MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING FOR OBTAINING
EVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE FROM STATE ENVIRONMENT IMPACT
ASSESSMENT AUTHORITY (SEIAA) - TAMIL NADU FOR THE PROPOSED
ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY OF THIRU. N. DHARMALINGAM
OVER AN EXTENT OF 3.86.0 HECTARE LOCATED IN S.F.NOS. 27/1, 2,
3, 4, 28/1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 28/11A OF SITHALAPAKKAM
VILLAGE, VEMBAKKAM TALUK, TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT,
CONDUCTED ON 06.08.2025 AT 12.00 PM IN M/S. SRI LAKSHMI
VIJAYACHANDRAN MARRIAGE HALL, MATHUR VILLAGE, VEMBAKKAM
TALUK & TIRUVANNAMALAI DISTRICT.

Present:
1. | Thiru. S. Siva Revenue Divisional Officer(FAC),
Cheyyar,
Tiruvannamalai District.
2. | Tmt. T. Kalaiselvi District Environmental Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai District.

3. | Dr. S. Sugashini Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai District.

4. | Thiru. V. Kathirvelan Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai District.

5. | Thiru. M. Tamil Mani Tahsildar,
Vembakkam,
Tiruvannamalai District.

6. | Thiru. A. K. Arul Murugan Assistant Geologist,
Geology and Mining,
Tiruvannamalai District.

7. | Thiru. M. Sathish Revenue Inspector,
Vembakkam,
Tiruvannamalai District.

8. | Public and NGOs 59 persons (list enclosed).

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Tiruvannamalai, on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, Cheyyar who presided over the
public Hearing meeting, other Government officials, the public & the NGOs
and explained the need for the conduction of Public Hearing for obtaining
Environmental Clearance for the proposed Rough stone and gravel quarry as

follows:



“The public hearing meeting is being conducted for the proposed
project of M/s. Thiru. N. Dharmalingam over an extent of 3.86.0 hectare in
Sithalapakkam Village, Vembakkam Taluk, Tiruvannamalai District for
obtaining prior Environmental Clearance from the State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA)as per the Environmental Impact

Assessment Notification 2006.”

“As per the EIA Notification 2006, the mining projects (Individual or
Cluster) having extent above 5 hectares require the conduction of public
hearing meeting for obtaining Environmental Clearance from the State
Environment Impact Assessment Authority. This public hearing meeting will
be recorded and submitted in the form of audio and video to the State
Environment Impact Assessment Authority. Accordingly, the public notices
for this public hearing were published in dailies of “The Times of India”
(English) & “Daily Thanthi” (Tamil) on 02.07.2025 with the approval of the
District Collector, Tiruvannamalai for the proposed Rough stone and gravel
quarry of M/s. Thiru. N. Dharmalingam to be conducted at M/s. Sri
Lakshmi Vijayachandran Marriage Hall on 06.08.2025 @ 12.00PM.”

The District Environmental Engineer further stated that “The project
proponent will explain the proposed quarry project and its Environmental
Impact Assessment Study report details through power point presentation.
Following the presentation, the general public and NGOs can express their
views, suggestions and comments on the said project one by one either in
oral or in written format during when the public should register their name
& village name. The opinions & suggestions of the public &
environmentalists will be recorded and submitted to the State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority. Thereafter, the authority will consider the
issue of Environmental Clearance to this proposed quarry. The Revenue
Divisional Officer, Tiruvannamalai will inaugurate the public hearing
meeting thereafter the project proponent will explain the Environmental

Impact Assessment Study report.”



The Revenue Divisional Officer, Cheyyar requested the project
proponent to explain about the proposed rough stone and gravel quarry and
the Environmental Impact Assessment study conducted by them to the
public in detail and requested the general public to mention their name and
their village name while expressing their views, suggestions and comments

on the said project.

On behalf of the project proponent, Thiru. M. Sheik Nawas,
Coordinator, M/s. Geo Exploration and Mining Solutions, Salem (Consultant
for the proposed rough stone quarry of M/s. Thiru. N. Dharmalingam)
explained the details of the project and the Environmental Impact

Assessment study conducted by them through power point presentation.

Subsequently, the Revenue Divisional Officer, Cheyyar requested the
public to express their views/suggestions/comments in oral or written

statement one by one.

The following are the 'Views/ suggestions/comments represented by the

public:

1. Thiru. V. Perumal, Sithalapakkam Village:

He stated that, "The arrival of this quarry provides a great opportunity
for our villagers. It offers employment opportunities to many people. This
proposed quarry benefits our village. Therefore, I express my support for

the establishment of this quarry," and concluded his speech.

