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inutes of the Public Hearing Meeting held on 24.12.2025 at 11.00 .A.M. at
M/s.Rajalakshmi Mahal, Jayankondam Main Road, Nearby EB Office, Sendurai Post,

Sendurai Taluk, Ariyalur District.

Name of the Project : M/s.Chettinad Cement Corporation Private Limited for the
proposed Sendurai - Nakkambadi Limekankar Quarry Lease
over‘ an extent of 18.20.5 Ha S.F. Nos.63/1, 63/2, 63/3A, 63/3B,
63/4, 63/5, 63/6A & etc., Sendurai Village, Sendurai Taluk,
Ariyalur District.

List of Officials participated in the meeting:

1. Thiru. P.Rathinasamy, I.A.S.,
District Collector,
Ariyalur District.

2. Tmt.G.RajaRajeswari, M.E., M.B.A,,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Ariyalur District.

3. Tmt.V.Preethi, M.Tech., Ph.D,,
Assistant Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Poliution Control Board,
Ariyalur.

4. Thiru.K.Ramajayam, M.Sc.,
Assistant Director,
Geology and Mining Department,
Ariyalur District.

5. Thiru. P.Velumani, B.Sc.,
Tahsildar,
Sendurai Taluk,
Ariyalur District.

List of participants related to the project:

1. Thiru. R.P. Muthiah
Unit Head,
M/s.Chettinad Cements Corporation Private Limited,
Keelapalur,
Ariyalur District.

2. Thiru. M.A.Rajavel,
General Manager (Human Resources),

M/s.Chettinad Cements Corporation Private Limited,
Keelapalur,
Ariyalur District.

3. Thiru. V.Ramesh,
Deputy General Manager (Environment),

M/s.Chettinad Cements Corporation Private Limited,
Keelapalur,

Ariyalur District.



4. Thiru. B.Vikram Pyus,
Deputy General Manager (Mines),

M/s.Chettinad Cements Corporation Private Limited,
Keelapalur,
Ariyalur District.

5. Thiru. K.Karthigeyan,
General Manager (Mines - HO),
M/s.Chettinad Cements Corporation Private Limited,
Keelapalur,
Ariyalur District.

6. Thiru. R.Nithyananthan,
Deputy General Manager (Environment — HO),
M/s.Chettinad Cements Corporation Private Limited,
Keelapalur,
Ariyalur District.

7. Thiru. T. Swaminathan,
Environmental Consultant, Creative Engineers & Consultants, Chennai.

List of Participants including Government Officers, Project Proponent and general

public is enclosed vide Annexure - A.

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board welcomed
the Ariyalur District Collector, public, farmers association representatives, environmental
activists, officials from the revenue department and police department, press and the
Project Proponent M/s.Chettinad Cement Corporation Private Limited to-the public hearing
meeting on behalf of the District Administration and Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.

She informed that to obtain Environmental Clearance from the Ministry of
Environment, Forests & Climate Change, as per EIA Notification dated 14.09.2006, as
amended, public opinion has to be obtained. for certain types of projects / activities listed in
the said notification before the issue of Environment Clearance. She also informed that the
views of the public will be recorded and it will be forwarded to the State Environment
Impact Assessment Authority as a routine procedure.

She stated that M/s.Chettinad Cement Corporation Private Limited has applied for
environmental clearance for mining of Limekankar quarry lease over an extent of 18.20.5
Ha S.F. Nos.63/1, 63/2, 63/3A, 63/3B, 63/4, 63/5, 63/6A & etc., Sendurai Village, Sendurai
Taluk, Ariyalur District and this public hearing is being held to get the public's views on the
project before issuing the environmental clearance.

She also informed that the Public notice regarding the Public Hearing were
published on 13.11.2025 in “Thina Malar” and “The New Indian Express” Papers, 30 days

before the date of the meeting.

DEE informed that after the project proponent’s presentation about the project &
EMP measures, Public -and Environmental Activists can express their opinion about the
project either orally or by written submission. She also informed that the opinion of the

Public would be recorded through video and audio and the recorded meeting proceedings



will be forwarded to the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority as per routine

procedure. She then requested the District Collector to preside over the Meeting.

Environmental Consultant for the project Mr.T.Swaminathan welcomed all and
presented the proposed project details, impacts and EMP measures through Power Point
presentation. He informed that the Environmental Impact Assessment Reports of this
project is available in the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board website and the company has

made advertisement through loudspeakers and issued pamphlets.

The District Environmental Engineer requested the public participating in the public
hearing to express their opinion about the project after informing their name and village of
the individual.

- Mr.N.Sengamuthu, President, Ariyalur District Farmers' Association, Manaleri Village.

He extended his greetings to the District Collector who is leading this Chettinad
Cement Sendurai Kankar expansion project, the District Environmental Engineer of the
Pollution Control Board, the General Manager of the plant, government employees,
farmers, agricultural enthusiasts, the people of this area, friends from the press and

television, and friends from the police department.

He said that as far as our district is concerned, no district collector can be judged
high or low, they have all performed exceptionally well and have left a lasting impression on
our minds. He stated that since there wasn't enough time to talk about everyone, hence he
wanted to speak about the current District Collector. He mentioned that when the district
was formed, anyone who needed an MRI scan at our medical college hospital had to pay
2,500 rupees, even if they had the Chief Minister's Insurance Scheme. He said he had
submitted a petition to the previous District Collector regarding this issue, and when the
current District Collector arrived, he informed him that the government scheme would only
benefit the people if MRI scans were provided free of charge under the Chief Minister's
Insurance Scheme, as the poor were suffering due to the remittance of 2,500 rupee fee.
Within a month, the District Collector took action, and now anyone who goes there with the
Chief Minister's Insurance Scheme card doesn't have to pay a single rupee. The District
Collector facilitated this. He also mentioned that at the same medical college hospital, CT
scans were only being performed for eight hours a day. He said that when he spoke to the
District Collector, he pointed out that other medical college hospitals in Tamil Nadu were
conducting CT scans 24 hours a day, but in Ariyalur, it was only for eight hours. He
explained that if the service extended to 24 hours then it would alleviate the difficulties -
faced by the people and reduce the long queues. He said the District Collector responded
that there was a shortage of staff but assured him that action wouid be taken. He added
that last yeér before Pongal, the District Collector had issued the necessary order to ensure
that CT scans were available 24 hours a day. He concluded by saying that it is our job to

make requests, the District Collector and the government has to implement them and for
the welfare of the people.



Just as Lord Krishna told Arjuna, "Perform your duty without expecting the results," |
neither speak nor listen with any expectation of reward anywhere, he said. He stated that
as considering it as his duty, he spoke out about the implementation of speed limits to the
vehicles then only it was imposed. The government stipulated that trucks which transports
the limestone from the mine must travel at a speed of only thirty kilometers per hour, and it
is my job to ensure this is followed. The government has also stipulated many other things.
This public hearing meeting was initially held at the District Collector's office, but we only
insisted that we should go and meet the people of that area, and then only they would
come and mention their grievances. By accepting this, the meetings are now being held at
the location where the mining is take place. Regarding the Chettinad Cement factory's
Sendurai limestone kankar quarry expansion, he stated that all the land in Sendurai
belonging to this quarry is the factory's patta land, and that the farmers gave the land and
the factory bought it. He added that while land in their village was selling for fifty thousand
rupees per acre, the factory bought it for 2, 3, or even 5 lakh rupees. He said that they gave
the land to the factory only for stone quarrying, and his demand is that they should carry
out the work without causing any trouble to the people. He stated that the size of this
limestone mine is 18 ares and 2.05, which means forty-five acres, the unit has proposed to
start this kankar quarry with a duration of five years. He said that a five-year period has
been set for quarrying this kankar, and during this five-year period, the depth of the quarry
will be only two meters in total — 1 meter of topsoil and 1 meter of kankar — and they will not
dig any deeper. He added that they will take this kankar to their factory and proceed
accordingly. He said that the company claims there will be no drilling or blasting in this
mine, and therefore there will be no hardship for the people of that area, and that they
should implement it accordingly. He said that he is only speaking about what they have
provided, and it would take more than half an hour to discuss everything what they have
given, so he is speaking concisely. He added that he is speaking all this so as to inform the
people, and it is his duty to tell them about all these things. Similarly, he requested that the
company is providing employment to ten people directly and fifty people indirectly from the
local community, and among those ten direct jobs, priority should be given to educated
children from the families of the farmers who gave up their land, and the indirect jobs

should be given to the children of farmers who are not educated.

A slight commotion arose among the public by asking him to convey his views in a

short way.

District Collector:

He instructed him to record his opinion quickly and concisely.

Mr. N. Sengamuthu:

He said that they have stated that there will be no adverse impact on the
groundwater level, and similarly, the mining will be carried out for only two years out of five,
and only 2,88,370 tons will be extracted. He added that they have stated that a soil wall will

be constructed to a height of 50 meters around the mining area.



At that point, some members of the puhlic in the meeting said that they knew how to
read what was written in the book and asked him to quickly record the information and

leave, which caused a slight commotion.

District Collector:

He instructed him to mention their opinion quickly and concisely.

Mr. N. Sengamuthu:

He stated that only 3 Lorries would be allowed per hour and this should be
implemented, and the number would be reduced next year. He mentioned that this quarry
is covering 30 acres and it will be converted into a water body. He then thanked everyone

for the opportunity and took his leave.

2. Mr. Ramachandran, Nakkambadi Village.

He stated that his village has five sections, one section is Nattar, and he
wholeheartedly supports the Kankar quarry of Chettinad Cement Company. He kindly
requested to establish a library for the youth and educated students of his village and he
took his leave.

3. Mr. P. Vadivel, Nakkampadi Village.

He stated that he is the village headman of Nakkampadi village. He said that he fully
supports the opening of this Chettinad Cement factory. He also requested that the
company should provide employment oppértunities to the youth of his village and offer
good job opportunities to the people of his village and then he took his leave.

4. Mr. Muthusamy, Ninniyur Village.

He stated that the construction of a Shiva temple was underway in his village and
that he needed financial assistance for it. He expressed his full support to this factory and

he offered to provide any assistance needed to the unit and he took his leave.

5. Mr. Arjunan, Anganur Village.

He stated that he is a permanent employee at Chettinad Cement Company. He
expressed his full support for this project.

6. Mr. Kulandaivel, Nakkampadi Village.
He stated that he is a villager and he requested to provide steps to his village pond.

