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TAMIL NADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING CONDUCTED FOR OBTAINING
THE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT,
FOREST & CLIMATE CHANGE BY IDUVAI ROUGH STONE & GRAVEL QUARRY —
CLUSTER (2 NOS.) FOR THE PROPOSED QUARRY PROJECT OF 3.64.0
HECTARES LOCATED AT S.F. NOS. 277 AND 286/1 (PART) IDUVAI VILLAGE,
TIRUPPUR SOUTH TALUK, TIRUPPUR DISTRICT, TAMILNADU STATE, HELD ON
08.10.2025 AT 10.30 AM IN AT TIRUPPUR CITY MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
BAMBOO PARK HALL, CHINNAKALLIPALAYAM, IDUVAI, TIRUPPUR SOUTH
TALUK, TIRUPPUR DISTRICT.

PROJECT NAME:

Iduvai Rough Stone & Gravel Quarry - Cluster (2 Nos), Iduvai Village, Tiruppur South
Taluk, Tiruppur District.

SI. No | Name & Address of the Project Area (Hectares)
1. M/s. P. Karthik Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, 2.05.0
SF No. 277
2, M/s. V.P. Ramasamy Rough Stone and Gravel 1.59.0
Quarry, SF. No. 286/1 (Part)

PARTICIPANTS:

1 Thiru. K. Sivaprakash : | Revenue Divisional Officer,
Tiruppur.
2. | Thiru. S. Bharathiraja . | District Environmental Engineer

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North

3. | Thiru.. M.AAIM. Mannar Thippu | : | Assistant Engineer
Sulthan Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruppur North




4. | Thiru. T. Shankaranarayanan - | Assistant Engineer
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Tiruppur North
7. | Project Proponent/ Owner (1) - | Thiru. P. Karthik Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarry
8 | Project Proponent/ Owner (2) - | Thiru. V.P. Ramasamy Rough Stone and

Gravel Quarry

9. | Thiru. Dr. M. Selvakumar : | Project Consultant
Aadhi Bhoomi Mining & Enviro Tech (P)
Ltd., Salem, Tamil Nadu.

10. | Public - | 78 No. (Attendance Register enclosed)

vide Annexure-l.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur
North:

The District Environmental Engineer, on behalf of the District Administration
and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, welcomed all dignitaries and participants.
He respectfully welcomed the Honourable Revenue Divisional Officer who is presiding
over this Public Hearing. He also welcomed the general public, environmental activists,
other government officials, police officers, and the ownérs of the ordinary stone and

gravel quarries who have come to participate and express their views.

As per the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification, 2008, issued by the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India, it is
mandatory for eight categories of activities and industries to obtain prior Environmental
Clearance before starting their projects. For certain types of projects mentioned in the
EIA Notification 2006, conducting a Public Hearing is compulsory as part of the

Environmental Clearance process.

Accordingly, in Tiruppur District, Tiruppur South Taluk, Iduvai Village, Survey
No. 277, Thiru. P. Karthik has applied for Environmental Clearance to establish an
Ordinary Stone and Gravel Quarry. Similarly, in Survey No. 286/1 (part), Thiru. V.P.
Ramasamy has also applied for an Ordinary Stone and Gravel Quarry. Both quarries
together cover a total area of 3.46.0 hectares. Therefore, this Public Hearing is being

conducted as part of the Environmental Clearance procedure.

In 'connection with this Public Hearing, a Public Notice was issued 30 days in advance
in the newspapers "Daily Thanthi" and "The New Indian Express" on 04.09.2025, in

accordance with the statutory requirements. in addition, pamphlets were distributed to



the residents of Iduvai and nearby villages to inform them about the conduct of this
Public Hearing. ‘ !

During this meeting, the project consultants on behalf of the quarry owners will
explain details of the project and the Environmental Impact Assessment Report through
a PowerPoint Presentation. After this, the public and environmental volunteers from the

region may express their views either orally or in writing.

All opinions and statements provided by the participants are being recorded.
The entire proéeedings of this Public Hearing are being documented through audio and
video recording. These recordings, along with the minutes of the meeting and the
written statements, will be compiled and sent to the State Environmental Impact
Assessment Authority (SEIAA) for further action.

Participants who wish to exbress their views must clearly mention their name,
village, and address. They are requested to provide remarks related only to the
proposed stone and gravel quarry project. |

Once again, the District Environmental Engineer earnestly requests that only'
comments related to this quarry project be submitted and that irrelevant statements be
avoided.

Finally, the District Environmental Engineer respectfully invites the Honourable
Revenue Divisional Officer to preside over and conduct the Public Hearing.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Tiruppur:

The Revenue Divisional Officer, Tiruppur welcomed everyone and stated that
everyone will be given an equal opportunity to express their opinions during today's
public hearing. He informed that participants may present their views regarding the
proposed quarry project. However, he requested that opinions related to any other
quarry project should not be discussed at this forum.

He kindly appealed to all participants to express their views specifically about
this proposed quarry, either briefly or in detail, but to do so in a timely and orderly
manner so that the proceedings can be conducted efficiently.

The project Proponent from Aadhi Bhoomi Mining & Enviro Tech (P) Ltd., Salem,
Tamil Nadu:

The project proponent welcomed all the participants who had gathered for
the public hearing. He then explained the details of the project in the following
‘manner:



An introduction to the quarry project.
Details of the newspaper advertisement published regarding the project.

Information about the public hearing notification.
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Photographs showing the development of the greenbelt and the construction of

fencing along the lease boundary, along with nearby structures.

5. Details about environmental regulatory bodies and related institutions.

6. A Google Earth image showing the transportation network within a 10-kilometre
radius around the existing quarry.

7. A Google Earth image showing a 300-metre and 500-metre radius around the
two proposed quarries for ordinary stone and rough stone.

8. Photographs of air, water, and soil sample collection activities.

9. Details of the study area.

10. Information on ambient air quality in the surrounding region.

11.Standards for ambient noise quality.

12.Predicted noise levels in the intermediate zone due to the proposed mining
activities. ‘

13.Results of baseline water quality analysis.

14.Details of the geo-resistivity survey conducted.

15.Physical and chemical parameters of soil.

16. Information on ground vibrations.

17.Mitigation measures to control vibrations.

18.A land use and land cover analysis map for an area of approximately 10
kilometres around the site. '

19.Details of the LU/LC (Land Use / Land Cover) classifications and their areal
extent in square kilometres within the 10-kilometre radius.

20.Photographs of plant species found within the core zone and buffer zone,
representing local environmental and biodiversity conditions.

21.Photographs of animal species found within the core zone and buffer zone.

22.The proposed five-year afforestation plan.

23.The estimated project cost.

24.The benefits of the proposed project.

25.A concluding statement.

A copy of the PowerPoint presentation is also enclosed vide Annexure — Il
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After that, the District Environmental Engineer of the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board, Tiruppur North, said that in this public hearing, the public may record
their opinions either in writing or verbally. Before giving their opinions, he requested
that people must clearly mention their name, address, and the name of the village they
belong to. he also repeatedly emphasized that opinions should be given only about this

proposed quarry project.




Accordingly, the public expressed the following views,

1. Mr. Satheeskumar, State Secretary, Legal Awareness Wing of the Tamil Nadu
Farmers’ Protection Association, Avinasi :

He greeted everyone present and also extended greetings to the state-level
environmental volunteers who had come all the way from Andhra Pradesh welcome
the establishment of this stone quarry. He stated that he was going to speak about
the proposed rough stone and gravel stone quarry located in Survey Numbers 277
and 286/1 at Iduvai Village, which belongs to Mr-. Karthik and Mr. Ramasamy. He
introduced himself as Satheeskumar, State Secretary of the Legal Awareness Wing
of the Tamil Nadu Farmers’ Protection Association, and informed that he was from
Avinasi.

He said that he was here to oppose the establishment of this quarry. He
mentioned that they possess legal information and documents to justify their
opposition. He further said they wished to clearly explain the legal reasons behind
their objection. He also stated that in Tiruppur District, illegal rough stone quarry
operations and illegal approvals granted by government officials are continuously
taking place. As a result, this region is gradually being turned into a barren land. The
natural environment is being destroyed, and illegal‘ mining operations are being
hidden by dumping waste materials over the mined areas. He questioned why this
quarry is considered illegal and why permission should not be granted. He explained
that as per the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, if there are residential
areas within a 300-meter radius of the proposed quarry site, permission cannot be
granted.

He claimed that within 300 meters of these 2 quarry sites, there are several
residential houses. However, instead of acknowledging this fact, fake documents are
being created to hide the existence of these houses. He stated that revenue officials
and mining department officers are trying to bring this quarry project forward by
using such forged documents. He insisted that this matter must be thoroughly
investigated. He demanded that legal action must be taken against the Village
Administrative Officer, Revenue Inspector, and Tahsildar who prepared and
submitted the false documents. He said that charges must be filed against them
under laws related to forgery, criminal conspiracy, and criminal offences, and they
should be dismissed from their posts and punished accordingly. He also mentioned
that this has become a routine practice, where officials sit inside their offices, ignore
the real situation outside, prepare false reports claiming there are no houses nearby,
accept bribes, and leave. He stated that because of these practices, the common
people and farmers are the ones who are continuously suffering and he wished to

officially record this concern in the public hearing.



He stated that according to the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession
Rules, if a over head- water storage tank with a capacity of around 50,000 to
100,000 litres is located within 500 meters of the quarry site, permission for
quarrying cannot be granted. In this area, there is such a over head water tank,
along with government-owned deep bore wells, which supply drinking water to the
village panchayats. These are the primary water sources for the local people. He
questioned how permission could be given when such critical water infrastructure
exists nearby. If the over head water tank collapses or is damaged due to quarry
operations, who will take responsibility for the consequences?

He further explained that the PAP canal passes through this region, but

quarry activities have been carried out by breaking the canal structure, without
leaving the mandatory 7.5-meter safety distance. Proper buffer zones have not been
maintained between the quarry and patta lands or temple lands. He said that none of
the stone quarries in this area follow the benching method of mining, which is
essential for safety and environmental protection. He said a public hearing should be
for explaining how the quarry affects the environment, what kind of environmental
impact it creates, and how the project authorities plan to control or prevent these
impacts. This information should be clearly presented to the people.
However, he emphasized that the quarry owners never follow the rules in practice.
Whatever they promise during the permission stage is not implemented once
approval is obtained. He pointed out that within 300 to 500 meters of the quarry site,
the PAP canal, bridges, and other public structures are present. When such
important public assets exist within the restricted distance, how can permission be
granted? Legally, it cannot be approved. He also mentioned that the PAP canal has.
already been damaged by the quarry operators, and later they simply placed stones
to cover up it. He questioned that first of all which authority gave permission to break
the canal.

