Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting held on 27.03.2025 at 11.00 A.M. at
M/s. Dhanalakshmi Thirumana Mandapam, Arunachala Nagar, Keelapalur Village,
Ariyalur Taluk, Ariyalur District.

Name of the Project:The proposed Lime Kankar Quarry of M/s.Chettinad Cements
Corporation Private Limited in the Extent of 2.30.0 Ha (S.F.No. 33/1 A (1.10.0 Ha)
and 33/1 B (1.20.0 Ha) in Karuppur (Senapathy) Village, Ariyalur Taluk, Ariyalur
District.

List of officials participated in the meeting:

1. Thiru. P. Rathinasamy, | A.S.,
District Collector,
Ariyalur District.

2. Thiru.K.Murali, M.E.,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Ariyalur District.
3. Thiru.Govindarajan
Revenue Divisional Officer,
Ariyalur Revenue Division,
Ariyalur District.
4. Thiru.K.Ramajayam, Assistant Director,
Geology and Mining Department,
AriyaIUr District.

List of participants related to the project

1. Thiru. R.P. Muthiah, (Unit Head),

M/s.Chettinad Cements Corporation Private Limited,
Keelapalur,
Ariyalur District.

2 Thiru. M. Anandaraja, Senior General Manager, (Mining),
M/s.Chettinad Cements Corporation Private Limited, |
Keelapalur;

Ariyalur District.

- 3. Thiru. K. Karthikeyan, General Manager, (Mining),
M/s.Chettinad Cements Corporation Private Limited,
Keelapalur,

Ariyalur District.



4. Thiru. P. L Muthukaruppan, General Manager (Accounts),
M/s.Chettinad Cements Corporation Private Limited,
Keelapalur,

Ariyalur District.

5. Thiru. M. A Rajavel, General Manager (Administration),
M/s.Chettinad Cements Corporation Private Limited,
Keelapalur,

Ariyalur District.

6. Thiru. T. Swaminathan,

Environmental Consultant, Creative Engineers & Consultants,
Chennai

List of Participants including Government Officers, Project Proponent and the
general public is enclosed

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board welcomed
the Ariyalur District Collector, Revenue Divisional Officer, Members of the public, farmer’s
association representatives, environmental activists, officials from the revenue
department and police department, press, and the Project Proponent, M/s. Chettinad
Cement Corporation Private Limited to the public hearing meeting on behalf of the District

Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.

He informed that to obtain Environmental Clearance from the Ministry of
Environment, Forests & Climate Change, as per EIA Notification dated 14.09.2006, as
amended, public opinion has to be obtained for certain types of projects/activities listed in
the said notification before the issue of Environment Clearance. He also informed that the
views of the public will be recorded and it will be forwarded to the State Environment

Impact Assessment Authority as a routine procedure..

He stated that M/s. Chettinad Cement Corporation Private Limited for the proposed
Karuppur Senapathy Limekankar quarry over an extent of 2.30.0 Ha (S.F.No. 33/1 A
(1.10.0 Ha) and 33/1 B (1.20.0 Ha) in Karuppur (Senapathy) Village, Ariyalur Taluk,
Avriyalur District and this public hearing is being held to get the public's views on the

project before issuing the environmental clearance.

He also informed that the Public notice regarding the Public Hearing was published on
21.02.2025 in "Dina Malar" and “The New Indian express News Papers, 30 days before

the date of the meeting.

District Environmental Engineer informed that after the project proponent's
presentation about the project & EMP measures, Public and Environmental Activists can
express their opinion about the project either orally or by written submission. He also
informed that the opinion of the Public would be recorded through video and audio and

the recorded meeting proceedings will be forwarded to the State Environment Impact



1)

Assessmént Authority as per routine procedure. He then requested the District Collector

to preside over the Meeting.

Environmental Consultant for the project Thiru.T.Swaminathan welcomed all and
presented the proposed project details, impacts and EMP measures through Power Point
presentation. He also informed that the Environmental Impact Assessment Reports of the
project are also available on the Website of the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.

The District Environmental Engineer requested the public participating in the public

hearing to express their opinion about the project after informing their name and village of
the individual.

The views of the public are as foliows

Thiru. N. Chengamuthu, President, Farmers' Association, Ariyalur, Age 69,
Manaleri. Kairlabad.

He welcomed the Hon'ble District Collector and District Environmental Engineer,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board for presiding the public hearing of lime kankar quarry
proposed at Karuppur (Senapathy) village of M/s Chettinad cements corporation private
limited and he welcomed General Manager / in-charge of the Chettinad Cement
coporation private limted, Police department officials, all the leaders who have been to

represent the opinions of farmers, general public of the area an‘d press persons.

He said that the quarry is small and said that he will conclude his opinion briefly. He
said that the district collector has gem in his name as our former Chief Secretary rightly
pointed out during book festival.

He informed that, Neither the district collector nor the district environmental engineer
will implement the demands but will give orders to and the officers who implement is the
Regional Transport Officer and demanded for his presence for the any of the
forthcoming public consultation meetings to be held for the cement plants and also
requested for the presence of Superintendent of Police as he controls and Heads the
police department .He said that The Regional Transport Officer is responsible for
everything and he will be the implementing person. He also said that the meeting was
once held at the district collector's office and that they should be conducted in the village
itself so that the people of the area can know about the consultation meeting and the
opportunity to express their opinion and that's the reason for conducting the public
hearing now in the village of Keelapalur.

He also informed that, when Thiru.Ponnusamy was the District Collector, there was
minerals limited in Astinapuram in Ariyalur and because of his demand only, then District

collector has decided to fill water from mines pit water to adjoining lake.

He demanded for installation of Speed control devices to maintain the vehicles speed
of 30 km/h and he requested The District Collector to make necessary arrangement to
publish this in the government gazette.



