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Minutes of Public Hearing conducted on 30/09/2025 at 11:00 A.M. in Alagu Mahal

Near to Senqgulam Railway Station and Sengulam vilaku Bus stop, Trivandrum
Main Road, Sengulam, with respect to the proposed Rough stone and Gravel

Quarry of Tvl.Sri Durgambika Blue Metals over an extent of 1.95.5 Ha in S.F. Nos.
570(P) & 571(P) of Tharuvai Village, Palayamkottai Taluk, Tirunelveli District

Details of participants in this meeting.

1. Thiru.P.Valli Kannu - Revenue Divisional Officer (In-Charge),
Tirunelvelil
2. Er.D.M.Krishnababu.,M.E - District Environmental Engineer,

TNPC Board, Tirunelveli.

3. ErAJeba M.E - Assistant Engineer,
: O/o.District Environmental Engineer,

TNPC Board, Tirunelveli.

Public and Government Officials — 262 NosCopy of Attendence (Annexure-1)

The public hearing under EIA Notifications, 2006 for proposed Rough stone and
Gravel Quarry of Tvl.Sri Durgambika Blue Metals over’an extent of 1.95.5 Ha in S.F.
Nos. 570(P) & 571(P) of Tharuvai Village, Palayamkottai Taluk, Tirunelveli District was
conducted on 30/09/2025 at 11.00 A.M in Alagu Mahal Near to Sengulam Railway

station and Sengulam Vilaku Bus stop, Trivandrum Main Road, Sengulam,

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tirunelveli welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer (In-Charge) public, Government
officials and industry representatives who have attended the public hearing. He
informed that the arrangements for the public hearing had been done as per the
guidelines issued under EIA Notifications, 2006. In this regard, public notices were
already published in “Dinathanthi” & “The New Indian Express” on 23/08/2025 and also
announcement made to the public through vehicle announcement and distributing

pamphlets.

He also stated that the views, suggestions and queries of the public will be
recorded through videography and the same will be sent to the State Environment

Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA), Tamil Nadu.

Then the Environmental consultant started explaining the project of Tvl.Sri
Durgambika Blue Metals Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry to the public through a Power

Point Presentation.

The District Environmental Engineer has requested the public to express their
views one by one on the project orally or in writing and also informed that the public
views are recorded and will be sent to the SEIAA, TamilNadu for taking necessary

action.

Since no one came to eXpressing their views for a while, the District

Environmental Engineer, Tirunelveli said that written petitions can also be submitted,

and 151 petitions were received at the public hearing meeting.
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Subsequently, the public has started expressing their views with respect to the project
as follows.

Mr. S.P.Muthuraman, Environmentalist, Tirunelveli :-

Mr. S.P. Muthuraman said that due to safety issues in mining near the propc "zd
quarry, a major quarry accident occurred in the Adaimithppankulam on 14/05/2022,
which was widely reported in India, and six dead bodies were recovered by the National
Disaster Management and Rescue Team after struggling for 10 days in that accident.
He also said that after the accident, no one had applied for new quarry permission in
this area, and now started to apply for mining permission again in this area after people

forgetting the details.

He said that land area with quarries in this area look like patches of puncture in

tire and questioned why further quarrying has not been stopped in this area.

He said that after the completion of the mining project, they are not properly
closed, which causes death of goats, cows and people. He said that there are more
than 15 abandoned quarries in the area, which are not properly closed after the

completion of the quarrying as committed in the mining closure plan.

He also said that the Tamil Nadu Government has recently issued a Government
order, in which the concerned lease holders should be instructed to establish proper
fences to protect the quarry pits after expiration of quarry lease, otherwise, the
Government can establish proper fences around abandoned quarries by using the
green fund and District mineral fund. He questioned who will take action for the same

and said that accidents continue to occur as the District Administration has not taken

any action even after the issuance of the Government order.

He said that in the Environmental Impact Assessment report, it was mentioned
that three quarries are operating near the proposed quarry, but all three quarries are
currently not in operation and this hearing was held by giving a false statement. Further,

it was also falsely mentioned that the S.Kasirajan quarry is a proposed one, whereas it
is under operation now.