He further stated that they noticed a public road in that area while arriving.
Public buses travel through that road, and the road is already in very poor condition.
He questioned how heavy quarry vehicles are allowed to pass on such a damaged
road and how public transportation is being managed under these conditions. He
mentioned that quarry operations in this region are causing serious inconvenience to
the general public, obstructing public transportation, and making it extremely difficult
for people to travel. Residential areas, particularly M.G.R Nagar and other nearby
inhabited places, are located close to the proposed quarry site. Even the project
proponents have stated that M.G.R. Nagar is located only 270 meters from the
quarry site. In such a situation, he expressed disbelief as to how this quarry project

was permitted to be brought for a public hearing. He questioned who is responsible

for this and demanded that appropriate action be taken against the authority that
granted the permission. He firmly stated that this quarry project does not even
qualify to be presented for a public hearing. He insisted that this quarry does not

even qualify to be brought for a public hearing.
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In the next part, he raised the issue of illegal mineral transportation. He
asked how many quarries within a 500-meter radius of the proposed site have been
inspected. He questioned how many quarries have followed the legal benching
method of stepped excavation. He also asked how many quarries have established
the mandatory greenbelt protection zone (green barrier). He pointed out that in none
of the quarries has the benching method been followed. Instead, they have cut the
land vertically, as though digging a mine, without any safety step formations. He
stated that such practices are not legally permitted. He explained that these types of
quarrying activities cause severe environmental damage, pose risks to the general
public, endanger the workers employed in those quarries, and destroy natural
resources in a way that cannot be restored within a 500-meter radius of this
proposed quarry site, this is the prevailing situation.He further mentioned that near
the proposed quarry field, none of the nearby quarries have maintained the
mandatory 7.5-meter safety distance from private patta lands. Even other quarry
operators have not left a 7.5-meter safety distance. He pointed out that electricity
poles run directly between different agricultural fields in that area. If these electric
poles tilt, fall, or cause any other kind of damage due to quarry activities, he
questioned who will take responsibility. He demanded to know why the mandatory
7.5-meter distance has not been followed by the quarry operators.

He questioned why, when permission for this stone quarry was being
proposed, the authorities who conducted the site inspection did not record any of
these important facts in the documents submitted for the public hearing or for the
approval of the quarry. He stated that this clearly shows that the officials have acted
in support of the project proponents, and this must be recorded with proper
evidence.

He further explained that the vehicles used for quarry operations always
carry excessive loads. It is already well known that on national highways and state
highways, both the National Highways Authority and the State Highway Departments
in Tamil Nadu have rules that vehicles must not carry loads beyond the permitted
limits. Roads that are designed to last for 5 or 10 years are becoming severely
damaged within 2 or 3 months due to overloaded vehicles. Asa result, the public is
unable to use the roads properly, and frequent road accidents and fatalities are
occurring. When laws clearly allow authorities to take strict action, including seizing
the vehicle, filing cases against the quarry owners, buyers of the minerals, drivers of
the vehicles, and even against the vehicles themselves along with possibilities for
criminal proceedings and contempt of court cases in the Supreme Court no action
has been taken. Instead, the illegal activities are being indirectly supported, which is
highly condemnable. He asked, if roads are destroyed, how will the people travel?

He strongly criticized that when roads are constructed using the taxpayers’
money, and quarry operators use those same roads for their commercial activities
and damage them, the people are the ones who suffer without proper roads. He

stated that these quarry activities are being carried out without any concern for
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‘public welfare, and they strongly condemn this. Through this public hearing, he
demanded that roads must be properly maintained, heavy overloading of vehicles
must be strictly stopped, and that the Revenue Department, Department of Geology
and Mining, Police Department, and Transport Department must take strict action,
impose penalties, and ensure proper punishment against those responsible.

He stated that both of these individuals are already operating stone
quarries. They have been running quarry activities under the names of their father,
mother, or other family members. Now, once again, they are applying for permission
to start another quarry. This is because, according to the existing law, a single
individual in the state cannot be granted permission for more than 2 stone quarries.
However, to bypass this rule, they continue to apply under different names of their
family members. By repeatedly changing the names and ownership on paper, they
are obtaining quarry licences illegally and misleading both the government and the
public.

He further mentioned that there is no objection if different members of the
same family operate quarries, but there must be a legal limit. Natural resources
belong to everyone, not just to a few families. When only a few people take these
resources for their own profit, especially through illegal methods, it causes problems
and loss to the society. As mentioned earlier, several quarries are functioning within
a 500-meter radius of private patta lands and temple lands, without maintaining the
mandatory 7.5-meter safety distance. Strict action should be taken against this.
Therefore, he requested that all these violations must be investigated properly and
appropriate action must be taken immediately.

He added that permission has been granted for quarrying up to a depth of
60 meters, which is approximately 200 feet. If a quarry is allowed to operate up to
200 feet deep, he questioned how agricultural wells, which are only 40 to 60 or 70
feet deep, will get water. When 2 quarries operate at a depth of 200 feet, all the
groundwater will be drawn towards those quarry pits. As a result, water sources in
agricultural lands will dry up, and farmers will not be able to use water for irrigation.
Therefore, this poses a serious threat to groundwater availability and agricultural
sustainability.

He pointed out another important issue, stating that the project proponents
always speak only about groundwater from lower layers of the earth. However,
environmentalists and geologists are well known that water exists in multiple layers
beneath the Earth’s surface. All ecological systems, biodiversity, plants, shrubs, and
trees depend mainly on the water found in the uppermost soil layer, specifically
within the top 10 meters of the ground. If permission is given for quarrying, this
upper water layer will completely disappear, causing the land to turn into a desert,
leading to severe drought conditions and even increasing the possibility of
earthquakes at later stages. According to information from the Central Government,

this region has already been identified as a seismic zone where earthquakes above



3.0 on the Richter scale can occur. Excessive deep quarrying and frequent blasting
further weaken the core mother bedrocks.
Speaking about blasting, he stated that the quarry operators claim they use
the "NONEL method" of blasting, but no one has clearly addressed this issue. The
| project developers must provide complete clarity on the type of explosives used
because the primary concern in this area is the use of explosives. Despite many
complaints being filed against the illegal transport and usage of blasting materials,
no strict action has been taken. In reality, they do not use the simple "NONEL
method" of blasting. Instead, they use high-intensity explosives that cause strong
vibrations, severe environmental pollution, and release chemical smoke. This puts
nearby farmers, the general public, open wells, and even livestock at great risk due
to these shockwaves and toxic emissions.

He insisted that the government must take appropriate action to stop these
issues. However, instead of controlling them, continuous permissions are being
granted for such quarries, causing severe damage to agriculture and reducing crop
productivity. During blasting operations, the release of chemical substances and
smoke affects agricultural yield. As a result, farmers' production decreases.
Similarly, if children, elderly people, and women inhale these chemicals and dust, it
may lead to serious health problems, reduced lifespan, and even loss of life. At that
point, he questioned whether proper control measures and monitoring are being
done. He stated that there is no monitoring and no proper control by any authority.

He questioned the role of the Pollution Control Board, asking where it has
studied the environmental impacts caused by quarry operations. He stated that the
Board issues permission for quarries and stops with that, without ensuring
continuous monitoring or control. However, the Pollution Control Board should
monitor all these issues and take proper action. He asked how many times the
Pollution Control Board, the Department of Geology and Mining, or the Revenue
Department officials have inspected the existing quarries. After inspecting, did they
record how much pollution was released? How much harm was caused to the
general public? How much impact did farmers face? What is the current level of
pollution in soil, air, and water? What type of chemicals are released during blasting
and what is their impact? He argued that the authorities have not provided any such
information or data. Instead, they are continuously providing approvals for new
quarries. This irresponsible approach, without scientific monitoring or environmental
assessment, will destroy the entire region. He reminded that this area is already
prone to earthquakes and desertification as previously mentioned. In addition, He
stated that some quarry owners, after receiving approval, hide the existence of
residential houses located within 300 meters of the quarry site. If a local resident
wants to build a new house, they are not allowed because the quarry owners
approach the court and obtain orders stating that no new house should be approved
within 300 meters of the quarry, unless the quarry owners provide a no-objection
certificate. The quarry owners impose conditions such as if stones fall during
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blasting, or if there is land vibration, or if agriculture is damaged, people should not
raise any complaints. Only if the public agrees to these conditions, they will not
object to house construction. But in reality, houses already exist before quarry
operations begin, and such information is deliberately hidden. So, he questioned
who is responsible for taking action in such cases. |

Furthermore, He said that because of these conditions created by quarry
owners, even the basic desire of poor people, farmers, and workers to build a house
is being disrupted. Due to these quarry activities, whether in the northern, southern,
eastern, or western directions, existing residential areas and people who plan to
build houses are facing uncertainty. He questioned how people can construct homes
and live safely, and how the local administration will collect property tax and provide
buﬂdmg approval in such an environment. There is no proper answer to these
concerns. Everyone keeps talking only about environmental impact, but no one is
addressing the key question. what happens to the residents living in these areas. If
they are affected or harmed in any way, who will answer and who will take
responsibility?

He expressed that only the interests of quarry owners are being considered,
while the safety and rights of the general public are being ignored. According to
them, there are already an excessive number of quarries operating in this region.
The stones quarried here are not being used for local development but are sent
mainly to neighbouring states. Therefore, granting more quarry approvals is
unnecessary and harmful. He highlighted that a petrol station is located on the
southern side of the proposed site. If the quarry operations, especially blasting,
cause any damage to the petrol station or bakery nearby, who will be responsible?
The underground petrol storage tank is directly beneath the petrol station. If blasting
vibrations cause an explosion in this tank, who will be held accountable for the
consequences7

He further questioned how many PESO (Petroleum and Explosives Safety
Organization) meetings are being conducted regularly. Matters related to illegal
explosives transportation, petroleum product storage safety, and explosive material
usage are supposed to be discussed in PESO meetings. However, in Tiruppur
district, PESO meetings are not conducted properly. Even when he request
information or documents, such details are not provided. He insisted that proper
PESO meetings should be held regularly to monitor quarries located near petrol
stations and to take preventive action. He demanded that the authorities should
investigate incidents where illegal explosives were transported or used, assess
damages caused due to such activities, and take lawful actions against those

responsible.