He said, the public consultation is being' conducted for proposed the quarrying the lime
kankar which is not much deep and only to a depth of 10 to 15 feet and only in area of
two acres of land and hence requested the public to accept the proposal. Further he said
this is a small quarry will operate by a big industry and requested to accept the proposed
quarry. And the industry was established only by trusting the public. He also informed
that the industry as assured to carry out the proposed quarrying activity without the
use of explosives, and also without carrying drilling operations so as to avoid the
disturbance to the public if any while extracting the lime kankar without any noise and
the public hearing is conducted only to implement the quarrying as reported and the
purpose of the public consultation meeting is meant for and not for his own opinion to
say yes or no on the proposal. He said that the recorded contents of the public hearing
in a CD will be sent to central government for decision and they will be making a final
decision on this public hearing. Further he requested the Cement industry to carryout the
works which they have committed and also informed that they are not harsh and not
annoying the Industry and not mandatory ordering to do the committed works to

villagers and to carry out the works as per the company norms.

He informed that the proposed quarrying activity will provide employment to 14
persons directly and 50 persons indirectly and the employment shall be given to local
villagers of the area. He also insisted that these 14 direct and 50 indirect employment
should be provided to the farmers who have sold their land to the industry and the legal
heirs of the employees who have died in the industry. He told that this will happen only if -

they ask for it, otherwise it will not happen.

He said that the Pollution Control Board as instructed that all trucks should play at a
speed of 30 kmph. But some vehicles ply at a higher speed and some vehicles travel ply
as instructed and hence requested to the District Collector to make necessary
arrangement to publish in the government gazette. He also said that if it is published in
the government gazette the police department and Regional transport officer can take
appropriate action. Similarly, trucks should not play with overload. He also insisted to
M/s.Chettinad Cement Corporation Private limited Company that not to park the trucks on
the roads side since the cement industry is located in keelapalur. He said he was not
saying for himself and also inform that the industry shall follow the rules as they have
committed to follow it. Finally, he said that many good things have happened because of
the industry and requested the industry to construct a roundabout at the new bus stand in
Keelapalur. He also informed that the reason for asking for the construction of round
about and highlighted that industries M/s.Dalmia Cement provided round about on
kallankurichi road and M/s.Rémco cements provided roundabouts on Senthurai Road
only after the arrival of the then Deputy Collector of Ariyalur and so M/s.Chettinad
Cements Corporation Private limited shall provide and hence to avoid the frequent

accidents.



Finally, he requested that the CSR fund to be spent on the surrounding village or else
CSR fund can be spent in the District Collectorate instead of spending it to other places
and also requested spending 100% has CSR fund to the same district and same area.
He said that the CSR fund to be spent where the proposed quarry is located. He also
said that public are neutral and industry can quarry the lime kankar as there is no
objection expressed by them. |

2) Thiru. P. Ravi, Keelapalur. DMK City Secretary.

3)

He welcomed the District Magistrate who is mindful in taking care of people welfare ,
public and District administration, Ladies and gentlemen present in the public
hearing.Ten days ago, the management of the industry told me about the area where the
quarry is proposed and also informed that the depth of the proposed quarry is only 7
feet.He also said that the quarry is having the entrance at his place and also said that he
is obliged to that is near by area of Kathir Annan's place. He also informed more
importance should be given to the people of that area whatever be the environmental
activity as predecessor said. »

Similarly, he said that he cannot accept the spending of CSR funds to the whole
district and informed to considér the funding to the people of affected area . He informed
that the less amount of mineral is to qurried and less amount of mineral to be used. He
informed that Only peénple above the age of 60 years knows about the mines and as they
know what Ariyalur district as it was before the 1980s and hence the present generation
doesn't know. Because now there are mines in all thé areas. Only the senior citizens
know what the environment of this town was like before the 1980s. Ariyalur district's
lands were once, compared to the land of goid. He said that now all that has changed
and change cannot be said as wrong. The urban area has developed here and villagers
have to accept that. At the same time he told that, he agreed with the opinion of the
person who spoke earlier about the utilization of CSR fund to the place near to the
proposed quarrying activity. He said that the matter of concern is whether the
contribution of CSR is spent to place near to the proposed quarrying activity. It can be

done for the district, but a higher proportion should go to the people of that specific area.

He said that The District Collector should monitor and ensure that the Employment
should be given to the villagers and he said that instead the work cannot be stopped. He
said that only the people who are going to be born and die in this town have full rights to
support it or oppose it? And the rights should be protected only by law. He said that his
opinion is to utilize the CSR fund only for people of the proposed quarrying area and
humbly requested to make it beneficial and reach everyone of the area.

Thiru. K. Manivel, Chairman, Ariya‘lur District Environmental Organization
Committee, Karaivetti.

He said that M/s.Chettinad Cement Corporation Private limited is directly benefiting

more than 150 families and indirectly benefiting a thousand families which cannot be



denied or hiddeh. He said, the industry should be prosperous only then the family of the
people will be prosperous and hence the industry to be considered as capital to make us
prosperous. He has informed that the Industry is providing livelihood to two thousand
to three thousand families and so it is very important and they need raw material now. He
said that it is for the requirement of raw material that the public consultation meeting is
being held now and he informed that to quarry out the raw material there is no
objection from the group which he is representing. Also he listed the benefits of industry
are increase in Employment opportunities, Development in the Economy of Public and
upgradation of village panchayat to town panchayat.

And informed that the reason for all this is because the industry is located nearby, an

ordinary farmer produces vegetables and so he welcomes the proposal.

4) Thiru. Ira. Tamilmani, INTUC, State Vice President, Ariyalur.

