Minutes of Public Hearing conducted on 22/04/2025 at 11:00 A.M. in Rethinam
Thirumana _Mandapam, Kanyakumari-Radhapuram Road, Chettikulam,
Radhapuram Taluk,Tirunelveli District with respect to the proposed project of
Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry by Thiru.S. Jacob Rajamani, over an extent of

2.97.57 Ha in_S.F. Nos. 613(Part) & 643(Part) of Erukkandurai Part—I Village,
Radhapuram Taluk, Tirunelveli District

Details of participants in this meeting.

1. Thiru.P.Vallikannu Assistant Commissioner (Excise),
| Tirunelveli
2. Er. D.M. Krishnababu.,M.E., District Environmental Engineer,
TNPC Board, Tirunelveli.
3. Er. AlJeba M.E,, Assistant Engineer,

Olo.District Environmental Engineer,
TNPC Board, Tirunelveli.

4. Public and vaernment Officials — Copy of Attendence (Annexure-1)
103 Nos ‘

The public hearing under EIA Notification, 2006 for the proposed project of
Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry by Thiru.S. Jacob Rajamani, over an extent of
2.97.57 Ha in S.F. Nos. 613(Part) & 643(Part) of Erukkandurai Part-l Village,
Radhapuram Taluk, Tirunelveli District was conducted on 22/04/2025 at 11.00 A.M.

Inspector of Police, Kudankulam Police Station informed that the ‘government
officials came to conduct the meeting for obtaining public's opinion and also

requested the public to give their opinions one by one and cooperate with the police
department.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tirunelveli welcomed the Assistant Commissioner (Excise), Tirunelveli, public, and
industry representatives who have attended the public hearing. He informed that the
arrangements for the public hearing had been done as per the guidelines issued
under EIA Notification 2006. In this regard, public notices were already published in
“Dinathanthi & The Indian Express” on 18/03/2025 and also announcement made to

the public through Vehicle announcement and distributing Pamphlets.

He also stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the public will be
recorded through videography and the same will be sent to the State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Tamil Nadu.

Then the Environmental consultant started explaining the project of
Thiru.S.Jacob Rajamani, Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry to the .public through a
Power Point Presentation, which caused a commotion in the meeting. Then, the
Inspector of Police, Koodankulam Police Station, advised the public to maintain

silence. Then, the environmental consultant explained the project to the public.



Then, the District Environmental Engineer has requested the public to express
their views one by one on the project orally or in writing and also informed that the

public views are recorded and will be sent to the SEIAA.

Subsequently, the public has started expressing their views with respect to the

project as follows.

Thiru.Thanasekaran, Advocate, Erukkandurai :-

Mr. Thanasekaran said that the public hearing meeting is an eye-wash, this
public hearing meeting is a procedure for obtaining environmental clearance and
more than 20 quarries and stone crushers have been operating in Erukkandurai

village for 15 years.

He further said that no permission has been denied to any quarries so far
eventhough objections were raised in the public hearings and that permission has
been granted to all quarries. Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board has not conducted
any study on effect on water and air environment due to the operation of 20 quarries
in this area. He questioned whether air pollution measurements have been conducted
in these areas regarding carbon monoxide gas emitted from vehicles used in the
quarries. When a complaint was filed at the Chief Minister's cell with respect to the air
pollution in Erukkandurai village, the Pollution Control Board sent a letter in response
stating that all quarries have been instructed to follow the air pollution rules during

their operation. However, they have not conducted any physical inspection.

He further said that the only benefit from quarries to the panchayat is mineral
funds, which will be mainly used for repairing roads. But he said that the roads got
damaged due to the heavy vehicles used in the quarries and hence there is no

benefit in providing mineral funds.

Permission for the quarry should be granted only after studying the air
pollution levels in the operating quarries and crushers. He also said that when the
people of this area are in a life-or-death situation, they should not create more
problems by setting up more quarries in these areas. He said that if the authorities do

their work properly, the quarries cannot be able to got permission.

He said that most of the people in Erukkandurai village are engaged in
agriculture, and the same was affected due to the less rainfall and decrease of
ground water level due to the quarrying activities, which blocks the under ground

water ways and thus causing drying of water wells.