He also stated that they have already submitted multiple petitions and -

complaints related to quarry operations in this area. However, no action has been
taken on those complaints so far. He stressed that authorities must investigate those

complaints properly and impose penalties where necessary. Even under the Right to
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Information Act, when they seek information about these quarries and nearby mining
activities, the concerned departments refuse to provide data. The Department of
Geology and Mining is not providing any information. He clarified that they are not
blaming the Pollution Control Board, as the Board is providing information
transparently. But from the Revenue Department and the Mining Department, they
are unable to receive any information.

He stated that even if information can be obtained from the Revenue
Divisional Office, the Department of Geology and Mining is functioning more like a

private quarry office instead of a public department. This department operates using

| taxpayers’ money and therefore has an obligation to maintain transparency. He said
that whenever a quarry application is submitted or quarrying operations are carried
out, all related information should be made available to the public openly. Only
through such transparency can people understand the full details of these quarry
activities. The public will always speak the truth if something is wrong, they will
question it, and if it is right, He will not interfere. He clarified that they only question
quarries that function illegally and cause harm. No one questions quarries that
operate lawfully and without causing harm because that is within legal rights. But
when operations are conducted illegélly and harm the environment or péople, it
becomes the duty of everyone to raise concerns and stop it.

He pointed out that according to DGMS (Director General of Mines Safety)
regulations, proper benching must be followed in quarries. However; in this region,
the quarry operators do not follow benching methods and cut the rocks vertically
instead. This has led to accidents such as trucks overturning, blasting mishaps,
landslides, and worker deaths. In such situations, it becomes clear that safety rules
are ‘not being followed properly. He emphasized that quarry operations should
comply strictly with DGMS guidelines to ensure the safety of workers and the
surrounding environment.

He also questioned how many workers employed in these quarries are
provided with medical insurance and life insurance. He asked how many times
medical check-ups have been conducted for workers. He wanted to know the health
- condition of the workers when they first joined the job and what their health condition
is now after working for several years in these quarries. He also questioned whether
workers are covered under ESI (Employees’ State Insurance) and PF (Provident
Fund) schemes and what their current status is. He insisted that all such worker
welfare details must be examined and recorded as part of quarry regulation and
monitoring.

He said that even though these workers may say they are in an unorganized
sector without proper structure, still, why are they not being registered under a
~formal system to ensure their safety and protection? He questioned why the quarry
owners do not register the workers and provide them basic security benefits. He
also stated that the DGMS (Director General of Mines Safety) rules are not being

followed. Running a quarry in such a way ignoring safety rules and acting as if he
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can do anything they want is completely wrong. Next, he discussed the continuous
dumping of waste in this area. The municipal boundary is located right next to this
place. After carrying out illegal quarrying, they have the idea that they can dump-
waste in the quarry pit and close it, and that the municipality will also dump garbage
there. He insisted that a drone survey must be carried out and all limestone quarries
within a 500-meter radius must be inspected properly and strict action should be
taken.

He said that this limestone quarry is not suitable for granting permission.
Within a 300-meter radius, there are already residential houses. There is also an
overhead water storage tank, a petrol station, and a bridge located near the quarry
site. Apart from these, there are many other important structures in the surrounding
area. He stressed that a proper scientific and field inspection should be conducted
and appropriate action must be taken based on the findings.

He concluded by saying that this site is not appropriate or eligible for quarry

permission. Thank you.
. Mr. Kamesh Kumar, Tiruppur :

He respectfully greeted the Tiruppur District Environmental Engineer, the
Tiruppur District Revenue Divisional Officer, and all the crusher owners of
Velampalayam, 63. He stated that he has been working as the person in charge at
V.P.R. Crusher and Blue Metals for the past 13 years.

He further mentioned that for the past 3 years, the crusher’s license has lapsed, and
because of this, his livelihood has been severely affected and he has been
struggling in a very difficult situation. Therefore, he humbly requested the District
Revenue Divisional Officer and the District Environmental Engineer to take

immediate action and‘kindly renew the license.
. Mr. P. Ramesh, 63 Velampalayam :

He mentioned that he is from 63, Velampalayam. He has been working as a
driver at the V.P.R. Quarry for the past 10 years. At present, the quarry is not
functioning as its license has lapsed. As a result, his livelihood has been affected,
and he is facing significant difficulties. Therefore, he humbly requested the
authorities to grant the license for the quarry. He concluded by expressing his thanks
and greetings.

_ Mr. M. Nandhakumar, 63 Velampalayam:

He stated that he has been working as a driver for V.P.R. for the past 15
years. For the past few years, the quarry has been non-operational. As a result, his
livelihood has been severely affected, and he is facing very difficult circumstances.

Therefore, he humbly requested that the license for the quarry be granted.
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5. Mr. A. Adaikkalaraj, 63 Velampalayam :

He stated that his name is Adaikkalaraj and that he works as a driver at
Karthik Crusher. He mentioned that, without a license, they are facing severe
difficulties. Their livelihood depends entirely on this crusher. Therefore, he humbly
requested that the license be granted.

6. Mr. C. Easwaran, 63 Velampalayam:

He greeted everyone present at the meeting. He stated that he works as a
Hitachi operator at Karthik Crusher. Currently, the quarry has not been operational
for the past 2 years, which has severely affected his livelihood. He mentioned that
granting the license would greatly help. He further added that he does not know any
other work and has been managing with this situation for the past 4 years. He
humbly requested that the license for the quarry be granted as soon as possible.

7. Mr. K. Satheesh, Environmental Protection Secretary, Tiruppur:

He introduced himself as Satheesh, serving as the Environmental Protection
Secretary. He greeted the assembly and all those present on the stage. He
expressed respect for the customs, traditional culture, and values of the community.
At the same time, he acknowledged the legitimate concerns raised by the residents
and emphasized that he stands in full solidarity with them. He stated that the
government must take immediate responsibility for addressing the issues of the
village, ensure the provision of necessary funds for sustainable development, and
take prompt action to resolve the pressing problems. He also highlighted the need
for immediate arrangement of employment opportunities and for providing
permanent housing to the residents, humbly requesting the senior officials of the
government to take the necessary action.

He further emphasized that the development of the village must occur in a
sustainable and environmentally harmonious manner. As the Environmental
Protection Secretary, he appealed to the landowners of the area to actively plant and
maintain trees, underlining the importance of preserving green cover. He stated that
proper care of trees is essential for the long-term environmental stability of the
region, and that landowners have a responsibility to maintain ecological balance
while utilizing their land.

He concluded by reiterating his request to the senior government authorities to
grant environmental clearance to the landowners without imposing unnecessary
restrictions, ensuring that the developmental and environmental requirements are

- met simultaneously. His appeal was that environmental protection and sustainable
development must proceed together, and that all necessary steps should be taken
promptly to safeguard both the livelihoods of the residents and the natural resources
of the village. He ended by expressing his thanks and greetings.
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8. Mr. Chandrasekar, 63, Velampalayam:

Mr. Chandrasekar extended his respectful greetings to everyone present at
the gathering. He stated that he works as a Poclain operator at V. P. R. Crusher and
has been serving in this role for fifteen years. He highlighted that due to the recent
lack of work opportunities, his family livelihood has been severely affected. He
further explained that the prolonged stoppage of quarry operations has caused
significant financial and social difficulties for him and his family. Therefore, he
humbly requested that the authorities grant fhe quarry the nécessary legal
permission as soon as possible so that work can resume, emphasizing that
providing this permission promptly would help restore the livelihood and stability of

families dependent on quarry operations.
9. Mr. Selvakumar,Chinaakalipalayam:

Mr. Selvakumar extended his respectful greetings to all government officials
and the general public present at the gathering. He stated that he previously served
as the district head of the Environmental Protection Wing for the Bharatiya Janata
Party and currently works as the Secretary of the North Tiruppur District. He
mentioned that Chinnakalipalayam is his native village. He emphasized that
sufficient quarries are already operating in this area and therefore, no further
approvals for new quarries should be issued. He highlighted that the proposed site
for the new quarry is located very close to the settlement of the Adi Dravidar
community, where his own house is situated. Due to daily blasting in the quarry,
many houses in that area have developed cracks and suffered structural damage.
Additionally, the dust and smoke generated from the crusher machines create
significant discomfort for residents living in the eastern part of the village. He noted
that the environmental impact is so severe that even placing a plate of food outside
for a few minutes results in it being covered with dust. Despite this, he expressed
confusion over how officials evaluated the site and concluded that “there is no
significant dust” and, in the presented PowerPoint slides, Pre-claimed that there is
‘no impact on the public. |

Mr. Selvakumar urged that the actual situation must be assessed by directly
interacting with the local residents. Many of the residents are unable to attend
meetings because they go to work daily, which results in their concerns remaining

unvoiced. He emphasized that a large number of people have already been
adversely affected by the existing quarries. Since sufficient quarries already operate
in the area, no further permissions are necessary. He also refuted claims that
“permissions are being granted for quarry owners to dump waste,” clarifying that
during waste disposal planning, several quarry owners actually supported the

residents’ opposition to prevent environmental damage.
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Finally, Mr. Selvakumar strongly emphasized that no further damage should
occur to the land. He referred to satellite imagery of Chinnakalipalayam, noting that
the area appears severely scarred, like multiple wounds on a ‘single body, due to
existing quarry operations. He concluded by requesting that no permissions for new
quarries be granted to prevent further destruction of the land. He expressed gratitude
to everyone who allowed him the opportunity to speak and concluded his statement
with thanks and respectful regards.

10.  Mr. Thangavel, Chinnakalipalayam :

Mr. Thangavel stated that he is a farmer residing near the quarry area. He
explained that even in the absence of a quarry, constructing buildings or starting any
business in this area is not easy due to pre-existing challenges. Therefore, he
believes that the quarry has not caused significant impact. Initially, some issues
arose due to the vibrations from blasting. After reporting these issues, appropriate
measures were taken, and currently, the blasting is conducted without causing any
problems. He emphasized that if similar situations occur in the future, complaints can

be made and corrective action can be implemented immediately.

