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TAMIL NADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING. CONDUCTED FOR
OBTAINING THE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE _FROM_MINISTRY OF
ENVIRONMENT, FOREST & CLIMATE CHANGE FOR THE 2_PROPOSED
ROUGH STONE _AND GRAVEL QUARRIES OVER AN _EXTENT OF 2.68.5
HECTARES ie. (I) M/S. M. DEVARAJ, ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL
QUARRY OF 1.60.5 HA AT S.F NO. 311/3 AND 311/4B AND (I) M/S. A.
DURAISAMY, ROUGH STONE AND GRAVEL QUARRY OF 1.08.0 HA AT S.F
NO. 315/2B__OF KODANGIPALAYAM VILLAGE, PALLADAM TALUK,
TIRUPPUR DISTRICT NAMED BY Mys. KODANGIPALAYAM ROUGH STONE
AND GRAVEL QUARRY CLUSTER HELD ON 08.07.2025 AT 02:30 PM IN Mys.
SRI VENKATESHWARA MAHAL, S.F.NO. 3752A, TRICHY MAIN ROAD,
KARANAMPETTAL KODANGIPALAYAM VILLAGE, PALLADAM TALUK,
TIRUPPUR DISTRICT

Project Name

The project draft of M/s, Kodanglpalayam Rough Stone and Gravel Quarry Cluster
consists of S.F. Nos. 311/3, 311/4B & 315/2B of Kodangipalayam Village, Palladam
Taluk, Tiruppur District at an extent 0f 2.68.5 Ha.

Present
1. Thiru.K.‘Mohanasundaram Revenue District Officer,
Tiruppur,
Tiruppur District
2.| Dr.S.Sathiyan District Environmental Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tirupur South, Palladam,.
Tirupur District,

3.| Er.S Neelamegam Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tirupur South, Palladam,

| Tirupur District.




4. | Er.K.Ganesan Assistant Environmental Engineer,

' ' | Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tirupur South, Palladam,

Tirupur District,

5. | Er.S.Mathanakeerthi Assistant Engineer, :
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tirupur South, Palladam,

Tirupur District. '

6. | Er.R.Karthiga Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tirupur South, Palladam,

Tirupur District. -
7.1 Ms.N.Prema . : " | Revenue Inspector,
Samalapuram,
Tirupur District.
8..| Thiru.K.Nakulraj Village Administrative Officer,
Kodangipalayam Village,
. Tiruppur District
9. | Thiru. A. Durairaj Project Proponent I
10{ Thiru. M. Devaraj Project Proponent II
11| General Public 91 Persons. (As per Annexure - 1)

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur

South |

Good evening to everyone. | welcome our Revenue Divisional Officer and all those
who have come here for this public Hearing on two 2 Proposed Rough Stone and Gravel
Quarries over an extent of 2.68.5 Hectares i.e., (i) M/s. M. Devaraj, Rough stone and
Gravel quarry of 1.60.5 Ha at S.F No. 311/3 and 311/4B and (ii) M/s. A. Duraisamy,
Rough stone and Gravel quarry of 1.08.0 Ha at S.F No. 315/2B of Kodangipalayam
Village, Palladam Taluk, Tiruppur District named by M/s. Kodangipalayam Rough Stone
and Gravel Quarry Cluster. -

This public consultation is being held in the name of application for obtaining
environmental clearance for quarries as per the Environmental Impact Assessment Report
2006 under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change. A notification to this
effect was published in the newspapers Dinekaran and Indian Express on 05.06.2025.

The project consultant is now going to explain to us about this project and the
environmental impact statement. Following that, people can express their opinions through

the meeting. Orally or in writing, I kindly request the people expressing their opinions to



express their opinions briefly and clearly considering the time. Now, I kindly request our

Revenue District Officer to inaugurate this public consultation meeting.

Revenue Divisional Officer, Tiruppur:

[ would like to express my first greetings to all the public, ‘quarry owners and the
District Environmental Engineer who are participating in this consultation meeting which
is being held today, 08.07.2025 afternoon. I request the public to express their. views on
Thiru. M. Devaraj and Thiru. A. Duraisamy Qﬁarries which are going-for new proposal as

they have been quarried already.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur
South ) ,

Now the public can express their opinions. First, priority is given to the people

living in Kodangipalayam village.

1. Tmt. Selvi, Kodangipalayam

I am Selvi. I am speaking from Kodangipalayam. All these quarries are coming up and
agriculture is going down. Why is all the agricultural land goiﬁg down? All the wells in the
agricultural lands here are open wells. When rock is dug nearby, all this water turns into
rock pits. Since all the water goes into the rock pits, all the agriculture is going down.
Therefore, my opinion is that there should be no quarry in Kodangipalayam. If you have
seen now, there is an Annamar temple and a community. hall in the northwest of the place
where this Duraisamy quarry will be built. There are more than a hundred houses,
apartments, a village hall, anganwadi, and two overhead tanks in the northwest of the field
where the quarry will be built. Therefore, my opinion is that there should be no quarry in

this area. Thank you, regards.

2. Thiru. Kalaichelvi, Kodangipalayam.

Since these quarries came, we have been living in mud and dust here, in this town.
Due to this, all the children in our family go to the hospital every week. We are very
affected by colds and the like. Groundwater is decreasing. We cannot do any farming. If
this quarry comes, no permission will be given to build any house near it. Everyone who
comes, they scare us by saying that the stone will fall. This one will move, this one will

move. They make us homeless. We have been living in our house nearby for twenty years.



This same panchayat president signed it. They have broken the stone by lying that our
house is not nearby.

Then who gave us all this authority? Then who should we go to tell the farmers that
they are being affected. We have also been going to the authorities for three years. No one
has done us any good. In my opinion, if you have given permission to thé quarry when it is
like that, you will also face a similar situation. The existing quarries have such impacts, If

you allow a quarry like this, my opinion is that this town will be destroyed. Thank you.

3. Thiru.Murugasamy, Kodangipalayam

Kodangipalayam Murugasamy Sir. Near us, permission has been sought from the
Mineral Resources Department for S.F.NO. 311. There is a house sixty meters away from
it. If this is the case, how will we live? We cannot live near these. If we had told you in the
beginning, we would not have built so many houses. Now, if permission is given after

building the house, what will we do? You should pay attention to these things.

4, Thiru.Natarajan, Uthukuli.

My name is Natarajan. I come from Uthukuli. As a person who has already been
affected by this quarry, I have come to express my concern and say that this quarry should
not be allowed under any circumstances. If this quarry comes, it will not be possible to do
agriculture within a kilometer of the vicinity. Agriculture will not be able to pollinate
properly, and all the plants and flowers will be contaminated with soil and pollutants, and
the water will be polluted. ‘

Agriculture will be completely ruined. Since everything is transported on the roads
in lorries of twenty tons and eighty tons, the dust from it will settle in all the nearby forests,
grass and bushes. Farmers will not be able to survive by grazing even goats and cows.
Therefore, permission should be given only if it complies with the regulations, and since
there are approved houses, reservoirs, water bodies, etc. near this quarry, permiséion should

not be given for this quarry. Thank you.

5. Thiru.Thangavelsamv, Kodangipalayam
This S.F.No. 311 Devaraj is the one we have been living for generations near the
quarry. Two years ago, there was a terrible heat. The entire thennampillai started to wither.