He said that all the quarries should be operated for a month and a report
should be given to the people of the area on water and air pollution. He requested to
provide inspection carried out details in quarries in the last five years. He said that the

air is polluted and the normal life of the people is affected due to the movement of



more than 1000 to 2000 vehicles every day. Therefore, no permission should be

given to this quarry.

Thiru. S.P.Muthuraman, Environmentalist, Tirunelveli :-

Mr. S.P.Muthuraman, while speaking, said that due to the high wind speed in
Radhapuram circle, electricity is generated through wind mills, However no details of

nearby wind mills were mention in the 732-page project report.

He also said that the project report mentions that the Hanuman River is
located 80 meters away from the project area and that Central Pollution Control
Board and the National Green Tribunal in New Delhi have issued an order that there
should be no river or anything related to the public within a radius of 200 meters in
case of mine with blasting operations. Hence, the project should not be allowed, and

therefore, permission cannot be given to this project.

He further stated that the project report did not mention the wind farm located
in the quarry project area. He questioned the project owner whether he was going to

comply with the court order or not, else he told that he will file a contempt of court
case.

Since the study period of the environmental impact assessment report is only
three (3) months, the condition of all the seasons of the year is not possible to study.
Therefore, only if the report is carried out in all the 4 seasons and submitted, the
correct information can be obtained. He further informed that the Director General of
Mines and Safety in New Delhi has mentioned in his circular that area of 500 m
around the quarry is a dangerous zone. He stated that project proponent has already
operated a quarry in Survey No.644 and 647 in 2015, and he did not follow the mine
closure plan as per the rules, and did not erect a safety fence around the quarry,

which is likely to cause an accident.

He also said that the abandoned quarries should be taken over by the
government and proper protection should be given, else goats and cows will die by

falling into the water and that the abandoned quarries should be classified as ponds.

He also said that the environmental impact assessment report mentions the

use of heavy vehicles weighing 10 tons, but the project proponent will use heavy
vehicles weighing more than 40 tons.

He said that more quarries are being allowed in Erukkandurai village, which
makes village as a sieve. He said that due to the large number of quarries in the
Erukkandurai area and the large number of heavy vehicles operation, the roads are
being affected and air and noise pollution is occurring. He said that conducting a
public hearing is only a procedure to obtain environmental clearance and that the
public hearing is being held is to ensure that it is adhered to. |



The project report states that two quarries are already operating within 500m
of this quarry and one quarry has been closed, but the project report does not
mention the quarries located within 2 to 3 km from the quarry. He questioned whether
the total number of quarries located in Erukkandurai Part 1 & 2 villages has been

mentioned in the project report.

In the Terms of Reference, the Village Administrative Officer in Erukkandurai
Part 1 village has mentioned that there is no river, public buildings, temple or
windmill, but there is no mention of the Panaiyadi Isakkiyamman temple, Hanuman
river, borewell or two buildings located in field number 612 which is near to the
quarry. Giving such false evidence should be punished as per the Indian Penal Code.
The stone and soil extracted from Tirunelveli district is transported to the state of
Kerala. He said that if the quarry is allowed for our needs, it is acceptable, but they
are taking mineral resources from here for the needs of other states. The lease of this
mine has been taken for 5 years from 09/09/2020 and it will end on 08/09/2025 and
the environmental clearance will be obtained only after the end of the period. He said
that he has attended various public hearing meetings and recorded various opinions
and that permission cannot be given to this project, and if permission is given, it will

be contempt of court.

Tmt. Indra Murugesan, President of Erukkandurai Panchayat: -

Tmt.Indra Murugesan, while speaking, said that there are many quarries in
Erukkandurai village and the people will be affected as there are crematoriums of five
communities near the proposed area and Putheri village also located near the
proposed area. She said that there is a lot of water problem in the Erukkandurai
panchayat area due to the quarries and we are in a position to buy drinking water at a

high price.

She said that she has already submitted a petition to the District Collector
opposing the quarry and that she is now submitting a petition on behalf of the general
public and submitted a petition. She further said that Erukkandurai Panchayat does

not want quarries and no permission should be given to any quarry.