According to Mines Act, Rule -22(C), only persons with recognized educational
qualifications should be allowed to prepare a mining plan but Mr. Natarajan, who has
prepared the mining plan has a license for the period from 21.09.2021 to 22.12.2021

only and he questioned how can treat the mining plan prepared by presently unlicensed
person as a valid one now.
He also said that the Environmental Impact Assessment study is carried out only

for three months and said that the environmental impact study should be carried out in
all four seasons. Granting environmental clearance based on the study conducted on

only one season is not correct.

He said that the Environmental Impact Assessment report had mentioned that

there was only one abandoned quarry, but there were more than fifteen abandoned
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quarries in the area, and he requested to conduct a proper study. He further stated that
there are abandoned quarries in Survey numbers 522, 523, 524, 525, 534, 535, 529,
531, 568 but the project report has given false information that only one quarry is

abandoned.

The Directorate of Mines Safety, New Delhi, in its notificaﬁon dated 31.01.2003,
stated that the area 500m around the quarry is designated as a safety zone but the
quarries are maintaining only 50 m or 5 m as a safety distance and a drone survey was
conducted during the year 2024 in the nearby village area and reported that many
quarries were carried out mining to a greater depth than the permitted level and that the

quarries were operating illegally at night.

The National Green Tribunal, South Zone, New Delhi has issued an order that
there should be a gap of 200 m between new quarries proposed after 21.07.2020. But
he questioned how the proposed quarry can be allowed, where already a quarry located

in the part of same Survey no. 570.

He stated that as per the land document registered as document number 840 of
the year 1904, on pages 82-137 in the Palayamkottai 1 Sub-Register office, Book |,
Section 206, dated 30.08.1904, field numbers 570 and 571 were registered in the name
of Abdul Rahman Tarakan and that his family members had also made a:partition in the
20086, and therefore, before allowing this quarry, the ownership of the land should be

investigated.

He also said that only 10 ton capacity vehicles can be operated in on Village
Panchayat roads, but all quarries are using 30-ton capacity heavy vehicles instead of
10-ton heavy vehicles, which is affecting the peaceful rural environment, and no action
being taken for this by the Mines Department and the Revenue Department. He said
that when quarries are established, there are more indirect impact than the direct
impact. He said that when the wind blows, a lot of dust emitted from the quarries, which

cannot be controlled, and affecting the villagers.

He said that recently, a closure order has been issued by the District Collector for
a quarry in Tenkasi district, and that 100 heavy vehicles are used per day in a quarry,
and 4 to 5 quarries are operating in that area, and he questioned what will happen to

the rural areas since 500 heavy vehicles are passing through daily.

He said that the Environmental Impact Assessment report had been prepared by
examining‘ only the area around 500 m and it was not mentioned how many quarries
were operating in the nearby village. He said that the Kandithankulam was near this
quarry and there was a pond near this quarry. He said that if many quarries were
operating in one place, the impact will be greater. He said that the Environmental
Impact Assessment Authority was issuing Environmental Clearance to the quarries as if
they were handing out pamphlets. He also said that the Chairman of the Tamil Nadu
Environmental Protection Agency, Mr.Mukilan, had protested in front of the

Environmental Impact Assessment Authority and urged that Environmental Clearance

3




should not be issued as if they were handing out pamphlets and that the public opinion .
should be examined in a public hearing. He further said that the public hearing is not a
meeting to express support or opposition for a project, but a meeting to record the

impact on the environment, humans and living beings if permission is given to ‘na

quarries, and to examine them.

As no public were come forward to record their views, the District Environmental
Engineer told that all the views informed will be recorded and will submit along with
videography to state Environmental Impact Assessment Authority to take necessary

action and thanked all the public attended the meeting.

The meeting came to the end. }ﬂ
¢er/,%
oagf RN
District Environmiental Engineer, Revenue Divi};.iopai’bfficer (In-Charge),
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, "____Tirunélveli District

Tirunelveli

Annexure:
1. Copy of Attendence ( Total - 34Pages, 262Participants)

2 Pendrive consisting of the Recorded Video of the entire public hearing.

3. Press release Notice (Tamil & English)

4. Written Petition received from the public for this proposed Project-151Nos
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_ Written Petition received from the public to this office for this proposed Project-2 Nos
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Mines Act Rule —22(c)-&tulq &Ihis SI-Lsens swifliush@ SrhkSsflésiul L
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Spiliefle eTITOMoTesT (& euTi&ameoig DsnSHEEUUT L Derencual DiFls Dpddley
saflohussmor Ga_lg eSS @mUusTEaD, Goabd Goanflsemerg &L alGmswLNs
Sy Grrtsefics SwkiEGasTsab SiNbemswc Gsflalléstu_ Bdrorsns sa Hleomy.

