Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting held on 16.07.2010 at 10.00 A.M. at Collectorate,
Palayamkottai Road, Korampallam, Thoothukudi District for the proposed

“Development of Outer Harbour” in Tuticorin Port, Thoothukudi Taluk, Thoothukudi

District.

PRESENT
1. Shri G. Prakash, I.A.S. - Collector, Tuticorin District.
2. Shri G.J. Rao — Chairman, Tuticorin Port Trust.
3. Shri A. Subbiah, [.A.S. — Deputy Chairman, Tuticorin Port Trust.
4. Shri R. Srinivasa Kannan- Chief Engineer, Tuticorin Port Trust.
5. Shri M. Murugan — District Environmental Engineer, TNPCB.

The list of participants are enclosed in the Annexure

The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Thoothukudi District, welcomed the Collector, Thoothukudi District, Chairman, Deputy
Chairman, Board of Trustees of Tuticorin Port Trust and public for the public hearing
meeting for the development of the outer Harbour by Tuticorin Port Trust. He explained
about the need to conduct the public hearing and various provisions of EIA and requested
the Port authorities to explain in detail about the proposed project.

The Collector stated that the Tuticorin Port is a developing Port which caters to the needs of
Industries situated in and around Tuticorin. Development of Outer Harbour at an estimated cost
around Rs.4350.00 Cr., would be an important project and it will generate more employment
opportunities directly and indirectly for the welfare of the people in and around Tuticorin. The
expansion of Port is significant step forward and planned towards significant growth in Marine Trade.
The Project cost includes construction of breakwater, dredging and reclamation, berth construction,
jetties, containers, Administration buildings, internal service roads, railway lines, power supply, and
other mechanical equipments also and requested the Public to offer their views about the proposed
development of outer Harbour Project.

The Chief Engineer/Tuticorin Port Trust made a presentation to the Public to make the Public
well aware of the salient features of the development of the Outer Harbour in Tuticorin Port Trust.
The presentation included the Port achievements, Project cost, Traffic forecast, etc. To meet the
power demand in the near future, development of Outer Harbour in Tuticorin Port is essential.

Followed by the Chief Engineer, Dr.Patterson, National Institute of Oceanography, Goa also
made a slide presentation on Environmental Impact Assessment Study done by them for the proposed
Outer Harbour Development of Tuticorin Port and explained about the main objectives of the Project
in detail. He informed that there will be no impact by the Cyclones to the Project area and the area is
free from biological characteristics. It is not envisaged that the Project would bring any adverse
impacts to the social life of the people. He informed that Socio economic benefits will be obtained
due to the development of outer Harbour in Tuticorin Port. Assessment of Impacts on useful flora and
fauna including modern parks and ecologically sensitive area was undertaken and found that
environment monitoring should be done periodically in all respects.

Shri Ravi shankar also made a presentation on the Terrestrial Study done by them as per the
Ministry Guidelines.

Following the presentations, the Public offered their opinion on the Development of Outer
Harbour in Tuticorin Port as follows -

1. Thiru. Nakeeran, MDMK District Member, Thoothukudi

He stated that Tuticorin Port was a dream Project of Shri K. Kamarajar & Dr. C.N. Annadurai
and expressed his happiness over the Project development of Outer Harbour to be taken up by
Tuticorin Port. He requested the Port Management to ensure the environmental factors are not
disturbed and livelihood of the fishermen community is taken care. He stated that the MDMK
welcome the “Outer Harbour development Project” of Tuticorin Port.



2. Thiru. M. Johnson, Secretary, Country Boat Employees Association, Thoothukudi.

He informed that around 60-70% of the workmen in Tuticorin are depending fishing only and
even though the lands of fishermen were taken by the Port for the development of Port at initial times
say 40 years ago, electricity and water supply have not yet been provided to them. He expressed his
unhappiness for the same situation still remains to their colonies. He stated that requirement of diesel
would become more if Outer Harbour development takes place since the boat has to travel extra
distance to reach shore and vise versa. He also stated that the development of Outer Harbour will
create more pollution and hence fishing business will adversely be affected. He requested the Port
authorities to ensure that fishing is not affected, due to development of outer Harbour.

3. Thiru. M. Pushparayan, Kadal Thozhilar Makkal Kootamaipu, Thoothukudi :

He stated that the air pollution level in Tuticorin is very high. It is found from a Research
Magazine, that the fish folk in and around the Harbour area would be completely destroyed & the
villages in the northern side of Tuticorin will be adversely affected if outer Harbour is developed and
hence, he requested the Port to discuss with the Trust Associations (Arakattalai Amaipugal) in this
regard. He stated that sea erosion is high and Tuticorin Port has become a place for dumping of waste
materials and it leads way to smuggling also. He informed that the sea water will get spoiled due to
dredging by blasting and requested the Port to undertake a detailed study on the consequences of
blasting and to take action to provide employment to the fishermen in the proposed Project. He
requested the Port to reconsider this Project before implementation in view of the livelihood of
fishermen.

