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Minutes of the Public Hearing Meeting held on 03.05.2011 at 03.30 P.M. at

)

Collectorate, Palayamkottai Road, Korampallam, Thoothukudi District for the

proposed expansion of 2 x 800 MW coal based Thermal Power Plant within the
existing 2 x 600 MW Plant Premises by M/s. Coastal Energen Private Limited at
Melamaruthur Village, Ottapidaram Taluk, Thoothukudi District.

Present :-

1. Thiru. Durai. Ravichandran,
District Revenue Officier,
Thoothukudi.

2. Thiru. M. Murugan,
District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Thoothukudi.

3. Thiru. T.S. Kumaravel,
Assistant Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Thoothukudi.

The list of participants is enclosed in the Annexure

District Revenue Officer, Thoothukudi District welcomed the public and
requested the project proponent to explain about the proposed project.

Project Proponent Thiru. N K Balaji, Vice President, M/s, Coastal Energen
Private Limited made a detailed presentation of the proposed project as follows.

Coastal Energen private Limited proposes to expand its present capacity of
power generation within the complex of its existing plant at Melamaruthur Village,
Ottapidaram Taluk, Thoothukudi District, Tamil Nadu. The unit is installing 2 x 600
MW power plant. Now it has proposed to install additionally a more advanced super
critical technology based 2 x 800MW power plant within the existing premises to
have least impact on the environment and proposed to use a mix of
imported/domestic coal. The annual coal requirement will be 5.88 Million Tonnes.
The coal will be unloaded at Tuticorin Port, and proposes to transport by Rail from
Tuticorin Port via Melathattaparai Railway Junction. There exist a railway line from
Tuticorin Port to Melathattaparai Railway Junction. A new railway line will be laid
from Melathattaparai Railway Junction to the Plant Site, which is 18 Kms away from
it. The Indian Railways has in principle accepted the proposal and planning of laying
the railway line is in progress and also exploring the possibility of establishing a coal
jetty. The Sulphur content of the imported/domestic coal will not be more than 0.6%
at the maximum. The ash content in the imported coal will be 12% (Maximum) and
that in domestic Coal will be 34% (maximum). The coal will be unloaded in



underground hoppers and conveyed through closed conveyors to the coal storage
yard. The coal storage yard will be provided with water sprinklers. The total area
earmarked for coal storage will be 199 Acres upon expansion. The total plant area is
1050 acres, which is totally owned by the unit.

The unit has proposed to install a twin flue single stack of 275 metres for the
proposed 2 x 800MW supercritical power plant in addition to the existing twin flue
single stack of 275 metres height for 2 x 600MW . There will be 2- additional Electro
static preceptors (ESP) i.e one each for the each boiler for the proposed 2 x 800MW
super critical plant to meet the permissible norms of less than 50mg/Ncu.m. The unit
also proposed to install a similar ESP for the present 2 x 600MW Power plant under
construction. It is also proposed to install defoggers at all transfer points, crushers,
pulverisors etc as was proposed for the present plant under construction to have
negligible fugitive emissions. The fly ash will be collected in dry form in the silos and
unloaded directly to closed trucks for sending it to cement plants. The bottom ash
will be disposed to ash dyke, for which 80 Acres has already been exclusively
earmarked in the earlier 2 x 600MW proposal. No additional land is proposed for the
expansion plan.

The unit has proposed to source sea water to meet all the plant requirements
including main condensate cooling, auxiliary cooling, boiler feed make up, service
water requirements and domestic requirements. The sea water will be directly used
to meet the entire cooling water requirements. However, a separate desalination
plant is under construction in the existing 2 x 600MW to meet all the requirements
other than cooling water make up. The cooling water blow down along with
desalinated rejects will be discharged back to sea. CRZ clearance for the sea water
intake and discharge of cooling water blow along with desalinated rejects has
already been obtained from Ministry of Environment and Forest, Government of
India, New Delhi for the present 2 x 600MW Power Plant. The total sea water intake
upon expansion will be 35,000 cu.m/hr, and the sea water discharge upon expansion
for cooling water blow down alongwith desalinated rejects will be 28,000 cu.m/hr.

The unit had also elaborated on extensive scheme adopted for green belt
development. Of the total land of 1050 Acres, about 350 Acres has been exclusively
earmarked for green belt development. The unit had in detail presented the various
activities implemented to ensure wholesome green belt. The unit had shown
photographs of the green house, nurseries, plantation areas, etc established within
the site to grow saplings for which the unit had specifically engaged M/s BHARATH
VIKAS GROUP a renowned Green belt specialist from Pune to develop and maintain
green belt and had already planted 12,616 Nos. of avenue, medium and tall trees at
of the total 65000 trees proposed. The unit had also shown extensive pictures of the
green plant already implemented and in progress.

