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Report of the Committee constituted as per the orders of the Hon’ble National
Green Tribunal (Southern Zone) in O.A No. 135 of 2023 dated 12.09.2023

1. Introduction

The Hon’ble National Green Tribunal (Southern Zone) has admitted a case O.A. No.
135 of 2023 filed by Thiru Hariharan, Chennai against the District Collector Tiruvallur
district and Others. Wherein the Applicant have prayed to preserve and protect the
State’s natural water bodies by prohibiting the immersion of idols in water bodies
during the Vinayagar Chathurthi festival or any other festival and maintain the water
bodies free from pollution or contamination. The applicant has also sought for a
direction to the respondents to create artificial ponds for immersion of the idols in

compliance with the guidelines issued by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB).
2.Hon’ble NGT (SZ) Direction

The Hon'ble NGT (SZ) heard the case on 12.09.2023 and passed orders

interalia that

“...11.However, to ensure the implementation of the same, we direct that
a Committee may be constituted comprising of (i) Secretary to
Government-Public Department, (ii) Additional Chief
Secretary/Commissioner-Revenue  Administration,  and (ifi)
Chairman-Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board headed by the
Additional Chief Secretary to Govemment, Department of
Environment, Climate Change and Forests to simplify  the
guidelines in consonance with the CPCB Guidelines and enforce

the same in all the districts.

12. It is also specifically directed that the eco-sensitive water
bodies like the one mentioned in this application viz., Pulicat
Lake, Rivers, Estuaries, Ramsar wetlands, etc. be consciously

avoided.

13, As the festival is fast approaching and in the State of Tamil
Nadu, it is already proposed to celebrate on 18th September

2023, let the authorities take necessary action in this regard.



14. Let the action taken report be filed by the Committee as referred

above.”
3. Committee formation

As per the orders of the Hon'ble NGT (SZ), the Government vide G.O. (Ms) No.
137 in Environment, Climate Change and Forest Department dated 13.09.2023
(Annexure-1) have issued orders constituting a committee with the following members
to simplify the guidelines in consonance with the Central Pollution Control Board
Revised Guidelines for Immersion of Idols in water bodies and enforce the same in all

the districts.

SI.No. Designation Committee

Member

1 | The Additional Chief Secretary to Government, | Chairperson

Environment, Climate Change and Forest Department

2 The Additional Chief Secretary to Government, Member

Commissioner of Revenue Administration

3 The Secretary to Government, . Member

Public and Rehabilitation Department

4 The Chairperson, Member/

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board Convener

The Committee had a meeting on 15.09.2023 and had a detailed discussion on
the CPCB revised guidelines for immersion of idols (Annexure-2). The Guidelines
contains (i) Guidelines for Idol Makers-Craftsman or Artisans, (ii) Guidelines for Pooja
Organizing Committees, (iii) Role and Responsibilities of the Local and Urban
Authorities, (iv) Guidelines for Idol Immersion in Rivers, Lakes and Ponds, (v)
Guidelines for Idol Immersion in Sea, (vi) Guidelines for Idol Immersion by
Households, (vii) Role of State Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs) in States and
Pollution Control Committees (PCCs) in Union Territories. The Committee felt that the
CPCB guidelines are exhaustive and self-explanatory. It explains the roles and
responsibility of each stake holders. Therefore, the Committee decided to
communicate the guidelines to all the District Collectors, line departments for effective

implementation.




The Committee also decided to carry out the following

Vi.

Vil.

Once again the committee had a meeting on 20.09.2023, minutes of the committee
meeting is enclosed vide (Annexure-4) and had a detailed discussion on the status of

the above said works and discussed about the draft simplified guidelines prepared by

Collect the information of the idol manufacturers to whom the licenses /

permits granted by the Local and Urban bodies.

Collect the information of permits issued by the Police Department for

erection of pandals for installation of Vinayagar Idols to perform poojas.

Carryout inspection of the idol manufacturing places and check for the

compliance of CPCB guidelines

Create awareness to the idol manufacturers and public to celebrate the

Vinayagar Chathurthi in an eco-friendly manner

Issue Press release for effective coverage in all newspapers and TV

channels
Awareness through FM radio, Social media

Collection of samples in the identified water bodies before immersion, during

immersion and after immersion as per the CPCB guidelines.

Further, the committee had a meeting on 17.09.2023, Minutes of the meeting is
enclosed vide (Annexure-3). and had a detailed discussion on the status of the
above said works and Committee also decided to carry out the following to

create more awareness among public regarding immersion of idols

. Issue Press release for effective coverage in all newspapers and

TV channels

ii. ~ Awareness through FM radio and Social media

the TNPCB

4. Action Taken as per the Committee’s instruction

Every year prior to the Vinayagar Chathurthi festival, TNPCB address all the

line departments to follow the CPCB revised guidelines for idol immersion.



e Accordingly, this year also TNPCB addressed all the District Collectors by
communicating the places of identified places for immersion of idols in the

water bodies (Annexure-5).

o Letters were also sent to the Home, Public, Hindu Religious and Charitable

Endowment, and MAWS Departments (Annexure-6).
e Pressrelease was also issued in this regard (Annexure-7).

o Also D.O letters were sent to all the District Collectors from the Additional Chief
Secretary to Government, Environment, Climate Change and Forest
Department to follow the guidelines issued by the CPCB for making the idols

and immersion of the idols (Annexure-8).

e Instructions were issued to the District Environmental Engineers to co-ordinate
with the District Administration to avoid/prohibit the activities of immersion of

idols in the Pulicat lake and Ramsar wetlands (Annexure-9).
* Press release was issued by mentioning Dos and Don'ts (Annexure-10).

e Work order was issued to FM Radio for broadcasting to create awareness

(Annexure-11).

e Awareness Message was released in social media Twitter, Facebook,
Instagram on 17.09.2023 (Annexure-12). As on 20.09.2023, it has scored
7,29,578 views.

e Press release was also issued for creating awareness among the public for

immersion of idols on 19.09.2023.

5. Action taken at the District level

e The District Environmental Engineers(DEEs), TNPCB have collected the list of
idol manufacturers to whom the licenses / permits granted by the Local and
Urban bodies and list of permits issued by the Police Department for erection

of pandals for installation of Vinayagar Idols to perform pooja.



e As per the list obtained there are 48 idol manufacturers and 25519 organizers
intending to install vinayagar idols for pooja to whom licenses / permits have
been issued. 275 unapproved idol manufacturers were also noticed during

inspections. (Annexure-13).

TNPCB field officers have conducted inspections and created awareness to the
idol manufacturers to use only natural, bio-degradable, eco-friendly raw
materials without any toxic, inorganic raw materials [such as traditional
virtuous clay and mud as well as free from Plaster of Paris (PoP), plastic and

thermocol (polystyrene)] to make idols.

They conducted inspection from 15.09.2023 to 18.09.2023. Totally 712 places
of idol manufacturing/pandals were inspected and out of which 23 were found
to be violating the guidelines issued (Annexure-14). Based on the inspection,
the PoP based idol manufacturing premises were sealed by the Revenue

Department.

The DEEs have also conducted awareness through public address system in
Auto rickshaws, distribution of pamphlets, press releases through District
Administration etc., Photographs taken during the inspection is given in

Annexure-15.

* Awareness programme was also conducted by Director of Environment in all
the districts through National Green Corps school students by way of rally,
pamphlet distribution. The programme was conducted through NGC Coordinators
of the State working in various districts in Tamil Nadu. Out of 69 Educational districts,
around 50 educational district Coordinators have conducted awareness programme
on 16.9.2023 and 17.9.2023 with distributing publicity materials / pamphlets/hand
bills/ Yellow bags etc.

Rally | Human Through Total No of Area
Chain Auto rickshaw participants
programme
15 13 20 2,00,000 Awareness was

created in the entire
State covering school
children, public through
Message on wheels by
distributing Hand
bills/pamphlets




The details of district wise programme held and photographs are enclosed in

Annexure-16.

e The District Collectors have conducted meeting with the Local bodies, Police
and other stake holders including pooja organizing committees and issued
instructions for effective implementation of the CPCB guidelines for idol

immersion. Press releases were also issued by the District Administration.

6. Water quality monitoring

As per the CPCB guidelines, TNPCB collects the water samples in all the water
bodies designated for immersion of idols. Water samples are collected before
immersion, during immersion and after immersion. The samples will be analyzed for
the physical, chemical and biological parameters as mentioned by the CPCB. The
consolidated report will be submitted to the CPCB and also uploaded in the TNPCB

website.

7. Court cases in Hon’ble High Court of Madras - Madurai Bench

e A writ petition[W.P. (MD) No. 22892 of 2023] was filed by Thiru Prakash verses
the District Collector, Tirunelveli and two others before the Hon'ble High Court of
Madras Madurai Bench. The petitioner prayed for bearing the respondents from
interfering with his right selling of Vinayagar Idols made of Plaster of Paris. The

Hon’ble High Court in its order dated 16.09.2023 have passed order as follows:

“10. In this case, the petitioner claims that the plaster of paris has
been used only up to permissible level. According to him, the buyers
may want the same for any purpose. They could be installed at homes
or temples or even marriage halls. While | endorse the said
contention, | make it clear that immersion of idols containing plaster of
paris cannot be permitted. But their sales cannot be prevented by the
authorities. In order to ensure that the norms regarding immersion are
not violated, the petitioner is directed to furnish the details of the

purchasers. Sale of every idol will have to be duly accounted. The



petitioner shall make an register containing particulars of those who
are purchasing from him. The register shall be open for inspection by
the respondents. If the Vinayaka idol can be dissolved in an
ecofriendimanner , its installation cannot be stopped. Visarjan can be
in any creative manner. In any event, Tamirabarani or any water body
cannot be used for immersion of idols made with plaster of paris. The
petitioner as an artisan is entitled to sell the articles made by him and
this right is guaranteed under Article 19(1)(g)- of the Constitution of
India. The restraint on immersion is reasonable restriction. But
prevention of sale would amount to violation of the petitioner's
fundamental right. The respondents shall not prevent the petitioner
from selling the idols made by him. Of course the sale transactions are

subject to the condition mentioned above.

11. This writ petition is allowed. There shall be no order as to costs.

Consequently, connected miscellaneous petition is closed”

* Subsequent to the above orders of the Hon'ble Court, a writ appeal (CMP (MD)
No. 12428 of 2023 in W.A (MD) No. 1599 of 2023) was filed before the
Hon'ble High Court of Madras-Madurai Bench by the District Collector,
Tirunelveli and two others. The Hon’ble Court in its order dated 17.09.2023

have passed order as follows:

“15. There shall be an order of interim stay of operation of the order,
made in W.P.(MD)No.22892 of 2023, dated 16.09.2023. The appellants
may take appropriate action against anyone to prevent manufacturing,
selling or immersion of idols made of plaster of paris or plastics ete. in

adherence to the revised guidelines.”

e The aggrieved petitioner has preferred appeal before the Hon'ble Supreme
Court of India on 20.09.2023 which was dismissed by the Hon'ble Supreme
Court. Therefore, as such there is ban on manufacturing of vinayagar idols

using PoP as per the CPCB guidelines. It should be effectively implemented.



8. TamilNadu Government Order

The Government of Tamil Nadu has published gazette notification No. 286
dated 09.08.2018 by notifying the G.O No. 598 Public (Law and Order.B) dated
09.08.2018 (Annuexre-15), wherein the Government have issued detailed guidelines
regarding installation and worship of vinayagar idols and also immersion thereof.

Accordingly,

(i) Any organizer intending to install vinayagar idol should apply in a prescribed
format to the Assistant Commissioners of Police concerned, where there are
Police Commissionerates and RDO/ Sub-Collector in all other cases, at least a

month in advance.

(ii) The Idols proposed to be installed should be made of pure clay and should be
made of any polluting material such as Plaster of Pars or painted with
prohibited polluting chemicals and as stipulated by the Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board. In case idols are to be painted, water soluble and non-toxic
natural dyes alone should be used. Use of toxic and non-biodegradable

chemical dyes for painting idols is strictly prohibited.

(i) The District Collectors concerned shall annually finalize the list of idols
immersion points in their districts in consultation with the Police Department,
TNPCB, Local Bodies and related Departments. Idols should be immersed only
in the designated ‘ldol Immersion Points’ identified by the authorities

concerned.

(iv) Worship materials like flowers, clothes, decorating material (made of paper and
plastic) etc, should be removed before immersion of Idols.
Bio-degradable materials should be collected separately for recycling or
composting. Non-biodegradable material should be collected separately for

disposal in sanitary landfills.

(v) TNPCB should conduct water quality assessment of the water body, preferably
in Municipal Corporations at three stages (i.e. pre-immersion, during immersion
and post immersion. Considering the size of water body, appropriate number of
sampling locations may be determined in order to get a fairly representative

assessment of water quality.



9. Deliberations of the Committee on the CPCB guidelines

In obedience to the Hon’ble NGT(SZ) order in O.A 135 of 2023 dated 12.09.2023 the
committee directed the TNPCB to simplify the guidelines and deliberated on the

simplified guidelines prepared by the TNPCB and the same is submitted as follows,

Definitions

Local Bodies -Local bodies are institutions of the local self governance, which look
after the administration of an area or small community such as villages, towns, or
cities. The Local bodies in India are broadly classified into two categories. The local
bodies constituted for local planning, development and administration in the rural
areas are referred as Rural Local Bodies (Panchayats) and the local bodies, which
are constituted for local planning, development and administration in the urban
areas are referred as Urban Local Bodies (Corporations/Municipalities/
Townpanchayath ).

Eco-friendly materials for idols- Traditional virtuous clay and mud, seeds,
bamboo, fruits, rice flour, turmeric, paper, natural fibers, wood, leaves, water-

based, bio-degradable and non-toxic natural dyes , Washable/reusable clothes .

Local and Urban Authorities

(i) Local and Urban Bodies shall ensure that no Idol manufacturers

make the idols without licenses / permits from the local bodies

(if) Local and Urban Bodies shall grant licenses / permits to the Idol
manufacturers or makers or craftsman or artisans who make idols
and with necessary Registration fees and deposit for more than
100 idols per day with necessary Registration fees and deposit.
The said fees/ deposit shall be fixed by the local bodies based on

making capacity.

(iii) They shall grant licenses / permits only to the Idol manufacturers
or makers or craftsman or artisans who use only eco-friendly
natural / Biodegradable materials(such as seeds, bamboo, fruits,

rice flour, turmeric, paper, natural fibers, woods, leaves etc.,.)
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without any toxic materials and inorganic raw materials [such as

traditional virtuous clay and mud] for idol making.

(iv)ldol manufacturers shall apply 45 days prior to the

|

‘ commencement of the festival for grant of license and approval
| shall be given by the local bodies within 15 days for the eco-
|

friendly idol manufacturers after due inspection.

(v) Applications received from the idol manufacturers using PoPs

and other banned items should be summarily Rejected.

(vi)Unauthorized idol manufacturing premises shall be sealed by the

Local Body.

(vii) Local bodies /District Administration should make effort to
create adequate numbers of temporary /artificial immersion ponds
as per the CPCB Guidelines .

(viii) They shall create awareness to the idol manufacturers, pooja
organizers and the public. Also the public may be encouraged for

safe immersion of idols in buckets / backyards.

(ix) Local and Urban Bodies shall follow the role and responsibilities

given in the CPCB guidelines.

(x) Application format for obtaining license/ Registration from the

Local bodies for idol manufacturer is enclosed.

II. Idol Makers-Craftsman or Artisans

(i) Idol makers-craftsman, artisans shall strictly follow the guidelines

issued by the CPCB from time to time.

(i) They shall use only natural, bio-degradable, eco-friendly materials
for idol manufacture and avoid plaster of paris, thermocol, plastics,

1 harmful chemical etc.

(iii) They shall apply and get license / permit from the respective local /

urban local body well in advance (at least one month before).

10
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lll.  Pooja Organizing Committee

() The Pooja Organizing Committee shall follow the guidelines issued by
the CPCB from time to time.

(i) The Pooja Organizing Committee shall apply to the Police for
permission to install idol and take out processions as per the G.0. Ms
No. 598 Public (Law and Order .B) Department, dated 09.08.2018 at
least a month in advance.

(iii) They shall procure eco-friendly idols only from the respective Local /
Urban Body registered or authorized craftsman or artisans.

(iv)Worship materials like flowers, leaves, cloths, decorating materials

should be removed before immersion of idols.

IV.  Idol immersion
(i) Idols shall be immersed in the identified water bodies, by following the
guidelines issued by the CPCB.
(if) Eco-sensitive water bodies like Pulicat lake, Ramsar wetlands shall be
avoided.
(iii) As far as possible, immersion of small idols shall be done at their

homes in eco-friendly manner as per the CPCB guidelines.

V.  Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board

TNPCB shall carryout the water sampling before, during and after

immersion.