7. Mr. Thirugnanam, Nallampalayam Village.

He expressed his full support for the establishment of the kankar quarry in
Nakkampadi village, and by thanking everybne, he took his leave.

8. Mr. Selvam, Ex. Panchayat Council Mem,ber. Sendurai Village.

He stated that he belongs to the agriculture based family and his village has
approximately 175 acres of agricultural land. He mentioned that he had submitted a petition
to the esteemed District Collector on behalf of his village regarding the maintenance of this
land. In this situation, the Chettinad company has stepped forward to assist them and

repaired the barbed wire fence for a distance of approximately two kilometers, making it
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usable for the farmers. Furthermore, he expressed his heartfelt gratitude to the Chettinad
company for maintaining the embankment properly by making it suitable for vehicular traffic

and he took his leave.

Mr. Sekar, Viluppanankurichi Village.

10.

He conveyed his greetings to the District Collector and to the Engineer, Tamilnadu

Pollution Control Board.

He mentioned that, If anyone were travel just one kilometer from here, without
much difficulty, and stand in the middle of the area where they are currently seeking
permission to mine for limestone, they would see that this is a massive conspiracy to carve
out the heart of a city. He added that a dinosaur egg, protected by the government, was
found in the stream of that area, and after archaeological research, the district collector
declared it as a protected site. Furthermore, 300 families of the nomadic Kuravar
community were living nearby, and the Royal City company has provided approximately
1700 plots there and around 700 families are residing there. Moreover, hundreds of acres
of agricultural land are located just a hundred meters away, and Sendurai to Mathur road
is also within a hundred meters. Commercial complexes and buildings have been
constructed there, and traders are residing in the area and habitations are also there. He
questioned whether it was ethical for seeking permission for mining in such an area by
destroying the heart of a developing city without respecting the opinions of the local
people. He pointed out that these companies are having own numerous businesses and
educational institutions; they could build a factory or an educational institution on those
fifty acres. He mentioned that they had previously clairhed there were no stones in that
area, but now, for what reasons now they are coming to extract stones. He warned that
the dinosaur egg protected by the archaeological department would be destroyed, and the
rainwater from the mining site would flow to the Kulumur large lake which affects around
ten thousand acres of agricultural land. He emphasized that this area, specifically the land
under these survey numbers, would cause people to lose their livelihoods and become
nomads and it will be the harsh reality. He urged the District Collector to carefully consider
the matter and grant permission elsewhere. However, on behalf of the village and the
entire community,- he earnestly request not to grant permission for the excavation of the

Nakkampadi mine near Thopperi," and he thanked everyone and took his leave.

Mr. M. Govindarasu, Nakkampadi Village.
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He stated that he belongs to the Naattar community and that there is no community
hall in their village. For any function, they have to travel to Sendurai, which is three to four
kilometers away. Therefore, he requested to build a community hall for them and then

thanked everyone and departed.

. Mr. Dharmadurai, Anandavadi Village.

He stated that he extends his full support to the limestone kankar quarry project. He
requested to provide employment opportunities to the educated youth of his village and

he requested to construct a library building. He then thanked everyone and departed.



12. Mr. Panneerselvam, Nallampalayam Village,

He expressed his full support for the extraction of limestone kankar and requested
to provide a purified drinking water plant to his village. He then thanked everyone and
departed.

13. Mr. M. Karthikeyan, Unjini Village.
He expressed his support for the extraction of Chettinad limestone kankar and he
thanked everyone and departed.

14. Mr. Bhoominathan, Kulumoor Village,

He stated that he fully supports the commencement of this Chettinad Cement
limestone quarry. He requested to provide a purified drinking water facility and requested

to provide medical camps to his village. He thanked everyone and departed.

15. Mrs. Nirmala, Sendurai Village.

She stated and expressed her support for the limestone quarry mine.

16. Mr. Tamilselvan, Kulumoor Village.

He stated that he would provide full support and cooperation on behalf of his village
for the commencement of the Chettinad quarry mine.

17. Mr. Shankar, Erumbulikurichi Village.

He expressed his full support for the establishment of this quarry.

18. Mr. Settu, Nakkampadi Village.
He stated that he belongs to the Naattar community and he wholeheartedly
welcoming the eétablishment of this quarry, and he requested to erect the thorn fence
around their village's bathing pond.

19. Mr. Selvamurugan Naattar, Sendurai Village.

He requested the Chettinad Cement factory to provide cement road facilities for his

village and earnestly appealed to them to fulfill his request.

20. Mrs. Kamala, Sendurai Village.

She stated that she needed a sewing machine for women and therefore she is
supporting this quarry project.

21. SelVi.TamLzm)sai Ramachandran, Nakkampadi Village.
| She stated that she supports the quarry and requested to construct a compound
wall for her village temple. She then thanked everyone and departed.

22. Mr.Balasingam, Farmer’s Protection Association, Sendurai Village, Ariyalur District.

He extended his greetings to the Disfrict Collector, who is presiding over the public
hearing meeting regarding the extractibn of kankar from the Sendurai Nakkampadi quarry
on behalf of the Chettinad Cement factory, the Pollution Control Board engineer, the
government officials, factory management officials, social activists, office-bearers of
various political parties, and all the elders and mothers from Sendurai, Nakkampadi and
other villages who have gathered here.



o

Typically, a public hearing meeting is being held today regarding the extraction of
limestone kankar. On behalf of the Farmers' Protection Association, we have been
consistently pressing for a demand: that the mineral resources fund obtained from the
mining operations should be utilized for the needs, welfare, and basic amenities of the
people living in this area, and for the upliftment of women engaged in self-employment.
We have been observing various factory managements, and there are already several
cement factories in Ariyalur district, we can say that they are not properly adhering to
government regulations. However, regarding the Chettinad Cemeht factory management,
they are operating correctly by following the regulations by ensur'ing that the people of the
area are not affected due to pollution. They have been planting saplings to control
pollution, and they know that the planting of trees is the only solution to control pollution.
Furthermore, they are continuously spraying the water to control the dust generated by the
vehicles, ensuring that the people of this area do not suffer from any health problems.
Because they are correctly following the government: regulations, for this they have
received various awards from the central and state governments. This is one of the

reasons, he stated.

Today, a pubiic hearing is underway regarding the establishment of a kankar
quarry, and many people are speaking here. Keeping in mind about the limestone mining
process, a kankar quarry has not been established in any district so far. In limestone
quarries, they will dig 50 or 60 feet deep to extract limestone, using breakers and
explosives. However, this kankar quarry involves a mineral resource that is found
superficially beneath the earth's surface. As mentioned in the introduction today, kankar
cannot be extracted from below six feet, nor can it be extracted using breaker machines or
explosives. Therefore, he stated that the people of this area would be able to utilize this
kankar quarry as a water body.

We have been requesting the District Collector to create a water body for the
village, and in this regard, the Chettinad Cement factory management will maintain a water
body of twenty or thirty acres by collecting the rainwater that simply goes as waste by
flowing into the sea during the rainy season, and the farmers can cultivate and would be
able to continue farming using borewells in the surrounding area. This would protect the
livelihoods of the farmers. Furthermore, he stated that the Sendurai un‘ion is a backward
area and the groundwater level in this region has depleted. Therefore, through such a
water body, the groundwater level can be raised, and the drinking water problem that
arises during the summer months can be solved.

He said, "As the District Collector suggested, we have been making requests in
every farmer's grievahce meeting to create a water body in each village, desilt and deepen
them." Based on that, we have received an opportunity today, and the people and farmers
of this area should utilize it. Furthermore, Ariyalur district is entirely a limestone-rich area,
and kidney-related problems may occur here. Neither the factory management nor the
government administration is responsible for this. However, it should not be forgotten that
both the factory management and the government administration is having the duty to
protect the people living in that area and to rescue them from these health problems."” He
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stated that bésed on this, purified drinking water is éssential and an indfspensable need
for the people of this area. He emphasized that purified drinking water facilities are needed
in all villages because many people are suffering from kidney problems. Hence, he humbly
requested to take all necessary tests and medical treatment to the people and further he
requested to conduct medical camps in this area.Taking the Sendurai area as an example,
even before the quarry was established, as Selvam mentioned, a year ago, when farmers
were struggling to transport their produce, they approached the Chettinad Cement factory
management. We, the farmers, submitted a request to the District Collector. Whether the
District Collector questioned the factory management or not is unknown, but on that day
itself, they have sént the Hitachi to strengthen the embahkment and repair the road, thus
they protected the livelihoods of the farmers by enabling them to sell their products. He
stated that the Chettinad Cement factory management has done this. In Sendurai tbday,
the local community leaders have expressed their support. The reason they have
expressed their support is that when they were struggling without income and employment
opportunities to build the Mariamman temple, the community leaders approached the
Chettinad Cement factory management and requested for the assistance of cement bags.
Within a week, the Chettinad Cement factory management assured them and provided the
cement bags. The speaker stated that he is mentioning all this because the factory
management fulfilled these requests even before the quarry started their operations. He
further stated that if a quarry is established in this area, then they are having the request to
the Chettinad Cement factory management that as they have provided employment
opportunities to the youth in other areas where they have established quarries, as same
they should provide employment opportunities to the educated youth of this area and the

children of the farmers who have given their land, on a priority basis, for the jobs required
in the quarries.

He stated that there are many drivers in this area who will get employment
opportunities, but currently, some of them, owning one or two tipper trucks and they were
unable to pay their monthly installments, leading to their vehicles being repossessed. This
situation is causing them immense mental stress. He further added that the establishment
of this quarry would protect the livelihoods of these tipper truck owners and also it will
improve the living standards of self-employed women by providing them with various forms
of assistance, such as sewing machines. He emphasized that this Kankar quarry project
would benefit all kinds of people’s life, and there is another special aspect to it. He
mentioned that while there are many cement factories in Tamil Nadu today, Chettinad
Cement is a cement factory owned by a Tamilian. Furthermore, Chettinad Cement
primarily provides employment opportunities to Tamilans, giving priority to them over
people from other states. Therefore, he stressed that we have a need and a duty to
support the Chettinad Cement factory management, this prestigidus factory. He
concluded by stating that on behalf of the Farmer's Protection Association, they express
their full support for this Chettinad Cement Kankar quarry project, which will benefit all
sections of society, and thanked everyone before taking his leave.



23.

Mr. Ramkumar, Ponparappi Village.