2. Thiru. J. Murugan, Sithalapakkam Village:

He stated that, “We welcome this proposed quarry, as it will bring
abundant employment opportunities to our village and make our village as
excellent one. We extend a warm welcome to this quarry,” and concluded his

speech by expressing his support for the quarry’s establishment.

3. Thiru. N. Anbarasan, Sithalapakkam Village:

He stated that, "We own vehicles, and the arrival of this quarry will

provide us with employment opportunities, improving our economic



situation. Therefore, we need this quarry," and concluded his speech by

expressing his support for the quarry’s establishment.

4. Thiru. C. Anandhan, Sithalapakkam Village:

He stated that, " I was unemployed after graduating. I know driving of
vehicles. And I will get employment if this quarry comes and I will do my job
efficiently and concluded his speech by expressing his support for the

quarry’s establishment.”.

5. Thiru. N. Gothandaraman, Sithalapakkam Village:

He stated that, "The arrival of this quarry will provide employment
opportunities to everyone, so I.welcome it," and concluded his speech by

expressing his support for the quarry’s establishment.

6. Thiru. Sunantha Reddy, NGO:

He said, "My congratulations to the management and the
environmental consultants for this project. I'm the first environmentalist in
India to support industries. In my opinion, unemployment is the biggest
pollution. Industries play a vital role in providing employment opportunities.
[ recommend to grant unconditional NOC to this quarry," and concluded his

speech by expressing his support for the quarry’s establishment.

7. Thiru. E. Moorthy, Sithalapakkam Village:

He extended greetings to the government officials representatives
attending the public hearing for the proposed quarry in Sithalappakkam
village. Having previously served as a ward member in nearby Elacherry for
five years, the speaker is familiar with the benefits quarries can bring to
local communities. The speaker highlights the positive impact quarries have
had on Elacherry village, enabling various development projects through the
revenue generated. They attribute the village's growth and development to
the quarry's presence, stating that government funds alone would not have
been sufficient. The speaker invites officials to visit Elacherry to witness the
development firsthand and expresses confidence that the proposed quarry in

Sithalappakkam would similarly benefit the local community. While
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acknowledging potential issues with quarries, the speaker emphasizes the
importance of proper management and regulation by authorities to mitigate
these problems. The speaker concludes by expressing support for the quarry
proposal, believing it would bring benefits to the local community, and

thanks the officials for their attention.

8. Thiru. Gopinath, Sithalapakkam Village.

He stated, "Many families benefit from this proposed quarry. Earlier, I
was working in SIPCOT, but due to health issues, [ had to stay home.
However, the quarry provided me with employment opportunities, and I'm
doing well now. My children are also studying well. The quarry also supports
local schools with funds, enabling children to study better. Additionally, it
has improved the village's infrastructure, including lighting and roads. The
quarry's presence is beneficial for our village, and I welcome it." and
concluded his speech by expressing his support for the quarry’s

establishment.

9. Thiru. Dhanasekar, Sithalapakkam Village.

He stated, “In this regard, we would like to inform thatA we are having
5 hectare (apps) extent of agriculture lands situated adjacent to the
proposed mining project. We are cultivating food grains such as paddy ragi,
black gram and vegetables in our agriculture land for the past five

generation.

This cultivation income is the only source of income for our family
members and our sole livelihood. And also, this land is our backbone for our

family expenses like day to day expenses, medical expenses education etc.,

Four years before, the government had approved same type of mining
project without public consent and knowledge and approved the Rough
stone and Gravel Quarry mining project. Because of this project we are
unable to do the cultivation in our agriculture land. The water level in the
well before this project was 10 feet from the ground level but now the well is

totally dry.



Now referring to the new mining project, I strongly object to approving

the project for the following reasons:

1) The primary concern is dust generation during quarry operations,
which settles on crops, reducing their photosynthetic capacity and

contaminating the soil by potential harmful particles.

2) Mining operations increased exposure to Air pollutants, such as
silica dust and diesel exhaust, and risk long-term respiratory and skin

related illnesses.

3) Blasting and excavation activities can disturb the soil structure in
nearby fields, impacting water infiltration and drainage leading to reduced

fertility and crop yields.

4) Blasting and drilling can cause vibrations leading to cracks and

structural damage in nearby homes, wells and public infrastructure.

5) Quarry operations can potentially pollute groundwater sources
used for irrigation, especially if improper waste management practices are

employed.