VI. Do’s and Don’ts for Vinayagar Chathurthi Festival

Do’s Don’ts

Use Eco-Friendly Ganesha Idols Don't Use Plaster of Paris (PoP) Idols

Decoration of idols and pandals with | Don't Use Harmful Chemicals, Single use
eco-friendly Materials plastic, Thermocol and Synthetic dyes in
Decorations

Use eco-friendly water-based, bio-|Don't use toxic and non-bio degradable
degradable, and non-toxic natural dyes | chemical dyes/oil paints for painting idol
for idol
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Use Eco-Friendly Pooja material like |
flowers, leaves, clothes

12

‘Don't use Single use plastic and Thermocol
materials for pooja material

Use washable and removable

decorative clothes

Don't use disposable materials containing
paints and other toxic chemicals

Use biodegradable/reusable plates and
glasses for Prasadam distribution

Avoid using single-use plastics like
disposable plates, cups, spoons, and straws
during the festival

Segregation and Disposal of the Waste
Responsibly

Idol immersion to be done in notified |
places

Don't Litter and dump waste

Bodies

‘Opt for eco-friendly lighting options such
as LED bulbs

Don't use Filament bulbs for decorative
lighting

Store and reuse decorations for future
celebrations as much as possible

Don't use single use decorative items

As per the Hon’ble NGT(SZ) order in

O.A 135 of 2023 dated 12.09.2023,the

Government of TamilNadu has taken several measures/steps and conducted more

awareness programme for the safe

leco-friendly immersion of idols. The

committeereport is submitted before Hon'ble NGT(SZ) for passing appropriate orders.

ﬁ/ -5 W
Convener Mmmiﬂeel

Chairperson of TNPCB
2)/09|2%
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LICENSE/REGISTRATION FORM FOR IDOL MANUFACTURERS

(To be submitted 45 days prior to the festival)

13

1. | Name and Address of the manufacturer
2. | Location detail of the manufacturing place
3. | Contact person & number
4. | Number of idols manufactured per day
5. | Raw materials used**
6. | No. of workers
7. | Process Details Please attach complete details
Registration Fee and Deposit details
8. | (manufacturers involved in making more
[ than 100 idols per day)

**|dols shall be made up of only natural, bio-degradable, eco-friendly raw materials

(such as seeds, bamboo, fruits, rice flour, turmeric, paper, natural fibers, woods, leaves

etc.,,) without any toxic materials and inorganic raw materials [such as traditional

virtuou

Note:-

s clay and mud].

prohibited.

. Use of Plaster of Paris (PoP), plastic and thermocol (polystyrene)] is strictly

Use of toxic and non-biodegradable chemical dyes/oil paints (Enamel and

synthetic dye based paints) for painting idols is strictly prohibited.

For beautification of idols, removable and washable decorative clothes made

only with natural materials and dyes shall be used and use of Single use plastic
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and thermocol materials is not permitted strictly.

4. Application shall be submitted 45 days prior to the festival.

Undertaking:

| hereby declare that the above statements / information are true and correct to the
best of my knowledge and belief Signature of the applicant

Place: Name:

Date:




Annek@re - 1

ABSTRACT

Environment, Climate Change -Immersion of idols in Water Bodies without
affecting the Environment -Orders of Hon'ble National Green Tribunal dated
12.09.2023 in O.A.No.135 of 2023 - Committee Constituted - Orders - Issued.

G.0.(Ms).No.137 Dated: 13.09.2023
GrmuSimgl. pauail-27
Slapoudt @i Speor [} -2054

Read:

1. Revised Guidelines for Immersion of Idol issued by Central
Pollution Control Board dated: 12.05.2020.

2. Hon'ble National Green Tribunal orders dated 12.9.2023 in
O.A.No.135 of 2023,

3. From the Chairperson, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board
Letter.No.T3/TNPCB/SWM /22943 /2023-1, dated 12.09.2023.

ORDER:

The Central Pollution Control Board has issued Revised Guidelines first
read above for Immersion of idols in Water bodies. To ensure the
implementation of the above Guidelines, Hon'ble National Green Tribunal in its
orders second read above has directed to constitute a Committee comprising of
(i) Secretary to Government - Public Department, (ii) Additional Chief
Secretary/Commissioner - Revenue Administration, and (iii) Chairman - Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control Board headed by the Additional Chief Secretary to
Government, Department of Environment, Climate Change and Forests to
simplify the guidelines in consonance with the Central Pollution Control Board
Guidelines and enforce the same in all the districts.

2. The Chairperson, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board in her letter
third read above has requested to constitute a Committee to simplify the
Guidelines in consonance with the Central Pollution Control Board Revised
Guidelines for Immersion of ldols in Water bodies as directed by the Hon'ble
National Green Tribunal in its orders dated 12.9.2023 in O.A.No.135 of 2023.

(P.T.O)
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2.

3. The Government accept the proposal of the Chairperson, Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board and hereby constitute a Committee, to simplify the
guidelines in consonance with the Central Pollution Control Board Revised
Guidelines for Immersion of Idols in Water bodies and enforce the same in all
the districts, in compliance of the orders of Honble National Green Tribunal
dated 12.9.2023 in 0.A.No.135 of 2023:-

SL Designation Committee

No Member .

1 The Additional Chief Secretary to Government, Chairperson |
Environment, Climate Change and Forest
Department

;A The Additional Chief Secretary to Government/ Member |
Commissioner of Revenue Administration

3. |The Secretary to Government, Public and Member —1
Rehabilitation Department

4. | The Chairperson, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Member/
Board Convener

(BY ORDER OF THE GOVERNOR)

SUPRIYA SAHU
ADDITIONAL CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT
To
All Committee Members.
Copy to :-

The Senior Personal Assistant to the

Hon'ble Minister (Environment, Climate Change),

Secretariat, Chennai-600 009.

The Private Secretary to Chiefl Secretary to Government,
Secretariat, Chennai - 600 009.

The Private Secretary to Additional Chief Secretary to Government,
Environment, Climate Change and

Forest Department, Secretariat, Chennai-9.

Stock File/Spare Copy.

/ /JFORWARDED/ /BY ORDER/ /

Xern

SECTION {]

%
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Annexure - 2

Minutes of the meeting of the Committee under the Chairmanship of the
Additional Chief Secretary to Government, Environment, Climate Change and
Forest Department held on 15.09.2023 regarding immersion of Vinayagar Idols in

water bodies

The Additional Chief Secretary to Government, ECCF Department mentioned
about the directions issued by the Hon'ble National Green Tribunal (Southern Zone) in
0O.A. No. 135 of 2023 filed by Thiru Hariharan, Chennai against the District Collector
Tiruvallur district and Others. Wherein the Applicant have prayed to preserve and
protect the State’s natural water bodies by prohibiting the immersion of idols in water
bodies during the Vinayagar Chathurthi festival or any other festival and maintain the

water bodies free from pollution or contamination.

The Hon'ble NGT (SZ) heard the case on 12.09.2023 and passed orders. The
Hon'ble NGT has directed the Government to form a committee comprising of (i)
Secretary to Government-Public Department, (ii) Additional Chief
Secretary/Commissioner-Revenue Administration, and (iii) Chairman-Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board headed by the Additional Chief Secretary to Government,
Department of Environment, Climate Change and Forests to simplify the guidelines in
consonance with the CPCB Guidelines and enforce the same in all the districts. The
Hon’ble NGT has also directed that the eco-sensitive water bodies like the one
mentioned in this application viz., Pulicat Lake, Rivers, Estuaries, Ramsar wetlands, efc.

be consciously avoided.

As per the orders of the Hon'ble NGT (SZ), the Government vide G.O. (Ms) No.
137 in Environment, Climate Change and Forest Department dated 13.09.2023 have
issued orders constituting a committee to simplify the guidelines in consonance with the
Central Pollution Control Board Revised Guidelines for Immersion of Idols in water

bodies and enforce the same in all the districts.

Thereafter the committee had a detailed discussion on the CPCB revised

guidelines for immersion of idols. The Guidelines contains (i) Guidelines for Idol Makers-
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Craftsman or Artisans, (i) Guidelines for Pooja Organizing Committees, (iii) Role and
Responsibilities of the Local and Urban Authorities, (iv) Guidelines for Idol Immersion in
Rivers, Lakes and Ponds, (v) Guidelines for Idol Immersion in Sea, (vi) Guidelines for
Idol Immersion by Households, (vii) Role of State Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs) in

States and Pollution Control Committees (PCCs) in Union Territories.

The Committee felt that the CPCB guidelines are exhaustive and self-
explanatory. It explains the roles and responsibility of each stake holders. In view of
paucity of time the Committee decided to communicate the guidelines to all the District
Collectors, line departments for effective implementation. In the meantime, the
Committee requested the TNPCB to simply the guidelines in consonance with the

CPCB guidelines for future implementation.

Further the Committee decided to carryout the following

1. D.O letter from ACS, ECCF Dept shall be sent to all the District Collectors to
take necessary action for the sage & eco-friendly immersion of vinegar idols
as per the guidelines laid down by the CPCB.

2.The DEEs, TNPCB to collect the information of the idol manufacturers to whom
the licenses / permits granted by the Local and Urban bodies.

3. The DEEs, TNPCB to collect the information of permits issued by the Police
Department for erection of pandals for installation of Vinayagar Idols to
perform poojas.

4. The DEEs, TNPCB shall carryout inspection of the idol manufacturing places
and check for the compliance of CPCB guidelines

5. The DEEs, TNPCB shall create awareness to the idol manufacturers and
public to celebrate the Vinayagar Chathurthi in an eco-friendly manner

6. TNPCB shall issue Press release for effective coverage in all newspapers and

TV channels
7. TNPCB shall create awareness through FM radio, Social media

8. TNPCB shall collect of samples in t_he identified water bodies before

immersion, during immersion and after immersion as per the CPCB guidelines.
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The committee decided to meet again on 17.09.2023.

With the above the meeting came to an end.

\ ‘.‘ /\’. { '

/l,}/ \\0\ L{X .'5

For Convener of the Committee/
Chairperson of TNPCB

B0



20

Meeting attendance

Committee Members

1

2

Dr Jayanthi M, |.F.S., Chairperson, TNPCB

R.Ananthi, Dy Commissioner
Representing the Additional Chief Secretary to Government,
Commissioner of Revenue Administration

A.Sivagnanam |.A.S.,
Additional Secretary to Government
Representing the Secretary to Government, Public and Rehabilitation Department

Department Officials

4

Anurag Mishra, |.F.S.
Special Secretary to Government , ECCF Department

R.Kannan,
Member Secretary, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board

Deepak S.Bilgi, |.F.S.,
Director of Environment

Dr R.Rajamanickam
Additional Chief Environmental Engineer, TNPCB

R.Sarasavani
Joint Chief Environmental Engineer, TNPCB

V. Purusothaman
Assistant Environmental Engineer, TNPCB
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

To worship God and Goddess generally natural things like Milk, Curd, Ghee,
Coconut, Betel leaves and river water are used. Generally, Idols are made with
clay or locally available materials and then coloured with natural materials like
Chandan, Turmeric etc. The religious scripts, mythology and religious rituals
have attempted to drive the importance of preserving nature by adoring it
through the centuries. Bhagavadgita (9.26) states:

“Patram Pushpam phalam toyam, yo mey bhaktya prayachchati Tadaham bhakt
yupahrutam asnaami prayataatmanaha” which means

“If one offers me in pure consciousness with love and devotion a fruit, a flower, a leaf
or even water, I delightfully partake of that offered article”

oy : S Pig Yad T o OW ¥ U, I, T, STd 311G 3007 &l &, 39 UGS (sh
Ut Had HT UG U fohaT g 98 UF-gWITe H WURRY I Uahe giax Uifaaifed ardl
gl

Traditionally, clay is used to make Ganesh idols. Over the years however, plaster
of Paris (POP), which is lighter and cheaper, has become the favoured material
to mould idols. POP contains chemicals such as gypsum, sulphur, phosphorus,
and magnesium. The dyes used to colour these idols may also contain mercury,
cadmium, arsenic, lead, and carbon. Plastic and thermocol accessories are used
to decorate these idols. Such materials are not biodegradable, hence are toxic
when immersed in water bodies. Hence, need was felt to develop guidelines for
idol immersion.

In the matter of Public Interest Litigation (PIL) / W.P.(C) No. 1325/2003 in the
matter of Janhit Manch Vs. The State of Maharashtra & Ors., Hon’ble High Court
of Mumbai in its order dated 22/07 /2008 has given the following directions to
the Central Government:-

“We expect that the Central Govt. will consider laying down of guidelines
for immersion of idols and would also consider related matters with
regard to pollution of water bodies. Both the Union Government as well as
the State Government shall consider it expeditiously because the time lost
involving the pollution might prove dangerous for environment of the
country in long run”
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In pursuance to the directions of Hon’ble High Court, Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) constituted a Committee under the Chairmanship of Chairman,
Central Pollution Control Board, vide order No. A-22011/1/90-Mon, dated
February 10, 2009. In the year 2009. The constituted Committee held meetings
with the concerned stakeholders and discussed the issues including designated
identification of places for idol immersion in the river stretch, use of natural
materials in “Pooja”, mass awareness programmes to be initiated every year
before commencement of all activities of worship and idol immersion.
Subsequently, based on the recommendations of the Committee, in the year
2010, CPCB has finalized “Guidelines for Idol Immersion” and circulated to all
the stakeholders for ensuring its implementation. These guidelines have been
prepared with a view to ensure environmental friendly idol immersion without
affecting the quality of water bodies while ensuring religious observance. These
guidelines emphasize the need for restriction on single use plastic materials for
making idols, use of naturally occurring colors for coloring idols, imposing
restrictions on size of the idol, construction of temporary synthetic lined ponds
of adequate capacity, etc.

During the last few years, there has been some developments in terms of
substitutes for various materials used for idols making as well as disposal of idol
immersions in temporary artificial designated ponds/tanks, earlier guidelines
circulated by CPCB in the year 2010 has been revised after taking views of
stakeholders specially emphasizing use of naturally occurring clay, colors in
place of synthetic paints and chemicals for coloring idols, arrangement for the
provision of temporary confined ponds or tanks for immersion of idols, imposing
spot fine for violation of guidelines, safe disposal of solid wastes generated during
visarjan/immersion activities, development of market system whereby
manufacturers or craftsman or artisans themselves can buy back the idols for
reuse and other aspects have been considered and incorporated appropriately as
felt necessary. The revised guidelines for idol immersion are detailed in
subsequent paras: -

2.0 GUIDELINES FOR IDOL MAKERS-CRAFTSMANS OR ARTISANS

(i) Idols made up of only natural, bio-degradable, eco-friendly raw materials
without any toxic, inorganic raw materials [such as traditional virtuous
clay and mud as well as free from Plaster of Paris (PoP), plastic and
thermocol (polystyrene)] should be encouraged, allowed and promoted and
Idols made up of Plaster of Paris (PoP) shall be banned.

2
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Only dried flower components, straw etc. for making ornaments of idols
and natural resins of trees may be used as a shining material for making
idols attractive.

Use of Single use plastic and thermocol materials shall not be permitted
strictly and only eco-friendly materials as straw structure should be used
in making idols or decoration of idols/pandals/tazias in order to prevent
pollution in recipient water bodies.

Use of toxic and non-biodegradable chemical dyes/oil paints for painting
idols should be strictly prohibited. Enamel and synthetic dye based paints
on idols should be discouraged instead eco-friendly water-based,
bio-degradable and non-toxic natural dyes should be used.

For beautification of idols, removable and washable decorative clothes
made only with natural materials and dyes shall be used in place of
disposable material containing paints and other toxic chemicals. Only
naturally occurring colors from plants (flowers, barks, stamens, leaves,
roots, seeds, whole fruits), feathers of different birds, mineral or colored
rocks shall be used for coloring.

Craftsmen or artisans or manufacturer involved in making idols should be
registered with the civic bodies, and should involve in making eco-friendly
idols in accordance with these guidelines. In case of Large Scale Idol
manufacturers (at least involved in making more than 100 idols in a day)
shall obtain registration from the concerned ULBs (registration fee along
with a deposit as decided by the ULB depending on the idol making
capacity) and failing to comply with these guidelines or any violation of
registration conditions, the deposit shall be forfeited by the ULBs apart
from prohibition of idol making at least for two years.

In the interest of protection of the environment, the craftsman or artisans
prefer to adopt innovative approaches (Eg., use of natural clay, pyramid of
sugarcane sticks that represents the pandals, natural clay mixed with
alum for making idols (on disintegration of idol made out of mud mixed
with alum in water, then alum act as a coagulant) in consultation with the
concerned State Pollution Control Board (SPCB)/Pollution Control
Committee (PCC).
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3.0 GUIDELINES FOR POOJA ORGANISING COMMITTEES

(i) As far as possible, low height and eco-friendly idols (made with natural clay,
idols stuffed with eco-friendly food materials such as corn, spinach, wheat
and vegetable powder), idols decorated with biodegradable, organic colours
such as turmeric, chandan and gerua etc., (list of natural, bio-degradable
and non-toxic annexed as Annexure-I) only should be used for offering
poojas to avoid impact on environment.

(i) Use of cleaned multi-use metallic or glass or plastic utensils is ideal choice,
especially when such material is available from utensil banks. Only
biodegradable plates such as Patravali or Pattal or Vistaraku or Vistar or
Khali or trencher made with  broad  dried leaves such as
Areca/Banana/Banyan/Sal leaves, biodegradable paper cups/plates and
earthen pots may be used in place of single use plastic and polystyrene
(Thermocol) for prasad distribution and other purposes.