Once he came home, Why is the thennampillai all withered like this, whenever I see a



withered crop, [ wither, as Vallalar said, he burst into tears. Then he asked me to bring
water in a truck. After that, he gave me water for two or three days. Gunasekar also
cooperated-nearby. KarthikbVelusamy, these three gave me water and helped me grow my
thennampillai. Therefore, please give them permission to quarry. They are doing good.
Give them permission. I have been living nearby for mahy years. We have been living for

many generations. I request you to give permission.

6. Thiru. P. Sampathkumar, Karanampettai

My name is Sampathkumar, Karanpettai. I have been doing granite business for the
last ten years. There are hundreds of small businessmen like me here. request you to grant

permission for both this quarry to improve their livelihood.

7. Thiru. S. Krishnakumar, Tamil Nadu Congress District Secretary

The Government officials who are present, all the public from our area who have
come to the consultation meeting, I would like to express my greetings to all of you. Last
year, the former District Collector said that this consultation meeting was held in the
District Collector's office in Tiruppur. We requested him. Come to the respective area. We
told him to come to the respective area and listen to the views of the public.

| They are coming from Tarapuram,‘ Singanur, Madras, Delhi. Those who have come
to this consultation meeting have no connection. This consultation meeting can be held
from the affected people living in this area. There is nothing wrong with that. Therefore, on
our request, the District Collector is holding it in the réspective area. Last three months
ago, a consultation meeting was held. It was held this morning. It is happening now.

~ Ifyoulook at the old documents from Karamanpet and Kodangipalayam, there were
no such problems before 2000. If you go to the boulders, if you go to the gravel, there were
- no such problems. Women would break gravel in front ‘of the temple. It was going to all
areas. After that, as civilization grew, machines came. Afier the arrival of modern
machines, the smoke from these stones went away. You can't say no. They are affected.
Even if they are affected, they see to it in their own place. They are not snatched from you.
They buy forty to fifty acres. They make crushers in their own place. They produce. A
group comes to our area and threatens us in an aggressive manner, wanting to interfere with

that. All this is not good.



The country has achieved independence and all work is done in a democratic
manner. If we take a factory, lint flies in the godown. Can we work without lint? You all
wear cloth. Where did all this cloth come from? It came from yarn, from lint. The fluff will
fly in the blow room. Ten to fifteen people will work in the blow room. They will be given
blackcurrants.

When everything comes in this modern era, if you say no to this industry, no to that
industry, the indﬁstry Will not prosper. Last time, under the leadership of Hon. Edappadi, a
bridge from LIC to Goldmine in Coimbatore was built at a cost of one thousand five
hundred and sixty crores. If the bridge is opened, the transport facility will be smooth.
Where did all this come from, it came from stone and gravel. Therefore, we support the
two quarrymen, Thiru. NSN and Thiru. DCL Durai, to build a quarry.

A bill is presented in the Assembly and Parliament. When the bill is presented, the
Speaker sdys that if there is a maximum, approve the hearing. Those of you who are
present here who say that a quarry is needed, raise your hand and let's see. Those who say
that the quarry can be operated, raise your hand. I kindly request‘ you, the authorities, to
take this into account, Hearing that so many people have expressed support for the
establishment of the quarry, I am supporting the establishment of this quarry as the Tamil
Nadu Congress District Secretary. Thank you, greetings. Sir, only opinions should be
expressed in the public opinion gathering. There should be no poll to see how many people
support it. Such an event should not héppen here. Please,‘I beg you. He did it without

knowing it. I request that no one do it again.

8. Thiru. S. Karthikeyan, Karanampettai

My name is Karthikeyan, Karanpettai. Good afternoon to all. My opinion in this
survey meeting of the quarry is that all the people working in this quarry are not only the
villagers but also those who have been farmers. No one has come from Tiruppur or
Coimbatore and was born from the sky. No one has left agriculture and destroyed
agriculture and come to do quarrying. These two quarry owners who have come now are
once families who were dependent on agriculture and belonged to an agricultural
éommunity. Such a family is the one who has now left agriculture with time and everyone
has gone to different professions like power looms and quarrying, while most of the people

in Karanpettai have gone to the quarrying industry.



So the need for that quarry is to leave the old house and build a new house and get
married. In this era, everyone gets married after building'a new house. If you want to build
a house after getting married, you need stone. If you want a road, if you want a bridge, you
need stone. 1 do a lot of public service more than all this. 1 have not come here to speak for
my personal needs. My general opinion is that in the public service I do, someone in this
town has a problem in the hospital. A temple needs to be built and funds are needed for
that. There is no security for school children. If we want to repair that school, the only

place we can ask for help from today is the quarry association.

Because only if we get their help, this work can be completed continuously. Be ita
temple or a school. More than all this, a disease called Corona, which the whole world
feared, came; We all ran and hid inside our houses. At that time, many nearby panchayats
did not have any funds. The help received from the Government did not reach them. Many
volunteers come forward to help. In such a situation, only in our Kodangipalayam
panchayat, and only with their help, many families were able to eat. Why were they helpful
in providing free rice, lentils and vegetables to all of them and in making food?

) They say that we can forget those who shake hands and praise them, but we should
not forget ‘those who raise their hands. It is because of the help of those who do this
b\isinelss that many problems that have existed in this area for so long have been solved. I
am not saying that there are problems or not. Humans need food to eat. Humans can
sufvive only if they eat. The basic needs are food, clothing and shelter. Agriculture created
that food, no one is saying that they do not exist. No one can live here without food.

Similarly, as he said, the loom runs near our house. He often catches cold. You
cannot say that my partner does that business and stop the loom. This business has to be
done by walking. Clothing has to be done by us. Next, we need shelter and a house. We can
only build a house if we have a quarry to build a house. I object, saying that the person next
to me is embarrassed by the mill, I can go a kilometer away and start. I can set up'a mill.

I will buy a place in a racecourse because the quarrymen are embarrassed by me.
Can I set it up because I am in the ruling party? Or can'] set it up in the municipality in
Tiruppur? Can [ go to the foot of the mountain where there is a mountain and set it up? [
cannot take them anywhere. I can take it only where the stone is available.

But I agree that it should not be created by destroying others. There is no alternative
to them. I also do not agree that industry should come forward by destroying other workers

or people living in this area and agriculture. No one here does. I say that those who have



such ideas _should also change this idea. Communists will say that in the concept of public
property, they will give an opinion when they are trained. When we express our opinion, if
someone expresses an opinion against us, we are not the enemy of that opinion, but of
those who express it against us. That is what the community would say.

Everyone can have an alternative opinion. The Indian Constitution has given
everyone the right to freedom of speech. ‘They have the right to express that freedom of
speech, whatever they want. Based on that, | want to express my opinion that quarrying is a
necessary industry. Many mistakes are made in the activities carried out by the
Government,

There are many private buses running in front of our eyes in Coimbatore-Tirupur.
How many people should be loaded in a bus? Fifty pe‘ople and fifty-five people can be
loaded. But if we saw how many people they accept, we saw in the morning that they are
hanging on all the buses. How many officials have taken action for this. How many

organizations have held protests for this. No one has fought for this.

