MINUTES OF PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED FOR MULTI COLOUR GRANITE
QUARRY PROPOSAL OVER AN EXTENT OF 10.00.0 HA -M/S.TVL.G.P.K.
GRANITE INDUSTRY, S.F.NO. 884/1B, 1326, 1333/1A, 1B, 2, 1334/1 (P), 2(P), 3 AND
1334/4 OF THIRUTHANGAL VILLAGE, SIVAKASI TALUK, VIRUDHUNAGAR
DISTRICT ON 17.07.2025, 11.00 A.M AT M/s.SURIYA MAHAL A/C, NO.263-E, NEAR
POLICE STATION, SENGAMALANATCHIYARPURAM ROAD, THIRUTHANGAL,
SIVAKASI TALUK, VIRUDHUNAGAR DISTRICT.

Present:
Thiruvalargal:

1 Thiru. S. Balaji ' :  Revenue Divisional Officer
Sivakasi,
Virudhunagar District.

2 Er. J. Hamoneth Joesun : District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar District.

3 Er. S. Abdul Gafoor : Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar District.

As per Attendance Register - : Government Officials, Public and
Project proponent 194 WNos. (List
enclosed)

The public hearing was held on 17.07.2025 at 11.00AM at M/s.Suriya Mahal A/c,
No.263-E, Near Police Station, Sengamalanatchiyarpuram Road, Thiruthangal, Sivakasi
Taluk, Virudhunagar Districtunder EIA Notifications, 2006 for the Multi Colour Granite
Quarry proposal over an extent of 10.00.0 Hé - M/s.TvL.G.P.K. Granite Industry, S.F.No.
884/1B, 1326, 1333/1A, 1B, 2, 1334/1 (P), 2(P), 3 and 1334/4 of Thiruthangal Village,
Sivakasi Taluk, Virudhunagar District. The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board, Virudhunagar welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer,
Sivakasi, other government officials, all general public and project proponents who have
attended the public hearing. He informed that the public notices informing the conduct of
Public Hearing was published in “Dinakaran” and “The New Indian Express” on

12.06.2025.He also informed that wide publicity was given about the conduct of public



hearing by circulating pamphlets in the nearby villages of the project site. Further, he
stated that the arrangements for the public hearing had been done as per the guidelines
issued under EIA Notification, 2006. Subsequently, the District Environmental Engineer
stated that the project proponent will make a detailed presentation on the proposed project
and requested the public to express their views after completion of the presentation. He
added that the written statements would also be received.

Further he stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the public will be
recorded through videography and the same will be sent to the State Environment Impact
Assessment Authority, Tamilnadu.

The Revenue Divisional Officer, Sivakasi initiated the Public Hearing process.
Subsequently, the District Environmental Engineer requested the project proponent to
explain about their proposed project.

Then, the Environmental consultant of the project has made detailed presentation on the
project of M/s.Tvl.G.P.K Granite Industry Multi Colour Granite Quarry to the public along
with Environmental Management Plan.

Further, the public has furnished their views with respect to the project as follows —

1. Mr.Balakrishnan (Ex-Councilor), BJP

Mr. Balakrishnan said that the town of Tiruthangal is an ancient historic town during the
Sangam period, and that this town is an area where working people residing and said that after
1982, people started building masonry houses by using Pongal bonus and bought loans
according to their capacity and built houses. He said that after the quarry came, people in that
area were getting heart attacks and their houses were shaking. Since the quarry was located in
the center of the town. BJP will not allow this quarry. He said that this is a town where poor

and simple people living. Hence, this quarry should not be allowed.
2. Mr.Balasubramanian, CPM

Mr. Balasubramanian said that a quarry was already operating in the Tiruthangal area of
Sjvakasi in Virudhunagar district, and the protest against that quarry turned into a people's
protest. Everyone sold their own lands to the quarry owners and was displaced. The same
people of Tiruthangal faced the same hardships 20 years ago. Entire people of thiruthangal
participated in that protest and this became a massive people's protest. The livelihoods of the
people became a big question mark. This is something that affects everyone. Currently, the
survey number mentioned in this quarry does not provide any livelihood or guarantee for the

ordinary poor and simple people around it. They are already surviving due to the firecracker