U&IOIL_6beSluT6h 2 _eirer @G WL 6v 5w usem FFoumub 21.07.2020-&© Glesr
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sBUSSl0 QpsTETS el L GHle 2 6rer R Gounflé@ e L Dl Ewi
Siafseney epBHHL 25516 QpuBlsasuUL_ (B 6TemSs ey, D Gounflé@ U el -
100 HEE GUNECOThIS6IT uwesTu(R $5LUUE UBTEOD, Sibs uGHUlleL 4 WPsHod 5 &@oumflaer
@QEweuM’_lgev 2 _orerasmcy, Sleorwd 500 HEUSH QNGETRIGET OFSTH  IHEUSHTEL
SiBEIMo UEGSlE6T sTeTeTaTEGD oTer Gaeral] ot pUiGleomi.

sHMIEGOG SMés wEUSE Sibéomswuneog 500 8 a&bodyerer uEdlesoer
GG Dpilie] CuhEETes( Swflggicrereont ereoToyd, H(HDa SlpmosSlev 6155660
Ganfleer  SukiGSSTDT  TETD) &OONLouLeilsbemey  eTaTAID s flalssm.
BTG SHNGIGETMD UGS Bbs Ganfléd SimHly SUusTHEaD, Shs & eumfluSlesr
SIS  GHomd SHUUSTH|D Qsfafssm. ®6r SLsde Hevmw @ounfleer
SwbhiSlemes MMGT UTSINY NSlswns SHoHESD oTereyb sNeNSSHM. &HMISEPL
sTeEs WwHOUEEH eEsTID seo@GaflEEnsE H6T@H GlrsIhiseT oUphIE M) Gurmeu
ShHDIF G0 s QUPHISIUIHEUSTHOD, WG &H600TIq HF) SOWBNE &FHDIEEHPey
utgEMY SWHsSSET Homeuall . Eloustt JiuiHeT HDHMIFEHHL F1ES wSHUSEH
. SpemenuSSHT (st UM LD pLES sIE Crsmuser euphi@eig Gumew
SOOI G0 DS QDhISSSe LT creoToytb GG &EEET HMHSH oL sal LSl
QsfNaNsstufd OQuig WEEENET BB Spibey Qsww  Geusor(hlb 6160
oSy IS HwsTHe|D &6 Hleom.

Guepib, QUG W&ESET SHIHSH! Galy sal LD 6TEOTUSH BTG VOV sTHIT0L
Qsflaflls@h Fal L &eenov 6TGTMID, Gamfls@psE DisInsl deflssneh SibhiG
SHDIFGHO0, DTSIHET WHHID o flomhisErds@ abhuBd urdiy GOSSs udley
QrbasHaeTeaT sal Lib erermib, Siabeom e Q&g Siger GlereGr Siguosl
auphis Goucor(Hd 6TeTRD, SHDIFEGLMES ThHuBD HTHED GMSHH Cungl WEHSHET
ShiseTg &(5SH 60T QsfeNss CousTBd TETUSDHSTE ST @ungl W&E&LT HIHSH
Gsly 6&al L BLESIUEUSHTEGD, steoi@ou  @ung weHEHET BhHS eumi’ 9 emeor
LweTU® 55 HhIs6T &(1HS SIS 0T EsfeaNés Cous(BIb staotaybd Fo.Mleom.

ogcilcsr Goumy wrph HIH5S! Qsflefds armssey, el L ShHDIEE:IP
@undwmemt,  SHBHOBOHGES - JieuisHeT sl LS Qafleflssiul L SUBSSHISHOT
DS EHID (PpeopWTs Udley @swiur_ [, SEeT GOliysEpD, oSigGwneyb wmblev
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