The unit had also elaborated on groups commitment to the Enterprise Social
Responsibility and informed that there will be direct employment of 750 nos apart
from indirect employment of 3500 nos. The unit had also elaborated and shown
photographs on the various community centers, medical centers, schools etc
constructed already. Also told about assistance being provided to local school
children’s in the form of uniforms, books, tables, chairs etc provided. The unit had
also been providing Gas Stoves and Cylinders etc to local villages. The unit had also



elaborated on the proposed education facility, vocational training proposed, water
supply to nearby villages, public health improvement etc.

The District Revenue Officer requested the public to express their opinion about the
proposed project.

Public = 1 Thiru. Krishnamoorthy, Tamil Nadu Toilers Assoication,

Thoothukudi.

He raised an issue on the conduct of public hearing when the moral code of
conduct is in force. The scheme and proposal explained seems to propagate a
government proposals where it seems to tell about a particular government activity.

Public 2. Thiru K. Nehru Prakash, General Secretary, Thoothukudi District

Small Scale Industries Association, Thoothukudi.

Thoothukudi is in the southern part of India and neglected of development.
They need development here so that people will get employment . Last week they
had a meeting with their office bearers, wherein they had talked of power shortage
and decided to obtain power directly from private producers. Discussed that if this
power plant does not come up then they have to go to other states for establishing
industries. He stressed that atleast 25% of ash is to be allotted to small scale units
and requested establishing of cluster for fly ash based units. The stretch of land
between Thoothukudi to Ramanathapuram is of dry place all aquaculture land
established earlier shall be utilized for establishing Thermal Power plants in future.
He also expressed his anxiety over commissioning of the power plants because
many industrial projects will be developed in Thoothukudi District.

Public 3 Mr.Kanagaraj, Communist Party of India (Marxist)

He said that the consumption of such huge quantity of coal will definitely
constitute to SO2 emission in Thoothukudi area. In the Executive summary, coal
handling is not clearly stated. Some where in EIA, it was mentioned that through
Railway sliding it will be transported to the unit. Whereas in other pages, a coal jetty
is proposed. So, the unit has to clarify its stand on coal transport.

He questioned the air quality status in Thoothukudi because, even by
considering the transportation loss @ 0.3%. So many thousand tones of coal will be
spilled along the transport route and affecting the entire air quality.

He also raised the sea water drawal and disposal issue. In the EIA, it was
mentioned that there will not be any damage to the marine eco system because of
discharge of condenser cooling blow down with R.O. reject. How it is feasible the
same quality of water will be discharged.

He complained that the unit has acquired more than enough lands for its
projects and because of opposition from the local public and intervention of the
Revenue Department, the canal passing through site was left un touched and lined
with stone. The unscientific disposal of food wastes in the area, had caused the
death of cattles of nearby village (A.M. Patti)

He concluded that the company has to maintain the environment in good
condition, otherwise he opposed the setting up of expansion.



Public -4 Raja Sankaralingam, General Secretary, All India Chamber of

Commerce and Industries, Thoothukudi.

Welcomed the setting up such power projects to get out of power shortage
problems.
Public- 5 Mr. Mohanraj, (Communist Party of India) Secretary, Thoothukudi

District.

He said that even the installation of the 2 x 600 MW is yet to be completed.
But the unit has gone for expansion. How can we allow this expansion. We do not
know the damage from the earlier one. He complained that the unit has acquired
poor man’s land and not settled their claim till date and said that even the unit has
encroached upon the cremation yard of nearby village. The setting up such huge
activity, handling large quantity of coal and fly ash will affect the salt activity to a
great extent and opposed the setting up of these expansion activity.
Public- 6 — Joe Villavarayar, Representing Confederation of Indian Industries.

He has welcomed the coming up of such power projects to promote

development in Thoothukudi.
Public- 7 — Thiru. Dhanabalan, General Secretary, Thoothukudi Small Scale

Salt Producers Association
He said that he is not against the project in general, however
- He outlined that salt pan activity is existing for more than 5 decades in 1600
acres of lands.
- Due to setting of such projects, native occupations get affected.
- Already, salt pans in Thoothukudi along transport way are affected due to coal
dust, fly ash and truck movements.
- So, establishing of such huge projects along coastal area will affect our
traditional salt and agricultural activity.
- He stressed that District Administration and Government consider their issues
and there after permit such industries.
Public- 8 Thiru. Johnson, Fisherman’s Association, Thoothukudi.
He said that all Red category units mostly power plants are being set up in
Thoothukudi. Government permits large industries for sea water drawal and effluent
discharge into sea, whereas not allowing fishermen to carryout fishing activity.