industry in Sivakasi. The establishment of the granite multi-quarry mentioned in this area, will
not benefit these people or Sivakasi city or the peopie of Tiruthangal. You have said that the
impbrtant aspect mentioned in the project assessment is that the total employment opportunities
are for 47 people. You are mining at an estimated cost of Rs 7 crore. But this multi-granite
quarry, which can provide employment to only 47 people, is not necessary for this town, he
said. He said that we will not allow this quarry and that is why all the people of this town have
come to this meeting. If the project proponent want to set up any quarry or if the government
makes an attempt to do so, the people of Tiruthangal and Sivakasi will come together and stop
this quarry. The government should cancel this public hearing meeting. The livelihood of these
people should not be taken for granted, especially the state government, which has mineral
resources in its hands to generate revenue for the revenue department. State Government can
make revenue from various sectors but the state government is focusing only on the mineral

resources sector. Due to this, the farmers and all the people around will be affected by the
establishment of this quarry. Therefore, we, on behalf of everyone, request that this public
hearing meeting be turned into a closing meeting and that an announcement be made that there

are no possivilities for quarrying in this area.

3. Mr. Gopi (Naam Tamilar Katchi)

Mr. Gopi said that this new quarry is 10 hectares i.e. 24 acres. However, currently there is
already a quarry in operation near that area. He also protested against the quarry and said that
quarry should not be allowed. Following that, peoples gathered towards the stage and started

chanting against the quarry and said that this quarry should not be allowed.

4. Unknown Name (Viduthalai Siruthaigal Katchi Member)

On behalf of the public and the Viduthalai Siruthaigal Katchi, what we are requesting is

that earlier operated quarry in Thiruthangal was closed due to that its operation hindrance to the

- people, so it was closed. Reopening the quarry is wrong. Conducting a public hearing for it is
even more foolish. We cannot accept this. We are warning you in this meeting that if the quarry

is opened, a huge earthquake will erupt. On behalf of the public and the Viduthalai Siruthaigal

Katchi. I conclude by telling all the people that the quarry, which has already been closed,

should remain closed and should not be opened. We will not allow this proposed quarry to be

opened.



5. Mrs. Diana Xavier, Naam Tamilar Katchi

Mrs. Diana Xavier said that she came to know the conduct of this public hearing meeting
a day before this meeting and you have given notice to only two areas. That is condemnable.
She said that this quarry has been harmful to them for 30 years. She also said that she does not
trust the Pollution Control Board. She said that Pollution control Board says the pollution
caused by the quarry during its operation is less than the pollution caused by bursting
firecrackers. How can we believe that? She said that they say if the quarry is established,
employment opportunities will increase in this area. So far, six quarries have been established
in this area. She added that how many people have got employment opportunities, how many
have achieved economic development and built houses. She added that how many got
employment opportunities. Therefore, she asked the officials to stop using the word
employment opportunities. She said that prepare a resolution that quﬁrry is not requiréd and we
all sign that resolution. All 300 people who have come here say no to quarry. It is enough to
improve the firecracker factory which provides employment to thousands of people. So,

fireworks factory is enough for us.

6. Mr.Selvaraj (BJP)

Mr. Selvaraj expressed his complete opposition to the quarry.

7. Mr.Sudhakaran (9" Ward Member)

He said that this quarry is located in his ward. He said that the quarry has been ?ffecting
the town's water source for the past 25 years and affecting the environment. He said that houses
have collapsed due to the quarry explosion noise. The new town that was to be built has been
destroyed. He also expressed his opposition to the quarry. He said that our consensus is that no

one should come to Thiruthangal with an idea of quarry.

8. Mr.R.Sureshkumar, Town Secretary — Marxist Communist Party

Mr. S. Sureshkumar said that everyone knows how the people of Thiruthangal have been
affected by previously started 3 quarries. He said that permission should not be given for
quarry. You are holding a meeting to start quarry again in Kannagi Colony. Listen to the
people's opinion. You come to know only if the people tell you about the impact. How can you
ask if you want a quarry or not? The people of Kannagi Colony are fighting for patta. But why
is the government holding a meeting for the survival of the company? This is an unnecessary
step for the people. He said why you not told them that the quarry is near a residential area.

When they ask for a patta for the land, officials say it is pasture land. But if quarry owners ask,



official give permission for the quarry. He asked, how that is possible.

9. Mr.Murugan

He said that when he was studying school, the school building would shake when a quarry

exploded. So, he said that don’t want quarry.

10. Mr.Karuppasamy

Mr. Karuppasamy, the surrounding houses were affected by the previous quarry. I request

that this quarry be completely banned as it is likely to come back.