Mr. Thangavel addressed concerns regarding the absence of a public road
near the quarry. He clarified that the road being used is a temporary road within the
P.A.P. irrigation project. As the head of the P.A.P. Irrigation Association, he
confirmed this fact. He acknowledged that there are a few residences nearby:;
however, these houses are not directly affected by the quarry operaﬁons. The
residents’ houses wefe newly constructed at a safe distance from the quarry, and

therefore, he believes there is no wrongdoing in this regard.

7 Finally, he stated that compensation can be provided to any families that might
be affected, if necessary. He also mentioned that stone breaking and distribution
activities are being carried out at minimal levels. Therefore, he respectfully expressed
that quarry permission can be granted for this site.

11.  Mr. Mahesh Moorthy, Poomaloor :

Good morning to everyone. The main purpose of his participation in this
meeting is to state that a stone quarry should not be established.

As mentioned earlier, there are residential areas within 300 meters of the
proposed quarry site. Even according to the proponent statement, houses are located
about 280 meters away. Considering this, it is unclear to him why there is still an
attempt to obtain permission. Based on these distance measurements alone, this

project should have been rejected from the beginning. If officials decide with the
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mindset that “anything can be done,” how can the general public live safely? Some
business owners, for the sake of profit, cannot be allowed to compromise the
livelihood and safety of the people, can they? Existing stone quarries can be used
according to actual demand. However, there is no necessity to start a new quarry.

Furthermore, this area has a very high risk of earthquakes. The reason is that
blasting operations are carried out without following proper safety regulations. In
addition, a petrol pump is located very close to this area. In such a hazardous
environment, it is unclear why permission is being sought. Information requested
under the Right to Information Act has not been fully provided. Permissions are being
granted without considering the correct opinions and objections that were presented
during the public consultation meeting. He cannot understand why this is happening.
Similar events have already occurred in their village; therefore, the community is well
aware of how severe the consequences can be. Hence, he respectfully requests that

permission for this quarry not be granted.
12.Mr. Naveenkumar, Tiruppur:

He extends his respectful greetings to everyone present here. His native
place is Tiruppur. He has been working at V.P.R. Crusher for the past 6 years.
During these 6 years, this job has provided him with a stable livelihood.However, for
the past 3 years, work has been stopped due to the lack of necessary permissions.
As a result, the livelihood of his family has been severely affected. Therefore, he
humbly requests that the permission be renewed and granted once again.

13. Mr. Natarajan, Oothukuli :

His name is Natarajan, and he comes from Oothukuli. He extends his
respectful morning greetings to the District Revenue Officer, the Environmental
Engineer, the farmers, quarry owners, and government officials present at this event.
According to the law, permission for a new quarry cannot be granted if there are
residential buildings within 300 meters, irrigation channels or bridges within 50
meters, low-tension electric lines within 50 meters, or high-tension towers within 300
meters. However, the current situation is as follows: low-tension electric lines pass
within 50 meters, a high-tension tower is located very close to the quarry, approved
houses and residences exist within 300 meters, and irrigation channels and bridges
are also within this distance. Given these conditions, how can permission for a
‘quarry be granted? It should not be granted. Granting permission when legal

regulations are violated is not proper.
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Furthermore, by law, vehicles on village roads should not exceed a weight
of 10 tons. However, here, tipper lorries are transporting stones with- a weight of up
to 90 tons. A tar road constructed at a cost of ¥1 crore per kilometer gets damaged
with potholes and erosion within a few months. Quarry owners claim, “We pay %1
crore in government revenue, so the village and the country develop.” In reality, a
single quarry affects the livelihood of thousands of people; dust, blasting chemicals,
air pollution, and water pollution impact the health of more than 5,000 residents. The
tax they pay is not enough even to maintain one kilometer of road.

Agricultural lands within one kilometer of the quarry are being adversely
affected. Dust from blasting chemicals and stone particleé settles on the soil,
reducing crop productivity. Drinking water wells are getting polluted. Children are
exposed to health problems such as B2 type diabetes due to airborne dust.
Therefore, he humbly requests that permission should not be granted for the two
proposed new quarries in this area.

14.Mr. Gokul Kannan, Chedarpalayam :

He extends his greetings to the District Environmental Engineer and to all the
~members of the public present here. His name is Gokul Kannan, and he comes from
Chedarpalayam. He is working as a civil engineer and has constructed many
buildings in that area. He basically comes from a farming family. The farmers
present here have expressed that they are being affected. However, he states that
~he has been obtaining material from Ramasamy Anna’s crusher almost since 2018.
This is not a new crusher; it is an already operating crusher. Therefore, the
permission they are requesting now is only for renewal.

Secondly, he points out that some say there are many crushers operating
currently. However, in reality, there are very few crushers. Every household requires
construction material, and the demand for building materials is increasing day by

~day, with prices continuously rising. At present, when material is taken from
Ramasamy Anna, payments are often made on a one or two-month credit basis,
which has caused considerable difficulty. Furthermore, when the crusher operates at
low capacity, they are forced to go outside to obtain materials, incurring an additional
cost of 2,000 to 3,000 rupees per load. This also affects the general public.
Therefore, he humbly requests that permission be granted to operate and reopen
Ramasamy Anna'’s crusher.

15.Mrs. Regina, Somanur :

‘Her name is Regina, and she comes from Somanur. She states that it does not
seem appropriate to grant permission when all the criteria and regulations are

against the applicants. Granting new permission or renewal for a quarry is subject to
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legal review and proper assessment. She explains that she has been directly
affected and continues to face difficulties. Her land is located in Erode District. The

quarry was already operating, and yet new permission has been granted.

She adds that once the quarry is established, they are not allowed to carry
out their agricultural activities. The quarry owners say that people cannot stay or
build sheds on their land. For livelihood, farming is necessary, and they cannot carry
out farming unless people are allowed to stay on the land. They are not permitted to
reside there. They state that a minimum distance of a certain number of meters must -
be maintained from the quarry. She points out that there are houses within 300
meters of the quarry, and overall structures exist within 500 meters, which violates
legal regulations. Therefore, before granting permission, it is essential to carefully
review whether the permanent criteria have been met. Otherwise, after permission is
granted, the quarry owners may prevent others from earning their livelihood.
Ordinary farmers cannot protest like others. She states that if officials act correctly,
as you have done, they will be able to continue their lives. They cannot protest every
time an issue arises. Therefore, she requests that this matter be carefully considered
before granting permission. In her opinion, it would be better to reject the permission

as far as possible.

16. Mr. Mugilan, Chennimalai, Coordinator of Tamilnadu Environment Protection
Movement : ‘

He addressed the public hearing organized jointly by the Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board and the Tiruppur District Administration for two stone
quarries, Karthik Stone Quarry at SF No. 277 and Ramasamy Stone Quarry located
at SF No. 286/1 (Part) in Iduvai Village, Tiruppur South Taluk. He extended his
greetings and wishes to the President of the public hearing, the newly appointed
Revenue Divisional Officer of the Tiruppur, and the District Environmental Engineer
of Tiruppur North, who was presiding over the meeting. He also acknowledged all
the departmental officials, journalists, representatives of farmer organizations,
environmental activists, general public, and social activists present. He specifically
mentioned their presence was driven by a concern that their village and soil should
not be destroyed and that the area should not be marked as a tragic part of history,
and to reveal the truth regarding the matter. Furthermore, he acknowledged the
quarry owners and those brought by the quarry owners, including a Telugu-speaking
person named Satish who had travelled from Andhra Pradesh to attend but stated
he was in Tiruppur and spoke in Tamil based on nofes written in English. Then he
introducing himself as Mugilan, the Coordinator of the Tamil Nadu Environmental
Protection Movement. v

He stated that he was one of the individuals who had worked with the
Sagayam Inquiry Committee on Granite Scéms, which was appointed by the Madras
High Court and the Delhi Supreme Court, for a period of one year. He mentioned his

role in contributing to the report which stated that granite scams worth one lakh
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eleven thousand crore rupees (%1,11,000 crores) had occurred in the Madurai
district alone. He then referred to the quarry workers and material purchasers who
had spoken earlier, saying that the quarry would be beneficial to them and that the
materials would be available at a low price. He also noted that the President of the
Farmers' Association had mentioned that the LBP canal nearby was being used for
irrigation. He then clarified their position, stating that their discussion was not merely
about whether the quarry was desired or not. He asserted that while their
fundamental policy was that the quarry was undesirable, the quarry's permit would
certainly not be stopped just because Mugilan spoke against it.

He began by questioning the legality of the quarry, stating, "The fundamental
question is whether this quarry is based on legal grounds." He explained that to
address this, an 'A-1' report had been submitted, and this public hearing meeting
was being held. He noted that the public hearing process required documentation
from 45 different departments, including certificates from the Village Administrative
- Officer (VAO), Land Revenue Officer, Tahsildar, Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO),
and Assistant Director (Mines).

He further pointed out that the Project Consultant, hired by the quarry owner,
had prepared the Mining Plan and submitted a 460-page Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) report to seek clearance, along with a 30-page PowerPoint
presentation. He criticized the consultant, asserting that he did not present the full
facts. Specifically, the consultant failed to mention the absence of residential
structures within a 300-meter radius and low-tension power lines within a 50-meter
radius. Conversely, the consultant also omitted the presence of solar panels within
300 meters and a stream (Odai) within 50 rheters, nor did he confirm the mandated
10-meter separation for cart tracks and footpaths. He alleged that the consultant had
concealed these facts and claimed that the quarry complied with all legal norms,
would provide revenue and employment to the village, and cause no environmental
poilution.

Mr. Mugilan then countered that the EIA report acknowledges that the
quarry's operation would cause air, water, soil, and noise pollution, negatively impact
biodiversity, and affect the socio-economic environment. He noted that the report
outlines mitigation measures for these impacts but claimed that these were not
adequately explained to the public. He urged everyone present to speak and act with
a clear conscience, as "no one knows how long we will live," and our actions should
be for future generaﬁons.

He shifted the focus back to the legal compliance of the mining plan,
specifically referencing Rule 36(1)(a) of the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession
Rules, 1959, which mandates that a quarry lease shall not be granted within 300
meters of a residential area. He challenged the attendees to confirm whether houses
existed within this 300-meter radius. He then technically defined an "approved
house" as one that appears on a Village Map or Field Map, has approval from the
Panchayat or Directorate of Town and Country Planning (DTCP), is classified as
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Natham Poramboke (village common land), or was constructed under government
schemes like the Kalaignar Housing Schéme, Green House Scheme, or Prime
Minister's Scheme. He pointed out that the project report denies the existence of
such approved houses within 300 meters, a claim he knew the locals would
unanimously refute.