Thiru. Ganesan, Secretary, Naam Tamizhar Party, Koodankulam:-

Thiru. Ganesan said that he had submitted petitions in the public hearing held
for all the quarries in the Radhapuram area. But he will not submit a petition now
because there is no benefit in submitting a petition and those who file petitions
against the quarries are being killed. He further said that gardens and farmlands are
located near quarries. Farmers are wondering whether to commit suicide, because
there is no water in the wells and tanks, the reason for that is the quarries are dig to a
depth of 300 feet, but the wells were dug only to a depth of 100 feet. He said that

there should be no quarries in all the villages. He said that villages and farmers are



being destroyed for the profit of big businessmen and farmers are not interested in
setting up a quarry‘ in this area. He said that no one has the courage tolfight against
the quarry owners in this area. He further said that all the villagers of Erukkandurai
are farmers but they do not have water to farm. The farmers work for us, but it is
unfair for them to do this without water. Therefore, we will not allow this quarry to
come. We will fight hard on behalf of our party and prevent the establishment of this

quarry, he said.

Thiru. Sundaralingam, Koodankulam:-

Thiru. Sundaralingam said that he is a farmer and that he is the president of
the Farmers Activists Group. He said that if the Farmers Activists Group opposes the
quarry and informs the Agriculture Department, they are afraid that they will get
transfer and he is participating in the public hearing because the farmers are being
affected. He also said that a well located in the garden of Mr. Vaithialingam has been
affected by the L & T quarry located in Erukkandurai and no action has been taken
despite submitting a petition. He said that the Tahsildar were wrongly reported on
some projects that there are no rivers and monuments nearby and permission should

not be given to set up a quarry in Erukkanduraivillage.

Thiru.Sudalaiyandi, Sanganeri:-

Thiru.Sudalaiyandi said that it would be best if the public hearing meeting was
held in the Erukkandurai area, because there are no people from Erukkandurai here
and when the meeting is held, none of the concerned Tahsildar and village
administration officials come to the meeting. He also said that this public hearing

meeting is an eye-wash meeting.

He said that he has received 3 reports from the Pollution Control Board so far
and in those reports, the fish company, coir pith factories and the quarries found in
their village have occupied 90% of the land and the groundwater and agriculture have
been destroyed. He said that the people of this area are engaged in cattle rearing
and agriculture. He questioned whether any study on drinking water has been
conducted by the Pollution Control Board.

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board has informed for a RTI regarding quarry
and fish company that they do not have the files related to the Erukkandurai area,
and asked the relevant Radhapuram Panchayat Union about theErukkandurai village.

He also requested that the Pollution Control Board pay attention to this.

Out of the 173 people who attended the public hearing meeting held on
30.04.2023 in Maniammai Mahal, Radhapuram, 32 people including me recorded
their opinions. There is no respect for those who gave their opinions and those who
listened to them in that public hearing meeting. Because, 7 of them were in favor of

the quarry and 25 were against it. However permission was given to the quarry. In a



democratic country, numbers are important, but if you do not respect those who
share their views in the consultation meeting, there is no point in holding a public

hearing.

He further said that in the 27/08/2024 Dinathanthi news, a ban has been
imposed on the transportation of minerals by heavy vehicles on rural roads in
Tirunelveli district and he read out the entire press release issued by the district
administration regarding the operation of heavy vehicles and questioned the
operation of that order. He said that the livelihoods in this area have already been
exhausted, that clean water is not available in our Village, and that agriculture is being
affected which needs to be investigated. He also said that if you hold an eye-washing
meeting and leave, you will also lose ‘respect. He continued by saying that é
resolution has been passed in their Panchayat Council and that the Panchayat
Council resolution is as important as the Legislative Assembly and Parliament
resolution and that the Panchayat resolution is our sentiment and he humbly request
that their sentiments be respected. He said that if our Panchayat Council resolution is
passed, there is no need for this public hearing meeting, that this meeting should be
bound by the majority decision, that the decision of the meeting should be final, and

that we are ready to engage in a protest if permission is given for the quarry.