6) When they use rock blasts powder to break the rock, the stone
would fall in our cultivated land, after which we have to engage our own

manpower to remove the fallen stones from the land.

7) We raised our objection and explained the agriculture loss for a
number of times to the proposed quarry owner Mr. Dharmalingam
personally and also raised our objection to the sub collector and VAO
(Village administrative officer) during the month of February 2025 through

phone during initial inspection of the proposed mining project.

8) In spite of our oral request and appeal he has not listen because he

is very politically influenced person.

9) Since the proponent of this quarry has influence at all levels, we are

under fear to raise any action against him.



10) Not only does the proposed project cause mental stress, but it also
results in physical damage. We are particularly affected due to our land

being located close to the project site.

11) Therefore, as a farmer [ object the established mining project
survey Nos. 27/1,2,3,4,28/1,2 3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,28/11A adjacent to our

lands.

With this, we hope that the district collector/public hearing officer will
certainly hear our appeal and take appropriate action in safeguarding our

agricultural lands and rescue our lives.

An acknowledgement may be issued for having admitted our objection
appeal. Thank You.” He concluded his speech by expressing his objection to

the quarry’s establishment.

10. Thiru.Muthuraja, Ramanathapuram District, Kamuthi Village, NGO.

He extends greetings to the district administration, Environmental
Engineers, company owners, villagers, government officials, and social
activists. Quoting Mahakavi Bharathi, the speaker emphasizes the
importance of agriculture and industry in a nation's development. He notes
that industries can bring about positive change, particularly in developing
countries like India. Therefore, we have to support this proposed quarry. He
offers suggestions to the proprietor of the quarry, including forming a
committee with local elders to ensure smooth operations and minimize
conflicts. He also recommends prioritizing local residents for employment
opportunities. Additionally, he requested the company to plant long-lasting
trees like pungai, vengai, and neem around the quarry to protect the
environment. The speaker concludes by expressing support for the quarry's

establishment.

11.Thiru. G. Nagarajan, Chinna Elacheri Village.

He stated, "The proposal of this quarry will create many job
opportunities. So, I welcome the establishment of this quarry,” and
concluded his speech by expressing his support for the quarry’s

establishment.



12.Thiru. Velu, Chinna Elacheri Village.

He stated, "I wholeheartedly welcome this proposed quarry, which will
pave the way for the village's development and progress. It will also provide
increased job opportunities for the local people," and concluded his speech

by expressing his support for the quarry’s establishment.

13.Thiru. Manokaran, Chinna Elacheri Village.

He stated, "Our village is nearer to Sithalapakkam village. We are
benefited greatly from the quarries. We've benefited road facilities,
electricity, and other benefits. For 20 years, we struggled with water
scarcity, but now, thanks to the quarry, we have an abundance of drinking
water. The quarry's revenue has enabled us to access electricity, clean
drinking water, and good roads. Additionally, the local schools have
improved significantly due to the quarry's presence. In my opinion, the
quarry has brought only benefits to our village, with no drawbacks.”" and
concluded his speech by expressing his support for the quarry’s

establishment.

14.Thiru. Yuvaraj, Sithalapakkam Village.

He stated, "I extend my greetings to the government officials present
at this public hearing. The proposed quarry is near our 10 acres agricultural
land, which has been our livelihood for five generations. If the quarry is
approved, it will severely impact our groundwater and agriculture, affecting
the soil quality and crop growth. As farmers, we rely on agriculture, and the
quarry's presence will be detrimental to our way of life. We are one of the
families living closest to the proposed quarry site. While others may not have
spoken up, I want to register my concerns. The quarry will have a significant
impact on our land and the surrounding wells, which are crucial for our
crops. I urge the authorities to consider the long-term consequences of
approving the quarry. No one can guarantee that the groundwater will be
protected or that the wells will not be affected. Our crops and livelihoods
depend on these water sources. As someone who gathers that agriculture

being the primary occupation for over 100 years, I strongly object to the



quarry and request that it not be approved." and concluded his speech by

expressing his objection to the quarry’s establishment.