First, they are speaking about the Karthik Quarry. They say that a major
fraudulent activity has taken place here. What is the fraud? In Tiruppur District, in
Oothukuli village, Sarkar Kathanganni area, the Functioning quarry located in Sarkar
Kathanganni Vengalapalayam was shut down only because there was one house
within 300 meters. They say that they know, and even the responsible officials know,
that the quarry owners allegedly paid a bribe of 2 crore to the Minister to obtain
permission earlier. But still, the quarry was closed on the grounds that there was a
single house within the 300-meter radius. He noted that the Karthik Quarry was a
new quarry, contradicting a preceding speaker (site engineer) who claimed to be
sourcing construction materials from it, stating they could not have legally taken
even a single load, though he conceded they might have illegally mined earth.
Legally, the quarry had reported no material extraction.

Furthermore, he highlighted a critical inconsistency in the Tamil Project
Summary Report provided by the consultant. On page 5, point 1, the report itself
states, "Nearby vilage MGR Nagar 270 meters West." He stressed that this
statement, made by the consultant, confirms the existence of MGR Nagar at 270
meters, which everyone present knew to be true. He questioned the necessity of the
public hearing if the report itself indicated a legal violation. He pointed out the
contradiction where the VAO had issued a No-Objection Certificate stating there
were no houses within 300 meters, while the consultant's summary report
contradicted this certification.

Finally, he detailed their own technical investigation using satellite imagery
(Google Maps). The analysis, based on the scientific latitude and longitude
coordinates of the quarry's outer boundary, showed a house and the village of MGR
Nagar at the 276-meter. He concluded that, based on the quarry's own project
summary report and verifiable geospatial data, the quarry cannot be legally
permitted, irrespective of any potential corruption (bribes to SEIAA or others)
because the law applies equally to everyone.

Next, regarding the northern area, they point out that it is not only MGR
Nagar, but also Vasuki Nagar, Annamalai Kaadu, and several surrounding areas
where there are houses and villages within a 300-meter radius in the northern and
eastern parts. Therefore, according to legal provisions, permission cannot be
granted for this quarry. They clearly explain the reasons for this restriction. They
further state that many false claims are being made, and even officials are reportedly
giving false statements under pressure, which leads to numerous irregularities and
mistakes in the quarry’s operation. To substantiate this, he referred to information

obtained through the Right to Information (RTI) Act. The RTI response confirmed
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“that a house registered in the UDR (Updating Registry) and Natham survey records
must be recorded as originally specified, even if it is dilapidated or demolished.
Furthermore, the distance measurement for the stone quarry must be issued only
after verifying approved houses, plots, streams (odai), and pathways against the
Village Map, Field Map, and 'A’ Register. Therefore, he concluded that the Karthik
Quarry fundamentally fails to meet these government rules, and even if they
obtained clearance through illicit means, the situation would lead to its mandated
closure. | |

Next, he focused on the saféty and blasting concerns, noting the presence of
temporary houses within the 300-meter radius. He cited the May 1, 2024,‘ explosion
incident in Aviyur Village, Virudhunagér District, where six people died and houses
were damaged up to 3 kilometers away, contradicting the claim that blasting only
affects the 300-meter zone. He also mentioned an illegal quarry blast in
Kodangipalayam, near the village, whose vibrations reportedly affected the Sulur Air
Force Station. He stated that quarrying permission should not be granted if there are
any temporary residential structures—that is, houses used for habitation—within the
300-meter radius of the quarry. He clarified that he was not referring to temporary
sheds put up by workers for work purposes, such as storing explosives, water, or
providing toilet facilites. He emphasized that whether the area constitutes a
temporary or a permanent residential area, and regardless of whether the plots are
approved or unapproved, the quarry should be denied permission. Since, in the case
of this particular quarry, "all of these" issues existed, he concluded that the quarry

could not be legally permitted.
| He then presented further geospatial evidence from Google Maps to pfove
his claims, listing residential structures well within the 300-meter limit: MGR Nagar at
276 meters to the west, a house at 264 meters to the east, houses at 287 meters
and a village at 271 meters to the north, a house at 232 meters and a village at 294
meters to the northeast, and a village/houses at 140 meters to the south. He
emphasized that these were all documented facts, not baseless assertions.

He next highlighted what he termed a "major travesty," detailing his encounter
with the Village Administrative Officer (VAO) of Iduvai Village. He stated that when
he respectfully requested the Village Map, the VAO provided only a Topo Sketch
: (topographical map) instead. Addressing the Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO) who
~was present, he criticized the blatant misconduct, questioning why officials, despite
passing the TNPSC (Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission) exams, engaged in
such deceit. He pointed out that a Topo Sketch would not reveal the location of
houses, streéms, or cart tracks. He further alleged that the officials were performing
fraudulent acts, citing an ongoing issue in Namakkal where a complaint was filed
against a VAO for issuing a fake certificate, with the case proceeding to the
Tiruchengode Court yesterday. He also mentioned that the VAO of Kuttapalayam,
Thamizhselvi, had submitted a written statement admitting that she had "given

incorrect information out of ignorance" and requested leniency. He emphasized that
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merely lodging a complaint against a VAO for such an act could result ih the loss of
their job. He accused the Iduvai VAO of deceitfully handing over the Topo Sketch
while claiming the Village Map did not exist. He then revealed that they had obtained
the Village Map from the mining plan documents themselves. He questioned why the
VAO had lied about not possessing the Village Map that was now in his hands,
sending a warning to all VAOs to cease such deceptive practices, as a single
complaint could cost them their employment.

He intensified his accusation against the administration, asserting that the
documents provided by the officials constituted "fraudulent documents"—comparing
them to issuing a "fake cheque" which amounts to cheating. He questioned why the
officials were engaging in such deceptive practices, particularly since many had
risen to their positions from poor backgrounds, implying that leniency should not be
shown for their misconduct. He then presented a specific technical contradiction
from the quarry's own documents. He stated that the Village Map was present on
page 300 of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) book, which is part of the
detailed English report. On this map, the Karthik Quarry plot was shown in yellow
colour. Critically, he pointed out that an 'Odai (stream/drainage channel) was
depicted running along the northern side of the quarry plot. He emphasized the legal
requirement for a 50-meter buffer distance between the quarry and any stream or
canal. He noted that the area indicating the violation was shown in pink on the map.
He explicitly warned the high-ranking authorities overseeing the process, including
the respected Chairman and all members of the State Environmental Impact
Assessment Authority (SEIAA), who hold IAS, IPS, and Doctoral qualifi ications. He
stated that if they proceeded to grant clearance by simply claiming they relied on the
Village Administrative Officer's (VAO's) certificate, they too would face
imprisonment.

He urged the authorities to examine the evidence, stating that it was clearly
shown on the map. He specified that the presence of a stream (Odai) within the 50-
meter radius was depicted on the northern, eastern, and western sides of the quarry
plot. Furthermore, he mentioned that they had also inspected the Computerized
Field Map (Computerized FMB). This map showed the stream located in Survey
Number 281, bordering the northern part of the quarry plot. He reiterated that this
specific evidence was documénted and available in the detailed English report on
page 300.

He emphasized the specific technical violation regarding the buffer zone,
stating that the stream located in Survey Number 281 on the northern side was not
maintained with the required 50-meter separation distance, as it directly abuts
Survey Number 277 (the Karthik Quarry plot). He pointed out that the English
detailed report on page 300 only illustrated one quarry. He clarified that looking
westward, beyond one survey plot, Survey Number 277 is located, which
corresponds to the Karthik Quarry. He concluded by asserting that since the stream
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(Odai) or canal was present within 50 meters on the west, north, and east sides of
this quarry, statutory permission cannot be granted for its operation.

He next addressed the mandatory buffer zone requirements for access
routes. He cited the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, which explicitly
require a 10-meter separation (35-fobt buffer) between the quarry plot and any cart
track or footpath. Referring to the Karthik Quarry, which he noted was a new
operation, he stated that the official documentation whether the Village Map, Field
Map (FMB), or Ladar map shows footpaths running both transversely and
longitudinally across the quarry plot. Specifically, one cart track and one footpath
traverse the area. He challenged the quarry owners, their representatives, or anyone
advocating for the quarry to deny the existence of these paths, offering to leave the
proceedings if they could do so. He asserted that the footpath is recorded in
government documents and exists on the ground. He further noted that this footpath
and the cart track cross the LBP canal located to the west of the quarry. Since both
the footpath and the cart track effectively run through the quarry area, he questioned
how legal permission could possibly be granted for the quarry's operation.

One of the earlier speakers said that they have been observing the
situation and that the officials are monitoring it. He stated that everything is
supposed to proceed according to the law. However, he questioned why the project
would begin amid so many irregularities and deceptive practices. He added that this
is already known. In the nearby village of Poomalur, a person identified as L.P.P.
even cut the irrigation channel. Only after they filed a complaint and action was
taken did that quarry get closed. That quarry is located immediately adjacent to this
field, and everyone knows this. Therefore, he warned, those responsible could do
anything destroy the irrigation channel, damage the village, ruin the stream, or harm
the railway embankment. He concluded that the quarry is starting its operations with
numerous malpractices. '

He moved on to the technical violation regarding the Overhead Water
Tank (OHT), referencing Section 36 of the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession
Rules. This rule clearly prohibits the mining of minor minerals within a 300-meter
radius of any water-lifting scheme, water supply arrangement, or bridge belonging to
local bodies, Central/State government agencies, or the Tamil Nadu Water Supply
and Drainage'Board (TWAD Board). The rationale for this buffer is to prevent
damage from blasting. He emphasized that the legal restriction applies only to
government-built borewells and overhead tanks, not those owned by private entities,
and these structures must be recorded in government revenue and Panchayat
records. He informed the .RDO that if they were to physically inspect the site, they
would find a large-capacity Overhead Water Tank costing millions of rupees to
construct already present. Since this Over Head Tank is located well within the 500-

meter radius, he concluded that the quarry cannot be legally granted permission.
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He further argued that the Karthik Quarry could not be legally permitted
because several surrounding settlements, including MGR Nagar,A Vasuki Nagar, and
Annamalai Kadu, all possess Overhead Water Tanks (OHTs) and borewells. Next,
he addressed the statutory provision that prohibits granting quarry permission within
500 meters of a bridge. He pointed out that adjacent to the northern boundary of the
Karthik Quarry, a canal runs alongside a bus route. At that location, the LBP (Lower
Bhavani Project) canal structure includes a permanent, twenty-foot—high, reinforced
concrete wall built on a foundation, effectively acting as a bridge/culvert structure
over the canal. He stressed that a permanent government construction or bridge
should not exist within 500 meters of the quarry. He stated that this LBP
structure/bridge is located within 150 meters of the quarry. Since this is a permanent
government construction recorded in official documents, he insisted that the quarry
cannot and should not be legally permitted.