He stated that his father is a farmer and he has been working as a permanent
employee at the Chettinad Cement factory for the past twelve years. He added that not
only he, but also more than ten of his friends from Sendurai, Ponparappi, Sirukalathur,
Rayamburam, Kadur, Kuzhumur, and Ariyalur are working as permanént employees. He
expressed his belief that due to the establishment of this limestone factory it would create
even more employment opportunities for the youth in the future. He finally thanked for

giving opportunity and took his leave.

24. Mr. Ganesan Nattar, Ambedkar Nagar, Sendurai Village,

25.

He conveyed his greetings to everyone, including the District Collector. He stated
that on behalf of his group he would provide full support for the establishment of this stone
quarry. He mentioned that work is underway at two temples in his area, the Muthu
Mariamman Temple and the Maha Mariamman Temple, and he mentioned that around
three-quarters of the work has been completed. Only the painting work remains, for that
they are in need of 100 bags of cement. Hence he requested the company to provide
assistance in this regard, stating that he would be very grateful, and then thanked

everyone for the opportunity and took his leave.

Mr. Rathinavel, Nakkampadi Village.

26.

He extended his greetings to all the general public and farmers, including the
District Collector, who have attended this Chettinad Cement factory public hearing

meeting.

He stated that generally, in this region, farmers have been depending on agriculture
for generations, and they have no other source of income. He explained that the entire
area relies on cashew plantation farming, and by implementing this project then it will
cause the groundwater level to drop, which affects the agriculture. He fuﬁher stated that in
Nakkampadi village and the surrounding areas, the lakes, ponds, and reservoirs are filled
only by this forest water, which the farmers utilize. By damming the water source, the
water flow to the lakes has stopped, and even with heavy rainfall, the lakes are not filling
up. This is the hardship to the farmers, and the water level drops, the drinking water is
becoming contaminated. He concluded by saying that they strongly oppose such a project
that harms the farmers, and on behalf of the Naam Tamilar Party, they register their strong

opposition to the proposed project.

Mrs. Elanchiyam, Nakkampadi Village.

27.

She requested to desilt the lake in her village and she supports the establishment of

this quarry.

Mrs. Muthulakshmi, Sendurai Village.

She stated that she is supporting this quarry because they have provided financial
assistance during festival occasions.
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28. Mrs. Elayarani, Sendurai Village.

She stated that she supports the quarry because they need road facilities.

29. Mrs. Muthulakshmi, Sendurai Village.

She stated that she supports the quarry because the educated young people are in
need of employment opportunities.

30. Mr.Cho&ankumér Vandayar, President, Ariyalur District Cashew Farmers
Association, Chozhankudikadu Village.

He extended his greetings to everyone, including the District Collector.

He raised several questions, that in this Mines Expansion project,»he asked whether
they had completed the excavation in the existing mine, and if so, they should mention in
what way they are planning to maintain the abandoned mines. He inquired whether they
intended to maintain them as water bodies or fill them in. He suggested that if they
planned to fill them, they could easily do so with the overburden soil, but noted that this
soil would not beAsufficient. He pointed out that there ére very large PWD lakes in the
area, such as the Nakkampadi Lake, Kuzhumur Lake, and Sendurai Lake, and requested
them to utilise the soil from these lakes for filing the abandoned mines. He then
mentioned that there is an existing rhine, and the company is now requesting an
expansion. He stated that his question was whether the existing mine adheres to the
government guidelines regarding 33% of green belt, and asserted that the answer is
certainly no. Therefore, he urged the Chettinad management to plant trees, spécifically byt
ensuring 33% tree coverage and greenery in that area. He further added that the
Chettinad Mines have a Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) fund, which is 2% of their
profits, and this amount should be utilised to improve the livelihoods of the poor people in
the area. He demanded the management to clearly inform to them that how much CSR
fund has been used for the first mine that has been a‘lready excavated, and which of the
villages have benefited from it. He also highlighted the issues of depleted groundwater
levels, increased air pollution, and contaminated water in the area, and asked what
measures and plan that they have to address these problems. He concluded by requesting
them to provide a solution for the people of this region. |

He said that mining involves two methods: one is surface mining, and the other is
blasting mining. He questioned how they would carry out the blasting for the extraction of
limestone and further questioned how they will minimize & control the noise pollution and
how they will keep the decibel levels within acceptable limits. He emphasized that this
area is a very backward region, inhabited by poor and underprivileged villagers, and asked
what guarantees they have given regarding employment opportunities for the youth of this
area and demanded a clear explanation in this regard. He also pointed out that there is a
CBSE school at the Chettinad plant and he asked how many children of the poor farmers
in this area have been given admission and are studying there, requesting clarification on

this matter. Regarding social responsibility, he stated that when limestone is transported, it
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spills onto the roads, causing numerous accidents. He stressed that it is the duty and
moral responsibility of the company to clear the spilled limestone and they must do so. He
concluded by saying that they are not against the expansion of the mine on this grievance
redressal day, they request that the expansion be carried out keeping in mind the
livelihood of the people in the area, their improved living conditions, and environmental

health. He then thanked everyone and took his leave.

Mr. Mudimannan, Trichy Regional Secretary, Tamil Perarasu Party.

32.

He conveyed his thanks, greetings, and respects to everyone, including the District

Collector.

The District Collector has come to hear the public's opinions regarding the
expansion of the Chettinad Cement factory's mine. Please come forward one by one and
register your opinions; unnecessary shouting and commotion are not heeded. No matter
how much opposition we express, this mine expansion is going to happen anyway.
Therefore, register your objections properly; that is the constructive approach. So far,
more than a hundred mines have been dug in this district. Have any of those mines have
been closed down? Certainly not. Therefore, he requested the District Collector to inspect
those mines that have been dug for thirty or forty years and are still open, and take
appfopriate action to close them. He stated that the Supreme Court and the High Court, in
their observations regarding mines, have said that the dug-out mines should be converted
into water bodies and green forests, and in his view is that the dug-out mines should be
converted into water bodies and green forests and then it should be handed over back to

the farmers for the_ir use.

It is claimed that employment opportunities will be provided to the sons of the soil
during the every mine expansion, and specific numbers of direct and indirect jobs are
promised, but these promises are not fulfilled. Therefore, the District Collector should
monitor the operations of the cement factories every month. Similarly, thé roads used by
the public are getting severely damaged by the trucks coming out from these mines during
the rainy season. He requested that these trucks from the mines should be stopped for 3-4
days during the rainy season and the road maintenance work should be carried out.
Furthermore, as Kumar Vandaiyar mentioned, he requested that all the water bodies in
this area should be desilted and proper measures has to be taken to close the old mines,
and that employment opportunities should be provided to the local people. He concluded
by stating that he and his Tamil Perarasu Party, would register their strong opposition to

any mine expansion in this district, and then thanked everyone and took his leave.

Mr. Gopalakrishnan, Periyakurichi Village.

He stated that he is working as a permanent employee in the Chettinad Cement
factory and they are having the target of planting two to three lakh saplings annually in all
the mining areas. He mentioned that they are planting many saplings in all the mines and

around the factory to protect the environment. He also stated that to control pollution they
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are collecting the samples every six months once and expressed his full support for
establishing the limestone kankar quarry in Nakkampadi.

33. Mrs. Sivakumari, Ambedkar Nagar, Sendurai Village.

She stated that she needs drinking water facility for Ambedkar Nagar area and she
supports the quarry. '

34. Mrs. Sangeetha, Sendurai Village.
She told that in her old street for the ongoing construction work of the Mariamman

temple she requested to provide cement bags with painting.

35. Mrs. Mahalakshmi, Sendurai Village.

She stated that they are need of Drinking water facilities hence she supports this
quarry.

36. Mrs. Nithya Bhaskar, Sendurai Village.

She stated that they are need of Drinking water facilities hence she supports this
quarry.

37. Mrs. Kanagavalli, Unjini Village.

She expressed her support for this stone quarry and she thanked everyone and she
took her leave.

38. Mr. S. P. Palanivel, Srinivasapuram Village, Ariyalur Taluk & District.

He eonveyed his greetings to all the people, including the District Collector, who are
“heading and managing this Kankar mine, which is being operated through the Pollution
Control Board.

He stated that there might be minor drawbacks due to the establishment o_f this
Kankar mine. We must view it from a long-term perspective, He added that fo_r the
development of country and GDP are to increase, such mines are necessary, and
therefore, he supports the establishment of this mine. He extended his support to the

project and thanked everyone and departed.

39. Mr. Sehggttuvan. Variyankaval Village.

He stated that he has been working as a permanent employee at the Chettinad
Cement factory for fifteen years. He added that not only he, but also more than twelve
other individuals from llaiyur, Variyankaval, and Koriyampatti areas are employed there as
permanent staff. He-mentioned that many more people are still unemployed and requested
to give permanent jobs to them also. He then thanked and took his leave.

40. Mr. Ranjith, Ponparappi Village.

He stated that many people here have made numerous requests, and only a limited
number of educated young people from this area are being provided with employment
opportunities in Ariyalur. He requested to increase the number so that the educated youth

here can improve their livelihoods and avoid engaging in other undesirable activities.
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41.

Secondly, he respectfully requested the administration to establish a purified drinking
water plant in Sendurai for the benefit of the public. He further requested the Pollution
Control Board to find an alternative solution to prevent groundwater contamination and
concluded by stating that he was also making a request for tree planting.

Mr. Tamilselvan, Senakudikadu Village.

He stated that he is a lorry driver and he requested to provide the contract of this
mine to the Sendurai people. He said that they have incurred significant losses with their
lorries. He added that transport contracts should not be given to anyone else and they are
locally having the mining equipment and excavators. Hence he humbly requested the
District Collector that the outsiders should not be allowed to work here, and all the work in
the mine including watering the saplings, should be given only to the local people. He also

stated that he fully supports the establishment of this mine.

42. Mir. Murugesan, Social Activist, Kallankurichi Village.

He extended his greetings to everyone present at this public hearing meeting
organized by the Ariyalur District Administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, including the District Collector, the engineer, the plant's general manager, the
personnel manager, and representatives from all political parties and social activists.