(iii) Worship material like flowers, Patri (leaves), vastras (clothes), decorating
materials (made of paper and bio-degradable or compostable plastic but
not single use plastic) etc. should be ensured to remove before immersion
of idols and segregated in colour coded bins provided at the designated
idol immersion areas/spots.

(iv) In the interest of protection of the environment, Pooja Organizing
Committees should procure eco-friendly idols only from the respective
ULBs registered or authorised craftsman or artisans.

(v) Pooja Organising Committees should seek prior permission from
concerned ULB as the case may by providing management plan and the
required provisions (as per the format to be issued by the ULBs) for
ensuring safe idol immersion during festival season well at least one month
in advance for making necessary arrangements in consultation with the
concerned departments.

4.0 ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE LOCAL AND URBAN

AUTHORITIES

(i) Licenses/permits may be granted by the Local and Urban Bodies within
the respective jurisdiction to only those Idol manufacturers or makers or
craftsman or artisans who uses only eco-friendly natural clay materials
(but not PoP or baked clay) in making idols, prior to festive times.

4
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Also, large scale manufacturers (involved in making idols more than 100
in a day) shall obtain registration from the concerned ULB along with the
prescribed fee and a deposit (as decided by the ULB depending on the idol
making capacity). Registered idol manufacturer or maker or craftsman or
artisan failing to comply with these guidelines or any violation of
registration or permission conditions, registration or permission granted
shall be cancelled apart from prohibition of idol making manufacturer at
least for two years and in case of idol manufacturer, the deposit shall be
forfeited by the respective ULB.

While granting licenses or permits to the idol makers a list of permitted
and non-permitted substances to be used for making/coloring/decorating
idols may be provided to the Idol makers or craftsman or artisans.

Only registered or licensed idol maker or craftsmen or artisans should be
strictly allowed to make idols within the jurisdiction of the respective
Urban and Local Bodies as the case may be, in accordance with these
guidelines.

As far as possible, instead of immersion of idols in water bodies, all the
resident welfare associations or individual households in a city or town
should be encouraged to create temporary ponds/tanks of suitable size
and adequate capacity with necessary provision for collection and storage
of segregated waste prior to immersion, and public should be involved for
immersion of idols in such temporary/artificial ponds/tanks made by the
resident welfare association or individual household within their campus
itself. The waste generated from designated idol immersion activity sites
shall be collected and disposed of safely by the ULBs within 24 hours of
completion of the idol immersion activity.

Arrangements for temporary artificial idol immersion ponds or tanks in
close vicinity of the public or on the banks of water bodies with all
necessary safety provisions and waste collection centres prior to idol
immersion should be arranged for ensuring safe idol immersion during
festive season, by the concerned ULBs in association with the other
departments as well as Pooja Organizing Committees.

The temporary 1dol Immersion Ponds/Tanks with the liner made with well
graded/highly impervious clay or eco synthetic liner should be arranged
at suitable locations including on the banks of rivers or stagnant water

5
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bodies such as ponds or lakes shall be cordoned off and barricaded by
ULBs and with all other necessary provisions keeping in view safety of the
public (such as proper access, approach roads, sign boards, fire safety
measure, barricades, designated space for keeping idols prior to
immersion, suitable plat form with crane provision for idol immersion).

In the interest of protection of environment, Urban and Local bodies (ULBs)
shall impose restrictions on height of the idol to the idol making agencies
or manufacturer or craftsman or artisans (as lesser the size of the idol
better would be the immersion process and less consumption of materials
required for making idols) depending on the availability of water bodies,
provisions made for idol immersions by the ULBs.

Waste collection centre in the vicinity of the designated
temporary/artificial idol immersion sites or locations should be arranged
for ensuring collection of segregated materials (such as flowers, leaves,
decorating materials etc.,) prior to idol immersion. All waste collection
centres should have a provision of colour coded bins of adequate size for
collection and storage of segregated materials.

Also, all the collected and segregated materials should be transported and
disposed of periodically or within 24 hours of completion of idol immersion
in accordance with the prevailing provisions of Solid Waste Management
Rules 2016, as amended notified under the Environment (Protection) Act,
1986 (i.e., Reusable clothes may be sent to local orphan homes for reuse,
bio-degradable materials for composing and non-biodegradable materials
for ultimate disposal in sanitary landfills by the concerned Urban or Local
Authorities, as the case may be).

After completion of the idol immersion ceremony, within 24 hours, the liner
material shall be removed and the temporary pits or tanks should be filled
with native soil and levelled properly. Other disposable materials shall be
managed in accordance with these guidelines (i.e., Clay, Bamboo and
wooden logs, if any may be reused). The straw structure materials
recovered from designated temporary or artificial immersion areas or spots
shall be retrieved and processed for converting into organic manure.

Public should be educated on aspects relating to procurement of eco-

friendly idols only from the licensed or permitted idol makers or

craftsman or artisans, location details of idol makers, type of materials to

be used for ill effects of immersion of idols/Tazias in the holy water bodies
6



(xii)

(xiii)

(xiv)

(xv)

(xvi)

(xvii)

29

Revised Guidelines for Idol Immersion

and the existing guidelines for idol immersion through mass awareness
programme.

Immersion of Tazia during Muharram should be performed in Eco- friendly
manner.

Local Bodies /Urban Bodies/District Authorities should make efforts to
identify and arrange adequate number of designated temporary or artificial
immersion ponds or tanks in consultation with River/Pond Authority, Port
Authority, Water Supply Board, Irrigation Department and other
concerned State/UT Departments, in the close vicinity of the public
colonies (such as open grounds) to avoid overcrowding at the water bodies
and also to reduce pollution load on receiving water bodies. In case, the
designated temporary artificial ponds or tanks are required to be arranged
on the bank of the river, in such a case, it should be arranged at suitable
places where flow of river/ stream is not harmful to the public, does not
inundate in case of increase in flow of river during idol immersion period
and river is cordoned off and barricaded suitably to avoid any loss of life
specially during immersion activities.

A co-ordination Committee comprising local Police Department,
Non-Government  Organizations, Local Authorities, SPCB/PCC,
representatives of pooja organizing committees and other concerned
stakeholders may be set up for guiding the public in carrying out the
immersion without affecting environmental damages to the water bodies.

To ensure safe immersion of idols during festive season, ULBs should
deploy adequate number of staff at all the designated idol immersion spots
under overall supervision of the nodal officer to be designated by the
concerned ULBs. The Nodal Officers also should co-ordinate with the co-
ordination committee constituted by the ULBs.

Details regarding arranged designated temporary or artificial immersion
spots or areas need to be notified and public as well as pooja organizing
committees preferably at least one week in advance of idol immersion
through electronic and local media in vernacular language.

Sanitary workers shall also be deployed at all the temporary immersion
sites for ensuring removal of bio-degradable items like flowers, leaves,
clothes, ornaments etc. prior to idol immersion at the designated areas.
ULBs shall provide separate colour coded bins for collection and

7
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segregation of biodegradable and non-biodegradable wastes at immersion
spots.

Littering or burning of solid wastes comprising of used flowers, clothes,
decorating materials, recovered material such as Bamboo and wooden
logs, straw structures etc. so generated at the immersion sites or on the
banks of water body should be prohibited strictly.

In case of immersion of idols in rivers, lakes and ponds is inevitable,
arrangement may be made for construction of adequate capacity
temporary confined areas at designated places with earthern bunds for the
purpose of immersion of idols atleast 50 m away from the waterbody.
Temporary immersion ponds shall have a free board of at least 50 cm.
Temporary ponds should be constructed with impervious liner (made with
well graded/highly impervious clay or eco synthetic liner) with a provision
of adequate landing platform for keeping the crane for idol immersion.
Water in the temporary or artificial immersion ponds or tanks may be
drawn from the nearby water body. After completion of immersion, only
supernatant water may be allowed to flow into river /pond/lake, as the case
may be, after checking for colour and turbidity as per BIS specification for
Drinking Water IS 10500:2012. Natural coagulants shall be used for pre-
treatment of wastewater mainly composed of polymers of natural origin
extracted from plants, algae or animals. Among these are polysaccharides
and water soluble substances that act as coagulation and / or flocculation
agents. include microbial polysaccharides, starches, gelatin
galactomannans, cellulose derivatives, chitosan, glues, and alginate.

Concerned ULB Authorities also should consider option of construction of
permanent cemented large sized artificial tanks for immersion of
idols /Tazias at suitable places for a village or town or city to avoid direct
immersion of idols into lakes/rivers/ ponds/sea.

Proper Sign Boards showing location of temporary idol immersion
ponds/tanks, route charts to be provided at all salient points and also
create awareness through local newspapers/electronic media in
vernacular language, atleat one week in advance at all the salient points.
by the ULBs.

The Pooja Organizing Committees/Local or Urban Bodies/ District
Authorities be involved in organizing a public campaign on the ill effects of
8
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the toxic components of coloring materials, not only of the idols, but also
other decorating materials used during the festive season, for immersing
(visarjan) the idol or ‘pratima’ or tazias only in designated temporary
artificial ponds or tanks. Specific leaflets and poster for mass awareness
may be prepared in vernacular languages and displayed at salient points.
Further, the Pooja committees/Local or Urban Bodies/ District Authorities
also be persuaded to display such posters and distribute leaflets among
worshippers involving Eco Clubs, NGOs, Education Institutes/Universities
and Schools.

(xxiii) Idol makers, pooja Committees may also be awarded for promotion of clay

(xxiv)

(xxv)

idols made with natural colors, consistent awareness for ensuring
compliance to these rules. Imposing Spot fine for violation of these
guidelines also be practiced by the Local and Urban Authorities.

ULBs also shall make arrangements for movable artificial tanks to reach
residential welfare societies where people can do idol immersion without
crowding and polluting the water bodies to avoid uncontrolled crowd
conditions at Ghats during idol immersion and also to avoid accidents that
may likely to happen at the time of idol immersion in rivers, lakes and
ponds.

Management of idol waste and treatment of polluted water from the
designated temporary Idol Immersion ponds or tanks should be carried
out as detailed below:-

(a) Practices that would lead to some economic benefits like returning the
visarjit idols to the idol maker or management of solid wastes
generated during visarjan activities in different localities for household
as well as large community festivals shall be ensured in accordance
with the prevailing rules by the Local/Urban bodies. As far as possible,
only non-recyclable/non-biodegradable/non-recoverable materials
should be disposed of in sanitary landfills by the Local/Urban bodies.

(b) Community festivals with large idols should be given permission by
ULBs only when the organisers submits a detailed management plan
prepared in line with the prevailing rules or by the guidelines issued
from time to time on environmental management charge basis to be
decided by the Local/Urban Bodies. The bamboo scaffolding/metal
sub structure on which large idols are built shall be reused as far as

possible and may be collected separately from the degradable remains.
9
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(c) The charges of hiring/outsourcing agencies to clean-up the wastes
from the designated idol immersion sites should be collected as
‘visarjan charges’ from every individual citizen or community. The
visarjan charges collected should be utilized to clean-up the visarjan
sites, to manage polluted water from the artificial temporary
tank/ponds and for environmentally sound management of e solid
remains of idol, etc. The waste water collected from the designated
temporary artificial ponds/tanks after ensuring on-site pre-treatment
shall be discharged into or public sewers leading to the Sewage
Treatment Plants (STPs)/ Common Effluent Treatment Plants (CETPs).

(d) Disintegrated material/Non-biodegradable materials shall be dealt as
per provisions of the Solid Waste Management Rule 2016, as amended.

5.0 GUIDELINES FOR IDOL IMMERSION IN RIVERS, LAKES AND

PONDS

(i) As far as possible idol immersion in Rivers/Ponds/Lakes shall be
encouraged only at specific designated artificial confined tanks/ponds
with liner made with well graded/highly impervious clay or eco synthetic
liner, on the banks shall be promoted.

(ii) A temporary artificial tank or pond with liner made with well graded /highly
impervious clay or eco synthetic liner (HDPE), and having earthen bunds
on the bank of the river/lake/pond shall be created for Idol Immersion by
the concerned ULBs. Temporary artificial tank or pond.

In case of immersion of idols in rivers, lakes or ponds is inevitable, a
designated location (having proper approach, access, corner portion of a
river /pond /lake, having shallow depth of water in river or lakes or ponds)
should be identified and safety provision preferably steel or wooden
barricades shall be made by concerned ULBs.

(iiij)  All the flowers, leaves and artificial ornaments of idols should be removed
prior to immersion of idols and only such idols may be immersed in a
designated place provided with safety provisions.

(ivy Lime or alum or any other equivalent coagulant should be added in
designated temporary lined pond/tank as pre-treatment option for

ensuring settling of solids. After completion of immersion, only
10
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supernatant water may be allowed to flow into river/pond/lake, as the case
may be, after checking for colour and turbidity as per BIS specification for
Drinking Water IS 10500:2012.

(v) Post immersion, with remains of idols and activities such as desludging of
the designated area should be undertaken and ensured its disposal as per
Solid Waste Management Rules 2016 as amended thereafter, within 24
hours by the concerned ULBs, as per these guidelines.

6.0 GUIDELINES FOR IDOL IMMERSION IN SEA

(i) In case of Idol immersion in sea, immersion may be done between low tide
line (LTL) and high tide line (HTL) (irrespective of its depth) and only at
designated areas identified by the Coastal Zone Management Authorities
in the States/UTs. The low-tide line and high tide lines may be identified
and marked well in advance by the ULBs in consultation with the
concerned authorities.

(ii) Immersion of Idols in High Tide Line (HTL) & Low Tide Line (LTL) into the
sea may be permitted only in Non-Eco-Sensitive Areas earmarked
previously in consultation with all the concerned agencies approved by
Govt. of India for demarcation of HTL, LTL, Eco-sensitive area etc.

(iiij Concerned authorities in State Govt./UT Administration dealing with
safety & security in coastal areas shall take care of the necessary
arrangements such as Motor Boats with security personnel/home guards
with adequate safety equipment be deployed to supervise idol immersion
activities during festive season.

7.0 GUIDELINES FOR IDOL IMMERSION BY HOUSEHOLDS

(i) Individual households should be encouraged to use only eco-friendly idols
made of natural clay and bio-degradable materials as decorative and pooja
materials.

(ii) As far as possible, immersion of small idols should be done at their homes

in eco-friendly manner i.e., in a bucket filled with water and idol be kept
in immersed state until it dissolves completely. After settlement of
settleable and colloidal solids (if required alum powder or any other
equivalent coagulant may be mixed and stirred vigorously using a stick at
least for 30 seconds and thereafter slow mixing at least for 30 seconds and

11
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then allowed to settle), the supernatant liquid may be used either in
gardening or discharged in a drain. Settled mud can be dried and then
reused further for future idol making or may be used in gardening as soil).

In case, individual households intend to perform idol immersions, then
idols should be immersed only in the designated on-land temporary
artificial ponds or tanks located nearby or artificial movable tanks
arranged by the ULBs.

ROLE OF STATE POLLUTION CONTROL BOARDS (SPCBs) IN
STATES & POLLUTION CONTROL COMMITTEESs (PCCs) IN

UNION TERRITORIES

Concerned State Pollution Control Board (SPCB) in the State/Pollution
Control Committee (PCC) in the Union Territory Administration should
conduct water quality assessment of the water bodies, preferably in
Class-I cities (having population more than one lac), at three stages i.e.
Pre-immersion, during immersion and post-immersion. During
post-festival, samples should be collected preferably after 3 rd, 5 th and
7 th and 9 th day of the festival.

Considering the size of water body, appropriate number of sampling
locations may be determined in order to get a fairly representative
assessment of water quality during the afore-said periods. Sampling
should be done at least 100 m away (downstream side in case of flowing
water bodies-rivers) from the immersion site/location to avoid turbulence
effect. For ascertaining water quality, Physico-chemical parameters such
as pH, DO, Color, BOD, COD, Conductivity, Turbidity, TDS, Chloride, TSS,
Hardness, Total Alkalinity and Metals (such as Chromium, Lead, Zinc,
Copper, Cadmium, Mercury, Antimony, Barium, Cobalt, Manganese,
Strontium) may be analyzed. Apart from the water samples, sediment
samples also be collected during pre-immersion, during immersion and
post-immersion and collected sediment samples be analysed for the metals
(such as Chromium, Lead, Zinc, Copper, Cadmium, Mercury, Antimony,
Barium, Cobalt, Manganese, Strontium)

Detailed reports should be posted on the SPCBs/PCCs website in public
domain and also shall be shared with Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEF & CC), Ministry of Jal Shakti (MoJS) and CPCB,
within two months of completion of last sampling conducted for a

particular festival.
12
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SPCBs/PCCs shall help ULBs and District Administration in preparing
material for creating mass awareness purposes as well as to assess
innovative approaches for eco-friendly idol making by the idol makers or
craftsman or artisans.