He next addressed the mandatory safety buffer zones concerning electrical
infrastructure. He stated that a 50-meter separation is required from low-tension (LT)
electric lines, while a 300-meter separation is mandated for high-tension (HT)
towers, solar panels, or any power line carrying more than 650 watts. He clarified
that this is stipulated under the Indian Electricity Act, 1956, Section 83(2), which
explicitly states, "No Blasting for any purpose shall be done within 300 meter from
the boundary of substation or high voltage or extra high voltage electric supply tower
structure." This regulation effectively prohibits quarry permission within a 300-meter
radius of such infrastructure. He corrected a previous speaker, Natarajan, who had
mistakenly claimed a high-tension tower was present; he confirmed there was no
high-tension tower, but a low-tension btower was present within the mandated 50-
meter buffer of the quarry. Crucially, he pointed to the quarry's own documents: the
Tamil Project Summary of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report, Page
10, which indicates the presence of a large array of solar panels in the southeast
area, confirming they are within the 300-meter limit. He cited a recent public hearing
involving the son of the State BJP President, Mr. Nainar Nagendran, whose quarry
clearance was to be cancelled by government because it was falsely certified that no
solar panels existed within 300 meters, when in fact they did. He noted that the
Karthik Quarry proponents did not show the solar panels in their main report, yet
their own Tamil summary report (Page 10) shows the solar panels present within the
300-meter radius on the southeast side of the quarry plot. He concluded that, based
on these statutory violations, the quarry cannot be legally permitted.

He next addressed the issue of the region being an earthquake-prone
area, a point raised by Satish earlier. Anticipating scepticism, he provided
documentary proof: the Tiruppur district has experienced five seismic events ranging
from 2.0 to 2.5 on the Richter scale in the four years sincé the DMK government
assumed office (since 2021). He recalled that during an earthquake last year,
buildings from Rakkiapalayam to Aravakurichi Vibrated, He also informed the

previous collector Mr. Christhuraj that the District Collector's Office, which is situated
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over a pond, risking structural collapse. He emphasized that an additional two
Richter units could have led to widespread destruction. He confirmed the quarry's
own documents acknowledged this risk, pointing to the Tamil Summary Report
(Page 6, third paragraph), where the Project Consultant "honestly provided" the
classification as Seismic Zone-Il. He clarified that, according to the BMTPC (Building
Materials and Technology Promotion Council) standards, Zone-ll is defined as a
Moderate Damage Risk Zone, thereby confirming the presence of an earthquake
hazard, a fact stated by the consultant himself.
He drew a parallel to the tragedy in Wayanad, Kerala, where warnings
from the Madhav Gadgil Committee (2010) and the Kasturirangan Committee
regarding seismic hazards were ignored by officials and the government, resulting in
over 300 deaths, thousands of damaged homes, and displacement.

He further stated that the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), a
government agency, has identified 147 areas in India as high-risk, similar to
Wayanad, and that the Tiruppur District, being adjacent to the Western Ghats, is
included in this list, along with six other districts in Tamil Nadu. He stressed that
while officials may transfer on to different places, the area itself is listed as high-risk
by ISRO and confirmed by the quarry's own documents, thus legally disqualifying the
quarry for permisSion.

He then challenged the claim in the quarry documents that there would be no
water problem because the water table is 60 to 62 meters deep, and the extraction
would only reach 42 meters (for the existing Ramasamy Quarry) and 32 meters (for
the new Karthik Quarry). Addressing the local villagers of Velampalayam, Iduvai and
Sukkampalayam, he cited the quarry company's own Tamil Summary Report (Page
8) regarding Total Dissolved Solids (TDS), the limit for which should be 500 mg/L for
drinking water (or 200 mg/L) and agricultural use. He stated that the Aadhi Bhoomi
Mines and Environmental Technology consultant report itself shows TDS levels
ranging from 552 mg/L to 1752 mg/L.

He directed his attention towards the quarry owners and those supporting
the quarry, issuing a stark warning: the existing water in the area has already been
"poisoned.” He emphasized the precarious water security situation in Tamil Nadu,
noting that if Karnataka proceeds with the Mekedatu dam, there will be no drinking
water left, and Kerala is simultaneously constructing dams (at Pakappula and five
places on the Bhavani River). He asserted that the only permanent water sources for
Tamil Nadu are rainfall, open wells, and borewells. He then presented the core
danger, citing the quarry company's own document which revealed a toxic salinity
level (TDS) of up to 1752 mg/L in the groundwater. He warned that if this water is
used for agriculture or consumed by livestock, not only will the people and animals
who drink it be severely affected, but everyone consuming the resulting produce,
meat, or crops will also be harmed, due to the 1752 mg/L of toxic salinity in the
groundwater. He drew a powerful comparison, stating that the condition of the
groundwater in the lands surrounding the local quarry is now equivalent to the highly
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polluted Noyyal River, for which activists like Thirugnana Sambandan are
continuously struggling. He concluded that, given the dangerously high Total
Dissolved Solids (TDS) levels admitted by the proponents the‘mselves,y the quarry
must be denied permission.

Next, he addressed road usage and legal limits. He noted that the
surrounding roads are village roads, legally restricted to supporting vehicles of only
ten tonnes (a tractor load). He stated that the quarry uses these village roads
illegally and transports goods over public works department roads. He confirmed
that the Government itself has issued an order mandating penalties for vehicles
exceeding ten tonnes on village roads, citing a precedent in Sukkampalayam Village
where vehicles were seized and fines of up to ¥1 crore were collected. He stated
that he was merely quoting the Supreme Court, which, in Contempt Case No. 2023
of Writ Petition No. 136/2003, clearly ruled that transporting more than ten tonnes on
village roads constitutes contempt of court. Furthermore, the judgment states that a
fine of 220,000 must be levied for the first excess tonne, and %2,000 for every
subsequent excess tonne, and that cases must also be filed under the Prevention of
Damage to Public Property Act. He likened the road damage to an assault on public
property paid for by taxpayers, which mandates legal action.

He pointed out that the quarry's report themselves state they plan to
transport between 6 to 12 cubic meters, equating to 20 to 36 tonnes. He alleged
that, in reality, they transport up to 96 tonnes, a weight for which no road in Tamil
Nadu or India (including national highways) is designed, as even 16-wheel vehicles
strain the infrastructure. He concluded that since this heavy transport destroys public
property (roads worth crores of rupees), and based on the project report themselves,

" the quarry must be denied permission.

He then addressed the mandatory bench-cutting method and blasting
procedures. He questioned whether the quarry owners would admit to complying
with the legal benching method (five meters long, five meters wide, and five meters
high in a step-like structure). He also questioned whether they would honestly
confirm that they only blast between 1 PM and 2 PM using detonating cord in a
"cracking method," which involves exploding charges every 28 seconds without
strong vibration, using the "Mud-Puff' method (covering the blast area with
sandbags, tarpaulin, and tires to suppress vibration). He implied that none of these
legal safety measures were being followed, concluding that the blasting itself is

illegal, which mandates the denial of permission.

Regarding air pollution, he noted the proponents claimed there was none, but
argued that while water and noise pollution are measurable, air pollution is not easily
detected without proper equipment. He stated that the quarry claimed to have
conducted air monitoring at six locations over a three-month period. He challenged
this claim, urging the RDO and the District Environmental Engineer to make a
proposal to the SEIAA demanding the quarry produce the electricity consumption
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records for those six monitoring sites. He argued that since the monitoring requires
continuous electricity and is not possible without an external connection (from a
house or factory), checking the consumption records (which he alleged would show
no increase) woﬁld expose the fraud.

He recalled a prior instance where they had submitted a document proving
that 200 quarries had secured permits based on applications that falsely claimed
studies had been conducted at a non-existent laboratory. He emotionally stated that
their activism was not just talk, mentioning the murders of fellow anti-quarry activists
Jaganathan and Jagubar Ali in nearby Karur, and a murderous attack on Natarajan
(who survived and was present) for demanding the closure of a quarry, the case for
which is at the Uthukuli Police Station. He emphasized that they work at great
personal risk.

He pointed to the fraudulent nature of the air pollution data, stating that the
central government's directive (issued May 14) for all CBSE schools to set up "Sugar
Boards" was due to increasing diabetes among children caused by widespread
pollution, an issue exacerbated by the factories, crushers, and M-Sand units
surrounding the quarry. He stressed that these surrounding units also lack proper air
monitoring documentation, arguing that the future generation's health is at stake, as
the Union Government itself recognized air pollution’s link to health crises.

He emphasized the importance of air quality, which is often only perceived
through smell, unlike water/soil pollution (visible on crops) or noise pollution can be
determined by the presence of excessive noise levels. He concluded that the high
concentration of M-Sand and crusher units surrounding the area makes the quarry's
claim of "no pollution" fraudulent and necessitates immediate action.

He addressed the matter of labour statutory compliance, noting the quarry
proponents' representation of providing worker benefits. He asserted that a rigorous
audit would reveal that none of the labourers are enrolled in PF (Employees'
Provident Fund), ESI (Employees' State Insurance), or possess worker insurance.
He cited empirical evidence from neighbouring operations, including the
Vijayalakshmi, Kavitha, SG, and Ramakrishnan Quarries in Kodangipalayam, where
injured parties or the families of deceased workers were denied the legally
- mandated government social security benefits (ESI, PF, or insurance). He confirmed
the legal requirement for ESI and PF for any establishment employing more than ten
workers. He highlighted the self-contradictory claims by the quarry owners, who
~stated they employ 30 to 40 direct laborers and approximately 200 indirect
labourers, yet provide no PF, ESI, or insurance coverage to any of them. He
concluded by demanding the immediate enforcement of these mandatory stétutory
benefits for the workforce.
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He next raised the criticaily important issue of safety fencing. He referenced
a circular issued by the Chief Secretary of Tamil Nadu, Shiv Das Meena, on
26.07.2023, to all districts. This circular mandated that a survey of all quarries be
conducted by August, and fencing must be erected around all quarries by
September. He quoted the Chief Secretary, stating that even if a quarry is defunct,
abandoned, or if the funds are insufficient, the cost must be sourced from the District
Mineral Fund (DMF) for both government and private quarries. He noted that the

District Collector had also publicized this order in the newspapers.