He said that Ariyalur district is known as a cement city nowadays, and this is only
because of the cement industries located inv this area, further he said that
Thiru. Mehta laid the foundation stone of the Ariyalur Government Cement Plant in the
year 1964and the production was started in the year 1975 and providing permanent
employment for about 2000 people and contract employment to another 5000 people,
including officers cadre. He said that Ariyalur district has got developed well. Due to the
modernization of cement industries presently industries are employing very few people
instead of employing two hundred people and in this juncture he requested to provide
employment to the local public and shall be given the chance of the employment to be
generated by the proposed quarry of M/s.Chettinad Cement Corporation private limited

and he has expressed his support the proposed quarrying activity..
5) Thiru. S. Balasubramanian (Poiyur, AIADMK Secretary)

He welcomed the District Collector , Public, and Management and He informed that
he had been the Panchayat President twice in the Panchayat where the quarry is
proposed and also he have been a Union Committee Member twice. At present, he is the
Secretary of Ariyalur AIADMK. He said that 2.30.0 hectares proposed quarry is being
proposed in Karuppur (Senapathy) village Survey No. 33/1A (1.10.0) and 33/1B (1.20.0).
He said that he came to know that a public hearing is being held and M/s. Chettinad
cement corporation private limited have sought to quarry lime kankar only to a depth of
about 7 feet. He told that public have no objection to start this quarry in the area. He
informed that he is the native person of that village and he requested District collector to
keenly consider his demands. However, he made few demands. He told that the Industry
representatives contacted him and said that there is a public hearing on the day. He told
the industry to convene the meeting but to do more facilities for their panchayat in the
public interest and allot more CSR funds to construct roads. He said earlier a scheme of
worth of 5 crores was allotted to Melakaruppur panchayat was later rejected. If the

allotted scheme would have been implemented people might have got satisfied. He



requested to allot the scheme which was rejected . Further, he requested for conducting

eye camps, medical camps, and temple renovations in surrounding villages was not
considered by Chettinad Cement corporation private limited. He expressed this is his own
opinion and opinion of public of the area. He requested to provide all the necessary basic
facilities to the surrounding villages. He told that, the management assured that they
will provide the above facilities from the CSR funds and he expressed that he and his

area public has no objection to quarry which is going to be proposed.

6) Thiru. Akbar Sheriff, (Keelapalur, District Secretary of Minority Division, AIADMK)

He said that there is no objection to the proposed quarry to be started by the industry,
but whatever works committed in the CSR funds should be done and also, he said that
there are no good job opportunities for the people. Therefore, the educated youth of
Keelapalur should be given permanent employment and he said that he was happy with

the setting up of the cement industry and had no objection to this proposed quarry.

7) Thiru. T. Senthilkumar, (Keelapalur. Former Panchayat Union Committee Member)

8)

He said that he had no objection to the proposed quarry, but wanted company to
adopt his village or nearby villages and improve the livelihood of the people.

Thiru. Thanga. Shanmuga Sundaram (All India People's Agriculture State
President, Keezhakavattangurichi.) '

He expressed there are 2477 water bodies in Ariyalur District and the District
Collector has instructed all the cement industry to carry out the desilting of water canal
and strengthening of the banks of these water bodies. He siad that there are
approximately 69 large water bodies in this Thirumanur area and there are a large
number of Prosopis juliflora (seema karuvel) bushes and Kattamanakku totally occupied
in the lakes of Kandiratheertham, Karaivetti, Keelapalur and Karungulam. All these trees
and bushes should be removed and to ensure that water can be stored and he requested

the industry management to carry out these works without handing them over to anyone.

Further he stated that similarly, monkeys come to houses and damage the agricultural
lands at present and informed the reason for that is deforestation. He told that the
management did not say what kind of trees they are going to plant and management said
that they will plant trees to improve the environment around the proposed quarry. He told
that if they plant tamarind trees, at least 50 to 100 monkeys will accommodate there and
there is no forest nearby with banyan tree and peepal tree. He told that, it can only be
better if we plant such trees that can provide shelter for those birds and animals.
Otherwise, the monkeys would have taken away the food from the houses and will
destroy the agricultural lands and cannot bear the troubles of wild boars. Further he
requested the villagers to sow millets and grow trees to protect the environment which
has been mentioned in our agricultural budget too and there will not be much expenditure

to sow millets in the lands and will provide necessary food to the wild animals.



9) Thiru. Marudamuthu, Keelapalur.

He said that his wife Dhanalakshmi was working as the president of Keelapalur
Panchayat for five years and during that period, many good projects were made for them
on behalf of Keelapalur M/s Chettinad Cement corporation private limited and also
informed that, they have repeatedly demanded employment for at least 2 people to the
educated youth every year, but only one person was provided with employment out of
two people. Further he said that the youth have trusted the industry for their
employment . He requested on behalf of the people of Keelapalur to the industry
management recruit 5 people a year and he requested the District Collector to permit
quarry of the Keelapalur plan and, also he said Athat they have no objection to the

proposed quarry in Karuppur near Keelapalur.

10) Thiru. Shekhar, Keelapalur

He said that he is representing the people of keelapalur and informed that they had
no objection to the proposed quarry to operate within the government's restrictions.
M/s.Chettinad Cement corporation private limited had said that they would carry out
welfare projects for the villagers but had done meager for Keelapazhur. He also said that
there were no sluice gates for the water to flow into the two lakes, Karungulam and
Chengulam, and that despite repeated requests, no action had been taken. Further he
told that after a long time, a car festival procession was held at the Keelapazhur temple
and that the right side of Alandurayar temple is not provided with lighting facilities and
during car festival procession, there is a possibility of damage to the electric wires
which were obstructing the procession path. Therefore, M/s.Chettinad Cement
corporation private limited should make arrangements for the establishment of an
electric pole there. He said that he had no objection to the to the proposed quarry as the

project indirectly creates employment for them.

