MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC HEARING CONDUCTED ON 28.01.2011 AT 10.00

AM. AT DDC HALL., DISTRICT COLLECTORATE, TIRUNELVELI FOR THE

PROPOSED 18MW _BIO MASS POWER PLANT OF M/S. AURO MIRA BIO POWER

INDIA PRIVATE LIMITED AMBPIPL SHANMUGAPURAM, MELA
MARUTHAPPAPURAM VILLAGE, VEERAKFERALAMPUDUR TALUK, TIRUNELVELI

DISTRICT

PRESENT ; THIRU. M. JAYARAMAN, LA.S,
DISTRICT COLLECTOR

THIRU.S. BABU RAMANATHAN, M.E.(Env.Engg)
DISTRICT ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEER
TNPC BOARD, TIRUNELVELI

PARTICIPANTS

Thiru. Giridharan, , and his team of M/s Auro Mira Bio Power India
Private Limited, Thiru. P. R. Muralidharan, Deputy General Manager, Tamil Nadu Energy
Development Agency ( TEDA), Chennai, Thiru. L.J. Joseph, Chief Co-Ordinator, TEDA,
Thiru. A. Rajarajan, General Manager, District Industries Centre, Tirunelveli, Tmt. P.
Mariammal, Project Manager, DIC, Tirunelveli and Mr. Rajasekaran, Assistant Executive
Engineer, Non Conventional Energy Sources, TNEB, Tirunelveli, and more than 100
public from Shanmugapuram and its surroundings (List enclosed)

At the outset the District Environmental Engineer welcomed the gathering and
informed the objective of public hearing. The District Collector requested the authorities
of M/s. Auro Mira Bio Power India Private Limited to introduce themselves and to explain
the details about the project. Accordingly the authorities of M/s, Auro Mira Bio Power
India Private Limited, introduced themselves. Thiru. Hariharan, Engineering Head gave a
power point presentation on the salient features of the proposed project. Then, the District
Collector requested the public to offer their views on the project. Their views and queries
were well heard and recorded as below.

Thiru. Murugaiah Reddiar , Ex. District Panchayat Councillor, Shanmugampuram

He stated that about 200 persons are working in this project. He wanted to know
about the details of pollution control measures taken by the unit and questioned about the
disposal of waste water

Mr. Giridharan, intervened and told that the waste water expected to be
generated from the unit would be treated and disposed for the trees within the premises.

Thiru. C. Paramaiah, Annamalaipudur , Panchayat President of Melamaruthappapuram
He raised the number of direct employment that the Mela Maruthappapuram Panchayat
would receive

The unit authorities replied that about 25 % of the direct employment will be
given based on eligibility

Thiru. Saravanavel Murgaiah, Melakalangal

He welcomed the public hearing conducted through Pollution Control Board He also
informed that the Company and the neighbouring villages would grow only if only the



company is established without affecting the villages. He also welcomed industry’s
principle of contractual plantation of five acres and informed that there are three types of
advantages - 1. Employment . 2, Motivation to the Farmers 3. Benefits to the future
generation.

Further, he demanded the unit to provide Bore well of 200 to 300 feet depth
with 1 HP Electric Motor along with electric supply to the farmers with 3to 5 acres for
contractual plantation. He also informed that the above works would cost about 60000/-
and requested for subsidy of Rs. 50000/-. He requested the District Collector to appraise
this to the company.

Thiru. Saravanavel Murugaiah also suggested to declare the area between V.K.
Pudur and Surandai as drought prone area and to provide borewell with electric motor.

Thiru. Giridharan of the unit informed that the matter would be discussed
with the higher authorities for possibilities of extending the above facilities to all the
Farmers through the Company or through some social organizations.

Thiru. S. Balakrishnan, Shanmugapuram

He questioned about the qualification and eligibility needed for the
employment in the unit. The unit authorities replied that Diploma/Degree in Engineering
for Technical Posts and Degree Qualification for Administrative Posts.

Thiru. Balakrishnan also informed that 100% treatment is not possible
and asked what about the rest of waste water. He further informed that habitations are
located very adjacent to the unit quoting the satellite image and asked regarding the
level of dust emission from the unit.

In reply, the unit authorities informed that the dust emission would be
below 50 mg/m3 which is within the standards prescribed by the Board.

Thiru. Balakrishnan said that he welcomes the project if there is no adverse
effects.

Thiru. S.Sivasankarapandian, Melaneelithanallur

He informed that the Andarkulam area is dry and there is no rain. As a result
the ground water is depleted and has become saline. He informed that the area will be
developed if the contractual plantation facility is extended to his area also.

Then the District Collector requested the officials to offer their comments
about the project.

The General Manager, District Industries Centre ,Tirunelveli pointed out that
316 KLD of water consumption has been expected and asked about the ground water
potential and whether necessary clearance have been obtained.
The unit authorities replied that clearance has already been obtained and also stated that
the actual consumption would be less than the anticipated demand.

The District Environmental Engineer, TNPC Board commented that the
unit has proposed to provide adequate Air Pollution Control measures and waste water
treatment facilities .

The Deputy General Manager, Tamil Nadu Energy Development Agency
(TEDA), Chennai indicated that approval for the project has also to be obtained from
the Standing Committee which comprises of six members including, Member Secretary,



TNPC Board, Tamil Nadu Electricity Board, etc. The approval will be given based on the
study conducted through Anna University regarding the availability of agro waste, quantity
of power generation from the available waste etc. He also clarified that there is provision
for contractual plantation. He informed that the power generated from the proposed
project would be connected to Oothumalai Substation and added that the quality of
electricity generated locally will be better than that generated and transmitted from far
places.

He further told that Auro Mira Bio Power India Limited has already installed
a 15 MW power plant at Shanmugapuram, Melamaruthappapuram Village and the unit has
obtained Consent to Establish from Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board and 75% of the
works were completed. Meanwhile, the unit has proposed to increase the capacity from
ISMW to 18MW in the same premises for which this public hearing was conducted on
28/01/2011. The unit has also proposed to establish one such plant in Kanyakumari
District. He also pointed out that the waste water generation and atmospheric emission
from biomass power plant will be comparatively less than that of other power plants.

The District Collector intervened and questioned the possibility of using
other fuels instead of bio mass . The DGM, TEDA, replied that the project will be
constantly monitored by TEDA and TNEB. The District Collector enquired whether the
power purchase agreement has been executed with the TNEB

The Assistant Executive Engineer, Non Conventional Energy Source (NCES),
TNEB, Tirunelveli informed that the power generated will be connected with
Oothumalai Sub station grid of TNEB, At present the substation is connected to Tenkasi
, Kayathar grids.

The District Collector concluded the meeting by summing up the proceedings
and informed that it will be recorded and submitted to the SEIAA through Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board.

Encl : as above

District Environmental Engineer,
Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board,
Tirunelveli.

District Collector,
Tirunelveli
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