He challenged that whether either of the current quarries had any fencing,
asserting that no quarry in the area was fenced. He highlighted the fatal
consequences of this failure by citing a tragic incident last year at the Gugan Quarry
(operated by Eswaran's son), where three individuals (women and children) died due
to the lack of safety fencing. He noted the inherent contradiction: when applying for
permission, the proponents state they will install fencing at a cost of 300 per meter.
Yet, he questioned who was taking responsibility for the deaths at Gugan Quarry,
and whether the victims had received any compensation, asserting that the owners
were merely focused on profit ("plundering"). He concluded by demanding that no

quarry permission should be granted in the absence of mandatory safety fencing.

He next addressed the discrepancy regarding operational quarries in the
vicinity. He quoted the Assistant Director (Mines)'s document, found on Page 287 of
the English Project Report, which stated that within the 500-meter radius, there were
three quarries for which permission had been applied, three abandoned quarries, but
no currently operational quarries. He directly contradicted this official statement,
asserting that a quarry was currently operating directly opposite the petrol bunk, a
fact he had confirmed that morning. He questioned the integrity of the process,
asking which document was reliable: the one provided by the Assistant Director
(Mines) or the information provided by the project consultant and quarry owners. He
challenged the officials to visit the site immediately, stating that near the LBP canal
adjacent to the proposed quarry, a JCB and a Poclain weré currently parked
(implying illegal activity) and that trucks were also present, which he predicted would
flee the moment he finished speaking. He concluded that quarries in the area are

operating without valid permission.

He then cited Tamil Nadu Government Order (G.O.) 2022, which explicitly
outlines the mandatory monthly inspection targets for revenue officials regarding
operational and defunct quarries. He detailed the mandated inspection percentages:
the Village Administrative Officer (VAO) must inspect 100% of all quarries, the
Tahsildar 50%, the Revenue Divisional Officer (RDO) 25%, the District Revenue
Officer (DRO) 10%, and the District Collector must inspect 5% or three of the largest
quarries. He questioned who was actually performing these inspections, given that

the VAO was already engaging in fraudulent activity by refusing to produce the
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Village Map. He argued that since the quarries exploit community property, the RDO
must immediately recommend a drone survey of all quarries in Iduvai Village. He
pointed out that they had already secured court orders for drone surveys in districts
like Madurai, Karur, and Tenkasi, resulting in comprehensive surveys of all quarries.
He criticized the current practice of only conducting drone surveys where protests
occur, arguing that if iII'egal activity is suspected, a drone survey should be legally
mandatory. He concluded by urgently demanding an immediate drone survey for all
quarries in lduvai.

He alleged that every single quarry has been involved in excess excavation
valued between %10 crores and ¥100 crores. He asserted that the quarry lessees
(as they are technically known, not owners) are plundering government property
because only the top one meter (three feet) of the land belongs to them; everything
beneath that depth is classified as community property. He stressed that extracting
this community property requires mandatory government permission and the
payment of various statutory levies, including Royalty, Seigniorage charges, the
District Mineral Fund (DMF) fee, and Green Tax. He accused all quarry operators of
committing theft by failing to pay these statutory charges. He specifically claimed
that the 12 quarries surrounding the current location alone have illegally extracted
stone worth approximately ¥500 crores. He concluded by making a direct demand

- for immediate action against this large-scale illegal mining activity.

He acknowledged the counter-argument that the quarry is necessary to
provide raw materials for housing construction. However, he stated that they do not
disagree with the need for materials, but propose an alternative: instead of operating
the quarry, the government should take action to import foreign natural river sand as
a replacement for M-Sand and domestic river sand. He clarified that this suggestion
was not his own, but a policy previously stated by the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu
(and mentioned on the Chief Minister's Facebook page). He therefore requested that
the government's own stated policy regarding the importation of foreign natural river
sand be implemented as a viable alternative to operating the quarry.

Focusing specifically on the Karthik Quarry, he urged the officials to visit the
site directly. He claimed that all the topsoil had already been excavated, a fact he
and his team had personally verified that morning. He provided a technical estimate:
excavating one acre of soil to a depth of one meter is valued at one crore rupees.
Since the quarry is seeking permission for five acres, he alleged that the quarry
owners have already stolen soil worth five crore rupees. He emphasized the gravity
of this illegal extraction: they possess no dispatch slips, no Consent to Operate
(CTO), and are only now applying for permission. Despite this, they have already
stolen soil worth five crore rupees. He urgently requested the Respected Revenue
Divisional Officer (RDO) to take immediate action on this matter and stated that due

to these severe violations, the Karthik Quarry cannot be legally granted permission.

29



- Regarding the V.P. Ramasamy Quarry, he stated that its perimeter is also
non-compliant, as permanent houses, temporary houses, and labourer residences
are situated within {he 300-meter radius. He affirmed that they were presenting
substantiated proof of these violations using the Field Map (FMB), Village Map, and
Google Maps. He mentioned that they would provide a separate report to the
monitoring officials, noting that the final decision rests not with the current Revenue
Divisional Officer or the District Environmental Engineer (who are facilitating the
public hearing), but with the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority
(SEIAA). He stated that the documentation, particularly the Google Maps imagery,
clearly demonstrates the presence of numerous temporary and permanent
structures. He then cited specific geospatial data for the violations: houses are
located at 285 meters in the Northwest, 54 meters in the East, 270 meters in the
North, and at 201 meters, 180 meters, and 84 meters in the South. He concluded
that due to the presence of houses at these short distances, the quarry cannot be

legally granted permission.

He next addressed the violation of the Minor Mineral Concession Rules
regarding water bodies, which mandate a 50-meter buffer distance from a stream
(Odai). Referring to the quarry's Field Map (FMB), he stated that the stream runs
within Survey Number 286/1 Part, the plot for which permission is sought. He
specified that the stream traverses both sub-divisions 286/1 and 286/2, meaning the
~stream runs through the quarry area. He confirmed this fact is depicted on both the
Village Map and the Field Map. He provided specific technical evidence, stating that
the quarry plot is shown in black colour on the Village Map, with the stream marked
in pink running through it, and that the Field Map is provided on Page 314 of the
English Project Report. Furthermore, he cited the A-Register (Page 298), which
officially records the presence of a stream within Survey Numbers 296/1 and 296/2.
He concluded that since the Field Map, Village Map, and A-Register all indicate the
stream runs inside the quarry area, the quarry cannot be legally permitted. Pre-
empting the argument that this was an existing permitted quarry, he demanded to
know if a past error should be replicated, and Therefore, it is requesfed that action
be taken against the officials who had granted the previous improperly granted

permission.

He addressed the legal status of the stream and the violation of water source
regulations, citing multiple High Court and Supreme Court judgments that prohibit
the encroachment of any natural stream (Odai). He pre-emptively countered the
possible defence that "this stream is on our private patta land, and not government
property, thus exempting it from the law." To negate this, he presented
documentation obtained through the Right to Information (RTI) Act, specifically a
Revenue Department Standing Order. He cited Revenue Standing Order No. 26,
Section 15, which states that if a feature is designated as a "geographical path" or

"geographiCaI canal”, it is deemed government property even if it traverses patta
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land, and the Tahsildar possesses the authority to remove any encroachment on it.
He emphasized that this clarification was provided by the Assistant Commissioner of
Survey and Land Records at the Secretariat. He concluded that the presence of the
stream renders the quarry operation illegal. By referencing the Field Map, where the
stream (Odai) is shown in yellow and runs directly thyro_ugh the quarry, he asserted
that the Ramasamy Quarry had illegally encroached upon the stream. Therefore, he
demanded not only that the current quarry permit be denied but also that appropriate-

legal action be taken against the pre-existing illegal encroachment on the stream.

He addressed a critical procedural flaw concerning land demarcation, noting
that even when purchasing one cent of land, a sub-division is mandatory. Regarding
the quarry, he pointed out that permission was requested for a portion of Survey
Number 286/1, specifically 1.59.0 hectares, which is approximately four acres. He
questioned why a sub-division was not carried out and formally requested the RDO
to instruct all subordinate officials that any proponent seeking quarry permission
must submit an application only after completing the sub-division, irrespective of
whether the quarry is existing or proposed. He stressed the technical necessity of
this, stating that without sub-division, no one—including the officials themselves can
accurately identify the precise location on the ground. A sub-division is essential
because it allows the exact boundaries to be verified using the Field Map (FMB). He

urged the new and younger officials to correct this long-standing procedural lapse.

He pointed out that, in addition to the violations within the quarry plot itself,
there is also a violation concerning access routes adjacent to it. He stated that a cart
track runs in the northern section adjacent to the quarry, specifically near Survey
Number 276. He accused the proponents of failing to even show this cart track in
their documentation. He cited the mandatory rule requiring a 10-meter (35-foot)
buffer distance from any cart track, or 7.5 meters if the track is on patta land. Since
the required 10-meter buffer distance was not maintained for this cart track, he

concluded that the Ramasamy Quarry cannot be granted permission.

He continued by detailing infrastructure buffer violations, stating that an
Overhead Water Tank (OHT) and borewells are legally prohibited within 500 meters
of the quarry. He confirmed that a multi-crore OHT, built using public tax funds, is
located merely 100 meters from the quarry. Since the facility is present within only
100 meters, violating the 500-meter rule, he asserted that permission must be
denied. Similarly, he addressed the low-tension (LT) electric line buffer, which must
be 50 meters. He stated that the Low Voltage electric line runs immediately adjacent
to the quarry plot in the northwest area. As the required buffer is violatéd, he

concluded that the Ramasamy Quarry cannot be legally granted permission.

He stated that the law prohibits the establishment of a quarry within 300',
meters of a high-tension (HT) tower, solar panels, power lines rated over 650 watts,
any tower structure, or a powerhouse (sub-station). He asserted that in the case of
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this quarry, solar panels are located at a distance of merely 110 meters. Thérefore,
he concluded that the quarry cannot be legally granted permission due to this

violation.