-- 00 -

13
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Annexure-I

Major Types of Natural Dyes and Their Origin

Chemical class Coloring Origin Color obtained
matter
Vat dyes
Indole Indigotin Woad, indigo| Blues
Quinone Juglone Walnut Browns
Mordant dyes
Anthraquinones Alizarin Madder Reds, oranges,
roots browns
Pseudopurp | Madder Reds, oranges,
urin roots browns
Munjistin Munjeet Reds, browns,
stems maroons
Laccaic Lac insects | Reds, purples,
acids Maroons
Flavoid tannins Catachin Cutch Browns, grays
Saffron, Flavone Luteolin Weld Yellows, khaki
Flavonol Quercetin 50% of all Yellows, khaki
plants
Anthocyanins Cyanidin Elderberries | Purples
Neoflavanoidones [Haematoxyli| Logwood Violets, blacks
n
Brazilin Brazilwood | Reds, purples
Isoflavanoid Pterocarpin ganderswoo Oranges
Direct dyes
Cartinoid Curcurmin | Turmeric Yellows
Crocin Saffron, Yellows
gardenia
Alkaloid Berberine Mahonia Yellows
wood
Orinol Orcein Orchil Purples
Benzoquinone Carthamine | Safflower Pinks
Reactive dyes
Depsides Atranorin Lichens Fawns
Despidones Sa}gzinio Lichens Browns
aci

Source:- Eco-friendly dyes and dyeing (http://sciedtech.eu/journals/advmtenvsci/current-issue/
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Annexure -3

Minutes of the meeting of the Committee under the Chairmanship of the
Additional Chief Secretary to Government, Environment, Climate Change and
Forest Department held on 17.09.2023 regarding immersion of Vinayagar Idols in

water bodies

The Additional Chief Secretary to Government, ECCF Department reviewed the

action taken on the decisions taken in the meeting held on 15.09.2023.

The Chairperson, TNPCB explained about the action taken by the TNPCB.
Every year prior to the Vinayagar Chathurthi festival, TNPCB addresses all the line
departments to follow the CPCB revised guidelines for idol immersion. Accordingly, this
year also, TNPCB addressed all the district collectors by communicating the places of
identified places for immersion of idols in the water bodies and to follow the CPCB
guidelines. Letters were also sent to the Home, Public, Hindu Religious and Charitable
Endowment, and MAWS Departments. Press release was also issued in this regard.
Awareness messages were also given to FM Radio and Social media. Instructions were
issued to the District Environmental Engineers to co-ordinate with the District
Administration to avoid/prohibit the activities of immersion of idols in the Pulicat lake and
Ramsar wetlands as per the Hon'ble NGT directions. D.O letters were sent to all the
District Collectors from the Additional Chief Secretary to Government, Environment,
Climate Change and Forest Department to follow the guidelines issued by the CPCB for

making the idols and immersion of the idols.

The Chairperson, TNPCB further mentioned that a meeting has been convened
with all the DEEs and JCEEs (M) on 15.09.2023 and instructions were issued to them to
take action as per the instructions issued by the Committee. After then all the JCEEs
(M) (eight zonal officers) explained about the action taken in their zonal districts. They
briefed about the list of idol manufacturers permitted by the local bodies and also
number of unauthorized idol manufacturers and number of pandals permitted by the

Police Department. They also briefed about the inspections carried out, violations
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noticed and action taken against them. Further they explained about the awareness

activities undertaken by the District Environmental Engineers in their jurisdiction.

After the review with the JCEEs (M), the ACS gave the following instructions for

compliance.

1. DEEs shall get the complete list of permitted idol manufacturers and carryout
inspections of all the manufacturers and check whether they are using only
eco-friendly raw material such as mud, clay for manufacture of idols. They
shall not use Plaster of Paris, prohibited paints/polluting chemicals for
manufacturing idols. In case of any violations noticed, the concerned local
bodies shall be asked to seal the premises.

2. The DEEs shall get the complete list of pandals permitted by the Police
Department . Awareness shall be given to them to only procure idols made of

eco-friendly materials. They shall follow the guidelines for immersion of idols
issued by the CPCB.

3.  TNPCB shall issue press release containing Dos and Don'ts for celebrating
Vinayagar Chathurthi festival.

4.  TNPCB shall carry out awareness through social media. It should be ensured
for vide coverage.

5.  Director of Environment shall conduct awareness activities in all the Districts
involving school students through NGC coordinators.

6. TNPCB shall collect the water samples before, during and after immersion of
idols.

After discussion the ACS instructed the TNPCB to prepare simplified guidelines to be
followed by the stakeholders.

The committee decided to meet again on 20.09.2023.

With the above the meeting came to an end.

) {

.A'
\ / J'rjf\ry\ q \;r}
For Convener of the Committee/
Chairperson of TNPCB

Ko
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Meeting attendance

Committee Members

1

2

Dr Jayanthi M, I.F.S., Chairperson, TNPCB

R.Ananthi, Dy Commissioner,
Representing the Additional Chief Secretary to Government,
Commissioner of Revenue Administration.

A.Sivagnanam LLA.S.,
Additional Secretary to Government ,
Representing the Secretary to Government, Public and Rehabilitation Department

Department Officials

4

10

Anurag Mishra, |.F.S.
Special Secretary to Government , ECCF Department.

R.Kannan,
Member Secretary, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board.

Deepak S.Bilgi, I.LF.S.,
Director of Environment.

Dr R.Rajamanickam,
Additional Chief Environmental Engineer, TNPCB.

R.Sarasavani
Joint Chief Environmental Engineer, TNPCB.

V. Purusothaman
Assistant Environmental Engineer, TNPCB.

Joint Chief Environmental Engineers (Monitoring), All Eight Zonal offices, TNPCB.
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Annexure -4

Minutes of the meeting of the Committee under the Chairmanship of the
Additional Chief Secretary to Government, Environment, Climate Change and
Forest Department held on 20.09.2023 regarding immersion of Vinayagar Ildols in

water bodies

The Additional Chief Secretary to Government, ECCF Department reviewed on

the follow-up action taken on the instructions issued in the meeting held on 17.09.2023.
The Chairperson, TNPCB explained about the action taken by the TNPCB.

o The District Environmental Engineers(DEEs), TNPCB have collected the list of
idol manufacturers to whom the licenses / permits granted by the Local and
Urban bodies and list of permits issued by the Police Department for erection
of pandals for installation of Vinayagar Idols to perform pooja. As per the list
obtained there are 48 idol manufacturers and 256519 organizers intending to
install vinayagar idols for pooja to whom licenses / permits have been issued.

275 unapproved idol manufacturers were also noticed during inspections.

o TNPCB field officers have conducted inspections and created awareness to
the idol manufacturers to use only natural, bio-degradable, eco-friendly raw
materials without any toxic, inorganic raw: materials [such as traditional
virtuous clay and mud as well as free from Plaster of Paris (PoP), plastic and

thermocol (polystyrene)] to make idols.

° They conducted inspection from 15.09.2023 to 18.09.2023. Totally 712 places
of idol manufacturing/pandals were inspected and out of which 23 were found
to be violating the guidelines issued. Based on the inspection, the idol

manufacturing premises were sealed by the revenue department.

° The DEFs have also conducted awareness through public address system in
Auto rickshaws, distribution of pamphlets, press releases through District

Administration etc.,

0 The District Collectors have conducted meeting with the Local bodies, Police
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and other stake holders including pooja organizing committees and issued
instructions for effective implementation of the CPCB guidelines for idol

immersion. Press releases were also issued by the District Administration

The Director of Environment mentioned that in all the districts awareness were
conducted through National Green Corps school students by way of rally, pamphlet
distribution. The programme were conducted through NGC Coordinators of the State
working in various districts in Tamil Nadu. Out of 69 Educational districts, around 50
educational district Coordinators have conducted awareness programmeon 16.9:2023
and 17.9.2023 with distribution of publicity materials / hand bills/ Yellow bags etc. He
mentioned that 15 rallies, 13 human éhain programme, and 20 programme using auto
rickshaw were conducted. About 2,00,000 people were participated in the above

programme.

The committee discussed the draft simplified guidelines prepared by the TNPCB
and instructed to submit the committee report to the Hon’ble NGT on or before
21.09.2023.

With the above the meeting came to an end.

&\% RE

For Convener of the Committee/
Chairperson of TNPCB

’{‘ .
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Dr Jayanthi M, I.LF.S., Chairperson, TNPCB
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Representing the Additional Chief Secretary to Government,
Commissioner of Revenue Administration

A.Sivagnanam |.A.S.,
Additional Secretary to Government
Representing the Secretary to Government, Public and Rehabilitation Department

Department Officials

4
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Anurag Mishra, |.F.S.
Special Secretary to Government , ECCF Department

R.Kannan,
Member Secretary, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board

Deepak S.Bilgi, I.LF.S.,
Director of Environment

Dr R.Rajamanickam
Additional Chief Environmental Engineer, TNPCB

R.Sarasavani
Joint Chief Environmental Engineer, TNPCB

V. Purusothaman
Assistant Environmental Engineer, TNPCB

Joint Chief Environmental Engineers (Monitoring), All Eight Zonal offices, TNPCB
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From To
Thiru. R. Kannan, M.Tech., All the District Collectors,

Member Secretary, Tamilnadu
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board,

76, Mount Salai, Guindy,

Chennai — 600032

Lr. No: T3/TNPCB / SWM / 22943/ 2023 — 1 Dated.02.09.2023

Sir,

Sub: TNPCB — Solid Waste Management — Vinayagar Chathurthi Festival 2023 -
Immersion of Vinayagar idols in water bodies without affecting the
environment — Action requested — Reg.

Ref 1. TN Government Notification, G.O. Ms. No. 598 of Public (Law & Order.B)
Department dated: 09.08.2018 (Copy enclosed)
2 CPCB revised Guidelines for Idol Immersion dated: 12.05.2020 (Copy
enclosed).
3. TN Government Notification, G.O. (Ms.) No. 528 of Public (Miscellaneous)
Department dated: 31.08.2023.

Rkkkikk

| invite kind attention to the references cited. It is informed that Vinayagar
Chathurthi is one of the important festival celebrated in Tamil Nadu. The ancient
practice was immersion of small clay idols in water bodies, once pooja (religious rituals)
is performed. Vinayagar Chathurthi for the year 2023 falls on 18.09.2023. After
performing the religious rituals the idols are taken in a procession and immersed in the
sea and other water bodies. It is mandatory to create awareness in their respective
jurisdiction on the eco friendly celebration of Vinayagar Chathurthi this year also, as
done early in every year.

The Tamil Nadu Government vide G.O. Ms. No. 598 of Public (Law & Order.B)
Department dated 09.08.2018 has issued guidelines regarding installation and worship
of Vinayagar idols and also immersion thereof with a view to maintain public peace,
tranquillity, public safety, regulation of traffic and control of pollution. Copy of
Government Notification is enclosed herewith.

Also, the Central Pollution Control Board has published revised guidelines
entitled “Revised Guidelines for Idol immersion” dated 12.05.2020 and formulated a
comprehensive set of Guidelines on the practice of idol immersion in lakes, rivers and
seas and requested all the SPCBs and PCCs to ensure effective implementation of the

said guidelines (copy enclosed).

No. 76, MOUNT SALAI, GUINDY, CHENNAI - 600 032.
Tel : 044-22353134 - 139 Fax : 044-22353068
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Hence, | am to request you to kindly take necessary action for the safe immersion
of Vinayagar idols in the specified locations as enclosed and as per the guidelines laid
down by the Government of Tamil Nadu vide G.O. Ms. No. 598 of Public (Law &
Order.B) Department dated 09.08.2018 & Central Pollution Control Board guidelines
entitled “Revised Guidelines for Idol immersion” dated 12.05.2020.

@‘jk&‘%;é"b

For Member Secretary

Encl: As above.

01[06“20.1—'3
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Annexure

Places of immersion of clay made Vinayagar idols in the locations identified already in

their respective jurisdiction as given below, to be announced after confirming with

Revenue and Police departments and the public may be requested to immerse the clay

made idols only in the following said locations.

Sl.
No.

Name of the
District

Places identified for immersion of idols

1.

Chennai

Sreenivasapuram at Pattinapakkam

Fishing harbour at Kasimedu

Behind popular weighbridge at Thiruvottriyur

Behind the wunit of Universal Carborandum at
Thiruvottriyur

Palkalai Nagar at Neelankarai

Ramakrishna Nagar at Ennore.

Coimbatore
Tiruppur

&

Muthannan Kulam

Samalapuram Kulam

Bhavani river at Sirumugai, Elagampalayam,
Mettupalayam Subramanian Kovil and Thekkampatti.
PAP canal, Andipalayam

PAP main canal, Pongalur

Ambarampalayam river

Noyyal river

S.V. Puram Vaikkal

S.V. Puram PAP canal

Amaravathi river at Kaniyur

Gedimedu PAP Canal

Upparu

Nadumalai River.

Vellore,
Thirupatthur,
Ranipet

Oosur lake, Karugambattur lake
Thandalam lake and Puliyanthangal lake
Arcot lake and Veppor lake
Mangammapet Lake and Maveru lake
Nellorepet Lake

Santrorkuppam lakle

Palar and Ponneri lake

Thiruvannamalai

Thamaraikulam

Singarapettai lake

Konirayan Kulam

lynthukan Varapathi and Poomachetti Kulam
Polur lake, Koor lake

Virudhunagar

@ © © e © o o ¢ o o o o o

Kalkidangu

Avudayapuram well
Theivanai Nagar Well
Maraneri

Madavarvilagam tank
Pandalgudi Big tank
Vadugavoorani

Theppam at Alangulam
Ramachandrapuram tank
Kunoor tank

Koomapatti Periyakulam tank
Aruppukottai Periya Kanmoi
Konagiri kulam




Thoothukudi

Muthaiapuram
Theraspura8
Tiruchendur
Kulasekarapattinam

Tirunelveli,
Tenkasi

Tamaraparani river at Kurichi near Kokkarakulam
Vannarapettai

Peratchi amman koil

Manimutheeswaram

Karur

57 locations, 500 m downstream in river Cauvery, river
Amaravathi, river Nangachi

Madurai

Vagai, Kilthoppu, Othakadaikulam, Vadipatti, Kumaram
tank, Melakkal, lyyanar koil Oorani, Gundaru,
Maravankulam tank, Mottai kulam, Softoor tank,
Devankurichi Tank, Mankatti Theppakulam, Vaigai
Thaikaal Palam, Thiruparankunram, Chevanthikulam
Kanmai, Avaniapuram, Ayan Pappakkudi kanmai,
Thirumangalam Sivarakkottai Kamandala nathi, Melur
Kottampatti Sivan Koil Tank

10.

Sivagangai

Sivagangai Theppakulam,
Manamadurai alangakulam,
lllankudi salaiamam tank,
Sivankoil Oorani,

Silambani Oorani,
Simgampoonari Oorani.

11.

Erode

Erode Pallipalayam Bridge over river Cauvery.
Easwaran Kolil at river Amaravathy

Thittuparai at Kil Bhavani

Kooduthurai, Seyyampalayam, Thadapalli Canal,
Varasathi Vinayagar Temple at river Bhavani.

12.

Namakkal

Down stream of bathing ghats at Komarapalayam,
Pallipalayam, Mohanur, Paramathi Velur

13.

Thiruvallur

MGR Nagar Eri, Coovam Eri, Thirumazhisai tank
Oothukottai tank, Chitheri, Kusasthalai river

Gandhi Road tank, Vannan kulam, Karim Beedi Kulam,
Pandaravedu Kulam, Parasakthi Nagar kulam,
Kanagammachathiram Kulam, Pulicat Lake

Ezhukan Palam, Buckingham Canal, Kakkalur lake

14.

Trichy

Trichy City - River cauvery flowing between
Melachinthamani and Srirangam Road
Somarasampettai--Uyyakondan Channel
Manachanallur-Peruvala Vaikkal

Ramji Nagar-Kattalai Vaikkal

Lalgudi - Ayyan Vaikkal

Thiruverumbur-Cauvery River (Vengur)
Thuvakudy-Cauvery River (Vengur)
Navelpattu-Cauvery River

Siruganur-Cauvery River

Samayapuram-Cauvery River

Musiri-Cauvery River

Thottiyam-Cauvery River

Kattuputhur-Cauvery River

Thatheiengarpet-Cauvery River (Musiri)
Thuriyur-Cauvery River (Musiri)
Uppiliyapuram-Puliyancholai Vaikkal & Cauvery River
Manapparai-Mamundi River

Vaiyampatti-Ponnaniyar River
Thuvarankurichi-Boothanayagi Amman Kovilkulam

15.