He said that Chettinad Cement factory is currently planning to Start quarrying for
kankar at the proposed site for the limestone mine, and they welcome this. At the same
time, he stated that the Sendurai area is a very backward region, and requested to
arrange purified drinking water supply as they had made in the West and East
Srinivasapuram villages near Ariyalur, and requested to built a water purification plant in
East Srinivasapuram village, constructed community halls, built midday meal kitchens in
schools, provided road facilities in many villages, and are providing vocational training to
women in self-employment schemes, they should do the same in this backward area. He
requested to allocate the CSR funds to the respective panchayats within the Nakkampadi
village area, and further he requested to provide medical facilities and health insurance
through these CSR funds. He -added that Chettinad Cement is already providing
assistance to the people in that area, such as purified water, road facilities, and help for
poor children's education, and requested to extend these benefits to the people of this
region as well, to uplift the poor families. He concluded by thanking them for the
opportunity.

43. Mr.Selvakumar, Elankaicheri Village, Ex. Union Secretary, Pattali Makkal Katchi.

He stated that his request was there are two educated young people in each
household in Ariyalur district and they are going to Chennai, Coimbatore, and Madurai.
When asked what kind of work they do, they are saying that they are working as food
delivery drivers for Zomato and Swiggy. When asked why they are doing such jobs déspite
being educated, they say there are no jobs available, and they would only earn 8,000
rupees there, they earn up to 22,000 rupees here. He said that his suggestion to all the
cement companies is to jointly conduct a job fair specifically for Ariyalur district and recruit
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the people by conducting direct interviews, and give priority to those who have given their
land. He added th'at establishment of this kankar quarry is a secondary matter, and after
completing it they should plant saplings there. He also requested to take appropriate
measures to ensure that the lorries are covered with tarpaulins so as to prevent any

inconvenience or accidents to the public and with this request he concluded his speech.

44. Mr. Megarajan, Perumandi Village.

He expressed his gratitude and respects to all the comrades who have come here,
to the District Collector, and to everyone present who has come to protect the livelihood of
the people seated here. |

He stated that he was reiterating a point he had already madé, saying that the
same Chettinad company had told them near the electricity board office that they would
only'dig six, seven to ten feet deep, but they have dug much deeper. He said that the
company had promised to fulfill everything they said at the public hearing meeting, but
they haven't fulfilléd any of those promises so far. He clarified that they are not against to
the cement factories or the Chettinad companies, but their primary duty is to protect the
livelihoods and agriculture of the people, and this is the responsibility of the government,
the district collector, and the local representatives. He emphasized that they are not saying
that they don't want cement factories or they are against the company. He explained that
the people in this area depend solely on cashew cultivation; there are no other crops. He
mentioned that other areas and other districts have crops like paddy, maize, and cotton,
but the people in this area rely only on cashew cultivation. He stated that they are simply
speaking the truth about the water level decreasing if they dig 100 feet, 80-70 feet deep,
and that this is not out of opposition or malice towards anyone. He reiterated that they are
making this statement with the intention of protecting the people and ensuring everyone's
safety, and beyond that no other reason. He mentioned that the PRO of the Chettinad
company had told them not to protest when they were digging opposite to the electricity
board office, promising that they would only dig shallowly. However, he said that the PRO
did not keep his promise, and neither the water has been conserved nor have the basic
rights of any farmers been upheld. He stressed that mere words are not enough; anyone
can say anything, but implementing it is a huge task. He clarified that he wasn't saying that
everyone had jus't attended the public hearing meeting and spoken~ without any real
purpose, but everyone has a reSponsibiIity in this matter. He stated that there are 400 to
500 families residing in Royal City here, and they have built their houses just two feet
away from this mine, and their livelihoods have been destroyed as this land was acquired
and houses were built for 20-30 lakhs. He questioned how they could extract the stone
without harming them, and mentioned that it would cause breathing difficulties, lung
damage, disruption of people's livelihoods, inability to dry clothes, inability to store water,
and inability to sleep at night. He said that they are making a request to the Chettinad
company and the District Collector to address this issue and requested to alter it by

considering the situation and welfare of the people's livelihoods. He added that they are
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45,

not saying that it shouldn't be established anywhere else, and that no one here has a
mindset of being against it. He stated that it is the duty of the government and its
representatives to protect the people first, and he is making a request to the District
Collector on behalf of the people, mentioning that Royal City is only 200-300 meters away
from here, which the District Collector is aware of, and they believe he would be pleased if
he visited the area once. He also mentioned that a vegetable market is being set up at the
Sendurai bus stand, where there isn't even enough space for buses to turn around. He
stated that his opinion is that the government should pay attention to this, acquire this land
from the company, and use it for any other purposes such as education, a college, a
hospital, or other public uses, thus he registered his opinion,‘ but the government must
make the final decision. He clarified that they are not saying that they don't want Chettinad
or the company at all; he is simply registering his opinion that having it in this area would

be an injustice to the people, and concluded by thanking everyone and took his leave.

Mrs. Vaidegqi, Srinivasapuram Village, Ariyalur Taluk, Ariyalur District.

46.

She stated that she supports the Chettinad Cement quarry project because, during
the public hearing meeting held last time in Kallankurichi, they had requested a water
treatmént plant for their village. She added that, accordingly, the company had installed a
water treatment plant in their village even before starting the quarry operations, and many
people in her village are benefiting from it. She further stated that if this limestone quarry is
established in Sendurai, the company will also obtain the pro'fitA significantly and the
surrounding villages will get benefit as well. She concluded by expressing her gratitude

and took her leave.

Mrs. Kalaiselvi, Srinivaspuram Village, Arivalur Taluk, Ariyalur District.

47.

She stated that they had presented many suggestions at the public hearing meeting
held in Kallankurichi, and they had establishéd a water treatment plant for her village and
for West and East Srinivaspuram. She mentioned that seventy percent of the youth in her
village is working at the cement factory, which provides them with enhanced livelihoods
and employment opportunities that the government cannot provide. She also stated that
her husband works at the cement factory, and her family can avail the medical expenses
up to two lakh rupees per year through the government's Employees' State Insurance
(ESI) scheme, which covers the medical expenses of their children and families.

Therefore, she expressed her support for the Chettinad Cement factory.

Mrs.Kavivanya, Ninniyur Village.

She stated that the quarry expansion is located only about 200 meters from
Ninniyur village, and if this quarry is expanded, the water supply in Ninniyur village will
decrease, agriculture will be severely affected, and the water flowing from there comes
from the nearby Sirukadambur village. She added that if a quarry is dug in that area, all
the rainwater will flow into the quarry's pit, and their irrigation tank will not receive any
water." She expressed her concern that lot of people’s are getting affected and creates

kidney stones due to this water, saying, "Try drinking this water for a day; see how many
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people have kidney stones due to drinking of this water." She questioned why everyone is
asking for employment, and whether it is because of the lack of job opportunities here that
everyone has gone abroad. She mentioned that almost 60 percent of the people from her

village are living abroad, and that is why they, the women, have come to speak. She

stated that none of them support this quarry expansion.

48. Mrs.Priya, Ninniyur Village.

She said that if they start a stone quarry and they begins to extract the stones, the
water supply to her village will be cut off, and no water will flow from the source then they
will not be able to farm, and farming is essential to sustain everyone; food production
depends on agriculture. She added that everyone should come and drink the water in her
village, Ninniyur; it is mostly lime, and three-quarters of the people have kidney stone
problems. Therefore, she humbly requested to support for us.

49. Mr. Pichaippillai (a) Puthiyavan, Social Activist, Pilichikuzhi Village.

He stated, "The world cannot exist without water - Valluvar, | grieved whenever |
saw withered crops --Vallalar, Alas, what sin did my people commit? They are enslaved
despite having knowledge. The noble people those who dedicate their education, wealth,
valbur_, and fame who dedicate themselves to this society for these people are considered
to be as the great men of this world." My sister spoke about employment opportunities, but
sir, our employment is agriculture, ‘and there-is no greater employment than that. He
further stéted that in another 25 centuries, Ariyalur district will not exist on the
geographical map, and this is a historical record, so write it down. Authority is not
something that can be bought like mustard seeds in a shop; social justice is a right that
every individual fights for and obtains, said R. Puthiyavan. He said, "Alas, yesterday's
students are today's officers, and tomorrow's officers are today's students," and added that
they are not against Chettinad Cement extracting resources from this land, but their
resources must be protected. Only if water resources, land resources, sbil resources, and
natural resources are protected then only the next generation will be safe. He specifically
mentioned that in Ariyalur district, in Reddipallayam village, there is a 25 to 30 percent
prevalence of kidney failure and kidney stone problems, which is a global and Indian
historical record, as my sister mentioned. What sin have we committed? All we are living in
this Ariyalur district. Thanjavur district has been devastated by the impact on agriculture.
For our people, the only sourcés of employment are agriculture and livestock farming. We
don't even have land for our women and children to grazé livestock or to play, because all
of this land is going to be dug up. Therefore, | humbly request the District Collector and the
higher officials, on behalf of my people who revere this land, to please find a way to
protect our land and our people. | state that the contribution of all of you is needed for the
growth of the present generation and the security of the future generation. Regarding the
land which was given to Chettinad Cement, there is Panchami land there; what has the
Tamil Nadu government done about it? There is government wasteland: what has the

Tamil Nadu government done about it? There are temple lands in this area: what has the
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50.

-

Tamil Nadu government done about it? He questioned what the Tamil Nadu government is
doing and stated that the time to ask these questions is not far away. Speaking as the
District Secretary of the Tamil Nadu Weakened Farmers' Association, he concluded his
speech, expressing his gratitude and took his leave.

Mr. M. Jayaseelan, Chennivanam Village.

51.

He stated that he supports the limekankar quarry. He requested that employment
opportunities should be created for the educated youth in his area and requested to

provide drinking water facilities. He then thanked everyone and departed.

Mr.Rajarajan, Rayampuram Village.

52,

He stated that he has been working as a permanent employee at Chettinad Cement
for the past 15 years, and his colleagues is also working there. He added that his friends
from Ponparappi, Variyankaval, Kallankurichi, and Periyakurichi are benefiting due to this
employment, and therefore, they are supporting the establishment of the quarry in

Nakkampadi village.

Mrs. Ranjitha, Ninniyur Village.

53.

She said that her own village is being affected first, so she opposed this quarry.

Mr. S.M. Chandrasekar, Ariyalur.

He conveyed his greetings to everyone present, including the District Collector, who
is the chairman of this meeting, the engineer and environmental officer conducting this
event, the respected elders who are present for the welfare of the village, and the factory

management.