11) Thiru. llango, (Poiyur village, Karuppur panchayat)

He stated that the limekankar quarry proposed in their area is under the Mines and
Minerals Act of the Government of Tamil Nadu and that they have no objection on behalf
of their panchayat. He said that the higher secondary school in their village belonging to
their panchayat has about 70 students and during the rainy season the students have
difficulty reaching the school, so he requested to provide a cement road behalf of the
M/s.Chettinad Cement corporation private limited. He also requested that the primary
health centre which is providing medical treatment for about 90 patients, and that the
drinking water available in our village is of poor quality and that about 20 people die of
kidney failure every year, so he requested to provide drinking water facilities to their
village. He also requested that basic facilities to be provided not only to Poiyur but also to

the four villages belonging to their panchayat and basic facilities required for the schools.



H/e informed to the District Collector that there were no days without accidents on the
roads of their village, which are connected to the National Highway, for the past few
years, and informed that even last week an innocent life was lost due to a vehicle
carrying minerals, and that such accidents are continuing. He said that speed control
devices should be provided to prevent this tragedy and protect them, and finally he said
that he had no objection to the proposed quarry.

12) Thiru. Ira. Shankar (LAACO, State President Ariyalur)

He expressed his happiness and gratitude to everyone who were presented. He said
that on that day a consuitation meeting was being held in Karuppur (Senapaty) village for
quarrying a lime kankar quarry and he thanked the District collector and all the
presentees of the public hearing. He informed that the public hearing is being conducted
today and expressed his gratitude to management for designing and presenting the
project report very well. He told that everyohe was asking for empioyment and to provide
the needs of their villages. He said that the central and state governments have made
various laws to address the impact of starting a business and accordingly, CSR funds
have been allocated. He said that this CSR fund should not be spent in other part of the
district. He mentioned that basic facilities should be provided to the people of the affected
area and that CSR funds should not be spent at the district headquarters or any other
part. Further, he said that direct and indirect employment should be provided to the
people of this area and added that the people of this area, after studies working as
bonded labourers at restaurants in neighbouring states and districts. He requested that
the District Collector to inspect the SIPCOT area and coordinate with other cement
factories to improve the livelihood of the people of this affected area. He requested the
District Collector should facilitate this as soon as possible and said that the price of
SIPCOT land value is higher than the market price and also he requested that the
proposal to improve the livelihood of the people of this area. '

13) Thiru. T. Prakash (Secretary of Keelapalur, District Vanniyar Sangam, In-charge of
Pasumai Thayagam)

He said that he had no objection to the quarry proposed and requested the industry
management to clear all water supply channels to the lakes and ponds, and to provide

medical facilities to the public on behalf of the Pasumai thayagam.

14) Thiru. Thanga Dharma Raj, (Chairman ,Cauvery Delta Irrigation Project, Thoothur).

He said, that he thought that proposed lime Kankar quarry will be excavated fifty or
sixty feet, but the proposed depth of excavation is only 7 feet and nowadays as per
government order thasildars allow to take alluvial soil for one meter or 3 feet only in the
villages and he said that they have been protesting at the district level to prevent alluvial
soil from being removed. But he really appreciated as the proposed quarry is within 10
feet depth .He said that the former owner of Alagappa Cement told in a meeting that the

district's problem is so critical and he will sell that plant and he will go back to Andhra



Pradesh. He told that the villages within ten kilometers of this plant should be adopted
and the water from their abandoned quarries should be brought in to fill water bodies in
these villages and the same shall be used for agriculture and livestock. He also
requested that after the quarries is fully excavated, they should be converted into ponds
meant for irrigation and arrangements should be made to store water. He said that the
14 farmers who‘ have given their lands to then Alagappa cement (previous management
)should be given priority for the employment opportunities. He said that the purpose of
his visit was to protest against the proposed quarrying as he had thought the quarrying
will be of 50 or 60 feet depth . He said that only after noticing the interest of the people
he came to know all their eagerness towards the proposal. He also said that his
association has no objection to this project and.reqUested the industry management that
the nearby villages should be adopted and necessary facilities to be provided. He said
that he has no objection to this proposal. He said that the future generations will name
the pond as the M/s.Chettinad pond and after excavation of the quarry rain water should
be collected to raise the ground water level and once again he said that he has no

objection to the proposed quarry.

15) Thiru. Kamalakannan Palanisamy, Keelapalur.

He said that 15 direct employment will be given by the proposed quarrying and
guestioned that it has been so many years since the factory was started but how many
people have been given employment. He said that his educational qualification is
Diploma in Mechanical Engineering and Associate Member of Institute of Automobile
Engineer and also he told that he has 100% educational qualification and 80%
experience and that he is not demanding for employment for him and also informed
that more than 300 people in his village have completed ITI, Engineering, Diploma and
even if 10% of them were given employment atleast 30 people can be given
employment but industry management have not c_onsidered for employment and he
requested to create employment opportunities for their livelihood. The next problem is
formation of roads and construction of drainage and further he told that they need
employment for their livelihood .He said that industry is acquiring their lands and are
carrying out mining in their village and someone from somewhere comes here and

- becomes a GM, Assistant Manager, why should not a person from our village be a Boiler
Operator and also he said that all the qualificatibns for the industry requires are
available with youth of their village and requested to provide employment opportunities

to them.

16) Thiru. Pugazhendi, (A.M.M.K. Union Secretary)

He welcomed the District Collector who have presided the public hearing and other
officials, the unit head and other administrators, and all the public. M/s.Chettinad Group
made a revolution in education in these backward areas many years ago, it is also
supporting the people of this area by setting up a factory in this area in terms of industry
and employment. Also he informed that supports Whole heartedly for setting up this



lihe kankar quarry and assure that the people of the area, will support forever and she
request the people of this area to lend their support. Further she requested to ensure
that there are no accidents in the industry and also in roads.