Kancheepuram &
Chengalpattu

Sarvatheertha kulam, Ponneri Karai, Palkalai Nagar,
Vadapattinam, Mahabalilpuram (On sea shores idols to
be taken 500 m inside sea)
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Vadavaru, Grand Anaicut Canal, river Cauvery,

16. Thanjavur o
Veeracholan river and sea
1%. Pudukkottai e Pudukulam, Sengaioorani, Chettikulam, Kambankadu,
Therkuvudaiyarpuram Oorani., Pulichangadu kulam,
Mookarai Pillaiyar Koil Oorani.
18. Villupuram, e East coast sea area in Villupuram District
Kallakuruchi o Arakadanallur Athullualhnathaeswarar Tank
e Sankarapuram Eri, Veedur Dam
e Ullunthurpettai Eri, Thirunavallur Eri,
e  Gomuki Dam
19, Udhagamandalam | e Law's Falls, Coonoor
e Kamaraja Sagar Dam, Ooty
e [rumbu palam river, Gudalur
e Ponmani river, Pandalur and Hyathi falls, Kothagiri
20. Dindigul ¢ Vaigai river, Kannapatti, Vatlagundu,
Amaiyanaickanoor, Thalaikothu falls, Theradi
Theppam, Kottaikulam, Ammankulam, Azhagapuri
dam, Dobikanal, Kodaikanal
21 Theni e Vaigai River, Varaga Nathi, Mullai Periyar, Koftakudi
River, Vaigai Dam
22. Kanyakumari e Kanniyakumari Beach, Chothavilai Beach
e Chinnavilai Beach, Sanguthurai Beach
o Pallikonam Dam, Vettumadai Beach
e Midalam Beach, Thengapattinam Beach
e Thirparappu falls and Thamirabarani river.
23 Salem e Ammapettai eri
e Seelanaikenpatti eri
24 Perambalur & | ¢ Perambalur area — River Cauvery at Trichy
Ariyalur e Ariyalur area — Marudayaru river
e Thirumanoor — Kollidam river
e Jeyankondam — Kollidam river at Anaikarai
25 Nagapattinam, o Vettar mouth
Mayiladuthurai & | ¢ River Cauvery
Cuddalore e New beach
e Uppanaru, Sea Devanampatti, Kollidam, Vellar, river
Cauvery
26 Thiruvarur e Odambokkiyaru
e Koraiyaru
27 Ramanathapuram | e Keetamanthal sea, Naripayur sea
e Mahasalathipuram, Uppukadarkarai
e Attankudi river
o Karkavalasai kadal, Vaigai river and Sea
28. Krishnagiri e KRP dam, Kavaripattinam, Denkanikottai,
Pettairayasamy tank, Thali tank, Gowramma tank,
Panhapalli dam, Pachaikulam, Hosur
29, Dharmapuri e Vaniar Anai
e Varattaru Anai
e Echambadi Anai
o Kesargulihaliah Anai
e Thenpannaiyaru
o Hogenakkal (Cauvery)
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Annexure ,
District Collectors of Tamilnadu

No.

List of the District Collectors

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Ariyalur - 621704

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Karur - 639007

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Krishnagiri - 635001

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Madurai - 625001

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Nagapattinam - 611001

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Namakkal - 637003

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Perambalur - 621212

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Pudukottai - 622001

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Ramanathapuram - 623501

10.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Salem - 636001

11.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Sivagangai -630562

12.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Chennai -600001

13.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Thanjavur - 613001

14.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
The Nilgiris - 643001

15.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Theni - 625531

16.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Thiruvallur - 602001

17.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Tiruvannamalai -606604

18.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Thiruvarur - 610001




19.

The District Collector,
Collectorate, 52
Thirunelveli - 627009

20.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Trichirappalli - 620001

21.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Tiruppur - 641604

22.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Tuticorin - 628001

23.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Coimbatore - 641018

24.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Vellore - 632009

25.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Viluppuram - 605602

26.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Virudhunagar - 626002

27.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Tenkasi -627811

28.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Kallakurichi -606202

29.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Chengalpet -603001

30.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Tirupathur -635601

31.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Ranipet -632401

32.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Mayiladuthurai - 609001

33.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Cuddalore - 607001

34.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Dharmapuri - 636705

35.

The District Collector,

Collectorate,
Dindigul - 624004

36.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Erode - 638011

37.

The District Collector,
Collectorate,
Kancheepuram - 631501

38.

The District Collector,
Kanyakumari District
Collectorate,
Nagercoil - 629001
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From To
Thiru. R. Kannan, M.Tech., The Additional Chief Secretary to Government,
Member Secretary, Home Department,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Secretariat,
76, Mount Salai, Guindy, Chennai — 600 009.

Chennai — 600032
Lr. No: T3 /TNPCB / SWM / 25368 /2023 — 3 Dated. 02.09.2023.

Sir,

Sub: TNPCB - Solid Waste Management — Vinayagar Chathurthi Festival 2023 -
Immersion of Lord Vinayagar idols in water bodies without affecting the

environment — Action requested — Reg.

Ref: 1. TN Government Notification, G.O. Ms. No. 598 of Public (Law & Order.B)
Department dated :09.08.2018
2. CPCB revised Guidelines for Idol Immersion dated: 12.05.2020.
3. TN Government Notification, G.O. (Ms.) No. 528 of Public (Miscellaneous)
Department dated: 31.08.2023.

dkdhkdkhkk

| invite kind attention to the references cited. Vinayagar Chathurthi is one of the
important festivals celebrated in Tamil Nadu. The ancient practice was immersion of
small clay idols in water bodies, once pooja (religious rituals) is performed. Vinayagar
Chathurthi for the year 2023 falls on 18.09.2023. After performing the religious rituals
the idols are taken in a procession and immersed in the sea and other water bodies. It is
mandatory to create awareness in their respective jurisdiction on the eco friendly

celebration of Vinayagar Chathurthi this year, also as done early in every year.

The Tamil Nadu Government vide G.O. Ms. No. 598 of Public (Law & Order.B)
Department dated 09.08.2018 has issued guidelines regarding installation and worship
of Vinayagar idols and also immersion thereof with a view to maintain public peace,
tranquility, public safety, regulation of traffic and control of pollution. Copy of

Government Notification is enclosed herewith.

Also, the Central Pollution Control Board has published revised guidelines
entitled “Revised Guidelines for Idol immersion” dated 12.05.2020 and formulated a
comprehensive set of Guidelines on the practice of idol immersion in lakes, rivers and
seas and requested all the SPCBs and PCCs to ensure effective implementation of the

said guidelines (copy enclosed).

No. 76, MOUNT SALAI, GUINDY, CHENNAI - 600 032.
Tel : 044-22353134 - 139 Fax : 044-22353068
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Hence, | am to request you to kindly instruct all the District Collectors and Police
Officials to take necessary action for the safe immersion of Vinayaka idols in the

specified locations as enclosed and as per the guidelines laid down by Central Pollution

Control Board.

Encl: As above. @th@fi
o20T23

For Member Secretary

ﬁ 4”),0?—3

~9[C
Copy submitted to: B
The Additional Chief Secretary to Government,
Environment, Climate Change & Forests Department,

Secretariat,
Chennai — 600 009.
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From To
Thiru. R. Kannan, M.Tech., The Additional Chief Secretary to Government,
Member Secretary, Public (Law & Order. B) Department,
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Secretariat,
76, Mount Salai, Chennai — 600 009

Guindy,Chennai-32
Letter No: T3/ TNPCB / SWM / 22943 / 2023-2 dated: 02.09.2023

Sir,
Sub: TNPC Board — Vinayagar Chathurthi Celebrations — Action taken by
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board — Reg.

Ref: 1. TN Government Notification, G.O. Ms. No. 598 of Public (Law & Order.B)
Department dated 09.08.2018
2. CPCB revised Guidelines for Idol Immersion dated 12.05.2020.
3. TN Government Notification, G.O. (Ms.) No. 528 of Public (Miscellaneous)
Department dated 31.08.2023.

LR S e

| invite kind attention to the reference to the Government letter cited and to state
that Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board has proposed to issue press release in Tamil
and English dailies all over the State regarding the celebration of Vinayagar Chathurthi

festival in an environmentally safe manner.

The copy of the press releases both in English and Tamil are enclosed.

Further, the Home Department has been addressed to instruct all the District
Collectors and Police officials to take necessary action for the safe immersion of Lord
Vinayaka idols in the specified locations and as per the guidelines laid down by the
Tamil Nadu Government vide G.O. Ms. No. 598 of Public (Law & Order.B) Department
dated 09.08.2018 & Central Pollution Control Board. (Copy Enclosed).

This is for information Please.

Encl: As above. é/@ﬁ&\éﬂfé
Or-Fr 23

For Member Secretary

@’ ot

Copy submitted to: Ttal

The Additional Chief Secretary to Government,
Environment, Climate Change & Forests Department,
Secretariat,

Chennai — 600 009.

No. 76, MOUNT SALAI, GUINDY, CHENNAI - 600 032.
Tel : 044-22353134 - 139 Fax : 044-22353068
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From To

Thiru. R. Kannan., M.Tech., The Commissioner,

Member Secretary, Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Department, Secretariat,

76, Mount Salai, Guindy, Chennai — 600 009.

Chennai — 600032

Lr. No: T3/TNPCB / SWM / 22943/ 2023- 4 Dated. 02.09.2023

Sir,

Sub : TNPCB — Solid Waste Management — Immersion of Vinayaka idols in

water bodies without affecting the environment — Action requested — Reg.

Ref : 1. TN Government Notification, G.O. Ms. No. 598 of Public (Law &
Order.B) Department dated :09.08.2013
2. CPCB revised Guidelines for Idol Immersion dated: 12.05.2020.
3. TN Government Notification, G.O. (Ms.) No. 528 of Public
(Miscellaneous) Department dated: 31.08.2023
| invite kind attention to the references cited. Vinayagar Chathurthi is one of the
important festivals celebrated in Tamil Nadu. The ancient practice was immersion of
small clay idols in water bodies, once pooja (religious rituals) is performed. Vinayagar
Chathurthi for the year 2023 falls on 18.09.2023. After performing the religious rituals
the idols are taken in a procession and immersed in the sea and other water bodies. It is
mandatory to create awareness in their respective jurisdiction on the eco friendly

celebration of Vinayagar Chathurthi this year, also as done in early in every year.

The Tamil Nadu Government vide G.O. Ms. No. 598 of Public (Law & Order.B)
Department dated 09.08.2018 had issued guidelines regarding installation and worship
of Vinayagar idols and also immersion thereof with a view to maintain public peace,
tranquility, public safety, regulation of traffic and control of pollution. Copy of

Government Notification is enclosed herewith.

Also, the Central Pollution Control Board has published revised guidelines
entitled “Revised Guidelines for Idol immersion” dated 12.05.2020 and formulated a
comprehensive set of Guidelines on the practice of idol immersion in lakes, rivers and
seas and requested all the SPCBs and PCCs to ensure effective implementation of the

said guidelines (copy enclosed).

No. 76, MOUNT SALAI, GUINDY, CHENNAI - 600 032.
Tel : 044-22353134 - 139 Fax : 044-22353068
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Hence, | am to request you to take necessary action to create awareness amongst
the public regarding the traditional making of Lord Vinayagar idols well in advance of the
festival as per the guidelines of Central Pollution Control Board to avoid water pollution

due to immersion of the idols.

Encl: As stated above

For Member Secretary

ol g [ ‘2'0]’3

Copy submitted to:

The Additional Chief Secretary to Government,
Environment, Climate Change & Forests Department,
Secretariat,

Chennai — 600 009.
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From To
Dr.Jayanthi.M, I.F.S., The Principal Chief Secretary to Government,
Chairperson, Municipal Administration & Water Supply
Tamilnadu Pollution Control Board, Department,
76, Mount Salai, Secretariat,Chennai — 600 009.

Guindy,Chennai-32

Letter No: T3/ TNPCB / SWM / F.22943 / 2023-2 dated:14.09.2023

Sir,

Sub: TNPC Board — Vinayagar Chathurthi Festival 2023 - Immersion of Vinayagar
idols in water bodies without affecting the environment — Request for comply the

CPCB revised Guidelines for Idol Immersion Reg.

Ref: 1. CPCB revised Guidelines for Idol Immersion dated 12.05.2020. (copy enclosed)
2. Hon'ble NGT (SZ), Order dated 12.09.2023 in O.A No.135 of 2023 (copy enclosed)
3.Complaint received from the public dated 13.09.2023 (copy enclosed)

Fhdkkdkkhkkhhhkkkk

I invite kind attention to the reference to the 3™ cited, wherein complaints have
been received from the public for taking necessary steps to ensure the compliance of

CPCB guidelines for immersion of eco-friendly idols for Vinayagar Chathurthi Festival.

Meanwhile the Hon’ble NGT (SZ) in 0.A.No0.135/2023 vide order
dated:12.09.2023 (copy enclosed) has directed to ensure implementation of the CPCB

guidelines for idol immersion 2020 and to file an action taken report.

In this regard it is informed that as per the revised guidelines issued by the Central
Pollution Control Board for the idol immersion, the following roles and responsibilities of

the Local and Urban Authorities inter alia are as follows,

i.  Licenses/permits may be granted by the Local and Urban Bodies within the
respective jurisdiction to only those Idol manufacturers or makers or craftsman or
artisans who uses only eco-friendly natural clay materials (but not PoP or baked
clay) in making idols, prior to festive times.

ii.  While granting licenses or permits to the idol makers a list of permitted and non-
permitted substances to be used for making/coloring/decorating idols may be
provided to the Idol makers or craftsman or artisans.

iii. Only registered or licensed idol maker or craftsmen or artisans should be strictly
allowed to make idols within the jurisdiction of the respective Urban and Local

Bodies as the case may be, in accordance with these guidelines.

No. 76, MOUNT SALAI, GUINDY, CHENNAI - 600 032.
Tel : 044-22353134 - 139 Fax : 044-22353068
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iv. Public should be educated on aspects relating to procurement of eco-friendly
idols only from the licensed or permitted idol makers or craftsman or artisans,
location details of idol makers, type of materials to be used for ill effects of
immersion of idols/Tazias in the holy water bodies and the existing guidelines for

idol immersion through mass awareness programme.

In view of the above it is requested to issue necessary guidancef/instructions to

the Rural & Urban Local Bodies for strict compliance of Guidelines of the CPCB.

Encl: As above.

oo s
For Chairperson
Copy submitted to: w1 B>
The Additional Chief Secretary to Government,
Environment, Climate Change & Forests Department,

Secretariat,
Chennai — 600 009.
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ANNEXURE-7

Photographs showing the Press release to created awareness among public
for Vinayagar Chaturthi Newspaper

B
2y

News article published in DT Next Tamil Newspaper dated 05.09.2023
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News article published in The Hindu Tamil Newspaper dated 12.09.2023
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PRESS RELEASE
GUIDELINES RELATING TO IMMERSION OF LORD VINAYAGAR IDOLS
Tamil Nadu has one of the finest traditions in the country towards protecting

environment under the benevolent governance of Hon’ble Chief Minister, Tamil Nadu. It is

the duty of every citizen to protect our environment and safeguard our water bodies (sea,

lakes and river etc.,) in order to ensure that our drinking water sources are maintained

pristine and pure. In this regard, the public are requested to celebrate Vinayagar Chathurthi

festival by immersing the idols only in the places notified for each district by the District

Administration and following the CPCB guidelines for idol immersion (available in the

TNPCB website www.tnpcb.gov.in), to protect our water bodies.

Therefore the public are requested to follow the guidelines given below:

1

Idols made up of only natural, bio-degradable, eco-friendly raw materials without any
toxic, inorganic raw materials such as traditional virtuous clay and mud as well as
free from Plaster of Paris (PoP), plastic and thermocol (polystyrene) shall alone
permitted for safe immersion in water bodies.

Only dried flower components, straw may be used for making ornaments of idols and
natural resins of trees may be used as a shining material for making idols attractive.
Use of single use plastic and thermocol materials shall not be permitted strictly and
eco-friendly materials as straw structure should be used in making idols or
decoration of idols / pandals / tazias in order to prevent pollution in water bodies.

Use of toxic and non-biodegradable chemical dyes / oil paints for painting idols
should be strictly prohibited. Enamel and synthetic dye based paints on idols should
be discouraged instead eco-friendly water — based, bio-degradable and non-toxic
natural dyes should be used.

For beautification of idols, removable and washable decorative clothes made only
with natural materials and natural dyes shall be used in place of disposable material
containing paints and other toxic chemicals.

It is requested to immerse the idols only in the places notified for each district by the
District Administration and also by the guidelines specified by the Tamil Nadu

Pollution Control Board.

The public are requested to celebrate Vinayagar Chathurthi festival without polluting

the environment.

The District Collector, Superintendent of Police and the District Environmental

Engineer may be contacted for further details.

Cgf‘ik%jé
07235,
I;i%r Member Secretary

al e

(0
No. 76, MOUNT SALAI, GUINDY, CHENNAI - 600 (53%
Tel : 044-22353134 - 139 Fax : 044-22353068
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&HMIF G emov Ungismiusley QsTaTmIsM ([ fmbs wmblovons sWlpsD eSlembhisl
OIBSIDG. HFOHMIFEPPOL urHSMIGlL wEsMSIW HBLEHEG Wsuuilu &Lemw
BmésSIing. B Hlemevssr (HL6v, Spmi WHMID (HEMD) BEHES GHUBl DWEHMSH DS
s5BSDg. B Hlemevsener ungIBETEGD aemsulley amSD eSiEmust FHIFs5S]
aSlprellemesr @anerLn(BbGurgl,  eSlpmusi  Hevevsomer B Hlemevssiflev
seoruugherer wHSWw  wre  sL_@ourlh emflu  eudlsm (hsevsetleTuly

(www.tnpcb.gov.in  eTedin SevemruseTsSSlh 2 eirerg)) I L Hlifeunss Sy

GOUEILUU_(Beiter &L iseflev I B SIS SFHMFEGLEOD UNHSTEHS

605 HI6mULY euphIGLTM et 6T CaL (h&O\smer&SIGmest.
6TaTG6, QUG &S EHEES SHLD&EL M Bauessr (h Gsmer eSl_tu® Slms.

1. soflbeoremmey  GEwwlul’ Lgb woHhmid SlemmsioL i  Spstumfleio  (PoP),
Slemmeivig s  wHmMID @ FIGsTeL  (UmeSlevig fledr)  &evemEUIHMGILDTEDT,
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eSipmusi FHemevasemer Hiblemevsafley umgsMIUTET (WPWeoMUSleh ST S

SiSHl&E&IUH Slmg).