He also noted a violation concerning the PAP (Parambikulam Aliyar Project)
canal structure. He stated that a bridge is constructed over this canal on the
northwest side of the quarry, located within 150 meters. He cited the regulation that
a bridge must not be present within 500 meters of a quarry. He argued that blasting
operations would inevitably cause damage to this bridge. Pre-empting the counter-
argument that no damage has occurred yet, he clarified that dam‘age is not
necessarily immediate, but the potential for damage necessitates adhering to the
buffer zone. If damage had already occurred, the permit would automatically be
cancelled. Consequently, he demanded that the quarry must not be permitted and

should be revoked.

He additionally asserted that vehicles on the local roads are transporting
materials éxceeding the 10-tonne limit. Furthermore, he stated that the quarry
should have been operated using the bench-cutting method—specifically in a step-
like formation of five meters in length, five meters in width, and five meters in height.
Since the quarry was not operated in this mandated manner, he concluded that the

permission previously granted to this quarry must be legally revoked.

He directed attention to Google Maps imagery, which shows that a 7.5-
meter buffer distance should have been maintained on the northern side of the
quarry plot, as it abuts patta land. He asserted that not even a half-meter buffer was
maintained: instead, the operators excavated the entire permitted area, and even
beyond the quarry boundaries, which constitutes an illegal expansion. Therefore, he
demanded that an immediate drone survey be conducted on the Ramasamy Quarry
to document the extent of this excess excavation. Furthermore, he requested that
legal action be taken not only for the over-mining but also under the Explosives Act,
to investigate the illegal and illicit sourcing of the explosives used for the

unauthorized operations.

Regarding air pollution, he reiterated his previous argument that the
proponents had submitted reports without actually conducting any air quality
surveys. He challenged the Project Consultant and quarry owners present to publicly
confirm that they indeed conducted studies at the six claimed locations. He
suggested that the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board (TNPCB) has the authority to
issue a notice for such irregularities, citing a precedent set by the former official, Mr.

Selvakumar, who had previously issued such notices.

He formally requested the authorities to issue a notice to the quarry owner
demanding details on where the air quality tests were conducted and to provide the
relevant data, stating that the owner is responsible for these claimed studies and
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that all submitted documents must be truthful. He cited the example of the
Kuttapalayam Quarry, where a previous notice was sent to the Tahsildar, Village
Administrative Officer (VAO), and Block Development Officer (BDO) after a
discrepancy arose (the Tahsildar reported a house existed, but the VAO denied it).
He asserted that the current officials possess the same authority to issue a notice
demanding the specific details of the six air pollutlon monitoring locations and to

retrieve the relevant mformatlon

He presented a final summary, asserting that the Ramasamy Quarry must
be denied permission because it is in violation of numerous regulations: it lacks
mandatory ESI, PF, and insurance for its labourers; it has failed to install required

safety fencing; and its operational status is falsely represented in official documents.

He further detailed the specific buffer zone violations: the presence of
houses (including those documented in Revenue records) within 300 meters; a
stream (Odai) and canal (also in Revenue records) within 50 meters; a cart
track/footpath within 10 meters; solar panels within 300 meters; and an Overhead
Water Tank (OHT) located at 100 meters (violating the 500-meter rule). Given the
breach of all these critical regulatory mandates, he concluded that the quarry cannot
be legally permitted.

He concluded by directly addressing the State Environmental Impact
Assessment Authority (SEIAA) Chairman, Member Secretary, and technical experts,
he affirmed that all arguments presented were based on Government documentation
and requested action be taken on that basis. He concluded by highlighting a critical
fraud concerning the quarry permits: the Village Administrative Officer (VAO) issued
certificates for both the Karthik and V.P. Ramasamy Quarries, included in the EIA
reports, which falsely attested that no residential structures exist within 300 meters,
and also falsely claimed that no State Highway exists within 300 meters (when one
does). The certificates further falsely stated that no government-approved plots exist
(when they do) and concealed the presence of high-tension power lines and solar
panels. He therefore demanded that the SEIAA issue a notice to the VAO and take
action against him for submitting these fraudulent documents, declaring both the

Karthik Quarry and the V.P. Ramasamy Quarry to be legally disqualified from
operation.

17. K.S. Thirugnana Sambandan, Chief Coordmator Tamil Nadu Noyyal Farmers’
Protection Assomahon
On behalf of the Tamil Nadu Noyyal Farmers’ Protection Association, he
extends his first respectful greetings to the District Environmental Engineer, the
Honorable District Revenue officer, Tiruppur who are conducting this public hearing,
as well as to the officials, administrators, farmers, the general public, and the quarry
owners present here.
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He states that everyone is aware that the opinions expressed by the
respected Mr. Mugilan may seem unpleasant to some quarry owners. However
Mr. Mugilan has been protecting the natural environment of all villages across Tamil
Nadu. Therefore, wherever he visits, he clearly informs the government and officials
about the existing situation and he give a clear lecture regarding that. He requests
that all respected authoriies ensure that the statements made by him are
documented in official records and properly reviewed. It should be verified whether
they comply with legal provisions, minor mineral rules, and the guidelines of the
State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority. Environmental damage must be -
avoided. The residents of the area must not be affected, especially farmers and
water bodies, under any circumstances. Schools, irrigation channels, and any other
faciliies must not be impacted in any way. He emphasizes that he was present
solely to fully communicate these concerns. He acknowledges that some of these

statements may be unpleasant or uncomfortable for certain individuals to hear.

He mentions that all these concerns are being voiced for the welfare of
everyone, including those involved in quarrying. He stresses that there is no
distinction between himself and others; this understanding should come first.
Everyone gathered here has come with goodwill and a spirit of cooperation.
Everyone has come based on their connection to agriculture as a background.
Considering all these points, if the environment is damaged in the future, and clean
air, water, and soil are degraded, no one will be able to protect this region. There will
be nothing left for future generations. Therefore, all the opinions expressed by the
respected Mr. Mugilan must be documented in government records, reviewed

according to legal provisions, and field inspections should be conducted properly.

Furthermore, all water bodies in this area must be directly monitored by the
Honorable District Revenue Officer and the District Environmental Engineer, who
should take appropriate action. The authorities are aware of the extent to which
voices have been raised concerning the P.A.P. canal and the Noyyal region. Initially,
the local people stated that water should be brought from the Noyyal River.
However, he explains the current situation: the Noyyal River must first be treated,
and then anyone can use it wherever necessary. Until that is done, it cannot be used
for any purpose. They are raising their voices solely to ensure that these matters are

properly addressed. He requests the people to understand and act accordingly.

As stated by the respected Mr. Mugilan, when the Village Administrative
Officer identifies multiple fundamental violations, the authorities should immediately
reject the application and send it back on the spot. He questions why
recommendations and documentation are being made in such cases. This could
create unnecessary conflicts between the Revenue Department and government
officials. Quarry applicants should not be given cause for frustration. If permission is

fundamentally rejected, they will not approach the authorities for future hearings.
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This creates a smooth ahd safe environment for the general public, farmers, and
local residents. Otherwise, when they come to request permission and express
concerns, they may assume that oppoéing arguments will be presented. If this
approach is followed, one can see across Tamil Nadu that many objections and
actions have led to situations where entire areas have become legally and
administratively unfit for quarry operations.

He states that all respected authorities and residents of their region share a
responsibility to protect not only future generations but also the air, soil, and water
during the present time. This is a primary duty. The respected Mr. Mugilan and
others are raising their concerns with this long-term perspective in mind. There is no
intention to cause discomfort or provoke opposing arguments. Mr. Mugilan Those
who were told that permission could not be granted have nevertheless argued and
obtained the permission to several thousand or hundreds of small quarry owners
who comply with regulations. Everyone should understand this. Therefore, the

opinions expressed by Mr. Mugilan should not be considered as being against the
quarry owners.

He emphasizes that all senior officials and government authorities across
Tamil Nadu are carefully observing the points raised by Mr. Mugilan regarding
mineral resources. Large-scale operators are monitoring the situation closely and
have withdrawn where improper activities were taking place. Those who have
engaged in wrongful actions have been exposed and removed. The respected Mr.
~Mugilan is not acting as an individual; it should be noted that he is supported by
hundreds of thousands of young people today.

Specifically, he mentions that in Coimbatore, Tiruppur, and Erode districts,
Mr. Henry Begam will be conducting various field inspections in the coming days. He
clearly informs the government officials to avoid wrongful practices. He also
communicates with the Village Administrative Officer and District Revenue officials,
urging them to fully prevent violations. Additionally, he advises the District
Environmental Engineer that correcting fundamental mistakes will prevent these
issues from occurring. The respected Mr. Mugilan spent considerable time
emphasizing these points. Considering all this, he expresses gratitude for the
opportunity to speak and concludes his statement. Thank you.

18.Mr. Selvakumar, Chinaakalipalayam. (Second Term) :
He expressed his opinion for the second time in this public hearing meeting
that they have repeatedly and unlawfully requested permission, and the evidence of
" this has been clearly documented. Speaking on behalf of the local farmers as a
resident of this village, he emphasizes only this one point. He warns that if
permission is granted to these quarries, they will certainly organize large-scale

protests inVoIving environmental organizations, the general public, and political
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parties. He conveys this clearly to the authorities while they are present. He

concludes by expressing gratitude. Thank you.

CONCLUSION

Finally, the District Environmental Engineer of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Tiruppur North, informed that the general public may submit their written
petitions to the Revenue Divisional Officer, Tiruppur. With this announcement, he

declared that the public hearing meeting had come to an end.

A total of 13 Nos of petitions were received from the public during the hearing
regarding the proposed quarrying of SF No. 277 belonging to M/s. P. Karthik Rough
Stone and Gravel Quarry, and SF No. 286/1 (part) belonging to M/s. V.P. Ramasamy

Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry, which are enclosed herewith vide Annexure -ll.

Additionally, the list of participants (78 persons) of the aforementioned public
hearing meeting, along with a video CD recording of the proceedings, and a pendrive
containing the video, audio, and photosgraphs, are also enclosed herewith vide

Annexure -IV.

/{
-t g
Revenue Divisional Officer

Q. aﬁqu' Tiruppur.
Disfrict Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruppur North.

Enclosures:

Attendance register of those who participated in the public hearing meeting.
A copy of the Power Point presentation.

Petitions received from public — 13 Nos.

P b=

The Video CDs recording of the proceedings during the public hearing.
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