11. Mr.G.Parameswaran, Circle Secretary

Mr. G. Parameswaran called for a complete ban on the establishment of this quarry.

12. On behalf of Viduthalai Siruthaigal Katchi

He said that 20 years ago there was no hill in this place in Sivakasi, but now 5 to 6 hills
have formed in this area. He said that the quarries are being taken beyond the specified length
and width. He said that there are residences and 10 schools around this quarry. That is being
affected by this quarry. There is a High Court and Supreme Court order that the existing quarry
should be closed. He said that the authorities should protect the people, but they are protecting
the owner. This should be the final public hearing. The existing quarry should be closed. He
said that the upcoming quarry should be stopped.

13. Name not mentioned

Officials are not solving our i)roblems. It is sad that they are coming forward for this
quarry which affects our lives and livelihood. It is sad that they are coming to conduct hearing
for this quarry operation but not conducting review meeting for the firecracker industry. We

will not allow it as long as our lives.

14. Mr.Muneeshkumar, Sivakasi

Mr. Munishkumar said that we are appealing to this meeting on behalf of the party and
the public that there should be no quarrying in this area, and that the protest will continue only

quarry is proposed to commence in this area.

15. Mr.Murali, President, YRTYV Matric Higher Secondary School

Mr. Murali said that the Hon’ble High court appointed a official on 08.04.2015 and
stated that quarries should not be established in this area as it is less than the 300 meters fixed

by the High Court. The students studying in the nearby school would be affected by this



quarry. Therefore, on behalf of school he raised objection towards the establishment of this

quarry in this area. He said that if this quarry comes there will be no safety for the students

studying in our school.

16. Mr.Radhakrishnan, Naam Tamilar Katchi

Mr. Radhakrishnan said that the quarry is harming the people and the soil. He said that
we will not allow this quarry at all. He said that people should not be repeatedly compromise in

the name of employment opportunity.

17. Mr.Ragupathi Pandian, Thiruthangal

Mr. Raghupathi Pandian stated that earlier quarry operation were banned in that area in
2004. Did the rectified it 2 What action did you take. Currently, there is no quarry operation
there. Quarry proponent says in his presentation he said that the schools will be maintained.
There is no need corporate money for a government school. That is the government's
responsibility. He said that 30 years ago, Sengulam was a watershed area, and now it become
sewer. They say that they will not blast, that is a lie. It does not matter if the quarry is far from
the village, but you plan to bring it in the center of the village. He said that the quarry rule
should be explained to the people clearly. Tiruthangal is not a village, it is a Corporation. He
said that this quarry is in the center of the village and the school is nearby. Therefore, he said
that there is no need for a quarry in this area and that this quarry project should be completely

dropped.

18. Mr.Murugesan, BJP, Thiruthangal

He said that the people will be greatly affected by this quarry and therefore this quarry

should not be allowed. The government is for the people. Not for individuals.

19. Mr.Gopi, Sivakasi

Mr. Gopi, when should this Public Hearing meeting be held by the Pollution Control
Board? Is it before giving approval to this project? Or after giving approval? He asked that the
approval has already been given to this project, and this Public Hearing meeting is being held
only after the Pollution Control Board has given permission to this quarry. This is such a big
injustice. The Public Hearing meeting should be held before giving permission. This is an
injustice to the people of this area. A quarry is operating in 32 acres around here. Official
should inspect how deep they are quarrying there. According to the study report given by the

government, the quarry is still operating today. How far is that quarry being dug? How much



permission has the government given? How much has Been cut? All these should be studied
and appropriate action should be taken and the existing quarry should be closed. That is our
demand. He said who asked for a new quarry. He said that the people do not have basic
facilities and the existing quarry should be closed. Leaving aside éll the quarries, the new
quarry is 10 hectares, that is, 24 acres, and there is already a quarry on 32 acres. These should
be closed. They have mentioned that there is a house 50 meters away near Satyanarayana Road.
But, this quarry is within the Corporation limit. They have mentioned that the population of
Tiruthangal is 9500. Do only 9500 people live near this quarry? He also said that they have
mentioned 1000 people live in Sengamalanachiyarpuram village. He said that this report is
wrong, that a meeting should be held before approval, but that they conduct this meeting after
approval, and is this an eye washing? We will protest on a large scale by bringing brother
Seeman to the field. If this Public Hearing goes beyond this and he warned that they will

protest on a large scale.