2. flomovsefler  pureomhseT  SWMHOIUSHE 2 6ViHS WEVE  &o MIGET,
cmausGsmsu  Gumesmemey  UWESTU(R HSUIUL 6VMLD. Guepib, &Flemeva emerr
uerueTiIuNg LIHNINSHE s erflesr Swbhens Slfesraseir
uwesTU(h &&UUL_6VID.

3. ®0p (Woom uwesTURSHID Slemmeivig s WHMID CGMiLTEGsTEL EUTIHL_&6emer
UWeTURSHS SeTILlUNEG SiESlssluLngl. B Hlevevssr wrs Ul DS
Sh&EeD  Ounapl(h, mausGsmeb  Gumedin &HMIFSGLOIGE 2 &6H5
GunpL_ser i (H G Hemevser Hwmflés Dicvevg HlemevseiT/uihse0E 6Te 6T

Siovtisflés vwesTulh &5 Geuedor (Hib.

No. 76, MOUNT SALAI, GUINDY, CHENNAI - 600 032.
Tel : 044-22353134 - 139 Fax : 044-22353068
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From To
Dr. Jayanthi. M. LF.S., The Director of
Chairperson, Information and Public Relations,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Secretariat,
76, Mount Salai, Guindy, Chennai — 600 009.

Chennai — 600 032.
Letter No. T3/TNPCB/ SWM/F.22943/2023 Dated: 14.09.2023

Sir/Madam,

Sub: Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board —  Vinayagar Chathurthi Idol
Immersion -Press release in English and Tamil-To be issued in all
the News Papers Daily and Media for wide coverage — Requested
- Reg.
A copy of the press release in connection with the Vinayagar Chathurthi Idol
Immersion is enclosed herewith. | request that the press release may kindly be
published in all the dailies in State Level News Papers (Both Tamil & English) for

wide coverage.

Thanking you.

Encl: 1). Approved press release Hard Copy.
2). Approved press release Soft copy CD.

/C/'-‘/
Chaifaerson

,&\o1l2}

"

No. 76, MOUNT SALAI, GUINDY, CHENNAI - 600 032.
Tel : 044-22353134 - 139 Fax : 044-22353068
Email : tnpcb-chn@gov.in  Web : tnpcb.gov.in
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PRESS RELEASE

GUIDELINES RELATING TO IMMERSION OF LORD VINAYAGAR IDOLS

Tamil Nadu has one of the finest traditions in the country towards protecting

environment. It is the duty of every citizen to protect our environment and safeguard

our water bodies (sea, lakes and river etc.,) in order to ensure that our drinking water

sources are maintained pristine and pure. In this regard, the public are requested to

celebrate Vinayagar Chathurthi festival by immersing the idols only in the places

notified for each district by the District Administration and following the CPCB

guidelines for idol immersion (available in the TNPCB website www.tnpcb.gov.in), to

protect our water bodies.

Therefore the public are requested to follow the guidelines given below:

1.

Idols made up of only natural, bio-degradable, eco-friendly raw materials
without any toxic, inorganic raw materials such as traditional virtuous clay and
mud as well as free from Plaster of Paris (PoP), plastic and thermocol

(polystyrene) shall alone permitted for safe immersion in water bodies.

. Only dried flower components, straw may be used for making ornaments of

idols and natural resins of trees may be used as a shining material for making
idols attractive.

Use of single use plastic and thermocol materials shall not be permitted
strictly and eco-friendly materials like straw should be used in making idols or
decoration of idols / pandals / tazias in order to prevent pollution in water
bodies.

Use of toxic and non-biodegradable chemical dyes / oil paints for painting
idols should be strictly prohibited. Enamel and synthetic dye based paints on
idols should be discouraged instead eco-friendly water —based, bio-
degradable and non-toxic natural dyes should be used.

For beautification of idols, removable and washable decorative clothes made
only with natural materials and natural dyes shall be used in place of

disposable material containing paints and other toxic chemicals.

mm‘gmﬁti,lzl
T

No. 76, MOUNT SALAI, GUINDY, CHENNAI - 600 032.
Tel : 044-22353134 - 139 Fax : 044-22353068
Email : tnpcb-chn@gov.in  Web : tnpcb.gov.in
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6. It is requested to immerse the idols only in the places notified for each district
by the District Administration and also by the guidelines issued by the Central

Pollution Control Board.

The public are requested to celebrate Vinayagar Chathurthi festival in an eco
friendly manner.

The District Collector, Superintendent of Police and the District Environmental
Engineer, TNPC Board may be contacted for further details.

- v

Chairpgrson
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board

b

g\l
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Press release Given by the District Collectors

Photographs showing the awareness created for Vinayagar Chaturthi Newspaper

Chennai
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News article published in Dinathanthi Tamil Newspaper dated 08.09.2023

(Kancheepuram)

Press Release on Various Newspapers

News article published in Dinamalar Tamil Newspaper dated 12.09.2023
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News article published in The Hindu Tamil Newspaper dated 12.09.2023
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Press releases given in leading news papers
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News article published in The Hindu Tamil Newspaper dated 07.09.2023
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News article published in Dinakaran Tamil Newspaper dated 13.09.2023
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News article published in Dinamani Tamil Newspaper dated 14.09.2023
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3" Press release on 17" September and press clippings about inspection carried at
manufacturing places of Vinayagar idols
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News article published in Dinathanthi Tamil Newspaper dated 15.09.2023
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News article published in Dinamalar Tamil Newspaper dated 16.09.2023
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News article published in Dinakaran Tamil Newspaper dated 14.09.2023
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Cuddalore

Awareness programme arrangements etc.,

News article published in Dinathanthi Tamil Newspaper dated 12.09.2023
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Tiruvarur

News article published in Dinamalar Tamil Newspaper dated 09.09.2023
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News article published in Dinakaran Tamil Newspaper dated 09.09.2023
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Vellore

News article published in Dinakaran Tamil Newspaper dated 08.09.2023
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Ranipet District

News article published in Dinamani Tamil Newspaper dated 10.09.2023
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DGR LTRSS AMsUTA BT
Fnsamar iRmaaafsd Smyhs Caimm(pi
CUN 55 (EhHE (S o)L L gug,su

swamamBs, Qsn. 6 LTey - BES 7 DTS
ST NN wran L H@IOPFFULGD. Pare SOWFRIES 2555 BT
P SpTRITGTY 6 S 17 S O GET TG (0 .01 G
Feaved v Derer Gyl sUTALUSHS eiGs SRULIHD (FUIDENS 07 a0
DagPols S MVEOL Wl sy ser. ad &8 WL GG vwsiTuB S
BTaE: ‘Bamer Tumer s CGaueiwPid.

SCTETEGHERD T pens 11w O Revsw senar syp
BUBES WSITET L

BB g flenevasy (it BESSLUC suir. VTS
wHe FHaTin) FLUEE Senaumenar UsTL LS & aair oo LD
95 TTES HOD  aTILITS LT BER TR ST

Qaseresere. QUi

D5, BFEencsener UTE SHE oy s
STEHE umsaidd sw Fohos IRy
Sy ORSTUET SHTED s LWL DS
alpTena) RETENL TEUD S L L @ mib, & o g b
Cumzm eipowag P Comrin o : - Quoms Fruss
sever g mewsale appmp LS OUESHD s @Fu e us e
SDCOUSHETET 1wh  NTTGd DAL BBE N STT geni mer
Bor wrs SCPOOTE wTlsre Qurml sener @G0 e UGS
UL FTL G B W LT UBES ST OUTE L Garsy L. alsT
Ly www.trpch gov.in EsLiue gy i O wran” . @i
Teirp Qencrusa BB B T > D SAT D
adrer o @A SH&G0 QO B e TS Sesirg
sEBermer Ao Bard Sursip sRgidtan  seren.yeoan mrCaaoar
UL @ @ E A BUSS e RUTBC AT T QET g #dagrri T
el Gih Keords cHas e GG Rawsd swur  gdf, s endarrGul ene
DY urgETES ph Déa sidag Smewadr. od, Daprorewd o,
BIRPLIY RS G DT UEEDEanar coyeumImii s BETusR et <y Rur
Cxl BEQuosrar LGB U LRSS G Bin B Srsefich ol Bib m8p
M. Desrayindg o Renosamde aFomd prE wre st @Oore
LS QEbulols. EasHE pdoe wHWE amfiusBeda SPaupens
i T wdkang rETwer smuih, ofler Ly, sempEs e
U Lmflay, Nerreog. s oraln Qe il ar e oo PaEsou@n. aiprw s
gt Wi oy 143 wxeew ZeTIg L Wi sH afprenes sp

s EG uDwna
| Quoma G

sl Ul ererm  womar
P Goupes QRuirgnodsmer Cre. B
deng sy L. Garararco®Rne.
[~ G e e e wdor ey sy S e
B Deas mafics Limgymots LIy o DO NICT DO i (D e

e o by, |

News article published in Dinakaran Tamil Newspaper dated 06.09.2023



89

KNG GI00 TRE5NS albrusi Amsadr
(b i Sevcbsalld semydas Sigping

° 0 7 AT '
SCVSLIT &Hau  [7oras grres
f : i ‘27@”5@' ) @aﬂggrrmm
ST SSPNEE), GlL1.6- DEOSU LIISTLIB SS LI I_GUITLD. G;s%f e i
MITMUUWL@ eurrrfl Heneusener LieTLIeT LTS @simlrr_gu 2S5 G)a'u.'z@a’:@
USSS aufsT @sd | wrhnuspE oSl | DL supL Beirers).
v  SppIEGeow | Qupens LIRGTEET LweTL = =0

uUTR&sTs Qpmwsi

Sevevsever L Gub B

Peoowsaley sanpgss

DRSS IIBIUD 6TeT

ST SSNFR HGlevSL_i

SrasTonrt Qshais;

SeTermir.

s Qsm_frumrs <2/eurr
Qeveui_@Beirer QIR
BNIY o pRuNBLisgsm UGl -~

D13 B M0 LTGIETEHS
| Spmusi g gRenuw apesr
:s!ﬂl'_@ ABTwaET Senevaser
B Benevseaileny SeTLILISH
FETew WwEHEDu wres SL_ GBI
luT® errfiwsDer anfasme’
@5cizaaﬁsiruq_ www.tnpch.
gov.in ereirp Qenemrwigers
Em 2.crem wmeut’ 1 Bireur
EEDerTR GECIN_ 1
@mm O _rizeaflen wL_@BLo
TR F i DI CoHYpanev Ly
FTES QEZIeOpLILy RUTLIEA
wrgy Qal;@é@andrmuu@
Zng

@srt gy 10 6 enir aerf] Lo 6dar
| esmren Cladmicnn_gup Lofp
| o LIenrreive__gr Byt Larrrfle,
| tiemmeivig 4, wipin Ogr‘hmr‘
QC:II“\)ILJIT adeivig eir) mevene
wnDnINLTEnr, a4, & Y pe
LT B g, ryasi%un@:i'::
Ty Qo dmii Qs
o Femevacir £ Pensvmetien
T T sy eur apenpuilev
SEDY b5, ~PISDNLZ) St 1D,
1Tanssicyy 4, DAMLH Bbenso

Fencvamafesr ~RUIIT 6w s it
gsnumﬂl_‘:ugsa'z@ &_CUIT b LoSUT

DT, eneusBaure Guimeir

| St esipenes Limphames

@SS _eurib. g wpenm
uuzlsi'ru@glgu.b wermenig &
wppib Qs wmsBsmed
Quimr@pL_senear LUIGTU®RS S
<2/SYLOS) Fevemav.

ﬁ#ﬁmamirwnﬁu@mmg
SOSGL aumsuied emeuss
Gameb Guireirp FDDIEFCHL
QISSG 28555 QUITBL e
L BCLo Renevser swimrhsses
<Yeug Hemevaser, (370
ST BIVEISNGES LTy
@g.g Gaueior @b. Newevss
@55& eurewTd LyFeusnp
BEFF Lommitb Loa'san% a’&fu!lps(?r
FTUWLD, GTCIHTENENT GMeTTERTL)
YUsssaner LwSTLURSS e ||
gy Nevevsafer B erewrm | |
wev  wpHppid  QEwpenss | |
FTUSDSG 19 11601 _uirss
Q&medori_ UG 6WT Lty F 5
Z::nfﬂ uumu@sgd;am_rrg/.

THDTS & mpHp& &
n_a/tlg D& & G.L?Esz.#(z
SULILIDD @uipenss &mrusms
Femer L BGwo LIwIssT LR g
B Gevelsr @b,

denoadr ampdsLEId

O_Kazelr

af B us ey Aemsv ®men ar
omeu L Bivanr &g e el
GO L1l B eirer T
Sedart_peLgvr i grif), FmIsrmey
o erif), & ks em
afl. Bosreaigrir oM, |
Vasrup@ ) ewenr ‘thu
Q_diseflev 1w B> S
BAT@ 1o & S BCUITER eumef)
w1 Resr WIDupenpEaisirig.
EENT I B SRLOREHILIBDUb,

News article published in Dinathanthi Tamil Newspaper dated 06.09.2023

The Hindu Bureau
KALLAKURICHI

The Kallakurichi district
administration has ap-
pealed to the public to fol-
low the detailed guidelines
issued by the Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board
(TNPCB) for immersion of
idols in the waterbodies
during the Vinayaka Chath-
urthi festival. .

In a press release, Col-
lector Sravan Kumar Jata-
vath said that idols made of

“Follow guidelines
issued by TNPCB
for idol immersion’

eco-friendly materials like

‘kizhangu flour’, sago

waste and those without

chemicals and chemical
paint will alone be allowed
for immersion.. Idols made
with baked clay are not al-
lowed to be immersed in
waterbodies.

The district administra-
tion has permitted immer-
sion of idols at Arakanda-
nallur tank, Sankarapuram
tank, Ulundurpet tank,
Thirunavalur tank and Go-

mukhi dam.

News article published in The Hindu Tamil Newspaper dated 07.09.2023
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Krishnagiri District

Public Advertisement regarding Vinayagar Chathurthi Festival idol immersion :
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Vinayakar Chaturdi — Press Release

News article published in The Hindu News article published in The Hindu
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Coimbatore

Newspaper advertisement published in Coimbatore District regarding instructions for
eco-friendly Vinayagar Chaturthi celebration in Dinamalar on 13.09.2023
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Tiruppur

Newspaper advertisement published in Tiruppur District regarding instructions for
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Ooty

Newspaper advertisement published in Ooty District regarding instructions for eco-
friendly Vinayagar Chaturthi celebration in Dinamalar on 16.09.2023
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Tirunelveli

Photographs of the Vinayagar ChathurthiProgramme carried out in the
Kanniyakumari District
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Press release published in Dinamani Daily on 17.09.2023

VINAYAKA CHATURTHI

Only idols free of PoP can
be immersed: Collector

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Thoothukudi

IN order to encourage an eco-
friendly Vinayaka Chaturthi
celebration, the districtadmin-
istration said only those Gane-
sha idols free of Plaster of Par-
is (PoP) and thermocol
will be allowed for im-
mersion in water
bodies.

Thoothukudi Collec-
tor Dr K Senthil Raj
said, idols made of natu-
ral and biodegradable raw
materials such as clay and mud
will only be permitted for im-
mersion. Usage of toxic non-
biodegradable dyes or colours
for painting will be strictly pro-
hibited, he said. The collector
added that removable and

washable clothes made of eco-
friendly materials and dyes
must be used for decorating the
idols.

He also requested devotees to
immerse the idols only in plac-
es notified by the district ad-
ministration and by following

the guidelines of the Tamil
Nadu Pollution Control

Board (TNPCB).
Earlier, the district
administration had en-
hanced security at idol
manufacturing centres
in Thattarmadam and
Muthaiapuram of Thoothuku-
di district. Families from Rajas-
than, settled at Muthaiapuram,
have hand crafted more than
500 Vinayagar idols of sizes
ranging from 2 feet to 8 feet for

the festival.

Press release published in The Indian Express Daily on 17.09.2023

Photographs of the Vinayagar Chathurthi Inspection and Awareness Progrmme
carried out in the Virudhunagar District
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Press release published in ThinaThanthi Daily on 06.09.2023

Press release published in Dinamalar Daily on 06.09.2023



Annexure - 8

Environment, Climate Change and
Forest Department

Fort St. George, Secretariat,

Chennai - 600 009.

E-mail : forsec@tn.gov.in

Dir : 044 - 2567 1511

Fax : 044 - 2567 0040

SUPRIYA SAHU, 1as

Additional Chief Secretary to Government

DO Letter No. 7437/EC.2 /2023-1 dated: 15.09.2023p.¢cq

...................................

Dear Collectors,

Sub: TNPCB - Solid Waste Management — Vinayagar Chathurthi
Festival 2023 - Immersion of Vinayagar idols in water bodies
without affecting the environment — Hon’ble NGT (SZ), Order
dated 12.09.2023 in O.A No.135 of 2023 — For Necessary
compliance — Reg.

