tons should be transported on national highways, but in rural
areas they are transported in heavy vehicles. He also said that one kilometer of rural road
costs Rs.50 lakh to one crore, and national highways cost Rs.5 crore to 250 crore and tax
money is being spent on some individuals, and roads worth several crores are being

destroyed due to such improper practices. He further said that a case should be registered for



 damage to public property as per Supreme Court orders No: 193, 194, 114 and 113. He
further stated that the workers in the quarries were not provided with insurance and
overtime pay, that the explosives were not detonated in the quarries in a proper NONEL
Technologies, he asked that as per report issued by the State Environmental Impact
Assessment Commission it has been instructed to conduct sample_ analysis for air, water, soil
on 19 July 2025, but actual inspection conducted date is 01.03. 2025 to 31.03.2025 and that
the sample analysis was carried out before the approval was granted. He further stated that
water with a limit of 200 TDS and water with a limit of 500 TDS can be used for drinking
and for agriculture, but it is mentioned on page No 25 of the power point presentation that
TDS is 1400 in water. He further stated that due to air pollution, cancer and diabetes in
school Children have occurred. He further stated that the quarry is located near houses, a
odai, a electric power line tower, a kanmoi etc. and that since it has violated the Rules, so
permission cannot be granted as per the law.

6. Mr. Ramar, Social Worker (Trisoolam - Chennai)

Mr. Ramar said that he was in Chennai in 1970, and that stones were taken from quarries
in Chengalpattu, Gunnathur, Yemmaiyur, Thiruneermalai, Padapperi, Trisoolam, Medavakkam
areas with Government permission, and that stones were taken from Trisoolam Hills to
Kalpakkam Thermal Power Station with the permission of the Mineral Resources Department
officials.He said that 30 years ago there was a cottage in this area and it was only after the quarry
came that it became a concrete building. He also said that now all the huts have been converted
into concrete houses under the Amma House scheme and Green House schemes and that he has
also built a house in that scheme. There are currently no quarries in Kerala as the quarries have
been closed and Gravels are being transported to Kerala and depends only on Chennai and
Andhra Pradesh. Therefore, Jellies and M sand from Chennai and Andhra Pradesh cannot be
brought here. He also concluded his speech by saying that these quafries will help future

generations and that the quarry will provide a livelihood for 1000 families.



7. Mr. A. Rajan, Muthuchamipuram viuage

Mr.A. Rajan said that the establishment of this quarry will provide employment

opportunities to the youngsters.

8. Mr. Srinivasan, E.T. Reddiyapatti village

Mr. Srinivasan said that the establishment of this quarry will provide employment
opportunities to the youngstersof the area, and 20 peoples from this village worked in this

quarry and that raw materials for constructing hoses will be locally available at a low cost.

9. Mrs. Suba, Ethirkottai Village

Mrs. Suba asked whether air pollution is not caused only by the operation of the quarry
here, but also by the operations of a firecracker factory near our village, and questioned that
whether quarry operation alone causes air pollution in this area. She further said that air
pollution is not caused only by the operation of the quarries, but also by firecracker factories,
and that the firecracker factéry should be removed and that if the government does not give
permission to this quarry. The permission for thus operation of the firecracker factories and
other three quarrie_s located in the area shall be denied and if this quarry is canceled, all the

quarries should be cancelled.

10.Mrs. Hemalatha, Kangarseval Village

Mr. Hemalatha requested to grant a license to this quarry, saying that there are 450
families in our village, that this quarry has provided us with basic needs and employment

opportunities, and that we are surviving on this quarry.

11.Mrs. Rajammal

Mrs. Rajammal requested to grant a license to this quarry, saying that there are 150
families living in our village, that we need a quarry, and they pay for three years without

working.



12, Mrs. Muthulakshmi, Ethirakottai Village

Mrs. Muthulakshmi said that, when I worked in a firecrackers unit in Sivakasi they had
given patta land to 75 Nos of peoples and said that the house are vibrating due to blasting in this
quarry. And she also said that, there was no employement for us, only the source of firecracker

industry. She also said that, only 10 families working in this quarry.

13. Mrs. Sandanamari, Ethirkottai Village

Mrs. Sandanamari said that her husband had built a house in that area three years ago, now
he got expired. She had two children also, cracks were found in her house due to operation of

this qaurry.