Thiru.Nithyanand, Koodankulam:-

Thiru.Nithyanand said that he has attended many public hearings so far and
the demands of the common people have not been fulfilled and hence he questioned
why this public hearing was held. He said that he had brought a petition to give in the
meeting but he will not give it now because there was no use. He said that he had
been expressing his views in every public hearing but no one was listening to it and
that this was just an eyewash. Only if there were people, there would be government

and government officials, else there would be no one.

He further said that the Panchayat was getting funds since there are many
quarries in Radhapuram. But he said that no schools and colleges were built with that
money. He also said that a person from Salem came to every public hearing to see
who was giving a petitions. He said that he had gone to the Tirunelveli District
Collector's Office to submit a petition with ten farmers, and that journalists had come
to take photographs and that those who came with him would need to pay Rs. 4000
to publish news in the newspaper. He said that he did not know where the country

was heading, whether it was a democratic country or an anarchic country.

He said that the current quarry location is located 5 km away from the nuclear
power plant, but if nuclear power plants nos 4,5,6 came the quarry will come within
about 5 km, and while blasting carried out in quarries, there will be vibrations in his

shop located in the center of Koodankulam.



He further said that heavy vehicles carry stones on holidays and after evening
hours, and that they cannot stand in the way of the lorry and stop it. He questioned

whether the permission for the quarry is being rejected out of respect for the people's
opinion.

He said that the authorities should see how the living standards of the
common people have improved, and road near to the school in Erukkandurai village

were being watered today, but no watering carried out on other days and it is.dusty.

He said that the opinion of the common people are not valued even if you
submitted a petition to the District Collector and that he has photos of 17 quarries on
his phone. He further said the abandoned quarries, which dug for 252 foot was filled
with water in green colors, however the wells were dug only for 60-100 foot and
hence no water is available in the wells. He said that you cannot eat stone, and you
can eat only if there is agriculture. He said that even if politicians gave pressure, if the
officials refuse to sign, there will be no quarries in Radhapuram, and four villagers

will join hands to oppose these quarries, and it does not matter if they put us in jail.

He told that there will not be foul smells due to the fishmeal processing units in
summer season, however in rainy season there will be foul smell in Koodankulam.
Due to sea erosion occurs in Tirunelveli, Thoothukudi and Kanyakumari districts,
there is definitely a possibility of an earthquake due to the quarry, he also said, that
an earthquake was felt near the Panagudi hills in 2021, but the government said that

there was no earthquake because there is a nuclear power plant here.

He said that there is a lot of opposition at the public hearing, however no
quarry permissions were rejected and although there is a rule in Kerala that trucks
cannot operate from 7 am to 7 pm, trucks carrying stones from Tamil Nadu are
allowed throughout 24 hours a day, and the abandoned quarries were proposed to
be filled with pits upto 65% level and converted into rain harvesting centers and

questioned whether any quarries have done this so far.He said that this is all eye-
washing.

Today is World Earth Day, but he said that we have come to a meeting to
excavate the earth and therefore this should not be allowed, adding that this quarry
has the potential to cause a nuclear reactor explosion and that the people of this area

have not even been given disaster management training.

Tmt. Sahaya Initha, Vijayapati Panchayat, Idinthakarai Village:-

Tmt. Sahaya Initha introduced herself as a fisher woman and the coordinator
of the state women's wing of Naam Tamilar Party. She said that a person from
Kovilpatti, Thoothukudi district, is going to set up a quarry in Erukkandurai village,
Radhapuram taluk and said that she has participated in more than ten étone quarry

related public hearing meetings. She said that she has given petitions and that no