17) Mrs. Malathi PalanisWami, Former Ward Member, Gandhi Nagar, Keelapalur.

She said that she extends her full support to the proposed quarry to be set up in
Karuppur village. She informed that she supports the proposal as she believe that it will
provide employment to the educated youth and the people around. She informed that
when she was a ward member street lights and basic drinking water were provided as it
is very important. She welcomed the proposal as the management has provided
borewells, providing water tanks, providing financial assistance to temples, and providing

relief materials rice, pulses, etc. of worth more than one lakh rupees as when people
did not go to work due to lack of livelihood during the Corona period. She finally

requested for employment to be provided to the educated youth and also for road
facilities. |

18) Mrs’. K. Anjali Devi, Keelapalur.

She said that she have been working in the area since 1983 and retired now after
working in the Gram Sevak in the District Collector's Office. She informed that
M/s.Chettinad Cement Corporation private limited provides many benefits to the people.
As Ariyalur is being called as cement city the cement industries are providing many
benefits. She mentioned that it is true that no matter whatever be the industry there will
be an impact on the environment i.e., it will affect people through water, air by the
transportation vehicles and she humbly request the cement industry to provide purified
drinking water to every household.

19) Thiru. Tamilarasan, AMMK Environment Team Secretary.

He said that the Chettinad Group is a very traditional group and they have proposed to
setting up the limekankar quarry on their own patta land in Karuppur (Senapathy)
village. He said that AIADMK has no objection to the proposed limekankar quarry. But he
demanded for the necessary facilities to the village people. He requested to provide
employment to educated youth and also demanded to utilize the CSR fund for the people
of that area to provide drinking water and medical facilities. He informed that, earlier not
only M/s.Chettinad Cement Corporation private limited but all the other Cement industries
conducted medical camps, now they are not doing so and hence the people are being
affected a lot. On behalf of AMMK, he said that they are not opposing the proposed
quarry and requested to support their people. He informed that, many accidents occur
due to these quarry truck movements and he mentioned that in last week also , an
accident took p]ace in front of the District Collector's office, he also reminded that heavy
vehicles are not allowed to ply from 6.00 AM to 10.00 AM and from 3.00 PM to 5.00 PM
by the District administration ,however, in some places vehicles are playing without
following the order and requested the District Collector to consider it. He told that, lorry



drivers while driving in the Udayarpalayam to Kaikathi road using their cell phones
which leads to lack of attention and thereby accidents occur. He also informed that,
while driving only 2 out of 9 vehicle drivers are driving without using cell phones and
affects the livelihood of the people. He requested for quarry only for the permitted
quantity . He further informed Only if the industry grows, the country and the people will
grow and expressed his support for proposed quarry.

20) Thiru. N. Gopi Melakaruppur,

He said that he has serving as the Panchayat President and also informed that he is
the Vice President of the DMK District Adi Dravidar Welfare Department Team. He said
that Karuppur Panchayat consists of four villages with a population of about 4000 people,
even if there aré no objections from the people of the panchayat, the basic facilities
needed for the people should be provided. He requested for planting of Tree Saplings to
control the poliution to be caused by the quarrying activity. He said that the funds
required to the panchayat should be met with the CSR fund. He said that all the
employment opportunities should be given to the youth of the area as their main
demands. He informed that accidents often occurs while making a U-Turn on the road
leading to Melakaruppur on NH81 and demanded for necessary action to avoid the
same. He expressed his support for this project by saying that appropriate measures
should be taken to ensure that it runs smoothly. Once again he requested the industry to

cooperate and asked to provide more basic facilities.

21) Thiru. M. Thiagarajan, Keelapalur.

He said that he is the President of the Parent Teacher Association at Alagappa
Government Higher Secondary School, Keelapalur . He informed that he has many
demands with the industry and requested for providing basic facilities to the school for
which the management alloted Rs. 2 lakh and provided toilet facilities. He said that
insects/ venomous creatures are more in the school's playground and hence he
requested the District collector and industry management to make suitable arrangement

to provide gravel for it. He said that he supports the proposed limekankar quarry.

22) Thiru. Karthikumar, (Pazhuvettaraiyar Peravai Keelapalur)

He said that there were already more than a hundred mines and quarries in Ariyalur
district that are violating the law and that a public consultation meeting is being held for
the next mine and that they are converting the land that has already made unfit for
habitation. He said that he is Karthikumar, have self-consciously objected to this draft
EIA and EMP report and that he told that he is trying to explain briefly by considering
the time and he said he has no intention to harm anyone. He told that Creative
Engineering Consultants have stated that their company is having SEIAA accreditation
and re-accreditation certificate which is valid till 23.12.2013 on the dates on which this
draft EIA and EMP have been issued. He told that the in the report it was mentioned that
the study period of this Proposed project report is from March 2022 to May 2022. He said