14. Mrs. Aarivamalar, Ethirkkottai Village

Mrrs’ik Aariyamalarar said that 25 families may survive and may be benifited due to the
operation of the quarry and asked that for the survival of this 25 families other 150 families
nearby the quarry shall get affected or die?. She also said that utensils in her kitchen is falling

down due to the use of explosives in the quarry and that there is'no safety for the children.

15. Mr. Sandhanamoorthy, Trichv

Mr. Sandhanamoorthy said that he has been working in this quarry for the past 4 years, and
the quarry is operating adhering the regulations, stipulated by Varioué authorities and stated that
an odai flows in the Southeast of the quarry and he also said that the quarry Ménagement has
obtained permission only after leaving the way provided for that odai and the odai flows to the
west, and that we use it for our own vehicles. He also said that Rs.10 croreamount paid to the

Government by this quarry, and that 200 families are dependent on this.



16. Mr. Sankaranaravanan, Muthushamiyapuram village

Mr. Sankaranarayanan said that there are many brick kilns in our village, and also said that
he is working in this quarry for 3 years, and he has 2 daughters. The quarry management pays
them salary and provides them with food whether they are working or not, and that there is no

problem with this quarry.

17. Mr. Manikandan, Ethirkkottai village

Mr. Manikandan said that he is a truck driver belongs to this quarry and said that it took
two years to blast this quarry and continued that the odai is used by the local peoples and that if

this quarry comes, our family's livelihood will be improved.

18. Mr. Vadivel Murugan, Kangarseval Village

Mr. Vadivel Murugan said that this quarry should be established for our family's livelihood
and said that he was also working in this quarry, he had three daughters and his wife is working .

in a firecracker factory and requested that license may be granted to this quarry.

19. Mr. Saravanan, Trichy

Mr. Saravanan said that, he had been working in M/s Chenthur Blue Metals for the past
two years and continued that he had been living in this village for one and half years and never

observed any impact from the quarry operations.

20.Mr. Kandasamy, Atahur (Nadhikudi Panchayat)

Mr. Kandasamy said that, he has a disabled son and he is working as a driver in this quarry
and more than 40 people in our village have been utilized employment opportunities due to the

operations of this quarry.



.21.Mrs. Saraswathi, Kundayiruppu village

Mrs. Saraswathi said that we should have this quarry and that our livelihood will improve

if this quarry continious operation.

22.Mrs. Muthumari, Kundayiruppu village

Mrs. Muthumari said that the establishment of the quarry will not affect us in any way and
that the nearby villages will get M-sand and jellies at lower price if such quarries are established

and that the establishment of this quarry will be helpful to the livelihood of the nearby peoples.

23. Mirs. Thangamari, Athirakottai village

Mrs. Thangamari said that we do not want the quarry and that our houses will be affected

by this quarry operations.

24. Mrs. Karuppai, Athirakottai village

Mrs. Karuppai said that our house is affected.

25. V... Satheeskumar. Athur Subramaniapuram village

Mr. Satheeskumar said that he has been working in this quarry for five years and said that
livelihood and financial status of the 40 families has been affected due to non operation of this
quarry, so permission should be given to this quarry and only if it is given, our livelihood and

families will get developed.

26.Mrs.Valli, EthirKottai Village

Mrs.Valli said that, there are Anganwadi centers in our village, and the children there are
affected by the blasting activities carried out in this quarry. She said that, they cannot sleep
properly due to heavy blasting. Therefore, she said that children need protection and raised a

demand of water for agriculture.



27. Mr. Tirupathi, Ethirkottai Village

Mr. Tirupathi said that the raw materials for building a house are procured from quarries,
and that everyone buys M-sand and P-sand from here for building houses, and that there is no
harm from this quarry, and continued that he is working as a supervisor in this quarry. The
rough stone is extracted in a safe manner in this quarry and the quarry management gives food to
the workers there. He also said that M-sand and P-sand aré provided at low prices to the villages
surrounding this quarry and said that 21 families have bought M-sand and P-sand from this
quarry. Earlier.He said that these quarries provided us with security during the Corona pandemic
period, provided road facilities, and the quarry owners purchased trees from Pudukkottai district,
planted and maintained the same, and also provided bonus during the Diwali festival season,
and were operating with all permits as per the law. He also said that if permission is given to this

quarry, the livelihood of 300 to 400 families will develope.

28.Mr. Ganesan, Nathikudi village

Mr. Ganesan said that he has been working in this quarry for the past two years.He said
that he has no employment because the quarry is currently not in operation and said that he has

two children. He also requested permission to operate this quarry.