They are beaten and hung on these buses e\}ery day. No case is filed. All
Government and private buses run like that. Everyone knows about them and does not
know about them. It may be that there is no bus or that the crowd can be corrected by
leaving more than a hundred buses. But the stone is necessary. What laws does the
Government have to make laws so that it does not affect those nearby? That law must be
strictly followed and this industry can operate on its basis. I kindly request you to give

permission. Thank you all, greetings.

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur

South

Sir, only opinions should be expressed in the public hearing. No poll to see how
many people support it. That kind of event should not happen here. Please, I request you.

He did it without knowing it. I request that no one do it again

9. Thiru. K.V, Palaniswami, Former Panchayat President of Kodangipalayam.

Good afternoon to all. I would like to express my first greetings to the Revenue
District Officer, District Environmental Engineer, public, farmers and everyone who is
conducting this consultation meeting. As I have already. said, these consultation meetings

have been held many times in many meetings. The opinions expressed in them are the



same. Permission for these quarries can be granted subject to the rules.‘When those rules
are followed, I would also like to place here the request that the operators of the quarry
should also perform their duties subject to those rules.

Because as the Panchayat President, there will be a lot of development work to be
done. Then all the requests come from the public. They ask for roads, hospitals, schools,
community centers, temples, concrete roads, sewers, houses, etc. The basic raw material for
all of this is this stone. ‘

Even if you want gravel, it comes from this black stone. Cement is made by
breaking a rock. Wood, wood, and that wood are only available when you cut it. Next to
that, DMT wires and cables are available from the earth. They also have to be mined from
the earth. Therefore, when you mine what is attached to the earth, some problems arise.
That is why the Government pollution control board and its officials monitor them. When
they monitor them properly and follow the rules, there are no problems. But when those
rules are violated or monkitoring is lacking, those problems arise. |

Therefore, if the Government officials properly implement those rules, and if the
quarry owners also fully comply with those rules, there is no chance of problems arising,
When viewed from that perspective, there is no objection to granting permission to these
quarries. ‘

You can grant them freely. But not only this, when quarrying is carried out, they
will say that there is an appropriate level of noise polluﬁon, explosion noise, and decibel
level. It is the duty of our officials to see whether it is at that level, or it is the responsibility
of the quarry owners. Therefore, it is when that responsibility is ignored, that problenis

arise here. As some have mentioned, problems arise.

Therefore, I am obliged to make this request at this time that everyone should
realize their responsibility and act accordingly. Similarly, in this world, food, clothing, and
shelter are the basic needs of man for survival. Of these, the third is shelter. Shelter is not
only a house, this world itself is a shelter. In this world, man lives only on earth. Humanity
exists or there are living beings. So if we take this world as a home, whether it is a highly
developed country, a country that is at a very low level of economic development or is on
the path of development, or a developing country like our country, these basic structures
are very necessary. Therefore, the resources required for those basic structures are available

only from the earth.



They are not available from anywhere else. Air, it is available on the surface of the
earth. Sunlight is available only from the surface of the earth, Therefore, the living beings
of this world have to survive by using those resources that are natural. Therefore, if we use
those natural resources as much as possible within the rules, then certainly constructive
work will take place. Development will take place. Based on that, I will express my
opinions and conclude by stating my opihion that these two quarries can be given their

permission within the rules. Thank you, greetings.

10.Thiru. S Arumugam.Karanampettai.

[ would like to extend my good wishes to the officials who are conducting this
public hearing and to all those present here. In this public hearing, I am of the opinion that
permission should be given to Devaraj's quarry and Duraisarﬁy's quarry. In the interest of
the public, I am of the opinion that permission should be given to them.

Because many families are living on this industry. If you look at Naal Road, there
are many shops, factories, workshops. This factory takes this stone to build houses, and
they use these stones to lay hollow block stones and build houses. Therefore, I am of the
opinion that permission should be given to both these quarries.

There is a cracker factory in Sivakasi. There are minor incidents happening there.
So are they just stopping them? No. What regulations does the Government impose on it?
They are operating accordingly and within the regulatiohs. Similarly, those who run these
quarries are like that, what are the rules given by the Government? They run them by
following those rules.

This same Duraisamy's quarry and Devaraj's quarry have been running here for
many years since Ayyan's time and since his father's time. What rules should be followed?
They have been running them in that manner. Gravel comes from many crushers here. Only
by taking gravel can we make concrete. Those black stones grow here. Where do those
black stones grow? They can be taken there.

As Palanisamy has already said, where there is a tree? They will cut it there. Where
is the black stone produced? They can be taken there. We take it and use it to build houses,
and these black stones are used for building temples, setting up factories, laying tar roads
and everything else. Many workers are directly and indirectly benefiting from this.

Our local people, outside the district, outside the state, almost thirty to forty percent

of the people are Hindi people. Because, there is work here. They provide work. What



work do they do? They pay the salary for it. They provide security. They have managed it
well. Therefore, our opinion is that permission should be given to their rocks..

We are running a public service centre called Muthamiz Mandram. And there are
charity centres in all the villages in these panchayats. For those charity centres, they and
their association members have helped everyone during the festivals. When the Republic
Day festival and Independence Day festival are held in the village, they have given
educational prizes to the children and encouraged the children.

They do a lot of services and this is Kodangipalayam Panchayat. There are seven
villages and seven forests. We have managed them by planting trees. If there is no water
for it during the agricultural season, theyAhave given their own trucks and brought water
and given it to our forest department councils. Because, the water in the deep well dries up
during the hot season. There is a Muthamizh forest near the German Bakery on Trichy
Road, Karanampettai. We have kept more than one thousand two hundred trees. There is
water there for six to seven months. At other times, there is no water. Water only when it
rains. The trees dry up. When we tell them, they are providing two to three loads of water a
week and they are doing their service. My kind request is that Devaraj and Duraisamy be

given permission to run a quarry. Thank you, greetings.

11. Thiru. Sivakumar, Karanampettai

My name is Sivakumar, Karamanpettai. If you have seen in this area, there are
quarries and crushers that have been operating for many years. The stones that can be
extracted from the quarry, all the necessary materials for both districts like Tiruppur and
Coimbatore districts are being supplied here. Therefore, I would like to inform you that

permission can be given to these quarries as per the law.

12. Thiru. P. Muthukumar, Kodangipalayam.

Good afternoon everyone. My name is Muthukumar. I am from Kodangipalayam
village. I request that the Government, which has come to the consultation meeting today,
grant permission to the two quarries, Duraisamy and Devaraj, which will be located in the
two S.F.NO 311 and 315, which are to be located in the S.F.No 311 and 315, as per the
Government rules.

I am posting my own opinion. The reason is that the business we do'here is a

business related to the five elements. Therefore, when doing a business related to the five



elements, no one can overcome the five elements and do this business too. If the air is
cleaned, there will be a change in the land. If the land is cleaned, there will be a change in
the air. Similarly, some activities must be going on. Apart from that, this business depends
on a three-way system. One is the quarry owners, the other is the public, and the other is
the Government administration. What should we demand from the public? If you request it
from the Government administration, the Government officials will get it from the quarry
owners and level it. This is natural. I have been traveling a lot in foreign countries. If you
have seen it, you will know it if you go to Dindigul., They have removed the Ottanchathram
hill in front of Dindigul and laid a road. When there is a need in that place, the Government
takes a decision and lays a road there.