\t-hat the NABL certiﬁcaté mentioned in version -3 of volume-2 of these Creative
Engineering Consultants who prepared this project report is valid only till September
2018. As per their certificates shown in this report, their validity of approval is upto
December 2013 and he wanted to register this public consultation meeting held
(27.03.2025) through video recording to SEIAA. He told that the study period given in the
report is from March 2022 to May 2022 and for conducting the public consultation
‘meeting is 2025. Therefore, he objected that the study report was an outdated study
report and requested the District collector to reject the proposal of quarrying. He said that
he can speak about every page of that study report and also he said that he read every
page and the entire book of EIA Tamil report. He told that the photograph of the report
referring that it was taken during the survey period and have published the places where
they have surveyed it and mentioned in report the lease area photo 2-7. He told that
they have published 4 photographs in their report without a solid proof like Iatitude and
Iongitude in the latest available advanced photography features. He said that the reason
for his objection to this proposal is because the document is just a copy paste
document and he told that report was prepared from the room without conducting field
survey. He said that this will be conveyed to the RDO through this forum and to the field
study consultants. He said that when looking at this project report, it is mentioned in page
7-4 that it is an overall impact study and a satellite photograph has been published & he
told that in Table 7-1 mentioned that there is no mining within a radius of 500m,but the
- information obtained through RTI has stated that there are a total of 4 mining in the
Karuppur Senapaty village but they have mentioned only three mines are operating and
he requested to note as an important remark .He said that there was a lake called
Ayyamberi in this report but it was not included in this study which is within the area of
Karuppur Keelappazhur panchayat. He told that No Due Certificate is not included in this
study report and also he told that, a book exhibition is being held in our Ariyalur district by
the Tourism Department where it was displayed in stall no. 15 and also he mentioned
that in the photo published, there is a fossil museum located here and it is near to
Keelappazhur and also near to the proposed quarry & he said that there is no study
related to this. He said that the temple under the control of ASI (Archaeological Survey of
India) in the village of Melappazhur is not included in this study report but it is indicated
in the notice board of the Environment Centre. A photo of Environmental Monitoring
Station is mentioned and how many km distance is from the proposed quarry and aiso he
asked to mention the perimeter. Further he said that just as Athipatti village disappeared
in the movie, the Melappazhur village was not considered. He said that this panchayat,
which is located within a 10 km radius of the proposed quarry, has been hidden and
taken away purposefully and also he said that this is not a factual report. Therefore, he
expressed his strong objection to this,proposed quarry. He also said that follow-up action
in this regard will be taken on behalf of his Pazhuvettaraiyar Peravai.



23) Thiru. Mudimannan. (Trichy Regional Secretary of Tamil Perarasu party)

He informed that he express strong objection on behalf of our Tamil Perarusu party to
the excavate of this lime Kankar Quarry. He said more than a hundred of limestone
mines have been quarried in this district. He informed that the northern part of this
district has been turned into a desert, and only the Thirumanur and Keelapalur areas are
little green. He said if the proposed lime kankér quarry is operated the area is likely to
turn into a desert. He told that during his childhood period, the groundwater level was 50
to 60 feet but at present, there is no groundwater level above 200 feet anywhere in this
district and this is the real truth. He said the groundwater level is going down. Agriculture
is failing. Cashew nuts are drying and he told there is no other alternate for water except
Cauvery River and in such a situation, he questioned the operation of the proposed
quarry in this district. Further he told that the karuppur area is a little green and they are
quarrying here too. He informed that management is saying is that if they start the mine,
the people of the area will get jobs directly or indirectly. He told that almost if all the
cement plants i.e., more than eight cement plants provided jobs to our people so far, half
of the youth would have got employment but not considered for employment. The
management has given contracts only to the people who are good in economy, to those
in political parties, given employment to their children on their recommendation and they
are not looking after the poor and common public without understanding their hardship.
He said that all the people who gathered here for the public hearing are those who have
been brought for wages and those who have taken contract . He said that this is the

real scenario.

' 24) Thiru. llango, Karuppur Senapathy. AIADMK Amma Peravai Secretary.

He said that he has no objection to the proposed lime kankar quarry. He demanded
for the basic facilities to the villages of Poiyur, Kuruvidaicherry and Chemmandhangudi.
He informed that because of more number of limestone mines and the water available is
not clean and hence he requested to provide R.O. drinking water facility to these

surrounding four villages.

25) Thiru. M. M. Sivakumar, Ariyalur City Congress President and Trade Union

President.

He welcomed to the District Collector who presided the Public hearing and the
people of the district on behalf ofthe Indian National Congress, . He said that
the people of Melakarupura Senapati do not have access to drinking water and road
facilities and urged the  M/s.Chettinad Cement Corporation private  limited
management to provide that facility to the villagérs. He also expressed support on
behalf of the villagers, on his behalf and the Trade union he represents and
he said that for their area to flourish he definitely needs the proposed lime kankar

quarry of M/s Chettinad Cement Corporation private limited.



26) fhiru. Ramachandran, Keezhavannam village, District President of the All India
Motor Congress Ariyalur District Drivers' Association.

He said that he fully supports the establishment of this limekankar quarry. On behalf of
their trade union, he said he have a important request to the management of
M/s.Chettinad Cement Corporation private limited. The vehicles carrying that limestone
load to the plant are competing with each other. He requested M/s Chettinad Cement
Corporation private limited to not only allot the transport contract to big businessmen
but also to the drivers and vehicle owners of the surrounding area so as to develop their
livelihood. He requested Chettinad group to provide employment opportunities for
women and Women Self help Group in Melakarupur Senapathy and Keelapalur villages.
Again he reiterated his humble request with the priority be given to the vehicle owners
and vehicle drivers of the surrounding area to transport limestone and to protect their
livelihood. He said, even though many educated youth in Ariyalur are drivers they are in
the need to go to other towns in search of work, hence he piaced a request to give the
opportunity to the localites to work in their townand he expressed his support to the
proposed lime kankar quarry.

27) Thiru. llavarasan, Environmentalist, Thamaraikulam.