29. Mrs. Bhathrakali, EthirKottai village

Mrs. Bhathrakali said that due to the blasting in the quarry, the tiles placed in his houses
are falling and the roads are being damaged and said that the quarry is causing damage to the

houses located near this quarry its turn it affects our livelihood.

30.Name not given, Ethirkkottai village

Speaking from Ethirkkottai village, said that he did not know that permission was given to
this quarry last time and that the houses are being vibrating and affected due to the blasting

operations carried out in this quarry.
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31. Mr.Balu, Kangarseval Village

Mr. Balu said that he had not faced any problem due to the operation of this quarry and
said that he also worked as a driver in the quarry and noticed thét the road was not affected by
the querry. He also said that there were four quarries o’pérating in the area, but only operation of
this quarry being alleged. He also said that 200 people in our village work in this quarry, so only

if permission is given to this quarry, our family's livelihood will develope

32. Mr. Arun Kumar, Ethirkkottai Village

Mr. Arun Kumar said that most of the people who are attended this public hearing meeting
are those working in the quarry. In this regard we submitted hundred numbers of petitions and
so they are favouring the quarrying management to the District Collector and the Chief
Minister’s‘ Special Division. A permission has already been given for their existing quarry and
that it is currently being renewed. He said that this quarry is located in Ethirikkottai village , and
those who are saying permission for this quarry are not from Ethirikkottai Panchayat, and
Uppuppatti village is located two kilometers away from the quarry and Kangarsevalpatti village
is located two kilometers away. But the operation of this quarry is affecting the nearby villages,
agriculture also. He also said that there is water demand in our village and water for domestic
usage comes only once in 25 days. He said that due to the quarry operations, the ground water
has depleded in our area and we are forced to put borewells for 1000 to 2000 feet deep to extract
water, there previals a demand of Ground water in Kanmoi also. Since, the quarry is located at
50 meters away from Kanmoi, and fencing should be provided around the quarry for safety
purpose, but  fencing has been provided only on the road used to access the quarry and no
native trees have been planted to protect the environment. He also said that there are no bésic

road facilities, drinking water facilities, so the permission for the quarry should be revoked.
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33. Mrs. Kalaiselvi, E.T.Rettivapatti Village

Mrs. Kalaichelvi said that there are two numbers of quarries located at a distance of 500
meters in this area, but the peoples are only opposing this quarry and said that no compiaint has
been received so far due to the operation of this quarry and continued this the quarry is oberating
properly as per the instructions of the TamilNadu Pollution Control Board. He said that more
than 150 people are employed directly and indirectly and said that more number of people are
benefiting from this quarry and no one is affected. She also said that no houses are affected by

this quarry, and requested the Government to grant permission for this quarry.

34. Mr. Krishnasamy, Gangarseval Village

Mr. Krishnasamy said that more than 30 people working in this quarry and continued that
we are not affected in any way due to operation of this quarry. Since M-sand is sold at a high
price in other areas, but M-sand is available at a low price in this quarry, so permission shall be

granted for this quarry.

35.Mrs. Karpaga Anitha, Ethirkkottai village

Ms. Karpaga Anitha said that the proposed this quarry would only affect the people of

Ethirkkottai village, and other village people will not be affect due to operation of this quarry.

36.Mrs. Marithai, Ethirkkottai village,

Mrs. Marithai said that the quarry would cause harm to public and therefore requested that

permission for the quarry should not be granted.

After that, since no one came forward to giveview on the project, the Revenue Divisional
Officer, Sattur invited the public to offer their furthermore views if any. Even after that, no one
came forward to give any opinion. Finally, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu

Pollution Control Board, Virudhunagar has narrated the proceedingsof the public hearing
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-s0nducted and informed that the Minutes of the Meeting along with Compact Disc consisting the
entire videographed Public Hearing will be forwarded to the SEIAA for further actions. He also

thanked all and requested to furnish their views if any in written of petitions.

Number of written petitions received during the public - 10
hearing

Number of petitions received by General Tapals - 4
Notal number of petitions received through E-Mail -
Number of written petitions received via the District - 43
Collectorate Virudhunagar (Through Monday GDP) o
Total number of petitions - 59

With this, the meeting came to the end.

DistrictfEnvironmental Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar. Virudhunagar District.

Enclosures:
1. Copy of Attendance Register (Total 18 — pages, 228 persons).
2. Videograph of public hearing meeting (Pendrive).
3. Copy of Public Notices (Both Tamil & English).
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