He stated that he only wanted to say two things, they had all come to this meeting
to provide their opinions regarding the quarrying of limestone in Nakkampadi village. He
said that they were here to understand what the general public expects, especially since
the women who spoke earlier had pointed out that the entire water supply would be
affected. He requested that the factory management has to take this into consideration. He
said that they trust the company and requested to either build a bridge or lay pipes to
ensure the water flows to the other side, and they will address the people's concerns by
ensuring the safety of this work. He also mentioned the issue of limestone in the drinking
water is true. He said that to address this, they have provided water purification systems to
the panchayat school in Ninniyur village, where their children study, and also to
Athigudikadu village. Similarly, they have provided water purificatioh systems to the school
in Nakkampadi village, where the quarry is located, and also to areas like Unjini village
and Sendurai. He made one more earnest request: that a water purification system has to
be installed for public use in the Unijini area. He requested the District Collector to provide
a written note when issuing this order. Furthermore, he asked the factory management,
which has already provided these services, to do one more thing: he said that there are
many educated young people in their area who are unemployed. He mentioned that when

these educated people ask for jobs, they are told that they don't have the right
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54,

qualifications. He urged the company not to do this, but instead to take their people on as
apprentices, train them for the necessary roles within the factory, and then employ them.
He emphasized that this is a factory run by Tamilians, and therefore they should prosper

and help the Tamil people. He concluded by thanking everyone for the opportunity and
took his leave.

Mrs. Jebakani, Environmental ActivisLTiruhelveIi.

55.

She extended her warm greetings to the respected District Collector, the
Environmental Engineer, the officials, friends, and all the local residents who have

attended the public hearing meeting.

She said that our Chettinad Cement factory is a company that has won awards at
both the national and state levels and is well-known in Tamil Nadu. This cement is used in
many buildings. Similarly, other by-products from this factory are also used by the people.
She stated that the lung problems and breathing difficulties mentioned depend on the
prevailing conditions, and that is why the factory managerhent, following the instructions of
the Environmental Board and they are planting the trees. She mentioned that the trees
being planted are neem, pongamia, and banyan trees, which release a lot of oxygen.
When humans, animals, or birds breathe this oxygenated air, there will be no problems
whatsoever, this is the truth, she said. She added that we must also ensure that we do not
harm the environment and we should protect ourselves. She said that this company
provides many job opportunities for both educated and uneducated youth. Educated youth
are often seen fiddling with their cell phones because they can't find jobs and this
company provides them with employment. Uneducated youth are also given job
opportunities by this company. She also mentioned that they are organising many medical
camps and provide numerous facilities. The company provides basic amenities such as
roads, drinking water, and even mineral water. She concluded by expressing her wish for

the company to grow further and thanked everyone and took leave.

(When a member of the public raised a question to her, the District Collector
instructed that everyone can register their opinions at the public hearing meeting and

therefore, she did not need to answer to that person and advised him to register his
opinion). ‘

Mr. Senthil, Drav_idar Kazhagam, Viluppanankurichi - Maruvathur Village.

He said that they know that such events are merely symbolic, and they have
participated in many such events, and it is a well-known fact that preventing this is
questionable. However, he said that as if to atone for the sin, the people in this area,
including those in the surrounding areas of Edaikalambur, Nakkampadi, Maruvathur,
Viluppanankurichi, Nallampalayam, and Sendurai, which are centered around this issue,
are going to be severely affected. He stated that at the very least, the District Collector, at
his instigation, would emphasize and grant permission for projects such as providing
purified drinking water for public use and purified drinking water for school children; it
would be more beneficial to these people.
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He stated that rather than merely gathering a large number of people and holding
this event nominally, they were aware of the question of whether this project could be
stopped, and they had participated in many such events. He added that if the district
administration grants permission to the factory management after designing at least a
minimum action plan, such as providing employment to the people who have lost their
land, then the district and its people would appreciate them. He emphasized that if the
government grants permission without providing minimal assistance then it will become
questionable. Hence the local people are severely affected by drinking lime-contaminated

water at least a strong guarantee should be given to provide purified drinking water facility

~ to the public in every village and school. He then thanked the Collector for the opportunity

56.

and took his leave.

Mr. Manivel, Chairman, Environmental Protection Committee, Ariyalur.

57.

He stated that they are having no objection to the current quarrying operation (or
rather, the extraction of stream pebbles), provided that it does not cause any harm to the
people or livestock and it does not negatively impact the environment in any way, and it
does not disturb the nature. He added a personal request, mentioning that forty years ago,
he had a kidney stone problem while he was in Ariyalur, and it cost him one lakh rupees in
medical expenses. Following that, he spent fifteen thousand rupees to install a water
purification system at home. He said that neither the government nor private companies
can provide those facilities; the public should understand the costs involved in going to the
hospital and keeping in mind about the financial means they themselves should take

necessary precautions. He concluded by expressing his gratitude and took his leave.

Mr. K. Desinqu, Tamil Nadu Distressed Farmers Association, Ariyalur District,

Solankurichi Village.

He conveyed his greetings to the District Collector and the Pollution Control Board

Engineer.

He stated that Chettinad Cement is a very large company. This company has taken
advantage of the fact that Ariyalur district has the largest area of cement deposits in Tamil
Nadu, and in the past, they have bought up the land at extremely very low prices,
particularly in villages like Kattuppiringiyam, where the cement factories were initially
located. He mentioned that this was formerly Dalmia Cement, and for the past 20-25
years, the entire Ariyalur district has been affected. They have discovered that the
limestone deposits are extending up to Sendurai. He explained that a farmer's life is based
on his land, and Ariyalur district is a drought-prone district with no perennial rivers that flow
throughout the year. Therefore, the farmers are suffering. He stated that the Chettinad
Cement Company has buyed those land from these farmers, who cultivate crops like
maize, millet and ragi depending on the monsoon rains, at extremely low p‘rices. He
demanded that the government should disclose how much limestone is present in the one
acre of land, so that the farmers can understand it. He said that the farmers should know

how many thousands of tons of limestone are present, what the price per ton is, and what
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the total value of one acre of land is if it contains a lakh tons of limestone. He told that
these farmers are landless and working as daily wage labourers at there. He further stated
that the government should determine the price of the land. He argued that the
government should determine the percentage of the income that the company earns from
the land acquired from a farmer for long-term purposes, and certain percentage of that
income should be given to the farmer. He urged the public to understand this and calculate
it themselves. He inquired about the depth 6f mining operations, stating that in the
northern states, they dig 2500 feet deep and it was called as Soft Mines, while in Neyveli,
they use Open Cast Mines, digging 300 feet deep, and asked about the permitted depth
for mining in this area. He clarified that this is a quarry, and quarries are only supposed to
be dug to a depth of 40 feet, and they should find out how deep they are actually digging
in this area. He mentioned that in Kattuppiringiyam, they have dug to a depth of
approximately 60 to 100 feet, and it was covered with rock from the surface level. He
asked if there are any regulations for the government cement quarry. He stated that if they
dig a hundred feet deep in their village, the water resources will be affected, and as
everyone has said, the water resources will definitely be impacted. He further stated that if
the government continues to support this, the livelihoods of these pebple must be secured.
Speaking for himself and the association he belongs to, he questioned Why the Chettinad
Cement company shouldn't build'a medical college here, and he suggested why they
shouldn't provide MBBS seats to the children of those who gave up their land, based on
their educational background? Why shouldn't they build a technical college? Why not an
Engineering College? they can build any one. He questioned whether planting ten trees in
a village would ensure a disease-free life for the people. That is our question, he said. He
asked how many trees they have planted, or whether the government should formulate
guidelines for this. He stated that for every ton of limestone extraction, a hundred trees
should be planted'throughout the district, and the Nakkampadi and Sendurai are not only
affecfed, but due to the mining operations it will affect up to an area of a hundred
kilometers. He said that the Pollution Control Board must be aware of this, and based on
this, the Chettinad company should create more employment opportunities and they
should implement and follow the rules and regulations. He stated that by asking ten people
to express support and ten people to express opposition does not constitute a proper
hearing process, and the government should go to each village and clarify the extent of
the impact to the people. He stated that it is his association's opinion that within the next
fifty years, there will be no land left for residential purposes in the entire Ariyalur district,
and requested the government has to make a sound decision based on this and thanked
for the opportunity and took his leave.

58. Mr. Subramani, Periyakurichi Village.

He stated that they are providing support to the Chettinad mine.
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59.

Mr. R. Chithambalam, CITU, President, Ariyalur and Perambalur District Cement

60.

Factory and Mining Workers Union.

He stated that although there are seven cement factorieé, the Chettinad Cement
factory pays the highest bonus amount of Rs. 1,07,000 to its permanent workers, while
other cement factories, including the government-owned cement factory which pays 20
percent and 10 percent this year, and others are paying as Rs. 40,000 and Rs. 50,000.
Therefore, he supports this scheme to ensure that the livelihoods of 'these workers are not
affected. He further added that even contract workers under this scheme are being given
bonus and Pongal gifts, and requested them to provide given one month's saléry.
Similarly, he requested that the drivers and security guards working in the factory have
also to be provide with the bonus, and the funds for this has to be allocated to the
contractors. He also requested that the arrangements have to be made to pay the contract
workers and drivers salaries according to the recommendations of the Cement Wage

Board and the existing agreements. He concluded by thanking for the opportunity.

Mr. Neethi, Maruvathur Village.

61.

He extended his greetings to the District Collector.

He stated that while everyone had made various requests, his request was that
since there are approximately 9-11 cement factories in Ariyalur district, all these cement
factories should adopt one village each year and fulfill all the needs of that village. He
requested that they should provide employment to the educated and unemployed youth in
those villages based on their qualifications. He also requested that priority has to be given
to the lorry owners in Ariyalur district. He stated that his request was they do not need any
freebies such as water, purified drinking water, cement, or buildings. He told that the
cement factories has to first examine the certificates of the educated youth, adopt each
village, conduct interviews, and provide employment to everyone, then they will earn an
income and with that income they themselves will buy and use what they need. He

concluded his speech with this statement.

Mr. R. Shankar, State President, LAADO India Organization, Ariyalur.

He extended his greetings to everyone present at today's public hearing meeting
regarding the proposed limestone quarrying by Chettinad Cement in the Sendurai area,
which is being conducted by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board. This included the
District Collector, Sub-Collector, Tahsildar, Village Administrative Officers, farmers,

villagers, media personnel, and police officers.