Ref: 1. G.O. Ms. No. 598 of Public (Law & Order. B) Department
dated 09.08.2018 (Copy enclosed)
2. CPCB revised Guidelines for Idol Immersion dated 12.05.2020
(copy enclosed)
3. Hon’ble NGT (SZ), Order dated 12.09.2023 in O.A No0.135 of
2023 (copy enclosed)

*kkkkk

As you are aware that the Vinayakar Chathurthi is one of the important festivals in
Tamil Nadu which will be celebrated on 18" September,2023 this year. It is
important to celebrate this festival in an eco-friendly manner to avoid pollution of
water bodies.

The Tamil Nadu Government vide G.O. Ms. No. 598 of Public (Law & Order. B)
Department dated 09.08.2018 has issued guidelines regarding installation and
worship of Vinayakar idols and also immersion thereof with a view to maintain
public peace, tranquility, public safety, regulation of traffic and control of pollution.

The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has published revised guidelines
titled “Revised Guidelines for Idol immersion” dated 12.05.2020 and formulated a
comprehensive set of guidelines on the practice of idol immersion in lakes, rivers
& sea. The said guidelines also elaborate various roles and responsibilities of the
Government departments.

| request you to take necessary action for the safe & eco-friendly immersion of
Vinayakar idols as per the guidelines laid down by the Central Pollution Control
Board.

With warm regards,

Yours sincerely,

(SUPRIYA'SAHU)
To

All District Collectors (w.e)

Let us join hands to Beat Plastic Pollution !!!
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TAMIL NADU POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD (&l

Memo. No: T3/TNPCB / SWM / F.22943/ 2023 — 1 Dated. 14.09.2023

TNPCB — Solid Waste Management — Vinayagar Chathurthi Festival 2023 -
Immersion of Vinayagar idols in water bodies without affecting the environment —
Hon’ble NGT (SZ), Order dated 12.09.2023 in O.A No.135 of 2023 — Instruction

issued for Immediate Action— Reg.

TN Government Notification, G.O. Ms. No. 598 of Public (Law & Order.B)
Department dated 09.08.2018

Lr. No: T3/TNPCB / SWM / 22943/ 2023 — 1 Dated. .08.2023

CPCB revised Guidelines for Idol Immersion dated 12.05.2020

Board Circular Memo: T3/TNPCB / SWM / 22943 / 2023 Dated:02 .09.2023

5. Hon’ble NGT (SZ), Order dated 12.09.2023 in O.A No.135 of 2023 (copy enclosed)

Tk gk

The attention of the District Environmental Engineers, TNPCB, is invited to

reference fourth cited. wherein the Hon'ble NGT,SZ given the following directions

regarding the Immersion of Vinayagar idols in water bodies in Vinayagar Chathurthi

Festival ,

... 10. The learned counsel appearing for the Tamil Nadu Pollution Control

Board would state that already necessary communication in this regard has been

sent to all the District Collectors to be conveyed to the local authorities to follow

the above guidelines.

11. However, to ensure the implementation of the same, we direct that a

Committee may be constituted comprising of (i) Secretary to Government —

Public Department, (ii) Additional Chief Secretary/Commissioner — Revenue

Administration, and (iiij) Chairman — Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board headed

by the Additional Chief Secretary to Government, Department of Environment,

Climate Change and Forests to simplify the guidelines in consonance with the

CPCB Guidelines and enforce the same in all the districts.

12.It is also specifically directed that the eco-sensitive water bodies like the

one mentioned in this application viz., Pulicat Lake, Rivers, Estuaries,

Ramsar wetlands, etc. be consciously avoided.

13. As the festival is fast approaching and in the State of Tamil Nadu, it is already

proposed to celebrate on 18th September 2023, let the authorities take

necessary action in this regard.”

No. 76, MOUNT SALAI, GUINDY, CHENNAI - 600 032.
Tel ; 044-22353134 - 139 Fax : 044-22353068
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In the above said order of Hon’ble NGT, Pulicat lake and Ramsar wetlands

have been specifically mentioned. In Tamil Nadu the following Ramsar wetlands

are declared

SI.No | District Name of the Wetland

1 Nagapatinam and Tiruvarur | Point Calimere

2 Chennai Pallikaranai Marshland

3 Chengalpattu Vedanthangal Bird Sanctuary

4 Chengalpattu Karikili Bird Sanctuary

5 Cuddalore Pichavaram Mangrove

6 Erode Vellode Bird Sanctuary

i Kanyakumari Suchindram — Theroor wetland complex
8 Kanyakumari Vembannur Wetland complex

9 Ramanathapram Chitrangudi Bird Sanctuary

10 Ramanathapram Gulf of Mannar Marine Biosphere Reserve
11 Ramanathapram Kanjirankulam Bird Sanctuary

12 Tirunelveli Koonthankulam Bird Sanctuary

13 Tiruvarur Udayamarthandapuram Bird Sanctuary
14 Tiruvarur Vaduvur Bird Sanctuary

In view of above, it is requested that the District Environmental Engineers whose
jurisdiction falls in the above mentioned Districts shall take necessary action to
communicate the same to the District Administration for compliance of the
direction issued by the Hon’ble NGT (SZ) dated 12.09.2023 in O.A No.135 of 2023 by

prohibiting the immersion of idols in Pulicat lake and above said Ramsar wetlands.

District

Administration to avoid/prohibit the activities of immersion of idols in the above

Further the DEE’s are requested to co-ordinate with the

water bodies/ wet lands and divert the same to the other alternative location
which are approved by the Government. Necessary Press release shall also be
issued in consultation with District Collector.

The receipt of the memo shall be acknowledged.

Encl: As above.
For Chairperson
To \

The District Environmental Engineer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
TNPCB, Gummidipoondi, Nagapatinam,
MaraimalaiNagar, Cuddalore, Erode,
Nagercoil, Ramanathapuram & Tirunelveli

\ L,"! o4 | 2023

Copy to :

The Joint Chief Environmental Engineer(Monitoring),
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Chennai, Cuddalore, Trichy, Salem, Madurai & Tirunelveli

Copy Submitted to :

The Additional Chief Secretary to Government,
Environment, Climate Change & Forest (EC.2) Department,
Secretariat,

Chennai — 600 009

K&M

'49) 22
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Lifestyle for
Environment

PRESS RELEASE

Tamil Nadu has a longstanding tradition

towards conservation and protection of

environment. It is time to celebrate the Vinayagar Chathurthi festival in an eco-

friendly manner and Immerse idols only in places notified for each district by the
District Administration by following the CPCB guidelines (available in the TNPCB

website www.thpcb.gov.in).

Do’s and Don’ts for Vinayagar Chathurthi

Do’s

Don’ts

Use Eco-Friendly Ganesha ldols

Don’t Use Plaster of Paris (PoP) Idols

Decoration of idols and pandals with eco-
friendly Materials

Don't Use Harmful Chemicals, Single use
plastic, Thermocol and Synthetic dyes in
Decorations

Use eco-friendly water-based, bio-
degradable, and non-toxic natural dyes for
idol

Don't use toxic and non-bio degradable
chemical dyes/oil paints for painting idol

Use Eco-Friendly Pooja material like flowers,
leaves, clothes

Don't use Single use plastic and Thermocol
materials for pooja material

Use washable and removable decorative
clothes

Don't use disposable materials containing
paints and other toxic chemicals

Use biodegradable/reusable and

glasses for Prasadam distribution

plates

Avoid using single-use plastics like disposable
plates, cups, spoons, and straws during the
festival

Segregation and Disposal of the Waste
Responsibly

Don't Litter and dump waste

Idol immersion to be done in notified places

Don't Immerse Idols in undesignated Water
Bodies

Opt for eco-friendly lighting options such as
LED bulbs

Don’t use Filament bulbs for decorative
lighting

Store and reuse decorations for future

celebrations as much as possible

Don’t use single use decorative items

Sd/-xxxx
Chalrperson

Fgl&)\ialrperson

s\qiwn

\s}t‘{llu";

No. 76, MOUNT SALAI, GUINDY, CHENNAI -

Tel : 044-22353134 - 139
Email : tnpcb-chn@gov.in

600 032.
Fax : 044-22353068
Web : tnpcb.gov.in
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No. 76, MOUNT SALAI, GUINDY, CHENNAI - 600 032.
Tel : 044-22353134 - 139 Fax : 044-22353068
Email : tnpcb-chn@gov.in  Web : thpcb.gov.in
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Lifestyle for
Environment

From
Dr.Jayanthi.M. IFS,
Chairperson,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

76, Mount Salai, Guindy,
Chennai — 600 032

Work Order No.T3/TNPCB/SWWNI/F.22943/IDOL/ 2012, Dated : 15.09.2023

Annexure - 11
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To

Group Manager- Suryan FM
Sun TV Network Limited,
Murasoli Maran Towers, 73,
MRC Nagar, Chennai-600028

Sir,

it
10(BheH B0

Sub: TNPC Board - SWM - Broadcasting awareness campaign among the public
during Vinayagar Chathurthi festival through FM Radio for three days in the
cities such as Chennai, Coimbatore, Madurai, Trichy, Tirunelveli, Tuticorin,
Vellore, Salem and Erode from 17.09.2023 to 19.09.2023- Work Order issued

— Reg.

Ref: 1. G.0.Ms.No.598 Public (Law & Order B) Department dated 09.08.2018
2. CPCB Guidelines for Idol Immersion dated 12.05.2020
3. Hon’ble NGT (SZ) in O.A.N0.135 of 2023 dated: 12.09.2023.
4. Suryan FM quotation dated: 14.09.2023

Quotation received from M/s. Suryan FM

kkkkkk

for broadcasting awareness

campaign among the public during Vinayagar Chathurthi festival through FM for

three days in the 9 stations at Chennai, Coimbatore, Madurai, Trichy, Tirunelveli,

Tuticorin, Vellore, Salem and Erode and the quoted total amount of Rs.7,05,381/-

(Rupees Seven Lakhs Five Thousands Three Eighty One only)

accepted.

Details of broadcasting is as below:

have been

"

Cities

Chennai, Coimbatore, Madurai, Trichy, Tirunelveli,
Tuticorin, Vellore, Salem and Erode

Schedule Timings

7 am to 9 pm

Slots per day

Commercial durations

30 Seconds

Total Campaign days:

3 days (17.09.2023 to 19.09.2023)

Net amount

Rs.7,05,381/- including 18% GST (/- (Rupees Seven

Lakhs Five Thousands Three Eighty One oniy)

No. 76, MOUNT SALAI, GUINDY, CHENNAI - 600 032.
Tel : 044-22353134 - 139 Fax : 044-22353068
Email : tnpcb-chn@gov.in

Web : tnpch.gov.in
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In this regard, work order is issued to broad cast the Vinayagar Chathurthi
awareness audio for three days from 17.09.2023 to 19.09.2023 through Suryan FM.
The payment of Rs.7,05,381/- (Rupees Seven Lakhs Five Thousands Three
Eighty One only) will be released only after the submission of invoice and
Certificate of Broad cast with air time details. Material for broad casting has already
been issued.

The receipt of this work order may be acknowledged.

Encl: 1.Schedule
2. Terms and Conditions

K st

hairperson

Copy to %’)fb

X
1. The Financial Advisor,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,

Chennai — 600 032

2. PS to Chairperson

3. PA to Member Secretary



Name of work:

Chathurthi Festival
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SCHEDULE

To Broadcast awareness campaign among

the public during Vinayagar

through FM for two days in the stations such as Chennai,

Coimbatore, Madurai, Trichy, Tirunelveli, Tuticorin, Vellore, Salem and Erode on
17.09.2023 to 19.09.2023.

The description of work and prices are as follows:

Name of | Broadcasting | Durations No.of No. Total Rate/Seconds | Amount GST Amount
the City to station in days of | Seconds Excluding | 18 % | including
Broad cast seconds from slots in Rs. GSTin

16.09.23 | per Rs.
to day
19.09.23

Chennai Suryan FM 30 3 30 2700 574 154980 | 27896 | 182876
Coimbatore | Suryan FM 30 3 30 2700 277 74790 13462 88252

Madurai Suryan FM 30 3 30 2700 213 57510 10352 67862

Trichy Suryan FM 30 3 30 2700 247 66690 12004 | 78694
Tirunelveli Suryan FM 30 3 30 2700 192 51840 9331 61171
Tuticorin Suryan FM 30 3 30 2700 128 34560 6221 40781
Vellore Suryan FM 30 3 30 2700 192 51840 9331 61171
Salem Suryan FM 30 3 30 2700 221 59670 10741 70411
Erode Suryan FM 30 3 30 2700 170 45900 8262 54162
597780 | 107601 | 705381

Rs.7,05,381/- (Rupees Seven Lakhs Five Thousands Three Eighty One only
S)l%\(:hairpergﬁ\\wx)

e

\E‘lm]?’}’
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS

. The prices mentioned in the schedule are inclusive of all activities and other

works as directed by the higher officials and as mentioned in the schedule.

The rates of GST & other taxes in force etc., should be quoted separately.

3 The rates mentioned in the schedule are firm and not subject to variation at

any cost whatsoever reasons.
The work shall be completed within 3 days from 17.09.2023 to 19.09.2023
between 7 am to 9 pm.

Terms of Payment:

5.

Payment will be made only after the completion of work and satisfied by
TNPCB.

6. Income tax as per rules in force will be recovered from the bill.

7. If any notice in such a case, the Board shall be at liberty to entrust the work to

any other agency who ought to have it to be carried out at the risk and cost of

the contractor.

WL
Forbalrpers c}\l o

\&\\9‘1\9’}
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Tamil Nadu Pollution'@&ntrol Board —
4

Posted by Jeevitha Vadivel

T1d-(8
Green and Eco-friendly Ways to Celebrate Vinayagar
Chaturthi

Let's celebrate this festival by removing the decorations
from the house itself and keeping the garbage from getting
into the water bodies.

#TamilNaduPollutionControlBoard #TNPCE #Monitoring
#Controlling #PollutionLegislation #PollutionStandards
#PollutionControl #PopPaintsidols #Waterpollution
#ProtectEnvironment #Ecofriendly
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T Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board R

Let's celebrate this festival by removing the

decorations from the house itself and keeping

the garbage from getting into the water hodi

i@ www.tnpcb.gov.in

D10 1 share 19.7k views
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Green Ways to Celebrate
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ANNEXURE-13

CONSOLIDATED DETAILS OF APPROVED & NON-APPROVED VINAYAGAR IDOL

MANUFACTURERS AND APPROVED PANTHAL FOR VINAYAGAR IDOLS BY THE

POLICE DEPARTMENT

0O/o Joint Chief Environmental Engineer [JCEE(M).] Chennai

Name of the No of approved No of un-approved No of approved
Revenue idols Manufacturer |idols Manufacturer | Panthal for Vinayagar
District identified during Idols

Inspection
Chennai Nil 11 1426
Tiruvallur 15 14 877
Kancheepuram NIL 16 322
Chengalpattu 14 3 446
Total 29 44 2749

O/o JCEE(M) Cuddalore

Name of the No of approved No of un-approved No of approved
Revenue idols Manufacturer |idols Manufacturer | Panthal for Vinayagar
District identified during Idols
Inspection
Cuddalore Nil 23 *1298
Nagapattinam Nil 10 75
Mayiladuthurai Nil 3 Yet to.be received from
Police department
Thiruvarur Nil 2 418
Total 0 43 1791
O/o JCEE(M), VELLORE ZONE.
Name of the No of approved No of un- No of approved Panthal for
Revenue idols approved idols | Vinayagar Idols
District Manufacturer Manufacturer
identified during
Inspection
Vellore Nil 1 743
Ranipet Nil Nil 446
(Proposal received from Public
to SP office as reported by the
SP office and yet to be
approved by RDO as reported
RDO office)
Tiruppathur Nil Nil 48(till now)
Villupuram NIL 22 893
Kallakurichi NIL 10 227
Tiruvannamalai
07 NIL 1524
Hosur NIL 26 88 Nos pandals for Vinayagar
idols approved by the District
Administration ,Krishnagiri.
Dharmapuri Nil 14 173
TOTAL 07 73 4142
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Olo JCEE(M) Salem

Name of the No of approved No of un- approved | No of approved
Revenue idols idols Manufacturer Panthal for
District Manufacturer identified during Vinayagar ldols
Inspection

Erode - - 1053
Namakkal 2 5 307
Salem 1 14 1153
Karur Nil 3 286
Total 3 22 2799

O/o JCEE(M), COIMBATORE

Name of the

Revenue District

No of approved
idols Manufacturer

No of un-approved
idols Manufacturer
identified during

No of approved
Panthal for Vinayagar
Idols

Inspection
Coimbatore 8 Nil 2776
Tiruppur Nil Nil 1984
The Nilgiris Nil Nil 179
Total 8 4939

O/o JCEE(M) Trichy

Name of the

No of approved idols

No of un-approved

No of approved

Revenue Manufacturer idols Manufacturer | Panthal for Vinayagar
District identified during Idols
Inspection
Ariyalur Nil Nil 346
Perambalur Nil Nil 210
Pudukkottai Nil 33 704
Thanjavur Nil 14 472
Trichy Nil (As per oral 7 1166 (As per oral
information received information received
from Local body) from Police
Department)

Total 0 54 2898

O/o JCEE(M), Madurai

Name of the No of approved No of un-approved No of approved

Revenue District idols idols Manufacturer Panthal for Vinayagar

Manufacturer identified during Idols
Inspection

Madurai Nil 20 763

Dindigul Nil 10 1204

Theni Nil - 872

Sivagangai 0 5* 320

Ramanathapuram Nil 0 312

TOTAL 0 35 3471




O/o JCEE(M) ,Tirunelveli.
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Name of the No of approved No of un-approved No of approved
Revenue idols Manufacturer | idols Manufacturer Panthal for Vinayagar
District identified during Idols
Inspection
Tirunelveli 0 - 241
Tenkasi 0 2 307
Kanniyakumari 1 - 1305
Thoothukudi NIL NIL 589
Virudhunagar 0 2 288
Total 1 4 2730
Abstract

CONSOLIDATED DETAILS OF APPROVED & NON-APPROVED VINAYAGAR IDOL

MANUFACTURERS AND APPROVED PANTHAL FOR VINAYAGAR IDOLS BY THE

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Name of the No of approved | No of un- No of approved Panthal for
ZONAL idols approved idols Vinayagar ldols
OFFICE OF Manufacturer Manufacturer
JCEE(M) identified during

Inspection from

15.09.2023 to

18.09.2023
Chennai 29 44 2749
Cuddalore 0 43 1791
Vellore 7 73 4142
Salem 3 22 2799
Coimbatore 8 4939
Tiruchy 0 54 2898
Madurai 0 35 3471
Tirunelveli 1 4 2730

48 275 25519
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ANNEXURE-14

CONSOLIDATED DETAILS OF INSPECTION CARRIED OUT BY THE TNPCB

OFFICIALS FROM 15.09.23 T0 18.09.2023

0O/o Joint Chief Environmental Engineer [JCEE(M).] Chennai

Name of the | Total No. of Total No. of
Revenue Inspection violations
District Carried out noted
From 15.09.23 t0
18.09.2023
Chennai 95 8
Tiruvallur 38 NIL
1
Kancheepuram 16
Chengalpattu 8 3
Total 157 12
O/o JCEE(M),Cuddalore
Name of the | Total No. of Total No. of
Revenue Inspection violations
District Carried out noted
From 15.09.23 t0
18.09.2023
Cuddalore 23 -
Nagapattinam 10 -
Mayiladuthurai 8 2
Thiruvarur 2 2
Total 43 4
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O/o JCEE(M), VELLORE ZONE.