There would have been biodiversity in that place. They would have gone out. This
is something that we have to accept as natural. Not only that, if you have seen it now, only
in the last five years, the opinion poll has been held directly in the District Collector's
office and private halls like this. Before that, no opinion poll like today was held.

If you ask what this has to do with it, all the quarries break the quarry and leave it as
it is. Otherwise, someone goes in and falls while they are breaking it. It was we, the public
and the farmers, who first requested to put up benches. The Government has not installed
them and the quarries have not done them. [ accept them myself.

Sim-i]arly, many quarries in Kodangipalayam must be mandatorily installed with
wire fences as per the public's request. Otherwise, someone will go in and fall in,
Otherwise, the Government has taken note of our request that cows and calves will go in
and fall in, and has ordered the Government to install wire fences in accordance with
Government regulations. I have installed wire fences for many quarries.

Please do not think that I am speaking in favor of them because I installed wire
fences. Whether it is the quarry owner or the general pubiic. If you look later, they installed
green fences in succession to the wire fences. I was there too. You must have seen a photo
eariier. You must have seen that wire fences and green fences were installed in them. Our
request to install them has been fulfilled. [ was the one who stood by and did it while it was
being implemented. I am stating this as evidence.

Therefore, [ request the district authorities to take the rules and regulations into their
own hands, take the rules and regulations a little deeper, improve this industry, establish a
smooth relétionship without such cracks, and run the business. Not only that, all the quarry

owners are my uncles, brothers, partners, and uncles in this panchayat. There are no other



third parties. 1 can go and fight with them. I can ask them politely. I can also make
requests. ”

As my sister said earlier, there waé an Annamar temple and a social welfare centre
near plot number 315. Last month, we held a festival. We made a phone call and told
Devaraj brother. We have declared a festival. We told the public not to drive here for four
days. We asked them to cooperate. Provide water. Do not let dust fly. We told them that the
town should be clean until the festival is over. They did all that.

What do we say after that? They do all that and give them. They have accepted our
demands and are giving them. Another pi‘oblem is that the three hundred meter problem
has not been solved. |

As one mother said in the morning, he has been quarrying stone for ten years. He
has been quarrying for ten years, subject to the three hundred meter condition. In the
eleventh year, we go there and bui»lid a house. Then what he will do is, he will talk to us and
if he cannot, he will bring the three hundred meter law.

~ What will the house builders say, you are quarrying stone, why shouldn't I build a
house in my place? Such a talk starts as a talk, turns into a promise, and then we go into
legal provisions, bring it to a standstill and stop it. If you see on that basis, everyone should
follow the legal provisions, abide by the legal provisions, and you can freely grant
permission to these quarries. Also, pay more attention on behalf of the Government and
appoint a person for each department. Be it the environment, land, water,-or the three
hundred meter problem, separate administrators can be appointed for everything and

consider them and freely grant permission, and I bid farewell. Thank you.

13. Thiru. R. Satheeskumar. Avinashi,

I would like to express my gratitude to the Reveriue District Officer who is
conducting today's public  meeting, the District Environmental Engineer who is taking
charge of implementing it, and to all the quarry owners, farmers, environmental
organizations, farmers and the public who are present here. o

Now, a consultation meeting is being held for two quarries in this village. S.F.NO
315 and 311 are for Duraisamy and Devaraj. As far as Kodangipalayam is concerned,
Kodangipalayam is already the village with the most active quarries in Tiruppur district.
We have been publishing them in reports many times. Instead of Kodangipalayam, let's say

Kalkuvaripalayam. Because is it suitable for farmers to live? Is it suitable for the public to



live? Is the environment, air, and water quality good? If you look at it, all these are against
the people, against the farmers, the quality of this environment has deteriorated and
become a small wall.

But when they give a project report, in the project report, they give a report that the
air quality is very good. The quality of the water here is very good. Where did they go and
inspect that report? How did they calculate its parameters? They are all behind the mining
project. But that project is a project that they themselves prepared sitting in their office.
They prepared all the reports about the water level report and the air quality report that
could be in that mining project, they would have prepared the same report for all the
quarries sitﬁing in their office. How can it be the same for all the quarries?

They will change the direction of the wind. They will change the colour of the photo
in it. In reality, the basic report they are giving is wrong for the situation here. Based on
this report, the assessment of the environmental impact of the environmental impact is
wrong. In other words, the basic data that was put forward for this consultation meeting is
wrong. This is all a technical matter. Everyone here is getting water pollution. We cannot
live in our homes. We are all talking about smoke coming out.

What is wrong here on a technical level? All the reports they give are wrong. They
sit in the office and prepare the reports themselves. They do not compile the actual data and
details but-compile false and fake data. If the village administrative officer, the revenue
inspector, the Tahsildhar, the village administrative officer who is here, the basic data that
the village administrative officer can provide that there is no house within three hundred
meters, then everyone gives it using that. Similarly, the people of the panchayat.

Are they going to see if there is no house now? So we are ready to publish the
evidence here too. If we say that permanent settlements are allowed, based on the details
mentioned in the Tamil Nadu Minor Mineral Concession Rules, based on the law, if we say
that permission can be given to quarries,‘ then it cannot be given if there are permanent
structures. But, in order to falsify that, they make mistakes in the documents and say that
we have obtained a no-objection certificate from them, and they are trying to get
permission and are getting permission,

Today, various such quarries are operating here. What have we already said? We
said that the basic data set that they have submitted here, which can be called the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), is wrong. After that, basic housing, things like

this that can hide the real data within a radius of three hundred meters, and instead, officials



who can give false information and create documents that can be used for criminal
activities, and companies like Geo Exploration that can create and provide it, are operating.

We have already said many times about them that we should take them all and put
them on the blacklist. Because, all their activities are to prepare the environmental impact
report in a way that is against the people, against the nature here, and to confuse the _
Government, but in reality, they are preparing this environmental impact report in a way
that is to avoid the environmental impact that may be here. What is EIA? Environmental
Impact Assessment. That is, a value that can mitigate the environmental impact. Then only
if you have real data on the impact, can you Say how to mitigate the impact. We can come
to a decision. But instead, they are acting completely against it. This is one side. On the
other hand, after obtaining the permit, when the quarry is operating, are they operating as
stated in the permit? Ten lorries per day should drive two units, six cubic meters. Three
cubic meters is one unit. If you put two units, it is six cubic meters. They are getting the
permit. Are they really driving like that? So, when you look at it, it doesn't work like that,
if ten lorries get permission, then a hundred lorries drive. Fifty lorries drive.

They are cutting and driving from the land where permission has been obtained and
also from the land where permission has not been obtained. We have already continuously
filed varioué complaints and they are piling up. But be it the district administration or the
mineral department here, they keep avoiding them without taking any action. That is, we
have shared everything that came from the court here, from the Green Tribunal in a
newspaper with the group. What we have said is that all the quarries should not be given
permission to quarries that are operating illegally and have not paid fines and have engaged
in irregularities. An order has been issued to see if any action has been taken on this. If we

ask whether the departmental officials have foilpwed all of them, they are not following
- them at all. _

If the quarry continues to be over-exhausted, will people be able to live? If you say,
people cannot live. Rather than saying that the smoke coming from the quarry is the smoke
coming from the quarry, it is the smoke mixed with chemicals coming from it. When this
smoke mixed with chemicals settles on the agricultural crops of the farmers, the production
of the agricultural crops is severely affected. If productidn is severely affected, the farmers
will be ruined and the farms will be destroyed, and this whole quarrying industry is an

incentive for them to commit suicide.