He stated that Ariyalur district is currently known as a backward district, and it is a
well-known fact that agriculture and industry are crucial for a country'.s developmeht.
Based on this, both the state and central governments are prioritizing and attracting the
investments of thousands of crores from various countries to establish the industries in
Tamil Nadu and India. He also mentioned that both the state and central governments are
giving importance to agriculture and continuously announcing various schemes to protect

small and marginal farmers. He further stated that, looking at the global scenario, there is
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no doubt that many countries are becoming dark cOntinénts because 91 types of metals
and minerals are being extracted in approximately 202 countries. He highlighted that
countries like China, Russia, and Japan are extracting various metals such as gold,
diamonds, and platinum with the noble objective of ensuring their countries progress and
become superpowers, and to keep their people prosperous. Similarly, the Indian
government is also establishing various industries here with the sole aim of making India a
superpower, and he expressed his gratitude to both governments for this. To the District
Collector he informed that the Sendurai area is one of the most backward regions in our
district, and the Chettinad Cement factory management after requesting and obtaining
permission from the state and central governments through letters for the extraction of
limestone and they are continuously conducting the public hearing meetings, three times
in the past month. It was stated th—at at these hearing meeting, the Global company has
presented the project report very effectively, clearly by outlining how the environment
would be affected, the facilities to mitigate the impact, the impact on men and women, air
quality, water quality, noise levels, vehicular traffic, the amount of CSR funding, and the
number of direct and indirect jobs to be created and expressed his congratulations to the
Creative company for their comprehensive project report. He told to the District Collector
that the requests of the public who conveyed the grievance were all the same: they
wanted basic amenities, medical facilities, and employment opportunities. Although this is
a small mine, they have stated that it will provide direct employment to 10 people and
indirect employment to 50. He requested that these jobs should be given to both educated
and uneducated people from this area, and all contract work should also be given to the
local people. He further requested that the Chettinad Multispeciality Hospital should set up
medical camps to provide continuous medical treatment to the affected people and it must
operate on a rotational basis. He also mentioned that they have promised to plant
approximately 6000-7000 saplings to prevent environmental pollution in the area, but
stated that this is insufficient. He requested that more saplings have to be planted and
requested to take necessary action to immediately close the abandoned mines in that
area. He urged the District Collector and the Environmental Engineer to ensure that these
abandoned mines are transformed into green farms, farm ponds, and mini-forests to
improve the lives of the people of this district and this region. He concluded by expressing
his gratitude and took his leave.

62. Mr. Ambedkar, Royal City Nagar, Sendurai Village.

He stated that since this stone quarry is located in the vicinity of their area and the
qua}ry is situated to the north of his marriage hall and the 2-acre plot, their area will be
severely affected. He therefore registered his objection to the establishment of this stone
quarry.

63. Mr. Karthikumar, Keezhapazhuvur Village, Ariyalur Taluk & District.

Through this ongoing public hearing, it has come to our attention that the Old

Nakkampadi limestone mine, located near the proposed area for this public hearing, has
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been operating in violation of EC (Environmental Clearance) rules, and its quarry permit
has been suspended. He requested that this should be taken into consideration. He stated
that the neighboring quarry in this proposed area, the Old Nakkampadi mine, has been
found to have violated the EC conditions by the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, and
the Green Tribunal has imposed a fine of Rs. 1,00,000 and he heard that the appeal filed
by the management was dismissed. He also stated that the fine has not yet been paid,
and that the management has disregarded the Green Tribunal's order and has not paid the
fine till date. He told that since they were already in violation, therefore he requested the
Pollution Control Board to take into consideration before granting the permission for a new
quarry. He mentioned that they have already own approximately 17 quarries in Ariyalur
district alone, and one of the most important ones is the Karuppur Senapéthi mine near his
village. He concluded his statement by saying that he would submit his concerns in writing
to the District Collector and requested the District Collector that the previous meeting the
submitted letters were only mentioned as the letter is attached but at present he requested
to include the statement as given in the written petition. He then handed over the written
petition to the District Collector. (He requested that the essence of this petition should be
included herewith). |

64. Mr. S. K. Rajendran, Dr. Ambedkar Nagar, Sendurai Village.

He expressed his full support for the establishment of this stone quarry. As part of
his request, he stated that Sendurai Ambedkar Nagar in the Sendurai Union is a very large
area, but it was lacks in having proper road facilities and a pathway to the crematorium.
He also mentioned that most of the families in his area suffer from kidney stone problems,
and when they go to the medical college hospital, there is no kidney specialist
(Nephrologist) available. He told the situatidn as to going to a shop that has no one goes
for tea, and requested the District Collector to take this into consideration and immediately
appoint a kidney specialist to the medical college hospital. He emphasized that people in
this district are suffering due to stones (in the kidneys) and contaminated drinking water,
and therefore, the presence of a kidney specialist is crucial. He reiterated that there is a
medical college without a kidney specialist and requested the District Collector to address -
this issue. He concluded by expressing his full support for the company and thanked

everyone before leaving.

65. Mr. Satheeshkumar, District Deputy Organizer, Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi,

Unjini Village,

He stated that this public hearing is being heid for the purpose of establishing a
quarry for the Chettinad factory, and many have expressed their support at this hearing,
some have given conditional support, which he welcomed. He said that the people living in
this area are predominantly from marginalized communities, and he requested that the
factory management should give contracts to the local truck owners from this region. He
pointed out that contracts have been given to truck owners from other districts, and

instead, the factory management should give contracts to the local people and provide
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employment opportunities to the youth. He mentioned that the road used by the trucks
becomes muddy and slushy during the rainy season, and the mud should be cleared with
water after the rain stops. bHe added thét pregnant women'’s are suffering due to many
difficulties like falling from vehicles when the brakes are applied, due to the poor road
conditions. He also stated that the previously mined quarries have not yet been filled with
soil, and requested to fill and to plant saplings on them. He concluded by expressing his
full support for the management and thanked them before leaving.

66. Mr. Prabhakaran, Anganur Village.

He stated that in terms of employment priority, hundred percentage of the jobs
should be given to the sons of this soil, whatever whether it is a contract or regular
employment there are efficient and qualified workers are available here, and therefore,
both contracts and employment opportunities should be entirely given to thé people of this
region. He reiterated this request and expressed his full support for the project, before
thanking everyone and took his leave.

67. Mr. Manoj Prabhakaran, Maruvathur Village.

He stated that there are approximately 38 panchayats in this Sendurai union, and
within these 38 panchayats, there are 100 villages, and the people living here are Dalits
and from the most backward. communities. He mentioned that all the young people here
are graduates and they are working ih Koyambedu, the Koyambedu market complex, and
the surrounding areas of Chennai, but they do not have any proper employment
opportunities. He mentioned that there are at least 10 young people who are degree
holder’s i.e. educated persons from each village. So he requested to provide employment
opportunities to them. He said that all the people from our area were at Chennai for
searching for jobs. But here the entire established working administration consists of
people’s from districts and other states. He stated that in this Chettinad administration,
employment oppoﬁunities should be fully provided to the 'people and youth of our area. He
requested to provide employment opportunities to the youth and he told that this was the
sole reason to support this project.

68. Mr. Manivannan, Tamil National Security Movement, Paranam Village.

He stated that there are seven cement factories in Ariyalur district, and the smoke
emitted by these seven cement factories has rendered the soil infertile. He mentioned that
two months ago, the soil was tested by the soil fertility department and they mentioned
that the seeds are failing to germinate in all the lands of that village, and till date no
solution has been 'provided. Similarly, he questioned whether it was possible to prove with
evidence which of the people who expressed support for the Chettinad Cement company
were from Nakkampadi village, and asserted that the truth is that not a single person
among them was from Nakkampadi village. He stated that these individuals were brought
in from the surrounding areas by the Chettinad Cement company and political figures, and
he challenged them that if you promise that only the youth of Nakkampadi village would

receive the employment opportunity and all the contracts would be given only to the

25



people of Nakkampadi village, and see this public hearing would not proceed. He further
stated that when the Chettinad Cement company acquired land for mining in Nakkampadi
village, there were no residential areas there, but now there are more than four hundred
houses. He added that 166 mines have already been dug in Ariyalur district, with that 70 of
them were specifically for private companies, and questioned how many of these mines
have been closed so far. He also asked how many trees have been planted in those mines
to create a green cover. He mentioned that if you look at the accident statistics, there is an
accident every day, from Udayarpalayam to Ariyalur, from Ariyalur to Perambalur, and
from Perambalur to Trichy, due to heavy vehicles. He stated that newborn children are
getting affected due to cancer and kidney failure, this is attributed due to air pollution. He
requested that by keeping in mind of these people and around 12 lakh people’s were living
in Ariyalur district and 6000 crore living organisms was inhabit in this area. Hence he
requested to investigate to determine whether a private company is more importént than
these people. He stated that two years have passed since the seeds were destroyed, and
the district administration has not taken any notice until now. He said that everyone is
asking for drinking water facilities and temples, but the government is there to provide
drinking water facilities. He mentioned that the water level in Ariyalur has gone down to
below 900 feet and asked what the reason is for this. He urged the District Collector to
conduct an inspection at around seven in the morning. He said that everyone is standing
behind water tankers with their pots, waiting for drinking water. He questioned that for
drinking purpose how many people this cement company can provide the mineral water,
and for how many people they can provide the livelihood. He alleged that these companies
are operating with the intention of taking revenge on the younger generation and
destroying Ariyalur district. He said that if soil is not available here, they can bring the soll
from other districts, but after losing their livelihood of 12 lakh people’s they cannot go as
refugees to other places. He mentioned that there is an Aditya Birla school, and the fee for
a child studying in the first grade is 60-70 thousand rupees. He asked that if they could
provide statistics régarding how many young people from Ariyalur district were employed
in the seven factories which are operating here. He stated that according to their data, 422
trees are needed for one person to breathe in India, but there are not even 22 trees per
person, expressing his anguish. He said that every forest is being destroyed; every
mountain is being cut down, and asked if this is happening without the knowledge of the
health department. He concluded that this public hearing meeting is being conducted
merely as a formality. He reiterated that they have been highlighting this issue in évery
meeting and the land is meant for the people to live on. He urged them to investigate and
see how many people from Nakkampadi village had supported this Chettinad Cement
company and he requested to verify the information in the register which was recorded.
Sincer they were all brought from outside area. He mentioned that laying of a tar road is the
duty of the government or the duty of village panchayat president and he questioned that
how it was fair for a cement factory to be responsible for building a tar road or constructing

a temple which had come from elsewhere. He stated that the government has a duty to
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provide education, healthcare, and employment; and the government should focus on
fulfilling these primary responsibilities. He requested that the District Collector and the
officials of the Pollution Control Board to investigate the accidents and illnesses caused by

these factories, and then concluded his speech with thanks.