The following 35 nos. of the public have expressed their opinion
in writing on the proposal of this Rough stone & gravel quarry. In that

34 nos. have expressed their support to the establishment of this

quarry.
S.No Named& Place Comment
1. Thiru. K. Sreenivasa Murthy, Expressed support in favour of
Andhra Pradesh. the proposed quarry
2. Thiru. V. Mohan, Expressed support in favour of
Ranipet. the proposed quarry
3. Tmt. Revali Savithri, Expressed support in favour of
Andhra Pradesh the proposed quarry
4. Thiru. Kayapati Naresh, Expressed support in favour of
Andhra Pradesh. the proposed quarry
5. | Thiru. U. Ramachandra, Expressed support in favour of
Andhra Pradesh. the proposed quarry
0. Thiru. Ankaiah, Expressed support in favour of
Andhra Pradesh.. . the proposed quarry ‘
7. Tmt. Gundala Saidama, Expressed support in favour of
Telangana. the proposed quarry
8. Thiru. Hajarathaiah, Expressed support in favour of
Andhra Pradesh. the proposed quarry
9. Thiru. Subbaramaiah, Expressed support in favour of
Tirupati. the proposed quarry
10. | Thiru. M. Sivanathan, Expressed support in favour of
Villupuram. the proposed quarry
11. | Thiru. B. Balakrishna, Expressed support in favour of
Andhra Pradesh. the proposed quarry
12. | Tmt. Avutta Mangamma, Expressed support in favour of
Telangana. the proposed quarry
13. | Thiru. Purushothaman, Expressed support in favour of
Ranipet. the proposed quarry
14. | Thiru. U. Sankaraiah, Expressed support in favour of
Telangana. the proposed quarry
15. | Thiru. K. Saradha, Expressed support in favour of
Andhra Pradesh. the proposed quarry
16. | Thiru.J. Raja, Expressed support in favour of
Dharmapuri. the proposed quarry
17. | Thiru. T. Devalingam, Expressed support in favour of
Ranipet. the proposed quarry
18. | Thiru. K. Saravana, Expressed support in favour of
Kanchipuram. the proposed quarry
19. | Thiru. Duraisamy, Expressed support in favour of
Ranipet. the proposed quarry




20. | Thiru. Venkatesan, Expressed support in favour of
Ranipet. the proposed quarry

21. | Thiru. Muthu Raja, Expressed support in favour of
Ramnathapuram. the proposed quarry

22. | Tmt. Aakkalaiahh Doti, Expressed support in favour of
Telangana. the proposed quarry

23. | Thiru. Venkatesh boya, Expressed support in favour of
Andhra Pradesh. the proposed quarry

24. | Thiru. A. Subramanyam, Expressed support in favour of
Andhra Pradesh. the proposed quarry

25. | Tmt. S. Fathima, Expressed support in favour of
Andhra Pradesh. the proposed quarry

26. | Thiru. V. Manikandan, Expressed support in favour of
Villupuram. the proposed quarry

27. | Thiru. V. Suresh, Expressed support in favour of
Villupuram. the proposed quarry

28. | Thiru. A. Venkata Subbiah, Expressed support in favour of
Andhra Pradesh. the proposed quarry

29. | Thiru. S. Venkata Subbiah, Expressed support in favour of
Andhra Pradesh. the proposed quarry

30. | Thiru. Rajendiran, Expressed support in favour of
Andhra Pradesh. the proposed quarry

31. | Thiru. Nokkiyamani, Expressed support in favour of
Ranipet. the proposed quarry

32. | Thiru. Tamizhmani, Expressed support in favour of
Ranipet. the proposed quarry

33. | Thiru. Inbasekaran, Expressed support in favour of
Ranipet. the proposed quarry

34. | Thiru. D. Sampath, Vembakkam, Expressed opposition to the
Tiruvannamalai. proposed quarry

35. | Palle Naveen Kumar, Telangana Expressed support in favour of

the proposed quarry

As there were no views/comments raised further, District

Environmental Engineer, Tamil- Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tiruvannamalai, with the approval of Revenue Divisional Officer, Cheyyar,

has announced that the meeting came to an end with the vote of thanks.

Enclosures:

1. Copy of press release (Public Notice published in the daily Newspaper
Tamil & English dated 02.07.2025for notifying the public hearing
meeting)

2. The certificate issued by the Village Administrative Office for the Audio
‘announcement and issue of notices.

3. Attendance sheet at the public hearing (13 pages/59 persons).
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4. Audio & Video (DVD - Disc 1) of the public hearing proceedings.

5. Photographs of the public hearing/Summary in English & Tamil,
submitted by the Project Proponent.

6. EIA Report & Executive summary (Tamil & English).

7. Petitions received through Public Hearing Meeting — 35nos.

7y -~

District Environmental Engineer, Revenue Div: ignal/Officer(FAC),
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, (6 /, Cheyyar.
Tiruvannamalai. 0
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