Next, when all these chemical particles fall into the water, whether it is humans or
livestock that can drink it, there is a high chance that all of them will die or suffer long-
term health problems. Is the Government investigating all this? Are the project inspectors
who are here investigating? If you ask, they never investigate. We have been complaining
repeatedly. ‘

Next, about the blasting, they will say that we will do this serial blasting, we will
make holes in so many millimetres, in so many serials, in so many seconds, the blast will
explode at intervals of two or three seconds. They will say that it will explode serially. But,
the blasts they buy and use are all powerful explosives, and they have bought and used
explosives illegally. Even after complaining about this several times, no action has been
taken. The police, quarry owners, and the mineral department are working together to cover
up the complaints that could be made. |

Then, where can the people who are affected .by the illegal, powerful blasting
incident, through that activity, go and say what? What can they say? We humans feel it.
We say that the cows feel it. Who will tell the nature here? That is what this environmental
impact report is for. On the basis of that, we give the environmental clearance certificate.
But when the environmental report is wrongly reported and the impact of the explosion is
felt, we don't even notice the humans. We don't even notice the livestock that may be there.
We don't even notice the plates that can be called rocks that are above and below the earth
that occur naturally. We are going through a situation where everything can be destroyed
and become a place unfit for life. |

If you have seen it since, we have already said this many times here. They are
quarrying more than the permit they have obtained. They have excavated too much quarry.
They have sold it. We say that the Govémmem has suffered a loss of several thousand
crores due to this. |

If you have already seen what Judge Bharatha Chakravarthy said in the S.V.A. Ezhil
Blue Metal's quarry case, he said that illegal activities by quarry owners are equivalent to
cutting open the mother's chest and drinking her blood. If a judge makes such a statement,
we should see what situation quarry owners, especially those who operate illegally, have
put our country and our nature in. '

We worship God. We worship various gods. We worship our ancestors. But all this
is just talki_ng about the five demons. The previous time the chairman spoke, he would have

talked about the Panchabhootham. He would have talked about the Pancha bhootha being



important. If we say that the Pancha bootha being important, then the Pancha bootha must
live. If we want air, water and soil to exist, first we must protect and maintain this nature
like God. We must pray every day and protect that nature. But how can we commercialize
nature? How can we destroy nature? How can our family be good in it? This is the
continuous story here, this quarry permit, this quarry permit is being obtained for one
percent and ninety-nine percent is being implemented illegally.

When the district administration gives such quarry permits, if you have already seen
in this Perumal Goundanpalayam, Kodangipalayam area, countless quarries have been dug
without counting. Here, we all sit in front of our officials and talk well. How many times
have the Government officials here gone to the field to inspect this existing quarry and
submitted a report? Are you ready to publish? I'm asking openly here.

Be it the environmental officers here, the revenue officers, the mineral department
officers, or the police, they do not look at this quarry. This is why the uncounted mineral
looting continues. You have been trying to give permission to the mineral quarry. Plans for
it continue to be brought. But, is action being taken on the complaints that have already
been mined, that there may have been excessive mining? If so, no action is being taken.

Many quarries are operating near this quarry. First, if we say that a quarry within
five hundred meters is being proposed, have we examined the quarries that may be near
this? Has there been any damage caused by those quarries? Has there been any
environmental damage? Has there been ahy change in the quality of air and water? Do we
see? If we say no. '

They would have said. (EIA)‘ They would have said that there is no damage in the
EIA. EIA is what a private company called Geo Exploration of Mines can provide. Even if
that private company gets a recommendation from NAAQ and gives it to companies like
Geo, even if the teachers working there like various Anna Universities, Annamalai
Universities have recommended it, why don't the officials who are here go and inspect the
field in that report?

Why don't they inspect the quarries within a radius of five hundred meters in that
field and submit a report? Already, according to Government Order No. 19, every month,
the Village Administrative Officer inspects one hundred percent of the quarries, the Land
Revenue Inspector inspects seventy-five percent of the quarries, the Tahsildhar inspects
fifty percent of the quarries, and so on, up to the District Collector. Even in the presence of

such a Government order, it is very wrong to continue to grant permission for quarrying



without inspecting the quarries, without sending a report properly, and without confirming
the loss of revenue incurred by the Government due to illegal activities and mineral theft.
By continuing to grant such permission, not only will the Government incur losses, but it
will also create a situation where the farmers and the public who may be here will vacate
the town and leave, ,

What are the quarry owners who have already obtained permission here doing? If
so, the situation is that the farmers are being continuously threatened, intimidated and
evicted. wa many struggles have these organizations like the Tamil Nadu Farmers'
Protection Associations led and are leading?

If you have already seen Jagatheeswari Tar Plant, Jagatheeswari Quarry, you are
holding a hearing for their illegal activities and trying to give permission for them.
Similarly, this SG Blue Metals says that the Government is not qualified to take action
against it. I don't know why? There has already been an explosion in it and there has been a
loss of life in the quarry. Even after that, no action has been taken against it. Despite the
loss of life in the quarry, it is still operating. Serious explosion, serious damage. What
action has been taken? If you look at it, no action has been taken.

Already, in the case of the illegal use of more than eight hundred tons of explosives
in the SVA, Ezhil Blue Metal operation, even though we have given and complained
according to the mining plan of that quarry, the Government has not come forward to take
action so far. Why should we say that first? What are we saying through this opinion poll?
Organizations like SEIAA, in the name of correcting the environmental impact of
destroying farmers and the public, are taking bribes, committing corruption, and officials at
the highest levels are continuously engaged in activities that destroy farmers and the public.
Only if these are carried out as a large-scale struggle and reformation, will that problem be
solved, then we are ready to take action. Because this is the only earth we have. There is
only one of the five planets that can exist here. We cannot suddenly change anything from
the sky. We can go to Chandrayaan. We can go to any other planet. But this is the only
earth where there is a practical possibility of life. We cannot destroy these too.

~ These areas have already been called earthquake zones with a Richter scale of three,
Even after saying that these are earthquake zones, if we continue to give excessive
quarrying activities, this area will become an uninhabitable area. It will develop into a
major earthquake and cause disaster, just like the major earthquake in Gujarat, an

earthquake will also occur here and cause disaster.



Due to the quarrying activities they are doing, the water in the nearby wells has
dried up, and there has been a situation where there is no water for the people, farmers, and
livestock. They say it is an environmental impact assessment. The basic organisms and
biodiversity that can exist here are surveyed based on the water that can exist above. But
due to the quarrying activities they are doing, all the water levels that can exist above have
come down and gone, and the organisms that can exist above have perished. That is, they
say desertification. All the agricultural lands that can exist here are turning into desert land.

If we want to fix all this, in a situation where the Government has already come up
with various schemes and allocated billions of rupees to convert wastelands, such affected
lands, and decertified lands into agriculfural lands, it is very wrong to try to turn the
surrounding areas into deserts through the operation of this quarry. They should be strongly
condemned and corrected.

