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mmary of the Public Hearing pr ing for the project of M/s.IL ES TamilN
Power Company Limited for its proposed 3600 MW Thermal Power Plant held on

05.02.2010 at Project Site.

Present :-

Thiru.P. Seetharaman, |.A.S, :District Collector,
Cuddalore.

Thiru.D. Sekar, M.Tech., :District Environmental Engineer,
TamilNadu Pollution Control Board,
Cuddaore.

Participants of Project Proponent.

1 Thiru.M.S. Srinivasan, I.A.S.(R):Chairman,

IL& FS TamilNadu Power Company Limited.

Tmt.Sumathy S lyer

Thiru.Ranish

Thiru.B. Ratheesh

Thiru.S.R. Murthy Y andamury

: Thiru.Pawan Gopal

Representatives from NGOs, Public, District Administration, Local Bodies and Consultants
for the project were present.

The District Environmental Engineer, Cuddalore welcomed the gathering and
requested the Project Proponent to explain the project

The District Collector explained the purpose of convening the Public Hearing and
requested the Public to give unbiased opinion which would be recorded.

Thiru M S Srinivasan, Chairman of IL & FS TamilNadu Power Company Limited
explained the Project thro’ a Power Point presentation covering the details about the company
developing the project, project components & features and the details about the project. The
Chairman/ITPCL aso explained about the technical aspects & engineering, and
environmental mitigation measures taken for controlling the Pollution, the benefits accruing
to the Society/Public from this project, and the initiatives of the company pertaining to
Corporate Social Responsibilities. He highlighted that environmental protection would
receive as much attention as the main project itself and this would employ the state-of-the art
technology available globally. It was explained further that the Mangroves at Pichavaram
situated 9.5 kms away from site would not be impacted from the implementation of this
project. Chairman aso informed that there would be direct and indirect employment
opportunities for the local population from the proposed project and the project would
contribute to enhanced economic development of this area.

Subsequent to Chairman’s presentation, District Collector requested the public to
express their views.

Views Expressed by the Public are as below:-

Mr. Ramalingam, Panchakuppam

Mr. Ramalingam expressed that he and some of his villagers had sold the land to the
Company at a price which is lower than the current price. He further expressed that they
sold the land on the presumption that the project is implemented by Government and the
price was fixed by Government. But, he understands that the land price is increased now and
hence he requested that the differential price between the current price and the price paid
earlier be paid.

Mr. Sowri Rajan, State Secretary for All IndiaSC/ ST Community, Kumbakonam

He expressed his apprehension that the Land Registration has been taking place after office
hours. While, welcoming this project, he however, requested that this matter be looked into.
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3. Mr. Chezhian, President, Fisherman, Killai Panchayat.

He expressed that the pollutants and the impact of the project might harm livelihood of the
fishermen. So he requested that the project location may berevisited

4. Mr. Elango @ Sundarajan, Kran Pettai, Tamil Neethi Katchi

He expressed that promoters of the nearby existing projects had earlier assured various
benefits including employment opportunities to the locals. But no employment opportunities
were given to them as assured. Moreover, the nearby project had restricted access to the
villagers into their seafront/project premises. The taste of fishes has also changed due to the
pollution from the existing industries. Based on his past experience with other projects which
areexisting in the vicinity, the developments of industries have not resulted in any benefit for
the society but, it caused more pollution in the area. In the case of arefinery project being
established in the District, it was informed to them that this would benefit the locals, but no
such benefit from the project is seen now.

The projects which gave assurances in the District on giving employment and works
contracts to local people have failed to honour their commitments. So he expressed his
apprehensions that the same thing might also happen in the case of the proposed power plant
project.

Mr Ramalingam / Annapanpettai — Fishermen Community

He welcomed the project and requested that employment opportunities may be provided on
preferential basis to fishermen and locals according to their skill and qualifications. Subject to
the above, he welcomed the project.

Mr Kathavarayan, Vellingirayanpettai

He expressed that for the past three decades they have been cultivating casuarina trees in
Porambokku land and the same is being denied now. So he requested that they may be
allowed to continue growing casuarina and cutting it in poromboke lands despite this project
coming up.

Mr.Paranthaman, Singaravelan Munnetra Peravai

He expressed that though the project proponent had explained that the ground water would
not be tapped to the extent possible, there would be drawl of ground water in case of any
failurein pumping seawater. He added further that the proponent did not list any demerits of
the project to the locals. He had a concern that the discharge from the power plant might
affect the fishing and the proponent has not listed out the demerits of the project

Responding to this, Chairman/ITPCL said, he had clarified that for the operation of the Plant,
desalinated seawater will be used and ground water will not be tapped.

Mr.R.Subhash, Singaravelan Munnetra Peravai

He expressed that this project might affect the fishermen community and hence should not be
encouraged. He was of the view that the brine discharge would increase the salt content and
hence affect the life of fishes. For this, R.Srinivasan, Retd Joint Director, Department of
Fisheries replied that even if there is discharge of brine, the increase in salinity would be
within the acceptable norms prescribed by the Board and hence the fishes would not get
affected.

Mr.Vijaykumar, Sanankuppam

He requested the district Collector to check the land value and requested written confirmation
/ documentation for providing employment opportunities to the nearby villagers.

10) Mr.Nizamuddin, NGO,

He said that though this project is for 3,600 MW, the project company has intention to
implement 10,000 MW capacity in the region in thefuture as per the information available in
the website. He said that Cuddalore is ranked 16th in the list of highly polluted places in
India. Since about 20,000 MW capacities are planned including those of other companies in
Cuddalore area, he said that the authorities should consider studying the collective



environmental impact due to these projects instead of studying the environmenta impact on
individua basis In his understanding, the Government has cancelled the permission for the
proposed coastal power projects (Merchant Power Plants)in GO dated 24-11-2009. Hence,
he expressed as to how the project could be considered for clearance.
The District collector requested the Proponent to reply to the above observation. Chairman
/ITPCL informed that the Govt has not cancelled the permission, but had only withdrawn the
facilitation letter issued in 2007 subsequent to certain observation of the Tamil Nadu
Electricity Regulatory Commission (TNERC). Further he explained that the Experts
Advisory sub- committee had visited the site in 2008 and cleared it for taking up of EIA
studies.
11) Mr.Veeraperumal, Villianallur
He expressed the following views;
The land was purchased by persuasion and the land registration happened after office hours.
From the past experience, it is noticed that the locals are offered unskilled labour works. He
requested the District Collector to indicate the current rates fixed by the Government for the
land.
In response to this, District Collector observed that the land purchase did not fall under
compulsory acquisition by Government and hence the question of fixing price/rates by the
Government did not arise.
12) Ms.Chandrakala, Samiyar pettai
She said that the land owners had sold the land of their own and satisfied with the price. At
that time neither NGOs nor any other agencies did raise any objection. She expressed that
now also the land owners want only more money and not the land back. She welcomed the
project and requested the project company to give preference in employment to local people
according to their skills
13) Mr.S.Ramanathan, SIPCOT - Semankuppam
He expressed that the pollution level at Cuddalore industrial area is already high and hence
the authorities should consider carrying out a combined EIA / carrying capacity for this
region. He wanted to know how many people would get employment under different
categories through this project.
At the end of this, the District Environmental Engineer delivered vote of thanks to the
gathering.
Summing up the Public Hearing Proceedings, the District Collector stated that
al the issues raised by the Public have been recorded and will be submitted to the MOEF,
Government of Indiafor taking further necessary action.

Sd/-xxxxx

District Collector,
Cuddalore District.

-/ True copy / -

District Environmental Engineer, TNPC Board, Cuddalore.
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