20. Mr.Alagu Murugan, Kannaki Colony

He also said that the, 30 years ago, Kannagi Nagar and MGR Nagar areas were highly
affected by the quarrying. Therefore, he said that this quarry should be cancelled, otherwise

people will protest and permission should not be given to start the quarry.

21.Thiru.Ganesan (H/o. Lakshmi, Ex-Chairman)

Mr. Ganesan said that this quarry was first allotted to Ayya Nadar & Sons Mr.
Kirathurai, Gnanaprakasam, Subash Chandra Bose, Ramamoorthy. Their memorial of their
parents Ayya Nadar and Janaki Ammal is located at this place. The total area is 96.28 acres.
Their mother’s tomb is located over an area of 4 acres 28 cents of land. The remaining 92 acres
of land was used by the old National Fire Works (P) Ltd Company. When Ayya Nadar died in
1982, the company was closed due to differences of opinion among the shareholders. From
2006 to 2010, I (Ganeshan), C.T. Ramachandran alias Appu, who owns a matchbox company
in Sivakasi, and Balan, divided all the properties of the family across India among their heirs.
After the 2010 partition, the 4 brothers and sisters entered into an agreement to set up a granite
company over an area of 67.86 acres of land. At that time, PRP Company and Stanco Granite
Company were operating in this area. It was during this period that they also decided to start
this company and signed an agreement to start this company by investing Rs. 1 croré 5 lakhs
each. Its total value is Rs. 4 crore 26 lakhs. This agreement was signed in 2010. Currently, its

value is equal to Rs. 400 crores. This is recorded in the Registrar's Office on document number



3636/2010. From the profits generated from this company, they have decided to provide all the
necessary facilities to a primary school located in Kannagi Colony and a primary school
located in Sengamalanachiyarpuram, and have allocated Rs. 5 lakh per year. In 2012, the
YRTV school administration and the Principal filed a case against the owner of the granite
company and the owner of the land. If this quarry starts, it will pose a threat to the lives of
2000 students studying in this school. Therefore, the purpose of the case is to prevent the
establishment of this quarry in this area. The verdict in that case was in favour of the plaintiffs
in 2017. After that, the company was ordered to start the quarry only in 2022 for the quarry
applied for in 2010. The order for quarry was issued in October 2022. The owner of this G.P.K
Quarry Company is Mr. Subbareddy. The owner of this quarry has quarries in Andhra Pradesh
and Karnataka. Why is he proposed to run a quarry in Thiruthangal? The owners are conspiring
against the public. This is an act of cheating the people. He vowed that he would not allow this
quarry to be established as long as he lives. When the All India Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam was in power, permission was not given for this quarry. He concluded his speech by

saying that as long as we have breath, we will not allow permission for this quarry.

22. Name not mentioned

The entire demand of this town is that this quarry should not be allowed. Plcase register
this opinion right now, there is not a single person who can say yes, and I kindly request you to

send the opinion of no to the higher authorities, he said.

23. On behalf of Town Secretary, Communist Party of India

Everyone here is well aware of this quarry. Many families and many areas have been
affected by this quarry. There is no drinking water in the western part of this area. The drinking
water has gone to the lowest level. Pollution Control Board officials has to come and to check
the drinking water well near the police station. See how much pollution is there. It is not right

for you to take a decision on your own. This is not right, he said.

After this, Revenue Divisional Officer, Sivakasi stated that he will convey to the
Government that almost all the public’s attended the meeting opposed the establishment of
proposed quarry. However, he would like to ask if anyone wishes to express their opinion in
support of the quarry. No one came forward. Since no one came forward, he will convey to the

Government the opinion of this meeting.



Finally, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar has narrated the proceedings of the public hearing conducted and informed that
the Minutes of the Meeting along with Compact Disc consisting the entire videographed Public
Hearing will be forwarded to the SEIAA for further actions. He also thanked all and requested

to furnish their views if any in written of petitions.

Total number of written petitions received - 08
Total number of petitions received in this - 09
office by post.

With this, the meeting came to the end.

ivisional Officer
Sivakasi,

Distric§ Environmental Engineer, Reven
Tamilngdu Pollution Control Board,
Virudhunagar Vi

Enclosures:

1. Copy of Attendance Register (Total 15— pages, 194persons)
2. Videograph of public hearing meeting (CD format)
3. Copy of Public Notices (Both Tamil & English).
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