The farmers who are there and the public who are here, someone has already said.
There are various shops here that rely on this industry. Isn't there a shop industry that relies
on agriculture? Why can't we rely on the mills and cotton mills that are here to make a
living? Isn't there any other industry? We need quarries. But it is unacceptable that
quarrying is going on without any control, that quarrying is going on in an uncontrolled
manner, and that mineral lobting is going on in an uncontrolled manner and acting against
the people.

We need it for our village. We need it for our village, they say. They only give it at
a low price if our villagers ask. The activities of these quarries are to deceive people by
saying that they are going to Kerala and distributing it, and that it is for our village. Are all
the data they can use true? If so, do they release the data once every six months? If so,
there is none. Does the Government administration properly audit the quarry activities
here? Does it properly audit the use of explosives in the quarry? Does it directly go to the
quarry and inspect it? Does the Circle Monitoring Committee and the District Monitoring
Committee inspect all these? If there is any mineral theft among them, or if any facts are
hidden and the environment is affected, do they report it in a consolidated report? If so,
they are only doing nothing, giving permission and encouraging illegal activities.

SEIAA has clearly heard this, and an Environmental Impact Assessment Authority
like SEIAA should work to protect nature, to control environmental impact, and not to get
involved in a situation where corruption can destroy people and farmers, but to protect the

environment here. These quarries should be stopped from operating, and the licenses



already issued should be examined, how much more than the permits have been obtained,
and how they have been mined in unauthorized fields should be examined.

Many people ask what documents they have that they must have been quarrying in
unauthorized fields. We say that many people here forget the crown that should be on their
heads. Thét crown is Google Historical Map. If we go to Google Historical Map and
examine it, three or four times every year, that Google satellite comes and orbits the earth.
This satellite has captured and stored the image. The vehicles parked in it and the digging
of holes is completely documented.

We have been continuously providing documents like this regarding the quarries
and making changes. Similarly, the authorities here should see the Google Historical Map
as documents. Because, no quarrymen can hide behind a curtain. They cannot cover up a
quarry of ten acres or forty acres and use explosives to extract it. If a complaint is received,
just look at the Google Historical Map. You are making a false complaint. Instead of
saying that we are giving false information, I request that if such investigations are carried
out and illegal activities are carried out against quarries without permission, all of them
should be monitored and action should be taken.

Do not give permission to these quarries. Many permissions have already been
given. We have also given complaints about it. I am requesting you to investigate all of

them, impose fines on them and take action through this request for opinion.

14. Mrs. Margaret Regina, Somanur

The authorities themselves have given a report that there is a village hall, house and
temple within three hundred meters of the quarry that has now been asked for renovation.

Based on this, it is certain that their quarry should be cancelled.

15. Thiru. R.S. Mugilan, Coordinator, Tamil Nadu Farmers Protection Association,

Karur

[ would like to express my greetings on behalf of the Tamil Nadu Environmental
Protection Movement, to all those who have come here from Andhra Pradesh to say that
only if quarries are run in Kodangipalayam will this town be developed and developed, and
to all those who have participatéd in the meeting, to the Chairman. of the meeting, our
esteemed Tiruppur Revenue District Officer, the District Environmental Engineer who has

taken the lead and is conducting the meeting, to the officers from various departments who



have taken part here, to the environmental activists who have participated with social
concern, to the farmers who are providing food to the world by making the blood of this
land and people sweat, to the quarry owners, to those who have been brought here by the
quarry owners, to those who have come here from Andhra Pradesh to say that only if
quarries are run in Kodangipalayam will this town be developed and this town will
develop.

This Duraisamy and Devaraj stone quarry. We talked in the morning. Are all these
quarries within the Government's rules? Are the rules correct? Are these quarries operating
on the basis that the Government can say? We said that it would be good if someone from
the quarry side, the quarry owners, the quarry workers, or the quarry supporters, spoke.
This quarry operates only from seven in the morning to five in the afternoon. According to
the law, these quarries blast with reed and mud blasting methods to the extent that no
vibration sounds are heard outside between one and two in the afternoon. No vibration is
felt. Similarly, these quarries have set up green walls according to the law. These quarries
do not carry more than ten tons of weight on the roads on village roads. I expected them to
say all this. But not a single one said it. Explanations 'What do they mean, if you burst
firecrackers in Sivakasi, you won't die? They talk like this, is it not that, is it not that.

What | am asking is that if these quarries are operating legally, then give
permission. Happiness. Are they operating legally? Or not? You know, don't you? That is -
the point of asking. This quarry has operated legally so far. There is no objection to giving
permission to this quarry. If you speak like that, it will be right. Not a single person has
spoken like that. Not even the leader has spoken like that. What is the problem? This is
common to everyone. This earth is where we came to live, We have to give it to future
generatiohs. Then, is it operating legally? Or not? Should we say, is it operating legally? Or
not? There is nothing like that. They all did not say it. They say that if it is legal, then
permission‘can be given.

Are these quarries legal? We have taken the Government's documents and looked at
them. One is Duraisamy quarry. The other is Devaraj quarry. Duraisamy quarry is located
in S.F.No 315/2B. This is the picture showing the field of the quarry. If we say that we saw
that picture, the place where the quarry is located is shown in green on the village map. It is
on the western outskirts, S.F.No 315/2B Devaraj's quarry. If we take directly, the southern
side from the land where this quarry is loc’ated at S.F.No 314. If we see it in that, if we see

it in the Government documents, the village map is also correct, and if you see it in the



field map, there are three houses. Three houses are shown in S.F.No 314. How far is it,
there are three houses in two hundred and ninety meters. Similarly, S.F.No 324 has two
houses on the southern outskirts of that quarry, it has been shown in the field map. The two
houses in S.F.No 324 are 190 meters to the south. Similarly, S.F.No 325 has a distance of
two hundred and ninety five meters, and two houses are shown in it on the village map. It is
on the field map. Not only that, its northwest side is S.F.No 291, the Annamar Temple,

community center, and anganwadi are all located within two hundred meters.

Annamar Temple, Community Hall, Anganwadi are all within two hundred meters.
The chairman is here. He must have given a lot of permission. Not only that, but the
S.F.NO. 45, 46, 47, 48, 68, 70, 71, 72 are all include Natham Area. Where is all this
information? They are documents shown in the Government's village map and field maps.
They say that permission should be given to these quarries according to the law. According
to the law,there is no law. How can you legally give permission to quarries that violate so
many rules by throwing all the laws in the trash?

Already, if you look at what the authorities who gave this permission have said, the
village administration officer who may have given this permission says on page no. 283
that there is no house within three hundred meters of field number 315. The Grama
Niladhari has said on page no. 283-A that there are no Government-owned temples, ancient
monuments, high-voltage towers, outbuildings, Government schools, or buildings within a
radius of three hundred meters. The Grama Niladhari says this. But what does the Revenue
District Officer say? Next, the Block Development Officer, Palladam, examined the above
petition and found that there are no approved residential plots, layouts, or approved
structures within a radius of three hundred meters from the Prasthabha Pula. Page no. 263
is attached.