He stated that he involved with Environmental Coordination Committee in Ariyalur
district. He informed that there were more than a hundred mines in Ariyalur and the very
purpose of public consultation meeting is mainly to ensure the opinion of the public that
whether the new proposal of quarrying is good or bad for the environment. He told that
in the EIA report VAO mentioned that if the government gives permission to the
management of M/s.Chettinad Cement corporation private limited Management for this
proposed lime kankar quarry at Karuppur Senapati village, there will be no heaith
problems to the public. He also questioned how a VAO can provide a certificate by
stating that will not be any environmental impact due to this proposed quarry and how it
can be accepted. He also said that the work for this consuitation meeting has been going
on for three years and the permission letters have been obtained from each department
for three years also he told that the M/s Chettinad Cement corporation private limited
management will somehow get permission to this Proposed quarry and also he said that
they will create green belt around the proposed quarry in three years span and found that
there is no trees planted to convert as forest. He also informed that till date there is no
greenbelt developed and questioned how the forest is going to be created, and it is not
known how they will create it after this. He said that these cement industries are setting
up a bad example for the environment and also he told that Ariyalur has been pushed
into a big abyss, and he told that direct and indirect employment is just a false
commitment. He said that the EIA report given in Tamil and English is not factual data
and was not subjected to field study. He told that only after a investigative field study of

the present environmental conditions reports need to be prepared and then only the



public consultation meeting should be conducted and then the permission for the
proposed quarrying should be granted.

28) Thiru. Vinod, Keelapalur, P.M.K. Union Secretary.

He said that there are more than 1000 families are benefiting from the proposed lime
kankar quarry in our village area. Therefore, they have no objection proposed lime
kankar quarry . He informed that due to movement of many heavy vehicles in nearby
roads accidents are happening and so he requested Chettinad administration to

intervene immediately to provide second request to provide cement at a cheaper price.

29) Thiru. Kumar, Union Deputy Secretary of the Disabled Persons' Development

Association.

He requested M/s.Chettinad Cement corporation private limited to provide electricity,
road facilities, lighting facilities to the surrounding area of the Mariamman temple in the

area. Also he requested to provide employment facilities for the youth.

30) Thiru. Uthrapathy, Mela Karuppur Panchayat, Poiyur Village.DMK. Ariyalur South
Union Deputy Secretary.

He informed that these lime kankar quarry to be quarried in Karuppur Panchayat.
Everyone said that we support them. He said that the public has submitted a petition for
four or five times to provide employment opportunities for the youth in Mela Karuppur and
Keelapalur Panchayats as a means of livelihood. He said that he requested for same in
the the last meeting which was held in this hall and informed that they have not got any
response. However hé informed that they did not funded for the temples of Mela
Karuppur, and they funded for Keelapalur temples. He said that the government hospital
serves 25 villages around. And hence requested for provision of ambulance and purified
drinking water should be provided to the schools in there panchayat. He requested that
heavy vehicles should not ply from 6.00 am to 9.00 am. But they are not followed and
also he said three accidents have occurred in front of their village schools. He fequested
to take action to control the accidents and provide priority should be given to the youth in

the employment.

31) Thiru. Rajavel Karuvidaichcheri.

He extended his support to lime Kankar Quarry by requesting them to desilt the lake
which is the source of drinking water for their village and provide basic amenities to the

surrounding four villages.

32) Thiru. Panneer Selvam, Karuvidaichcheri. Farmer.

He said that he is a farmer. He said that M /s Chettinad Cement corporation private
limited have acquired 100 percent of the land in there village. He said that he welcomes
proposal of quarry wholeheartedly. He said that he has no objection to proposed quarry.
He told that the farmers will be affected. And almost more than a hundred of farmer's



Ebws are affected. This year alone, 25 hectares of crops have been eaten by cows. Due
to this, we could not even get the money invested. Therefore, even if the District
Magistrate intervenes and removes the cows, a wire fence should be erected. | request
you to ensure that the farmers are not affected in any way. Another thing is that the
problem with the land acquired by M/s.Chettinad Cement is that they are acquiring it
through a broker. A boy in our village gave the land title to a broker and they are asking
for fifty thousand rupees to buy it. He is now dead. They spent more than one lakh
rupees to buy the land title. When you acquire the land, 1 kindly request you to set up an

office directly without a broker and talk to us and acquire it.

33) Thiru. Chittrampaiam, Ariyalur Perambalur Cement Plant and Mine Workers
President. CiTU District Vice President.

He said although there are seven cement industries in Ariyalur district, only M/s.
Chettinad Cement has given a bonus of one lakh rupees. They gave one lakh rupees to
permanent workers and seventy to eighty thousand rupees to others and hence he
expressed his gratitude and greetings for that. He informed that almost six hundred
people are contract workers and tipper drivers and also said that there are ten thousand
people working as drivers in this district. They should be given at least one month's
salary as a bonus. Similarly, those contract workers should also be given one lakh
rupees as a bonus. The administration should immediately take-appropriate measures
and increase the bonus and requested for issue of one month's salary as Diwali bonus.
Secondly, he demanded for PF and ESI group insurance should be paid to all employees
working in the factory. After accidents due to involvement of middle man, appropriate
compensation was not given to the workers family. When asked, they say that PF and
ESI were not paid. He informed that If the worker dies, an insurance of seven lakhs will
be paid and also if ESI is paid, 90 peréeht of the salary is paid and requested for
implementation. Finally, garbage is brought from other district and dumped in Ariyalur
district. He said he support the project and requested for generation of electricity from
that garbage.

34) Thiru. K. Balasingham (State Deputy Secretary, Farmers' Protection Association,
Ariyalur)

He extended his humbie welcome to the District Collector, District Environmental
Engineer, and participated various Government officials, representatives of various
Farmers Association,and all the elders of Karuppur village in the public consultation
meeting. He said that the public consultation meeting is being held for the extraction of
lime kankar. Further he told that many number of cement industries are mining
limestones in the ariyalur district and producing cement and public facing a lot of
difficulties in this area due to lack of various basic facilities. He said that the fund
generated from mineral resources is not being spent and hence most of the basic
facilities are not provided to the people living in that area and also said that fund is

being spent in different districts and irrelevant areas.



He said that the District Collector has been constantly emphasizing on the need to
make the entire mineral fund available to the people of that limestone mine area and he
informed if mining is going to come up today, then 33 percent of the green belt

development shall be implemented.