- Moreover, Government machineries are not equipped to meet out any major
industries accidents and explosions in Thoothukudi.

- They are already affected by condenser cooling and ash disposal of Tuticorin
Thermal Power Station and apposed the setting up such thermal power
projects.

Public- 9 — Thiru. Karuppasamy, Ex-President, Melamaruthur village Panchayat
- He said that the unit has encroached small pond, canal and cremation yard.
Only after moving to Hon’ble High Court of Chennai, Madurai Bench, they
have refurbished the public utilities.
- So, they are vehemently opposing the coming up of this project.
Public- 10 — Thiru. Pushparayan, Co-ordinator, Coastal People’s Federation.
He claimed that the public hearing is an eye wash. Model code of conduct is
still in force and government refuses to accept public grievances citing model code of
conduct, but conduct public hearing. He raised questions about the source of




investment by the company. When fishermen are restricted from fishing, the
government permits large industries to discharge their effluent into sea.

He also complained about the venue in which the meeting was conducted
because of less seating capacity and discrepancies in the Executive summary about
the distance of project site from the Gulf of Mannar Marine Bio-Reserve. No clarity
in coal handling. So, they opposed the setting up of this power plant.

Public- 11 — Thiru S. Jeyaraj, Ex-President, Vallinayagapuram village.

They have hailed the coming up of this project, because it will boost economic

growth and provides employment opportunity to the local youth.

Public- 12 _ Tmt. A. Kamatchi, President, Vallinayagapuram village Panchayat.
They have hailed the coming up of this project, because it will boost economic
growth and provides employment opportunity to the local youth.

Public- 13 — Antony Anandaraj, Union Councilor

He hailed the setting of this power project provided it does not affect the
environment.
Public- 14 :- Thiru Arputharaj, Taruvaikulam.

Since the coming up of such units will affect their livelihood and other
resources, they oppose the setting up of this project.

Public- 15 :- Thiru Jeyabal, President, Tharuviakulam Village Panchayat

People need power but at same time it should not affect us. They requested
that the unit should construct hospital to take care of local people. At present, people
drink sea water, and hence requested to supply clean drinking water. Let power plant
be constructed but it should not affect our environment and sought the intervention of
fisheries Department to rule out apprehension about industries effluent disposal on
sea.

Public- 16 :- Thiru. Paulraj, Tharuvaikulam
They welcome the project and said that the unit is already doing a lot,
however requested to provide good hospital and drinking water.

Public- 17 — Thiru. Kanagarja, Puthia Tamilagam Party

He complained that the unit is drawing from their resources water. The unit
has earlier blocked the canal and raised doubt about the possibility of discharge of
effluent through this canal to sea.

Public- 18 : Thiru. Dharman, NGO, Thoothukudi.
He hailed the setting up of this project.

Public- 19 : Thiru. Francis, Tharuvaikulam.
A resident of Taruvaikulam hailed the setting up of this project because this
will improve the living conditions of local people.

Public- 20 : Thiru. Kennedy , NGO, Thoothukudi.
He said that coming up of this type of projects will pave way for development
of Nation and Thoothukudi District in particular.




Public- 21 :- Thiru. George Comez, Democratic Fishermen Community

He complained about the absence of officials from Salt, Fisheries Department
to clarify people’s apprehension. It is not a democratic hearing. He stated that the
leachate from Thermal Power Plant ash contains Mercury and affects marine life.
He opposed the setting up of this project.

Public- 22 : Thiru. Arumuganainar, Melamaruthur.
A native of nearby village hailed the coming up of this project.

District Revenue Officer, Thoothukudi District.

At the end, District Revenue Officer thanked all for registered their
suggestions / opinion about the proposed project. He informed the public that
permission to conduct the public hearing has already been obtained from State
Election Commission and notification about the date of conduct of this public hearing
has also been published in local and English daily (Daily Thanthi & Indian Express
dated 02.04.2011). What ever the request / complaints of public, are voiced here will
be taken care.

The District Revenue Officer declared the Public Hearing as concluded and
certified that the process followed for public hearing was adequate.

The District Environmental Engineer thanked all the public.
District Environmental Engineer, District Revenue Officer,

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, THOOTHUKUDI.
Thoothukudi.
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