The Village Niladhari and Block Development Officer have given this. But if you
ask the superiors what their problem is when they come, they will get stuck if they go to
court tomorrow. What the Taluka Officer is giving for that, what the Taluka Officer says in
the Field Inspection Note on page 274 of the Taluka Officer's report is, point 4, The
Natham area begins two hundred and ninety-three meters to the north of the quarry lease
area, That is, the village Natham begins two hundred and ninety-three meters away. There
is a community hall two hundred and fifty meters away, an Annamar temple two hundred
and ten meters away, a house and a godown two hundred and fifty-seven points fifty meters

away and a house and a godown two hundred and ﬁﬂy;one points two meters away. The



Taluka Officer says this. There is a village Natham, there is a temple, there is a
Government building, a community hall, and there is an Anganwadi, page 274. They say
all this. We did not understand at that time. There should not be any permanent structures
within three hundred meters. What the Block Development Officer said, he said that there
is nothing. -

What has the Village Administrative Officer done? He has said that there are no
Government buildings. He ‘has said that there are no Government temples and buildings.
Then is the.village hall a Government property? Or not? Is the commﬁnity hall also a
Government property? Or not? Is the Anganvadi a Government property? Or not? Is the
Annamar Temple a Government property? Or not? I don't understand. That's all. Without
this, there are houses in S.F.No 314, 324, 325 that we have shown on the village map and
the field map. Then what should we do with such officials? We don't know. The Village
Administrative Officer and the Block Development Officer have said that there is no
officer. The Tahsildhar says that everything is there. But after saying that everything is
there, what he finally says is that he says that permission can be given to these quarries.

He says in the report that permission can be given to this quarry, and the Tahsildhar
says in the fifth line of the paragraph on page number 272. He recommends that the lease
license be renewed and issued. Page number. In 272, the Tahsildhar Jayakumar says. What
does he say in the last paragraph that he recommends renewing the lease license? He tells
him that there is so much. Then how will you amend thé law to suit the person? Can it be
changed to suit the person? We don't know. An ordinary farmer, that sister is putting up a
temporary set. He says how the quarrymen can go to the High Court and put up a
temporary set. ' |

There is no permanent structure. Their agricultural land is two acres. They have a
mammoth on two acres, there is a motor room. They have taken a line. They need to put up
a switch box. If they put up a temporary set to prevent rain, they go to the High Court for
them. Thefe is no place to live. But there are so many village houses, approved houses,
temples, community halls, all this. However, the Tahsildhar says that permission can be
given to the quarry. We don't understand anything. How they bend and twist the law. Then,
as far as this quarry is concerned, it is completely against the law.

Not only that, there is a cotton yarn mill on the western side of that quarry, three
hundred and twenty-one meters away. There is a cotton yarn mill in S‘.F.NO. 321. They

have taken a loan from the bank for it. It is an approved land. Then to which account



should they add them? They also say that there is a cotton mill. Then the officials came and
it seems to have fallen, and it seems to have risen. I have said it myself, but I will also give
permission: If they are doing such nonsense in all ways, where will this counfry be? I don't
know. When I see all this, my stomach and mouth are boiling. This is why they are
studying. Therefore, appropriate action should be taken on this.

Not only that, we took a Google map of that Duraisamy quarry S.F.NO. 315. We
saw that there are houses in the northwest, in S.F.NO. 21 7, 258. In the north, there are 264
villages, Natham, two hundred and ninety-two. It is located in 189, 263, 253 in the
northeast. There are houses and buildings in S.F.No 207 and S.F.No 290 meters in the
southwest. There is S.F.No 266 in the west. This is all in the picture. Then there are so
many buildings and houses around.

Not only that, within a radius of five hundred meters from there, there is Chinna
Kodangipalayam S.F.No 288, and similarly in the northern part, there is Periya
Kodangipalayam, all within a radius of three hundred meters. There is an overhead water
tank here. Not only that, there is a borewell. All these shou]d not be within five hundred
meters. All these are hidden and have been given permission here

Another thing, please ask them to put up a three hundred meter radius map. That
map has not been put up in these. The three hundred meter radius map has not been put up
for this quarry field. If they have put up in these, have they put up correctly? Have they put
up incorrectly? Now, the calculation we are doing is what is included in these. When I said
in the morning that a three hundred meter perimeter map should be kept as normal, [
showed it to 91/1. They did not keep it at all. A three hundred meter perimeter should be
kept from the outer edge of the quarry. If they had kept it that way, they could have shown
how many -village houses, houses, community halls, temples, and mills are ;:oming within
them. Such a situation does not exist. Therefore, this Duraisamy quarry does not exist on
legal grounds.

Similarly, in S.F.No. 311/3, 311/4B, the quarry of the respected Devaraj is two and
a quarter acre in size. If you look at that quarry, there is a house on the eastern side of
S.F.No 308. The quarry owner bought them. The quarry owner bought the house and
demolished it. It can be said that the house is not there now, it has been demolished. When
you show it, the house is there. Now the quarry owner bought it and demolished the house,

so now it will not be included in the account?



Clearly, for this, we have come and’ﬁled petitions under the Right to Information
Act and have obtained orders in Erode district and Namakkal district. What order do you
mean, the District Survey Office, Erode district, and the Survey Ofﬁce, Namakkal have
given both. U.T. R and Natham land surveyors have ordered that if a house registered in
the field map registers has fallen into disrepair or collapsed, regardless of the damage it has
suffered, it should be recorded as it was originally indicated on the map, and that in the
distance measurement map report related to the quarry, the approved house, house, stream,
road should be verified with the village map, field map and A-registration and provided.

Because, here is our revenue officer. He is responsible for all our land. There is our
divisional officer. As far as land classification is concerned, if a land is changed into
something else, it should remain as it is until it changes into sométhing else. There is a
house. If the house collapses, it becomes a house. Tomorrow he can build a house again.
The quarryman can also build it or sell it to someone else. Until then, it is an approved
land. Everyone should understand this.

Therefore, based on this, there is a house in S.F.No 308 around this S.'F.No 311
quarry. Similarly, if you look at the north-western part of 291, there are various buildings
and structures including Annamar Temple, Community Hall and Anganwadi. There are
houses in many fields including 45, 46, 47, 48, 68, 70, 71, 72, 17. In this way, we inform
you that the Devaraj quarry is also illegal and the Village Administrative Officer report and
the Block Development Officer report are all false reports.

Therefore, we are guided by the Minor Mineral Concession Rules, 1959. It is clear
from these that if there are water supply facilities or water supply stations of institutions
like the Tamil Nadu Water Supply and Drainage Board within a radius of five hundred
meters, thén the quarry is operating only after leaving a gap of five hundred meters. If you
asked what is the meaning of everything, then it ié a defensive position. There is
Senthilkumar brother. Even if he buys fifteen acres of land and builds a building on it, there
is a quarry, and you can say that you should not build a building. We do not talk to anyone |
anywhere. We already have a house. We do not ask why you are building quarries.

A friend of ours spoke earlier. How can you build a house? Building a house is
wrong. Building a house after a quarry is established is wrong. But the quarry came only
when all those quarry houses were there.‘ it was wrong to give permission for it then. We

should also talk about that.



Did the house come before? Did the quarry come before? That is the question. Now
all we are saying is that the field map or village map that can be shown now, UTR, was laid
forty years ago from 1979 to 1985. Forty to forty-five years. None of this quarry came forty
to fifty years ago. It came after that. Before that, there might have been at least small
quarries. At that time, all these were in violation of the rules.

