MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING MEETING FOR M/S. GREAT EASTERN ENERGY
CORPORATION LIMITED., FOR ITS PROPOSED PROJECT “THE MANNARGUDI| COAL
BED METHANE (CBM) BLOCK” IN THANJAVUR DISTRICT — EXPLORATION WELLS
AND COMMERCIAL EXPLOITATION OF METHANE IN  KUMBAKONAM,

THIRUVIDAIMARUDUR AND ORATHANADU TALUKS HELD ON 29-12-2011 AT

GRIEVENACE DAY PETITION HALL, DISTRICT COLLECTOR OFFICE, THANJAVUR.

Present:-
1. District Collector, Thanjavur.
2. District Revenue Officer, Thanjavur
3. District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Thanjavur.
4, Project Proponents.
5. No. of Public Participants: 65 (Copy of attendance enclosed)

The District Collector presided over the public hearing meeting.
The District Environmental Engineer, Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Thanjavur
welcomed the gathering and requested the Project Proponents to explain the project.

The project proponent explained the project through Power point presentation
covering all the details of the company and projects features.

Subsequent to this, District Environmental Engineer requested the public to express
their views.

VIEWS EXPRESSED BY THE PUBLIC ARE AS FOLLOWS:-

1) Mr. M. Vinod, Perapadi: He expressed his concern about the problem arises during
drilling of bore well and the remedial action to be taken by the Company.

Company explained that all precautionary measures will be taken for drilling work,
and the operating pressures are very low as compared to conventional oil and gas
development. So no problem will arise to the public due to this project. In case of any
unforeseen eventuality, before commissioning the plant, an on site emergency plan would be
prepared and kept ready in the site. It may be however noted that CBM exploration and
development is a very safe activity throughout the world and there have been no major
accidents reported due to this drilling activity.

area. Whether there is any possibility for affecting these existing tiny industries due to this

project.

Company explained that this is an exploratory project only and there is no problem
for existing industries. Further during the operation period, the local villagers will get
employment opportunities and Methane gas will be available at low cost to the existing tiny
industries.

3) Mr. Elangovan, Nachiarkovil: expressed his concern about the depletion of ground
water level.

Company assured that there will not be any chance for depletion of ground water
level. Just they will put their core hole/ test well below 180 mts, which is beyond the ground
water bore wells on the coal bed to explore the methane. There will not be any ground
water extraction for this project and also there will not be any problem to the neighbouring
land owners.

He also raised his doubt whether after completion of the core hole / test well, will be
closed or not.




It was clarified that all unsuccessful test wells would be plugged using special cement
and thereafter the entire area would be cleaned and restored to original status as far as
possible. This is being regulated by Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG)/
Directorate General of Hydrocarbons (DGH).

4) Mr. Kaspar, Vittalur: He enquired about possibility of problems arising due to this project

in future.

Company told that no issue will come up in future, considering that the project would
comply with all norms specified by the relevant regulatory agencies from time to time, as well
as proactive management of Environment, Health and Safety. The project area would in fact
benefit from the availability of Methane gas, as an alternative and environmentally superior
fuel, which would boost the local economy, as well as provide an alternative source of
livelihood to the locals, besides agriculture.

5) Mr. Veeramani, Kulamangalam: He asked while exploiting the gas from 200 mts below
ground level, is there any chance for depletion of ground water level.

Company explained their process and clarified his doubt, that the ground water being
abstracted for agricultural and other purposes are from shallow levels through sand aquifers,
typically at relatively shallow depths. The project would dewater from lignite along with gas
and this would be located at deeper depths below the sand aquifers.

He raised a query about the laying of roads through agriculture lands for the heavy
vehicle traffic movement for the project and whether it will affect the agriculture lands.

Company explained that all the proposed locations were identified near the existing
road and no new roads would be formed inside the agriculture lands and also there is a plan
for strengthening the existing roads to suit the movement of heavy vehicles before using for
traffic.

6) Mr. Paulraj, Kulamangalam: Regarding Safety he asked whether any District Authorities
are available at site and also any safety measures will be taken during drilling core hole / test
well etc. Whether any employment opportunity will be given to local people.

He has been informed that regarding safety all precautionary measures will be taken
as per the guidelines issued by QOil Industry Safety Directorate and Directorate General of
Mines Safety. Environmental aspects will be taken care by Tamil Nadu Pollution Control
Board.

Company assured that this is preliminary project only, and when then explore the
gas, they will give employment opportunity to the local people according to their experience
and qualification.

Also Mr. Paulraj expressed that he was not aware of the proposed project. He came
to know about the Public Hearing only through news paper and the meeting should be

conducted at every panchayat level.
District Environmental Engineer, replied that the EIA Report and executive summary

reports are kept available in the concerned Panchayat Union offices. All clarifications will be
done by TNPCB. He also informed that this is only a preliminary / testing project, for next
development phase all the project details will be made available at Panchayat level as per
the request.

7) Mr. Rajanand, Paynganadu: He expressed his support for this project and also he
informed that the land owners and the villagers will get benefited due to this project.

8) Mr. Rahul, Perapadi: He raised his doubt whether they can continue the agriculture

works near the core hole / test well area.

The company replied that there is no problem in continuing the agriculture operation
near the core hole/ test well areas and all the core hole/test wells will be located 100 mts
away from the existing residential houses.

9) Mr. Manikandan, Perapadi: He enquired about the disposal of waste water, duration of
the project, and the possibility of cracks in the houses due to this project.




The company replied that waste water would be disposed off after meeting
requirements of TNPCB. Drilling operations would be done round the clock. A core/test well
requires 10-15 days to complete the operations. No cracks will develop in the houses since
drilling operations would be done more than 100 m from residential houses.

District Collector told that though this is a preliminary project, the Company should
have in mind that majority of the people in this district depend only on agriculture for their
income. So all precautionary steps should be taken to safe guard agriculture lands, ground
water and residential areas. The project proponents assured the District Collector and Local
Administration that they will keep his valuable guidance in mind and ensure that they do not
harm the agriculture lands in any way.

Summing up the Public Hearing proceedings, District Collector stated that all the
issues raised by the public have been recorded and will be submitted to the MoEF,
Government of India for further process.

At the end of the meeting District Environmental Engineer delivered vote of thanks to
the gatherings and the meeting came to an end.
- /Sd/-
DISTRICT COLLECTOR,
THANJAVUR
[True copy/

District Environmental Engineer (A/c),
TNPCB/Thanjavur.
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