quarries have been inspected so far and no quarries have been banned. She also
questioned whether permission for the quarry was granted the day before the
meeting. She questioned that whether the meeting is conducted today as a eye wash
by giving permission to quarry and thus she did not bring any petitions today and also
questioned why public hearing meeting held in Chettikulam village, when the quarry
proposed in Erukkandurai village. As the Erukkandurai Panchayat President recorded
her opinion, there will be a threat to her life and she has to given with the police
protection because various officials and environmental activists have been killed for
opposing quarry activities. She also asked why a person from Thoothukudi district
chose Tirunelveli district for quarrying instead of their district, and asked whether
quarry needed here for transporting mineral resources to Kanyakumari district or to
another state. The Koodankulam nuclear power plant is 10 km away from the
proposed quarry and in 2010-11, the Minister of Environment had said that no
permission will be given for any mineral resources in the vicinity, and now more than
15 quarries had already been set up in Erukkandurai village, which they already
opposed and now a public hearing meeting is being conducted for the quarry in
Erukkandurai village. He also said that there have been many deaths due to quarry
vehicles. He said that stone extraction in the quarries in Erukkandurai should be

stopped and that no permission should be given to quarries.

In the meantime, when she talked about politics, the Assistant Commissioner
(Excise) asked him to indicate his opinion on the proposed quarry alone. There was a

corhmotion in the meeting because she talked about politics.

She said that people have come from Alagappapuram area of Kanyakumari
district to participate in the public hearing meeting being held in Erukkandurai village
of Radhapuram Block and that they should not be allowed to speak. She also said
that they will not allow a village to be destroyed and a common crematorium for 5
communities is being built and destroyed by establishing a quarry. The District
Collector, Tirunelveli district had ordered that heavy vehicles of 10 wheels should not
be allowed between 8 am and 10 am, and now heavy vehicles of more than 10
wheels are under operation, and permission should not be given to quarry in

Erukkandurai village.

Thiru.Suyambu Lingam, Koodankulam:-

Thiru.Suyambu Lingam said that he is a farmer in the vicinity of Erukkandurali
and said that the depth of wells are 80 to 90 feet and that the quarry has been
deepened to 250 to 300 feet, so the farmers will not have water. If there is no water in
the well, the farmers will be affected and he humbly requests that the quarry be

stopped considering this request.



Thiru.Ponraj, Erukkandurai:-

Thiru.Ponraj said that all the materials'including stone and soil here come from
Erukkandurai. He said that industrial growth should come, which will be country’s
growth also.

There was a commotion in the meeting when he expressed his support in this
way. Then, the Assistant Commissioner of Excise advised them to record their

opinions without interfering while others were speaking.

Later, when he continued sbeaking, there are already many quarries in this
area. Employment comes only from fish processing companies and quarries. He said
that he is a lawyer from Erukkandurai and that all the people from Senarkulam,
Ponnarkulam, Putheri are working in fish companies, quarries,'and coir bith factories,
and that his area needs industrial resources. We will be unemployed just like people
from other states are working in Koodankulam because of the opposition to nuclear
project by public and we need to develop all industrial growth. He ‘also said that
people who owning heavy vehicles get employment opportunities in quarries and
crusher companies only, which caused another uproar in the meeting after which he

concluded his statement by expressing his support.

Thiru.Kamaraj, Social Activist, Radhapuram:-

Thiru.Kamaraj said that as per the provisions of the Minor Minerals Act it is
completely wrong to seek permission to run a quarry in Erukkandurai Part-1 village,
Radhapuram taluk, Tirunelveli district by Thiru.Jacob Rajamani. A crematorium is
located near the survey numbers 613 and 643 where this 'quarry is proposed.
According to the Minor Minerals Act, no crematorium should be located within 50 m of
a quarry, but there is a crematorium at a distance of 10 m in Survey No. 612, which is
near Survey No. 613, where the quarry is proposed, but the Erukkandurai Village
Administrative Officer has provided a certificate that there is no crematorium near the

quarry, so no public hearing meeting can be held for this quafry which conducted
based on the VAO Certificate.

He said that according to the Tamil Nadu Electricity Act, there should not be
any wind mill or high-rise electricity towers within 300 m from the quarry, but there are
two wind mills located within 200 m from Survey No. 643, where the quarry is
proposed, and this public hearing meeting is being held by hiding this facts.

He further stated that if there is a carriageway or a waterway located within 50
m of the quarry site, permission should not be granted for the quarry as per the Minor
Minerals Act, but they have concealed the fact that there is a borehole and a

carriageway at a distance of 50 m from Survey No. 613, 643.