4. Thiru. N. Periasamy, Trustee, Tuticorin Port Trust, Thoothukudi :

He stated that there will be a group of people who always used to raise objection whenever
new proposal is introduced either for construction or development. Likewise, when the Sterlite
started commissioning, there were lot of oppositions. But the project was accepted later by various
organizations. He also stated that the employment opportunities will increase due to development of
outer Harbour and on behalf of the Tuticorin District DMK he whole heartedly welcomed the
development of Outer Harbour. He assured that the development of Outer Harbour will add prestige
not only to the Port, and also to the Tuticorin City.

He stated that steps will be taken to fulfill the needs of the Punnakayal people. He indicated
that on earlier occasions, dredging work was done at Punnakayal to remove the siltation accumulated
at the entrance of the Punnakayal fishing jetty.

5. Thiru. George Gomez, Retired employee of Mumbai Port Trust, Thoothukudi :

He stated that the development of Outer Harbour is essential for the Tuticorin Port, but
privatization is anti-national and insisted that it should not be continued in the Development of Outer
Harbour also. He stated that due to privatization of the berths, pilferage and smuggling is increased
and requested the Port to take care of the workmen.

6. Thiru. P.S.S.K. Raja Sankaralingam, Secretary, All India Chamber of Commerce,

Thoothukudi :

He welcomed the Project and stated that this will help the Export Community people to
certain extent. He informed that export cargoes are expected to be increased due to the development
of container berths in the Outer Harbour.

7. Tmt. Azuntha, CHEERS Association, Thoothukudi :

She stated that development of Outer Harbour would make displacement in environment
indirectly. Displacement would affect the fishermen and workmen who are wholly depending upon
fishing in Tuticorin District and she requested the Port to take welfare measures for the workmen and
fishermen due to the difficulties made by displacement. She requested the District Management that
transport facilities must be improved in Tuticorin District as development of the City is equally
important for the Marine Trade and take into consideration of the above views while developing the
Outer Harbour in Tuticorin Port.

8. Thiru. Rusel, Secretary, CITU, Tuticorin District.

He stated that the development of Outer Harbour is much essential and it will create more
employment opportunities directly or indirectly and hence he welcomed the project. At the same
time, the Port should take care of the livelihood of the workmen and the Port to take immediate
measures in case of any difficulties are made to the fishermen folk. He suggested that the
development of Outer Harbour may be made by the Port instead of encouraging Private investment.




9. Thiru.P. Kathirvel, Trustee, Tuticorin Port Trust, Thoothukudi:

He stated that the Public hearing is required only because of the Government guidelines,
otherwise it is not essential as the development of outer Harbour is only for 4 % kilometer only. He
requested the Port Management to spend 0.5% of the Project cost to the welfare measures of the
fishermen and workmen. He stated that the Pollution Control Board did not control the Pollution in
the Port area and requested the Port to spend 0.5% of the Project cost towards the additional diesel
expenditure proposed to be incurred by the fishermen along with the diesel premium. He stated that
deepening the channel is equally important to bring the vessels having more draught. On behalf of
Indian National Congress, he conveyed his acceptance to the development of Outer Harbour.

10. Thiru. John P. Rayan, Secretary, National Union Fisherman, Thoothukudi :

He stated that fishermen folk will be affected due to dredging by blasting proposed to be
carried out while developing the Outer Harbour of Tuticorin Port. He stated that employment
opportunities will not increase because the No. of employees at present is very less when compared to
the No. of employees in the initial stage when there were only 3 berths. He finally stated that the life
of fishermen should be taken into consideration while developing the outer Harbour in Tuticorin Port.
11. Thiru. V.K. Mariappan, Leader of Country boat Association, Thoothukudi :

He stated that 265 families are involved in making Nets for catching certain varieties of fishes
like Nethili, Salai & Prawns and those varieties of fishes are abundant in nature near the Harbour area
due to calm water. Hence, it would affect fish catching & also their Netting business. He stated that
there were no literate people in fishing community in the past, but now there are reasonable No. of
literate people in Fishing communities and hence, he requested employment opportunities for them in
the Outer Harbour Project through the Port Trust Management.

12. Thiru. M.A. Dharmar, Vanavil Foundation / NGO, Thoothukudi :

He requested the Port to develop the Outer Harbour in Tuticorin Port in such a way that
rehabilitation is made to all spheres of people.

Thiru. A. Subbiah, Deputy Chairman, Tuticorin Port Trust informed the public that the views
of all the speakers will be taken into consideration and changes will be made accordingly in the
proposal for development of Outer Harbour. The Project would not be undertaken leaving the public,
fishermen, and workmen in difficulties. The livelihood of the fishermen would be considered
primarily while developing the Outer Harbour. He assured that this Port always be a good friend to
the fishermen and would not make any hindrance for fishing by this Project and socio-economic
development will be taken up at 3% of Project cost.

He requested their cooperation for taking up the Development of Outer Harbour Project in
Tuticorin.

Thiru. G.J. Rao, Chairman, Tuticorin Port Trust stated that the development of Outer Harbour
is not only prestigious to the Port but to the Pearl City also and assured that the constraints brought in
the Hearing meeting by the Public would be considered and taken care, during implementation of the
Project.

The District Collector thanked the public and participants for registering their suggestions /
opinion about the proposed project and declared the public hearing as concluded.

DEE, TNPC BOARD, DISTRICT COLLECTOR,
THOOTHUKUDI. THOOTHUKUDI DISTRICT.
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