69. Mr. Thanga. Dharmarajan, President, Cauvery Delta Farmer’s Irrigation Association,
Thuthur Village.

On behalf of his association, he extended his greetings to the District Collector and
the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board Engineer who are presiding over this public
hearing meeting, and to all the local residents, farmers, representatives of farmer’s

associations, and political leaders of all parties who have attended.

A woman here spoke clearly, stating that agriculture is the backbone of the country,
but this mining activity is harming agriculture. She mentioned that when they dig 60 or 70
feet deep, it affects the farmers. He said that earlier, water was available at a depth of 40
feet, but now borewells have to be dug to a depth of at least 300 feet in every house, and
this situation has arisen because of these limestone mines. However, he said that the
kankar (limestone) currently being extracted by the Chettinad company is only about two .
or three meters deep, a maximum of 10 feet, because if they go deeper, the farmers will
be affected, and as our sister mentioned, the irrigation canals supplying water to the
village will be damaged. He urged the management to investigate all these issues. He
requested that thé Chettinad Cement factory management to identify all the irrigation
canals in the village and ensure that their project does not harm them and that water is
supplied to the old lakes. He also mentioned that every month they request to the District
Collector is that every cement factory should pump water from the irrigation canals in the
area to the village lakes, which would benefit the farmers and raise the groundwater level,
but no company has come forward to implement this. Therefore, he said that the Chettinad
company is a good management that is doing a lot of public service, and that Sendurai
and Andimadam areas in Ariyalur district are very backward villages, not developed ones.
Only a four-lane ‘road Has beén built, and that too has been constructed for these
companies, to facilitate the movement of trucks to thye cement factories. In every hearing
meeting, | have been stating that the lakes were dug during the time of the Chola kings,
monarchs, and zamindars, and the pit you are currently digging in Nakkampadi village,
which is approximately 47-50 acres in size (18.20 hectares), will be beneficial to that
village. He suggested to pump the water from the nearby quarry to fill it, which would help
the livestock. He also mentioned that farmers cannot use the quarry which you are digging
and he requested to fill the existing lakes with water. When listening to the demands of the
people in this area, he noted that they are facing kidney stone problems due to water
scarcity, and this is a livelihood issue for every individual. Therefore, he requested that the
company should adopt the villages within a 4-5 kilometer radius and provide good quality,
purified drinking water. He said that this project would be remembered forever, and the
people of the area will bless the Chettinad Cement company for it. He added that if it is
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done only for the school, then the school children only will be benefited. Hence this project
shoukld be implemented for the general public as well. He requested to set up a quality
system in one location in a village and he suggest to hand over its maintenance to the
panchayat, if people drank purified water there would be no health problems. He also
requested that road fécilities be provided wherever needed in the village, especially to the
agricultural lands, to protect agriculture. Because they gave you half of the land, and they
gave it at a low price, but now it's worth thirty lakh rupees. Therefore, even if the
government neglects these farmers, you (the factory management) should identify them
and build roads so that vehicles can pass through. You must improve the living standards
of the people within this five-kilometer radius. So, you must implement all these projects.
Those who spoke earlier said that you haven't fulfilled your promise like a politician, and
that reputation shouldn't be associated with the Chettinad management, because it is a
good management, and your MD belongs to the Chettinad Raja traditioh. Therefore, fulfill

the promises you made; don't consider profit or loss in this matter.

Therefore, their demand is for employment opportunities. In the past, the
uneducated people have given their land to you by signing with their thumbprints. Find
educated young men from those families, those who haVen't gone abroad or secured
government jobs, and provide them with some kind of employment through this project.
There is a demand that priority should be given to those who gave their land and to the
people of this area. He said that this project should be implemented without causing any
harm to the farmers and the general public, especially keeping in mind the welfare of the
farmers. Many people say that all the farmers' associations are supporting the company,
but that is wrong. We are the ones who oppose such things, but this project involves the
creation of a lake, and there is a possibility that this lake will increase the groundwater
level in Nakkampadi village. We must understand this, he said. However, if it were a forty-
foot deep mine, we would definitely oppose it. This is being dug to a depth of ten feet, like
the lakes dug by kings in ancient times. He requested the Chettinad management to
implement good projects by creating a deep lake to store water, ensuring that farmers and
the general public are not affected. He said that our Dis;trict Collector is well-versed in
agriculture and has experience in farming, so he should monitor this project. Even last
week, some people said that although they claimed it wouldn't be deep, they are indeed
digging deeply, and they have dug deeply even in the quarry in front of the EB Office.
There is such a false claim. Therefore, this should be monitored as long as the District
Collector is here and government officials should also monitor it. He stated that he is
giving his association's support to this project, ensuring that excessive depth is not dug,
keeping in mind the welfare of the farmers and the general public. He concluded by
thanking for the opportunity.

‘ 70. Mr. Ranjithkuma_r. Nakkampadi Village.

He stated that this hearing meeting was about Nakkampadi village and extended

his greetings to the District Collector and the District Environmental Engineer who were
presiding over the meeting.
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Several people spoke here, emphasizihg the need to protect agricultural lands
without causing any damage. He questioned how it's possible to avoid damage if
agricultural lands are acquired, by asking, "They are taking the land, and yet they say to
| take it without causing any damage? How is that possible?" He added that they initially
mentioned 18 acres, but it will become 50 acres tomorrow. He stated that so far, 50,000
acres have been acquired in the Ariyalur district. Referring to a person named Balasingam
in the audience, he asked him if he knew how many acres were acquired when the project
started in Thamaraipundi and how many ha;ve been acquired now. He mentioned that in
the 1990s, under the leadership of Thamarai Selvan, his elder brother and other Tamil
activists staged a protest because of the usage of explosive it blasts and it struck the
doors of houses. He questioned whether this incident and the protest actually happened or
not? He said that Thamaraipundi used to yield a large groundnut crop, but now there is no
groundnut cultivation at all, and there is no agricultural land left in Thamaraipundi. He
questioned they are providing "safe agriculture," and they are expecting the people to give
up their land safely and we will be safe. He argued that if you give up your land, there is no
safety, so how can agriculture continue there? He criticized the farmers' association for
speaking in this manner without any proper understanding of the situation.

To the District Environmental Engineer he told that, as she knows, the levels of CO;
and SO, in Ariyalur district are the second highest in the world, after Delhi. He asked what
kind of pollution this would cause, stating that water bodies would be polluted,
groundwater would become infertile, and their children would suffer from coughs and
colds. He questioned how they could get clean water and breathable air if the water level
drops below 150 feet. He asked if they knew how many thousan'ds of éaplings had been
planted and protected so far. He said that trees would be plahted only nominally, and after
they leave, the trees would be eaten by goats and cattle. He stated that no one in this
district has done as much as actor Vivek did in planting and protecting trees. He
mentioned that the mining is taking place in Nakkampadi village, and he belongs to the
Nakkampadi Panchayat, which includes Ninnaiyur village, and the people of these two
villages are the ones affected by this issue. Speaking as a member of that village, he
questioned that did the company provides medical expenses for all 10,000 people in that
village? He questioned whether they would provide compensation to any affected person
and immediately give them insurance. Would they provide their data? He asked whether
the Chettinad Cement will provide data regarding how many people they have protected in
Avriyalur district so far. He also asked if they could provide this data for the people of
Nakkampadi and Ninnaiyur villages in Ariyalur district. He questioned if they could provide
data regarding how many thousands of trees they have planted and protected, and how
many thousands of canals they have dug. He asked them to look at Neyveli Lignite
Corporation and the kind of sports grounds they have built. He stated that this project,
which currently covers 18.20 acres, will expand to 50 acres tomorrow, and the day after
the entire villages of Nakkampadi and Ninniyur will bease to exist. He added that the

explosives they are using would affect his house, forcing him to vacate his family and
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move to another town. He further said that people from North India would come and will
live here, and therefore this project is a grave sin and a massive pitfall against the people.

He concluded by expressing his strong opposition to the project and then departed.

71. Mr. Veeramuthu, Social Activist, Pilichikuzhi Village.

He questioned that the public hearing meeting organized by the Ariyalur District
Administration and the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, asking them to show him even
one project in Tamil Nadu where such a public hearing meeting was held, and the project
was subsequently abandoned due to public opposition. He stated that everyone knows
this is mere eyewash, and they would not consider the objections raised by the people,
regardless of the number of people who object. He added that they would accept the
project only if the authorities provided data supporting it. He mentioned that many people
had spoken here, quoting the saying, "The world cannot exist without water," and
emphasized that it is pure water that is essential for the world to exist, for the livelihood of
the people, and for their survival. He stated that no one can live in Ariyalur district without
pure water. He pointed out that Ariyalur district has the highest number of cement factories
in Tamil Nadu and utilizes the largest area of land for this purpose. He questioned who
benefits from this, Stating that only the corporate companies and a few individuals who
support them will be benefited, and the general public does not benefit at all. He asserted
that none of their struggles, even if this hearing meeting were a meaningful event, would
end with them, but would continue for future generations, until the very.end of humanity's
existence. In such a situation, focusing only on the present would certainly will not benefit

the people, and their future generations would undoubtedly be affected.

He stated that numerous research reports, which can be found in our newspapers
and on television, and for which he was providing the evidence, indicate that the drinking
water in Ariyalur district contains lime and limestone. He further stated that this
contaminated watér is causing lung and liver problems for those who drink it, and that
Ariyalur district is consequently a district with a high incidence of illness. Hye registered this
concern in the presence of the District Collector and requested to take into consideration.
He added that there are already sufficient factories and quarries in the area, and therefore,
no further permits should be granted. He emphasized that in this building only certain
number of people can accommodate comfortably, beyond which bvercrowding leads to
discomfort and problems, similarly, there are already enough quarries and factories
occupying sufficient land. Therefore, he requested that no further permits be granted for
any quarries or cement factories in Ariyalur district. He concluded by stating that he

completely opposes this project and thanked everyone and took his leave.