He further stated that around 1300 documents needs to be submitted to
conduct a public hearing meeting for a quarry, but this quarry submitted only 45

documents and is conducting this public hearing meeting, and which is illegal.

He said that there should not be any water bodies within 500 m of the quarry
site, but there is a pond at a distance of 200 m from the quarry site, and that this fact

has also been concealed in the project documents.

He said that if there are temples or houses within 200 meters of the quarry,
permission should not be given to the quarry. In 2024, 3 people died in a blast
accident at a quarry in Dindigul district. After that, the Madurai High Court ordered
that houses that were inhabited by people 100 years ago and are now dilapidated
condition are also considered to be as houses. However, there is an Isakkiamman
temple located at a distance of 200 meters from the quarry, but the same was not
mentloned in the documents. They are filing documents and holding a public hearing
in violation of the Minor Minerals Act and the Tamil Nadu Electricity Board Act.
Therefore, permission should be given to the quarry only as per Section 36 (1) of the
Minor Minerals Act, 1959. However, the proposed quarry violates it, and therefore,

permission should not be given to it.

Thiru. Arjunan, 6th Ward Member, Erukkandurai

Thiru. Arjunan said that they have filed petitions against the quarry and have
failed. and he also filed a petition to the District Collector in this regard last month.
They have advertised that it is in Radhapuram Panchayat Union without knowing in

which Panchayat Union the Erukkandurai village is located.

He further said that no officials are going to help us, the public alone have to
fight, and he questioned whether the quarry cannot be set up any other place than
~ the Erukkandurai Panchayat. Earlier, when there was a shortage of sand, the
government itself brought sand from Trichy, and similarly, a quarry can be set up in
the area where stone is needed. He said that the establishment of a quarry here is
affecting agriculture and that people are affected and are unemployed, but the

concerned officials were not reporting this details.

He continued by saying that he had earlier submitted a petition to the Tahsildar
to stop a quarry and got a response that the District Collector needs to reply to it, but
he also did not give a proper reply either. He said that the reason for the impact on
agriculture in Erukkandurai was the depletion of groundwater, because water was not
coming from the Pechiparai dam. Because of establishment of quarries, the water
that could have come from the Pechiparai dam filled 52 tanks previsously, but now it

is not even filing 10 percent of tanks.

He said that a politician had applied for this quarry through a benamider and

people from Kanyakumari district had come from the politician's side, and he
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questioned what is the connection between the people of Kanyakumari ar’ea and the
people of Erukkandurai area, and what is the connection between Chettikulam an'd
Erukkandurai, and that they come here from Kanyakumari to work and show their
support. He also said that a resolution has been passed in Panchayat during the
world water day that no quarry should come to Erukkandurai village and that no
quarry should be allowed to renew its permit.

Thiru. Kumaresan, Chettikulam:-

Thiru.Kumaresan said that his agricultural land is located in Erukkandurai and
there is a quarry at 200 m from his agricultural land, and there is the Hanuman River

on the western side of that quarry, and hence it was not possible to provide enough
water for the crops.

He also said that the blasting of the quarries causes earthquakes in the nearby
areas. He told that there are only quarries located around Erukkandurai village and

no houses are located, and he said that one quarry is enough to build houses in the 4
surrounding villages.

The water bodies are getting affected by the quarry, and the air pollution from
the quarry affects the pollination of cucumbers, egg plants, etc., and agriculture is
also got affected. Therefore, he requested that quarries are not to be allowed.

Finally, The District Environmental Engineer thanked all the pﬁblic aftended the
me.eting. The meeting was concluded after informing that all comments of the public
héve been recorded and the recorded comments will be sent to the SEIAA.
Subsequently 6 nhumbers of petitions were received.

"The Meeting came to the end.
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1. Copy of Attendence ( Total - 16 Pages, 103 Participants)

Pendrive consisting of the Recorded Video of the entire public hearing.
Press release Notice (Tamil & English)
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Wiritten Petition received from the public for this proposed Project- 6 Nos

Written Petition received from the public to this office for this proposed Project-
11 Nos
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