O/o JCEE(M) Salem

Name of the | Total No. of Total No. of
Revenue Inspection violations
District Carried out noted
From 15.09.23 t0
18.09.2023
Vellore 14 1
Ranipet 11 0
Tiruppathur 7 Nil
Villupuram 22 0
Kallakurichi 10 0
Tiruvannamala 08 NIL
[
Hosur 26 0
Dharmapuri 14 Nil
TOTAL 112 1
Name of the [Total No. of Total No. of
Revenue inspection violations
District  |carried out noted
From 15.09.23t0
18.09.2023
Erode 61 -
Namakkal 18 -
Salem 20 -
Karur 5 2
Total 104 2
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O/o JCEE(M), COIMBATORE

Name of the | Total No. of Total No. of
Revenue Inspection violations
District Carried out noted
From 15.09.23 t0
18.09.2023
Coimbatore 13 Nil
Tiruppur 98 Nil
The Nilgiris 14 Nil
Total 125
O/o JCEE(M) , Trichy
Name of the | Total No. of Total No. of
Revenue Inspection violations
District Carried out noted
From 15.09.23t0
18.09.2023
Ariyalur 8 Nil
Perambalur 8 1
Pudukkottai 33 Nil
Thanjavur 14 Nil
Trichy 7 Nil
Total 70 1
O/o JCEE(M),Madurai
Name of the | Total No. of Total No. of
Revenue Inspection violations
District Carried out noted
From 15.09.23 t0
18.09.2023
Madurai 20 1
Dindigul 10 Nil
Theni 7 0
Sivagangai 12 0
Ramanathapuram 10 0
TOTAL 59 1
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O/o JCEE(M), Tirunelveli.

Name of the | Total No. of Total No. of
Revenue Inspection violations
District Carried out noted
From 15.09.23t0
18.09.2023
Tirunelveli 8 2
Kanniyakumari 4 Nil
Thoothukudi 11 Nil
Virudhunagar 9 0
Total 32 02
Abstract

DETAILS OF INSPECTION CARRIED OUT BY THE TNPCB OFFICIAL FROM
15.09.2023 TO 18.03.2023

Name of the | Total No. of Total No. of
Zone Inspection violations

Carried out noted

From 15.09.23 t0

18.09.2023
Chennai 157 12
Cuddalore 43 4
Vellore 112 1
Salem 104 2
Coimbatore 125
Trichy 70 1
Madurai 59 1
Tirunelveli 32 02
Total 712 23
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ANNEXURE-15

Photographs showing the Inspection carried out by the TNPCB & awareness created
for Vinayagar Chathurthi
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Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India
B 4/22, Rajeswari Nagar, Porur, Chennai, Tamil Nadu 600087, India
Lat 13.037634°
==l | ong 80.159966°
15/09/23 03:41 PM GMT +05:30
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Tiruvottiyur
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Ennore High Road, Tiruvottiyur, Chennat
600019, TN, India

;-; _- = = = * GPS Map
5 = = 4 T "l Comera Lite |

Valasaravakam, Thandavamoorthy
Nagar, Chennai, Tamil Nadu 600087, India

No:164. first floor,Arcot road,,

Latitude Longitude

13.041946666666668"° 80.17769166666668°
Local 12:20:31 PM Altitude 19 meters
GMT 06:50:31 AM Sunday, 17.09.2023

MADHAVARAM
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T GPS Map
el Comero Lite

Madhavaram, Chennai, 600060, TN, India

Latitude Longitude

13.1455° N 80.2295° E

10:53:09 AM Altitude 13.6 meters

Local
Monday, O9/18/2023

GMT O05:23:09 AM

KOLATHUR

r ——

MGR Nagar Kolathur Road, Kolathur, Chennai,
600099, TN, India

Latitude Longitude

13.1298° N S80.2137° E

12:12:20 PM Altitude 13.7 meters

Local
Monday, O9/18/72023

GMT 06:42:20 AM

Tiruvallur district
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Continuous display of Instructions about Eco-friendly manufacturing of Vinayagar
idols, idol immersion point in Tiruvallur District and Do’s and Don’ts regarding
celebration of Vinayagar Chathurthi in Awareness LED TV kept at District

Collectorate, Tiruvallur
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Pagalamedu, Tamil Nadu, India
G2ZMF + X 6P, pnoudngen,g snenew, Pagalamedy, Tamil Nadu 801103, India
Lat 13.233483"

23945

16/09/23 05:19 PM GMT +05:30

B GPS Map Camera

Tiruvallur, Tamil Nadu, India

3480 +3V7, Sl Shanmuge Nagar, Thirvverkady, Tamil Nacu 800077,

5S4 PM OMT «05:30

Inspection carried out at Manufacturers of Vinayagar idols on 16.09.2023 in
Tiruvallur District
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Maraimalai Nagar, Chengalpattu
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Gummidipoondi, Tiruvallur District
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Cuddalore

o763 89617

~

11. 77536, 79.51016 (£5m) \ 4‘
DGG6+54W, Manappakkam 'N"‘,"

Awareness programme Conducted in Ideal Vinayakar Statue manufacturers of
Manappakkam
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Vellore District
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Vellore, TN, India

SH 122, Anaicut, Vellore, 632101, TN, India
Lat 12.868425, Long 78.968875
09/17/2023 12:16 PM GMT+05:30

) C ) GPS Map Camera _

§ Anaicut, Tamil Nadu, India
‘8 66, Vellore - Odugathur Rd, Anaicut, Tamil Nadu 632010, India
& Lat 12.875804°
"% Long 78.983901°
17/09/23 12:02 PM GMT +05:30
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RANIPET
Photographs taken during inspection on 18.09.2023
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On 18.09.2023 at Elankuppan Street, Arcot Ranipet District
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VILLUPURAM

Awareness Programme
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Kallakurichi District

Awareness Programme Photo:
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Hosur, Krishnagiri District

Awareness program through public announcement for idol immersion during
Vinayagar Chathurthi Festival
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Inspectioncarried out for identifying Vinayagarldols manufacturing violators
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Dharmapuri
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Vina akar Chaturdi — Inspection DetailDate:16.09.2023

b A A =

Vinayékar Chéturdi — Inspection DetailDate:17.09.2023
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& GPS Map Camera

~— = -
Bhavani, Tamil Nadu, India
CMPG+MHR, Opp. I0B Bank, K K Nagar, Kalingarayanpalayam, Bhavani, Tamil
Nadu 638316, India

Lat 11.436083°

Long 77.676399°

15/09/23 05:59 PM GMT +05:30

-

23

Inspections carried out today in Vinayagar ldol manufacturing places located in
Bhavani and Erode Taluks of Erode District.
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Coimbatore

inspections carried out in the manufacturing places of Vinayagar
IdolsChinnakallipatti, Mettupalayam Taluk on 15.09.2023

Mettupalayam Road, Kavundampalayam, Coimbatore North Taluk,
Coimbatore on 17.09.2023

Idayarpalayam Road, Kavundampalayam, Coimbatore North Taluk,

Coimbatore on 18.09.2023
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Town Hall, Coimbatore
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Tiruppur District




151

Ariyalur District

L
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Inspection carried out at the location of Vinaakar Idols Seller at
T.Palur,Kumbakonam Main Road, Udayarpalayam Taluk, Ariyalur District.

Inspection carried out at the location of Vinayakar idols Seller at Alathur Gate,
Alathur Taluk, Perambalur District & Uadayarpalayam, Ariyalur District
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Perambalur District
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Inspection carried out at the location of Vinayakar idols Seller at Ariyalur Main
Road, Thillai Nagar, Perambalur Taluk, Perambalur District.
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Trichy District

Inspection carried out at the locations of Vinayagar Idols manufacturers in
Melakondaiyampettai, Thiruvaaikovil, Srirangam of Trichy District

> e

o S

Inspection carried out at the locations of Vinayagar Idols manufacturers in
Samayapuram of Trichy District on 15.09.2023

Thiruvanaikovil at Trichy District on 16.09.2023
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Thanjavur District

Rajarajan Nagar, Mariamman Kovil Alampallam, Pattukottai Taluk,
Post, Thanjavur District. Thanjavur District

Neelakandapuram, Peravurani Taluk, Pudur, Orathanadu Taluk, Thanjavur
Thanjavur District District
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Srinivasanallur, Thirunageswaram, Kumbakonam Taluk, Thanjavur District.
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Audio Awareness programms conducted to ensure the eco-friendly Vinayagar
Chathurthi at Pattukottai on 17.09.2023

Surprise inspection carried out in association with Revenue Department and Police
Department, Aranthangi at Vinayagar idol manufacturing places in Aranthangi
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Pudukkottai District

To create awareness among the public for eco friendly celebration of Vinayagar
Chathurthi Festival, a rally was conducted in coordination with National Green Corps
(NGC), Pudukkottai at Mimisal, Manamelkudi Taluk, Pudukkottai District on
16.09.2023. Among 50 students from Government Higher Secondary School,
Mimisal were participated in the rally.
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Vadugapatti

Tamil Nadu
India

Inspection carried out in Idol manufacturing place located at chinnakallipatti village,
Mettupalayam taluk.
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Kanyakumari District
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Photographs of the Vinayagar Chathurthi Inspection and Awareness Progrmme
carried out in the Kanniyakumari District
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Thoothukudi district
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Vinayagar Chathurthi Inspection and Awareness Progrmme carried out in the
Thoothukudi District
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Virudhunagar District

Vinayagar Chathurthi and Idol immersion points in Virudhunagar District on
06/09/2023

GJXG+575, Thiruvannamaiai Rd, Srivilliputhur, Venkateswarapuram, Tamil
Nadu 626125, India

Lat 9547824°

Long 77.625829°

Plus Code : 6JXVGJIXG+48

16/09/2023 01:39 PM GMT +05:30

Kariapatti, Tamil Nadu, India
MA4G3+67F, Kariapatti, Tamil Nadu 626106, India

L& Lat9.675643°
Sx Miyc . Long 78103009°
{Googless I 18/09/23 11:47 AM GMT +05:30
8 o S Y NP R TN

Inspection of Vinayagar ldol Selling Point at Kariapatti, Virudhunagar District
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Annexure -16
Department of Environment & Climate Change

Awareness programme on Greenways celebration of Lord VinyagarChathurthi with
Eco friendly materials

Lord VinayagarChathurthi Festival -2023 is celebrated every year in Tamil Nadu. This
year the festival fell on 18.9.2023.Various kinds of plastic materials, toxic, inorganic raw
materials and plaster of paris (POP) are used for decoration of idol of Lord Vinayagar. While
immersing the idol, various type of plastic material, garland, plastic umbrella are also
immersed along with the idol.. Single Used Plastic based colours, stickers and synthetic
chemical rangoli are also used for decoration purposes. These kinds of action are severely
affecting water bodies besides causing Air pollution also.

NGT Southern Zone in Original application No0.135 of 2023(SZ) has directed to form a
Committee comprising of Secretary to Government,Public Department, Additional Chief
Secretary /Commissioner, Revenue Administration and Chairman, Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board, Chennai Headed by the Addl. Chief Secretary to Government, Environment ,
Climate Change and Forest Department, to simplify the guidelines and enforce the same in
all districts. Accordingly, revised guidelines were issued by the Tamil Nadu Pollution control
Board, Chennai. Accordingly, the revised guidelines were circulated to all NGC Coordinators
functioning in 69 Educational districts in all over Tamil Nadu

In order to enforce the guidelines issued by the TNPCB, Chennai,it was decided to create
awareness among public through schools children to mitigate the Air and Water Pollution by
using eco friendly decorative materials. Hence, three types of progamme viz. 1)Human
Chain Programm. 2) Rally and through Message on Wheels (Auto Rickshaw) at a cost of
Rs.25,000/- per programme in each Educational districts. The Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board, Chennai have given financial assistance for conducting the programme.

The programme were conducted through NGC Coordinators of the State working in
various districts in Tamil Nadu. Out of 69 Educational districts, around 50 educational district
Coordinators have conducted awareness programme on 16.9.2023 and 17.9.2023with
distribution of publicity materials / hand bills/ Yellow bags etc.

Human Total No
; Through of
Sl. Rally Chain Autog Total ° Area
No program | participant
me rickshaw S
1 8 6 32 46 2,00,00 Awareness was created in entire Tamil

Nadu covering school children, public
through Message on wheels by
distributing Hand bills.Rally/ Human
chain programme were conducted in
schools/public places . Around
2,00,000 are the beneficiary under the
programme

As a part of information through media, the guidelines were uploaded in the Department of
Environment and Climate Change website for information of the public.

The awareness programme conducted receive huge appreciation from among the public and

students community.
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Ariyalur Educational District:
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Udaiyarpalayam Educational District
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Chennai East Educational District:
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Chengalpattu Educational District:
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Cuddalore Educational District:
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Virudhachalam Educational District:
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Coimbatore Educational District:
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Pollachi Educational District:
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Dharmapuri Educational District:
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Gobichettipalayam Educational District:
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Erode Educational District:
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Karur 1 Educational District:
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Karur 2 Educational District:
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Thucklay Educational District:
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Nagercoil Educational District:
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Kulithurai Educational District:
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Krishnagiri Educational District:
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Hosur Educational District:




181

Madurai Educational District:
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Nagapattinam Educational District:
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Conoor Educational District:
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Namakkal Educational District:
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Pudukottai Educational District:
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Aranthangi Educational District:
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Perambalur Educational District:
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Ramanathapuram Educational District:
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Paramakkudi Educational District
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Salem Educational District:
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Thanjavur Educational District:
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Kovilpatti Educational District:
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Thoothukudi Educational District:
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Uthamapalayam Educational District:
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Thiruvarur 1 Educational District:
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Thiruvarur 2 Educational District:
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Lalgudi Educational District:
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Trichy Educational District:
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Thiruvannamalai Educational District:
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Cheyyar Educational District:
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Tirupur Educational District:




202

Tenkasi Educational District:
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Thiruvallur Educational District:
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Ponneri Educational District:
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Vellore Educational District:
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Villupuram Educational District:
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Thindivanam Educational District:
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Aruppukottai Educational District:
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NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS
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BEFORE THE HON’BLE NATIONAL
GREEN TRIBUNAL
SOUTHERN ZONE, CHENNAI

Original Application N0.135 of 2023 (S2)

Hariharan,
Chennai.
...Applicant
Vs.
The District Collector,
Tiruvallur & and Ors.
...Respondents

JOINT COMMITTEE REPORT AS PER
THE ORDERS OF THE HONBLE
NGT(SZ) DATED 12.09.2023 in O.A.N0.135
of 2023

Advocate for Respondent: TNPCB
Thiru.Sai Sathya Jith,
Advocate, Chennai.

Date: 22 .09.2023.

Date of hearing on: 22.09.2023.