72. Mr. V. Sekar, District Secretary, People's Power Federation.

He stated that Ariyalur district is already a drought-prone district, and half of the
people here have spoken in support of this project, they are currently only talking about
their own lives, but they are not even considering what will happen to the lives of our

children in the future, and that there is a great danger. He asked them to go and see all
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the quarries which were taken over by all the factories were properly closed. Next, he said
that agriculture will be completely destroyed, and we will not be able to live, as agriculture
is what we depend on for food. He added that agriculture is already in a dire state, Ariyalur
district is a drought-prone district, and half of it is already gone, and if they continue to
extract resources, it will become completely barren. He said that everyone is talking about
education and demanding other benefits, but everyone should think about the future. We
should support people to live, not to die. Therefore, we must think about our future

generations and oppose this project. He concluded by expressing his gratitude and took
his leave. '

73. Mr. Ulaga. Samidurai, Regional Secretary, Pattali Makkal Katchi, Sendurai Village.

He conveyed his greetings to everyone, including the District Collector. He
expressed his support for this stone quarry on behalf of his Pattali Makkal Katchi party. He
stated that they will only be excavating to a depth of six to eight feet in this quarry, and
therefore, it will have absolutely no impact on groundwater or drinking water, a point which
many others have also mentioned. He said that they have a small request, and this is not
only for Chettinad Cement but also for the many other cement factories here, including
Ramco Cements and India Cements. He mentioned that there are 13 or 15 PWD lakes in
their union, and there are streams carrying water right next to these lakes, and all that

- water is being wasted by flowing into the sea. For example, he said that the water near the
lake in Nakkampadi village is being wasted by flowing into the sea, and the stream
carrying the water and the lake embankments are very close to each other. He suggested
that if the Chettinad Cement factory management spénds 10-15 lakh rupees to build check
dams and install giant motors, the lake would fill up with the very first rain, and the crops
would always be lUsh, and they would have a good harvest. Similarly, he said that this is
also the case in Ninnaiyur village, where it is only 50 meters away. In Kuzhumoor, it is only
100-150 meters, in Manapattu it is 20 meters, and similarly in all villages like Thathanur
and Vangaram, if check dams are constructed near these PWD lakes then it will prevent
the water from flowing into the sea, similar to this it has to be done through the companies
like Ramco Cements and India Cements, at a maximum cost of about 25 lakh rupees, and
if two giant motors are installed after the check dams are built through the District
Collector, those lakes will fill up in a day or two. If they are filled, the farmers will always
sow their crops with confidence. If a farmer plants the»seedlings' with confidence, then
certainly the paddy will be in their homes. But now, after planting the seedlings, they are
forced to look at the sky and the earth, hoping for rain. He stated thét awareness should
be created among the people so that agriculture is not affected, and if you create this
situatioh, at least 50,000 acres of irrigated land in our area will not fail. If they plant the
crops, they will harvest definitely and they will get the yield what they expect. He
concluded by thanking for the opportunity and took his leave.
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74. Mr. Karuppusamy, Regional Deputy Secretary, Viduthalai Siruthaiqgai Katchi,

Ninniyur Village.

More important than the profits and losses from these cement factories whether the
people will even survive. They have bought one acre of land for ten lakh rupees, which is
agricultural land, but have they paid for the gold (limestone) that lies beneath that
agricultural land? with that they are making their profits? With that only they are earning
crores of rupees? Have they given any additional money to these farmers for that? He
therefore requested, through this event to the esteemed District Collector, that if they had
bought one acre for ten lakh rupees, then they should at least pay fifty lakh rupees per
acre to the farmers for the limestone (gold) beneath the land. He further questioned how it
would be improved if they cut the soil and stones in that place and planted trees in it. This
area, Ariyalur distfict, is already an environmentally affecfed district, meaning that there is
poison in the air and poison in the drinking water. Except one government cement plant in
Ariyalur district, all the remaining functioning cement plants are privately owned. How
many private cement plants have built hospitals outside? How many cement plants have
provided medical services to the people affected there? There is no proper medical
treatment for those who are injured in cement plants, so they die. How can they protect the
people of the country? He said there is no way to protect them. As a brother who has
already spoken, many young people in this district were gone to Chennai, Coimbatore and
Kerala for finding work. Well-educated graduates, In fact, Ariyalur district is a knowledge-
based district in Tamil Nadu. But all the educated youth in such a district is working
outside as wage earners and carry loads. How many cement plants have they given jobs
to our young graduates? He requested the District Collector to obtain a white paper from
them (the company) and requested to publish it. How many people have they given jobs?

~ In how many cement plants have they given jobs to our young graduates? No, they have
not given jobs at all. But all those who are working as daily wage labourers said that we
are not criticizing our northern comrades or workers, but the youth in our district is not
working as daily wage labourers inside the company? they are not all from this district,
they are from other states and districts. If you ask the cement companies about this, then
they are saying that they have given jobs to SC for this percentage, they have given jobs
to MBC, they have given jobs for BC also. But, they were not belongs to this district. They
were belongs to other states and districts. He told that to bring people from other districts
and employ them here why this hearing meeting is being held and he requested the
District Collector to explain it. There is no need to hold such hearing meeting. He said that
the government can use the machinery and the police can directly cut the Iirhestone, use
trucks and transport the soil. This Ariyalur district, is unfit for human habitation, is going to
become completely inhabitable within at least 20 years — this is the truth. We don't know
what kind of resentment our words might stir in others, but we are speaking to evéryone,
including the District Collector sitting on this stage. The District Collector has been here for
over a year; he drinks the same water, breathes the same air, and interacts with the same

people, but he also knows the truth, he said. You say there is no harm from the cement
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factories; alright, we accept that. But why are so many people coming to hospitals with
kidney stones and other ailments caused by saline water? He questioned Where did that
come from? Medical reports state that the highest number of deaths have occurred in the
Ariyalur district due to drinking of saline water. Even now, you can conduct an
investigation through our intelligence department; a young man named llangovan in
Maruthur died today due to saline water, he said. He questioned why there should be
cement factories in a district where people are unfit to live. There are seven private
cement factories. In areas like Sendurai, Ariyalur, and Mathur, why shouldn't these
companies set up their own shops and sell cement at a subsidized rate of 150 rupees per
bag to the working class people who are building houses? Have they ever come forward to
do that? Why shouldn't they build large educational institutions? Which cement factory has
built a large educational institution in this district? None, he said. Our demand is that since
this area is being affected by the extraction of limestone, even though what has happened
due to these cement factories has already happened, this private company should install
an RO water machine for every family and every house. Someone here said that they
have installed them in Nakkampadi and Ninniyur, but that information is completely false.
They are saying this just for the sake of speaking on this stage. The District Collector
should directly send the Tahsildar and other officials to all the villages to conduct an
investigation, as no such incident has occurred here due to the cement factories, he
stated. "There are no good roads, no good drinking water, and no clean air to breathe; we
all know this. Therefore, on behalf of the Viduthalai Siruthaigai Katchi, we strongly
condemn the mining project that this cement factory company is about to start," he said.
He added, "Our respected elder brother Samithurai spoke a short while ago about the
need to provide jobs to the young people who have completed their studies here. But
during his walk here, our esteemed Chinnaiya said ’that this entire area has been
destroyed and ruined by the limestone factory. We are reminding you of what Dr.
Anbumani, our elder brother, said." He concluded his speech by saying, "Through this
meeting, | am informing to the esteemed District Collector that these cement factories are
no benefit to the working people, governmerit officials, or the police in this area," and

thanked everyone.

75. Mr. Kolanji, Former Regional Deputy Secretary, Viduthalai Siruthaigai Katchi,

Senthurai Village.

He said that he had nevef spoken at such a public hearing meeting before, and this
was the first time he was speaking. He stated that although there are seven or eight
companies here, the poor people of this area have not benefited, and all the houses here
are still thatched-roof houses with mud walls, and there isn't even a single bag of cement
available here; all the cement is being sent abroad. Similarly, he asked who is working in
the employment schemes? He said that people from other states are coming here to wofk,
and asked if any of the sons 6f this soil, the rightful owners of this land, have been
eméloyed? He said that not a single person from the local area has been employed. But if

you ask this company, they say that so many people from your caste have been given
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jobs, 100 people from the Vanniyar community have been given jobs, but all these people
are from outside the area, not from the local area, he said. He urged the District Collector
and the Environmental Officer to understand this clearly. He said that if they are recording
this in the public hearing meeting, it means they are only looking at things superficially. He
said that if they go to the rural areas like Senthurai, they will see that there is a lake spread
over 100 acres, but the lake is not deep, there is no water, and people are unable to live.
He said that everyone is going to Koyambedu and -Trichy to work, and thus they are going

to many places to earn a livelihood.

Is a company needed here? Is a cement factory needed? Is a mine needed? None
of these are needed here; someone is making money, someone is plundering, but we are
not earning anything, we are not doing well. We don't want money; just tell them to clean
up our villages, tell them to clean up that lake. Sendurai is the headquarters of a union,
and look at the streets in its residential area; it's just mud and slush. There are seven or
eight companies here, but is there any benefit from them? No. Therefore, whether it's a
lime quarry, an administration, or factories, please it should not come to Ariyalur district.
He said, If this happens, we will immolate ourselves and die in that very place," thanking

for the opportunity and took his leave.

District Environmental Engineer:

Finally, the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Ariyalur District informed that the views, suggestions, written complaints and queries of the
public are recorded through video graphy / Audio and the same will be sent to the State

Environment Impact Assessment Authority of Tamilnadu - Chennai.

Further, 89 number of petitions received from the public during the public hearing
meeting for project of M/s.Chettinad Cement Corporation Private Limited for the proposed
Sendurai - Nakkambadi Lime kankar quarry lease over an extent of 18.20.5 Ha S.F.
Nos.63/1, 63/2, 63/3A, 63/3B, 63/4, 63/5, 63/6A & etc., Sendurai Village, Sendurai Taluk,
Ariyalur District are enclosed herewith. Furthermofe, no petitions were received from the
public by post and email at the office of the District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu

Pollution Control Board, Ariyalur for the above said project.

List of public who attended the public hearing meeting along with photographs, Pen
Drive and CD recorded with the Audio/ Video of entire proceedings of public hearing are

enclosed herewith.

L%T/AZ/:&:‘ '
onvener, President ‘/’
Public Hearing Meeting/ Public Hre3|_ enM, i
District Environment Engineer, ublic Hearing Meeting/

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Dls.trm Co!lec.tor,
. Ariyalur District.
Ariyalur.
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