He said that today, the only way to control pollution is to plant trees so that even
though there are so many cement plants in the area, they refuse to implement the 33
percent green belt development. He said the management of the M/s.Chettinad Cement
corporation private limited has received awards from the Central and State Governments
as they have not only achieved development of 33 percent of green belt but also for
developing afforestation wherever possible and so that people of that area do not suffer

from any disease.

Further, he said when the bund of periyaeri , near sendurai got eroded due to
heavy rains farmers were not able to sell their produce and it was credit for their good
work of M/s.Chettinad Cement corporation private limited for protecting the livelihood
of hundreds of farmers the bund of the lake was strengthened by arranging two hitachi
machines immediately after the instructions of then District collector and then the

farmers were able to use the lake bund road for transporting their produce .

Apart from that, they have provided quality road facilities, drinking water facilities to
various villages like Nakkampadi and Unjini in the Senthurai area and they have also
provided various basic facilities. And that's the reason the public of the area supports
the M/s.Chettinad Cement corporation private limited. He further said that if the lime
kankar quarry is established in the area, educated youth will get employment and the
people of this area will get basic facilities only if a lime kankar quarry and the area will get
developed and therefore the people of the area shall give the full support to the proposed
lime kankar quarry. He told that limekankar is not taken for the depth of 50 feet or 100
feet. He said that they are requesting for District Collector for desilting the lake. A Lake
will be of 15 to 20 feet deep, but proposed quarry is only within 10 feet deep and also
M/s.Chettinad Cement corporation private limited have proposed to create water bodies
for the people of the village of Mela Karuppur to protect groundwater and the livelihood of
the farmers. He expressed his full support to propsed quarry and he was seeking the

support from the farmers and people of this area, to give full cooperation for the proposed

quarry.

35) Thiru. S. Pandian, Sripurandhan. (State Vice President of Tamil Nadu Farmers'
Union Joint Movement, State General Secretary of National South Indian Rivers
Linking Association)

He said that the public consultation is conducted only for deciding whether the public
requires Lime kankar quarry or not. On behalf of his association, he said that he would
like to express and humbly welcomed the people who have attended the public
consultation meeting including the Honourable District Collector, administrative and unit
head of this Industry. He is told that the public consultation meeting headed by



\H'onourable District Collector is for the prdposal for quarrying of 50,904 metric tons lime
kankar and on behalf of his association, he expressed the support for quarrying 50,904
metric tons. He told that collector knows the opinions expressed by the people, and the
industry administration also aware of the same. He also requested to the District
Collector to spend the CSR funds only for the people of Karuppur Senapathy and roads
for vehicles carrying these minerals have been planned properly. But the industry
management and the District collector shall ensure that the truck drivers who transports
the mineral through the trucks and the industry management is aiso saying that the
trucks are to be operated in the speed of 30 km. He said that while checking for the
provision of speed control device it is not true. Finally he concluded with a saying that it is
we who fall, it should be you who rise, and welcomed the proposal for quarrying with
demand to the management of the M/s.Chettinad Cement corporation private limited to
develop reserve and dense forest in quarrying area of five acres of land in the Karuppur
Senapathy village and to carry rainwater and to serve for the people of that area so as to
assure the water source is protected for a long time.

36) Thiru. K. Palanivel, Sathamangalam. ;

He said that they have been working in the Chettinad Cement Corporation private
limited plant for the past 15 years and the cement industry he is economically well and
thats why he is able to keep his dependents happier. Also he informed that thousands
of employees from more than ten villages in the surrounding area working in the industry
every day. He expressed his support for the construction of the mine as various
infrastructure works such as drinking water, road facilities, schools, etc. are being done
through CSR funds. |

37) Thiru. Neelamanikandan (Mela Karuppur, Panchayat Vice President.)

He informed that the people of Kuruvidaicheri hamlet belonging to their panchayat has
sold more land to the industry . But they have not employed any the youth belonging to
the village. He also requested that there are fifteen lakes in their village and requested to
desilt the lakes of Mela karuppur village. Thank you and greetings.

District Environmental Engineer

Finally, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Ariyalur District informed that the views, suggestions, written complaints and queries of
the public are recorded through video graphy / Audio and the same will be sent to the
State Environment Impact Assessment Authority of Tamilnadu - Chennai.

One number of petition was received from Thiru. G.E.Karthikumar, Keelapalur Village,
Ariyalur Taluk & District before conducting public hearing of M/s.Chettinad Cement
Corporation Private Limited over an extent of 2.30.0 Ha of Karuppur (Senapathy) Village
is enclosed herewith.



94 Number of petitions was received during the public hearing meeting of
M/s.Chettinad Cement Corporation Private Limited over an extent of 2.30.0 Ha of

Karuppur (Senapathy) Village are enclosed herewith.

One number of petition was received from Thiru. N. llavarasan, Chettithirukonam
Village, Ariyalur Taluk & District immediately after public hearing of M/s.Chettinad
Cement Corporation Private Limited over an extent of 2.30.0 Ha of Karuppur (Senapathy)

Village is enclosed herewith.

One number of petition was received from Thiru. G.E.Karthikumar, Keelapalur Village,
Ariyalur Taluk & District before conducting public hearing of M/s.Chettinad Cement
Corporation Private Limited over an extent of 2.30.0 Ha of Karuppur (Senapathy) Village

is enclosed herewith.

List of public who attended the public hearing meeting along with photographs, Pen
Drive and CD recorded with the Audio / Video of entire proceedings of public hearing are

\09
N
Convener,

Public Hearing Meeting/
District Environment Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Ariyalur.

enclosed herewith.

President,
Public Hearing Meeting/
District Collector,
Ariyalur District.
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