That is what I am asking. Those who are stone quarrymen in Kodangipalayam,
please tell me. At least one quarry is there based on the criteria according to the law, based
on the rules of minor mineral concessions, based on the Government rules. Tell me that we
are operating the quarry according to the law stated by the Government. We will no longer
come to the consultation meeting. Is there something in common? They come and talk
without conscience.

That stone fell on that sister's head. This was last year in the S.G. A blast in a stone
quarry killed a person. The DGMS gave the SG quarry a report saying that they were
blasting without any conscience and without any vibration. Now the blast has fallen on
their heads. Then, when the officials come here, they will show us a scene one day. Then
we will do whatever we want.

If you take Pollution Control Board officials, you have two thousand factories. Four
officials have no time to check the documents. They will only check them if there are
complaints. The Assistant Director (Minerals) has three hundred quarries. How many can
you come and see? What we are saying is that people should be made aware and told about
these. When we tell them, the officials should take care of it. The result of not doing so in
the past is that such a big crisis is happening today.

A person named Rama Krishnan in Kodangipalayam has illegally brought
explosives worth eight hundred and ten. What kind of human being is he? A cylinder
exploded in Coimbatore. A total of several parties came to protest saying that this is it. If it
is eight hundred and ten, where did they buy eighty-one lorries of explosives? From whom
did they buy them? Where is the GST for that? Where is the tax for that? Where is the tax
for that? How big is this treason? This is how many people are acting. Everyone says that
they are buying reed explosives, but only after buying and detonating illegal explosives did
Sivakumar;s SG quarries explode and the stone falls.

Reed explosives cannot be exploded like that. Because the explosives have to be
placed in a zig-zag method. One pit and one-quarter meter distance should be given

between one pit and another. It is like a cracking method, if one bomb explodes, it should



take 28 seconds for the next bomb to explode. But how can this explode like a dum? Then
they say that they are doing it illegally, and that we are doing it legally, and when others
ask, why are they hanging on the bus? Why is there a firecracker shop in Sivakasi?

When asked why you are acting illegally, is itvyour job to bring this explosive
illegally? They say that they planted trees. Someone spoke. We saw that they have planted
any native trees? The dense forest, the sparse forest, all are foreign trees. What do you
mean, we will plant two hundred trees per acre. And what kind of trees will we plant native
trees like ale, aras, fig, neem, pungan? But when the wind blows, they plant trees that even
birds do not come and stand. To show off, to act. All this is of no use to anyone. They earn
crores by talking and buying. We also say that EMP is an Environmental Management
Plant, a pla.n‘for environmental protection.

If a friend says that we asked them to put up barbed wire. You did not ask them to
put them up. It is in the mining plan itself. What is the point, when setting up a barbed wire
quarry, a barbed wire fence should be set up around the quarry? They have said that three
hundred rupees per meter should be spent on benching. We plant trees with the many
crores that we earn. Two hundred trees per acre. We spend so many lakhs of rupees on it.
We put benching. Otherwise, they have killed many pedple. They died in Velampalayam.
They have killed in many places in this way that is the truth.

Our respected Chief Secretary Sivadas Meena has issued an order for this in the
seventh month of 2023. He gives an order on July 26 that all the quarries that are operating
and have completed their operations should be benched within a month on 26.07.2003. It
should be counted in August. It should be benched by September 30. No money? Is it an
old dependent quarry? No worries. He asked us to take it from the DMF District Mineral
Resources Trust Fund and spend it. That order was issued in 2023. It has not been
implemented for two years.

Therefore, please act according to the law. Do not give concessions to anyone, do
not beg, respect the law. Act according to the law. If you are following the law, we
congratulate you. ‘What is the problem? If it is according to the law, will it stop if I tell
Mugilan here? Will it stop if I tell the officials here? It will not stop. Then it may be
Vijayalakshmi quarry, Rajendran quarry, Kodangipalayam Ramakrishnan quarry,
Sivakumar's S.G. quarry. All the quarries that can commit such atrocities, even
Jagatheeswari quarry, are under pressure, trip sheets are stopped, walking fickets are

stopped, licenses are canceled, etc. Therefore, based on what they said, no green wall was



built. No barbed wire was built. Even explosives were not placed according to the law.
They say that only ten tons should be carried on the roads. I did not say this, the Supreme
Court judgment says that if you exceed ten tons, you will have to pay twenty thousand
rupees per ton. If you carry twenty-four tons in a six-wheeler truck, you will have to pay 14
tons more. Twenty thousand rupees for the first ton. Two thousand rupees for the next tons
after that. Not only do they have to impose a fine, but they have to dump the goods there.
After that, another truck has to come and pick them up. If you pay the fine and leave, you
will again damage public property. There is an order saying that not only a fine will be
imposed, but also damage public property. If you take something here, all the officials will
be caught,

What we are asking is that the officials who are paid with the people's tax money
should act according to the law. Implement the law. The big duty here is to protect the land
and the people in the future. Only when a High Court judge sits and says that the owners of
the stone qﬁarry are cutting the chest of Mother Earth and drinking its blood, do you know
that cruelty? Don't you know it if you see it with your own eyes? Only when Justice Bharat
Chakravarthy from the High Court says so, all of them will be broadcast on TV. Isn't it
happening? Does even one quarry follow the benching method? The quarry should operate
on the benching method. Not a single quarry has the benching method.

Therefore, all these should be taken into consideration and implemented. These
qu'arrées are already operating illegally, such as houses, village halls, temples, community
centers, anganwadis, overhead water tanks, excessive vehicles on the road, and not building
green walls,

They have now asked for permission in the same way. Therefore, both of these
quarries are not eligible for permission. Both Duraisamy Quarry and Devaraj Quarry are
eligible. Quarries that are not eligible for permission on legal grounds. Therefore, it is
everyone's duty to protect us from another Mallangottai, another AadmithippanKulam,
another Vijayalakshmi Quarry, another S.G. massacre.

All those who gave false certificates, please give us a notice under Section 17, sir.
We are also submitting a petition. Because at least we need to prevent it. Now, not a single
person in Namakkal district is paying, because they are filing cases and going to court.

I met the District Collector a fortnight ago. Mugilan is full of violations. They
themselves say that not even a single quarry has beekn able to get a new permit there. No

village administrative officer signs it. But, there is a situation where they can dowhatever



they want here. We think that we should not put unnecessary pressure on the officials. But
we have been saying this continuously. Like rain falling on a buffalo, the village
administrative officers and the district development officers do not care about anything.
They are saying that if something comes to us, we will do whatever we want. They say that
they will have to face the price for it, and Duraisamy and Devaraj should not be given
permission for the lllegal quarry. Thank you for the opportunity, greetings.

v

District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Tiruppur
South

Any other public can express their views. The public hearing is going on from
morning to evening from sunrise to sunset. If the public wants to express thelr views in
writing, they can express them directly. At present, all the views expressed by the public
regarding this quarry will be sent to the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority,
Chennai in writing in Tamil, English and CD format with the approval of the District

Collector.

Therefore, this public hearing is coming to an end with. full heart, Thank you.r

o Pl W
District Envxron\ﬁqental Engineer Revenue t Officer
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board ' Tiruppur

Tiruppur South
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